Founders Day dinner sponsored by 1916 Society of E&AA

By James F. Kieley

The role of the National Park Service
in historical and scientific preservation,
with emphasis on the Antiquities Act,
was highlighted at the annual
Founders Day dinner sponsored by
the 1916 Society of E&AA in the
Washington, D.C., area August 25.
Groups of employees and alumni at
ten other locations across the country
participated by telephone network in a
program marking the 66th anniversary
of the National Park Service Act.

Special attention was given to the
contributions to conservation by the
Nation’s 26th president, Theodore
Roosevelt (1901-1909), particularly his
approval of the Act for the
Preservation of American Antiquities
on June 8, 1906, and his proclamations
establishing 18 national monuments
under the act before he left office. The
dinner was held at the National
Geographic Society’s Membership
Building near Gaithersburg, Md. The
Geographic Society provided an
exhibition of photographs and
reproduction related to Roosevelt’s
presidency and earlier life.

Two descendents of TR's were
among guests of the 1916 Society at
the dinner. A grandson, Cornelius
Van S. Roosevelt, is an engineer and
member of the board of Aerospace
Corporation and its Technical
Committee. Miss Eleanor McMillan,
Mr. Roosevelt’s niece and the
President’s great-granddaughter, is on
the scientific staff of the Smithsonian
Institution.

Also among the guests was
Secretary of the Army John O. Marsh
who extended congratulations on the
anniversary of the National Park
Service Act to “all the dedicated
individuals, past and present, who
have contributed so much to the
preservation of sites of military
importance.” The Army has a special
relationship to the National Park
Service because of the agency’s faithful
discharge of that responsibility, he
said.

The 1916 Society produced a
booklet, Commemorating the Antiquities
Act of 1906, for distribution at the
dinner, and to the field through the
National Park Service. It contains an
article, “The Role of the National Park
Service in the Historic Preservation
Movement,” by T. Sutton Jett, historian
and former regional director of the
National Capital Region. It also has a
compilation of the 101 national
monuments established by presidential
proclamation and under the
jurisdiction of the National Park
Service, listed under the 14 presidents
who have utilized the act to create
monuments administered by the
Service since President Roosevelt
established Devils Tower National
Monument, Wyo., Sept. 24, 1906 as
the first proclaimed under the act.

A short paper on the Service’s
leadership in historical preservation
was read by Herbert E. Kahler, former
chief historian, who attributed the
success of the program to former
Director Albright’s reliance on
professional staffing and the choice of
Dr. Verne E. Chatelain as the first
chief historian. “Chatelain also had
vision and skilfully organized the
historical activities and played a major
role in the passage of the Historic Sites
Act of 1935,” Kahler said. The
Service also provided unusual training
opportunities particularly under the
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CCC program, willingly shared its
experience with others, and gained
and retained the support of the
Congress and the various
administrations, he concluded.

Former Director Albright, speaking
from Los Angeles, emphasized the
leadership of Representative John F.
Lacey of Iowa, then chairman of the
House Public Lands Committee, in
putting the Antiquities Act through
Congress. Lacey should be ranked, he
said, as one of the foremost
conservationists of the century. He
also emphasized the importance of the
Antiquities Act as the only means
available at the time to prevent
unnecessary damage to sites of historic
or scientific importance to satisfy the
demand for strategic minerals in
World War 1. He noted that the
establishment of Jackson Hole National
Monument in 1943 made possible the
completion of Grand Teton National
Park, Wyo., when portions of the
monument were incorporated into the
park in 1950.

Director Russell E. Dickenson,
responding to greetings from the field
gatherings, complimented “this
generation of employees” of the
Service which is “making its mark.”
Rejecting criticism leveled at the
Service even by its friends, he
declared: “We are protecting the
parks, we are promoting and
encouraging public use—we are
promoting the national park idea and
encouraging the conservation ethic.”
The American people hold the units of
the world’s number one National Park
System in high esteem, and public
support of the parks has never been
higher, he said. “Out of the complex
coalition of special interests and other
factors which created this support,” he
added, “I think that perhaps the single
most important ingredient is the
individual park employees, and their
commitment and dedication to
national park principles.”

The Director announced on behalf of
the American Scenic and Historic
Preservation Society that the 1982
Cornelius Pugsley Gold Medal has
been awarded to Superintendent John
Townsley of Yellowstone National
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Park in recognition of his “eminent
career with the National Park Service,
and his lifetime contributions,
unselfishly given on behalf of the
United States of America.”
Superintendent Townsley, speaking on
the telephone network from a hospital
bed in Billings, Mont., described his
career in the Service as a “tremendous
experience.” Horace Albright added
his personal word of congratulation.

Director Dickenson was in turn
presented the U.S. Capitol Historical
Society’s George Washington Medal by
the organization’s executive secretary,
Cornelius W. Heine, who observed
that the National Park Service has
carried out its responsibilities in the
tradition of the Nation’s first president
who was “of the land and respected it,
and loved this new land and its
people.” Dickenson said he was
proud to accept the medal on behalf of
the Service.

During the dinner Gordon Fredine,
chairman of the 1916 Society, read a
letter from Richard Hart, chairman of

the board of the Employees and
Alumni Association, announcing .a
special $500 award to Terry Wood of
the Office of Legislation, WASO, for
her devotion to the association’s needs
and activities by maintaining a
secretariate in Washington and
handling the organization’s financial
transactions pending the appointment
of a treasurer.

In closing remarks former Director
Conrad L. Wirth emphasized the
importance of history in the life of the
Nation. “There is no way to put a
money value on it,” he said, “yet what
would a government by the people be
without the preservation of that
heritage.” The Antiquities Act was a
big step forward that made it
necessary to establish the National
Park Service as an agency of the
people “to nurture, protect and
manage the Nation’s most valuable
assets,” he said. :

Those who spoke for their groups in
response to a telephone network roll
call were: Jim Coleman, Mid-Atlantic;
Robert M. Baker, Southeast; Hugh R.
Gurney, North Atlantic; Doug
Warnock, Alaska; Robert J. Hentges,
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Park employees, children and visitors listen to
telephone conference throughout the System,
Aug. 25.

Pacific Northwest; W. Lowell White,
Western; Randall R. Pope, Midwest;
Lorraine Mintzmyer, Rocky Mountain;
Homer A. Robinson, Denver Service
Center; and Robert I. Kerr, Southwest.

Among the dinner guests. and others
introduced were officers and staff of
the National Geographic Society
including Owen R. Anderson,
executive vice president; former NPS
Directors Ron Walker and George B.
Hartzog, Jr.; Charles Peterson, who
had a key role in establishing and
carrying out the Historic American
Buildings Survey; Dr. Chatelain, and
Edward Hartzog, son of the former
director, who asked the blessing at
dinner.

In a brief business session the 1916
Society elected to membership on its
executive committee Herbert E. Kahler
of Alexandria, Va.; Harry M. Elsey of
Falls Church, Va., former chief of
financial management, WASQO; and
Georg Berklacy, chief, Office of Public
Affairs, WASO.

Gordon Fredine, chairman of the 1916 Society, at podium. Seated on front row: Director Dickenson,

Roosevelt signed the 1906 Act for the
Preservation of American Antiquities.

Director Dickenson with Secretary of the
Army John O. Marsh.

Eleanor McMillan. Cornelius Van S. Roosevelt and Helen Wirth.

National Geographic Society Membership Building, where the Founders Day dinner was
held for employees and alumni of the Washington, D.C., area.

Notice

THE ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL PARK RANGERS
SIXTH ANNUAL RENDEZVOUS

Oct. 30-Nov. 3 — Fontana Village
(65 miles south of Knoxville)

Program includes noted speakers, workshops, fun and fellowship.

For more information contact Ginny Rousseau, Rendezvous Coordinator,
Deep Creek Station, Bryson City, N.C. 28713 (704) 488-9440.




Descendents of Union Army’s First Black Regiment

A nationwide search is underway by
the North Atlantic Regional Office for
descendents of soldiers who served
from 1863-1865 in the Union Army’s
first black unit, the 54th Massachusetts
Regiment.

Descendents are being sought for a
rededication ceremony of the Robert
Gould Shaw Memorial, honoring the
soldiers. The ceremony is scheduled at
the monument in the Boston Common
late this Fall.

After the Civil War, Joshua B.
Smith, a fugitive slave from North
Carolina, initiated a fund to build this
memorial to honor the regiment for
their bravery and exploits during the
War. The monument, designed and
created by Augustus Saint-Gaudens,
was unveiled on the Boston Common
in 1897. (The sculptor’s home,
“Aspet,” and his studios and gardens,
are preserved as Saint-Gaudens
National Historic Site near Cornish,
N.H.)

Although more than 5,000 black
men served with General Washington
in the Continental Army during the
American Revolution, President
Abraham Lincoln did not allow black
soldiers into the Union Army until he
was pressured into it by both white
and black abolitionists. By War’s end,
more than 200,000 black soldiers
served with the Union Army and
approximately 38,000 were killed.

The heroic story of the fate of Robert
Gould Shaw and the men of the 54th
Massachusetts Regiment centered
around the Sea Islands off Charleston,
S.C., in 1863. The 54th Regiment
captured the islands, rescuing the
10th Connecticut Regiment from defeat
and massacre. Lacking food and rest,
after a 2-night march through pelting
rain, and receiving no proper rations,
the 54th was asked to lead an attack
on Fort Wagner. From the beginning,
the attack was almost certainly
doomed for defeat. There were 1,515

By Ted Fowler
Boston African American NHS, Mass.

casualities on the Union side; 181 for
the Confederates. It was a massacre.
Survivors were sent to hospitals or
prisons by Confederate forces. They
were badly mistreated.

Overnight, Fort Wagner became a
national symbol. The New York Tribune
called it, “The Bunker Hill” of black
America. Following the massacre,
enlistments in regiments manned by
black soldiers increased ten-fold; many
black regiments were formed in the
North, and Shaw and the men who
died with him became heroes, famous
throughout the Nation.

The 54th Regiment served with
distinction until secession and slavery
was defeated. By the end of the Civil
War, 180,000 free black men made up
10 percent of the Union Army. Lincoln
credited them with an essential part in
the final victory.

In preparation for the rededication
ceremony, names of slain soldiers will
be engraved on the monument. Also,

Cliff Craine and Csilla Felker of the Fogg Art Museum, Harvard University, at work on

the restoration of the casting of the Shaw Memorial that is located at Saint-Gaudens NHS,

N.H.

two markers interpreting Shaw and his
men will be placed at the monument
by the Boston African American
National Historic Site. Sponsors of the
ceremony include Friends of the Public
Gardens, NPS, and interested
Bostonians.

Anyone with information concerning
descendents of the 54th Massachusetts
Regiment should contact Ms. Dorothea
Powell, Boston African American
National Historic Site, 15 State Street,
Boston, MA 02109. Documentation is
requested.

Lake Mohave draws millions

By Tom Graham
Mohave District Ranger
Lake Mead National Recreation Area,
Ariz.-Nev.

To most people, Lake Mead
National Recreation Area brings to
mind the vast expanses of water
surrounded by colorful desert. The
body of water most often referred to
and recognized by visitors is Lake
Mead. But there is another lake in the
recreation area that draws over 2
million visitors each year. Lake
Mohave extends 67 miles between
Hoover Dam and Davis Dam,
encompassing a combined land and
water area of 407,892 acres.

The area around the lake is rich in
human history and beautiful scenery.
Native American history may date
back 4,000-5,000 years. Some
knowledge about these people can be
gained from the rock drawings, known
as petroglyphs, which can be found
throughout this region. The famous
Eldorado Gold Mining District of
1850 to 1860 lies on the upper
portion of the lake. Gold mines sprang
up like wildflowers. They were
scattered throughout the local
mountains. Stampmills were
developed to process the ore. Millions
of dollars of gold and other precious
minerals were extracted from the Lake
Mohave region.

Many people feel the scenery of this
area cannot be surpassed. Lake
Mohave, long and narrow, winds
through the sheer, majestic canyon
walls of the Black Canyon, once
visited by Colorado River steamboats,
and into the Cottonwood Valley
bordered by beautiful desert
mountains. Bighorn sheep may be
seen all year along the walls of high
rugged cliffs, and during the hot
Mohave Desert summers at the water’s
edge.

Lake Mohave has three developed
areas located along the lake. The
Willow Beach section of the lake,
located 11 miles below‘ Hoover Dam, is
world famous for its trophy trout.
Four-pound fish are not uncommon.
Cottonwood Cove and Katherine serve
as staging areas for houseboat
vacations and great bass fishing.
National Park Service campgrounds
are available at Cottonwood Cove and
Katherine, while a full range of
concession facilities are located at all
three areas.

The largest and most heavily used
area is Katherine. It shares with
Bullhead City, Ariz., located 6 miles
from the lake, the distinction of being
the hottest place in the country.
Temperatures often reach 120° F. The
rest of the lake, however, does not
escape the hot summer temperatures.
Fall, winter, and spring are beautifully

mild and make up for the elevated
temperatures of summer.

The land surrounding the lake has
many interesting geologic formations.
Volcanic activity created many of the
mountain ranges. Today, several hot
springs may be found in the upper
part of the lake, making us aware of
this area’s geologic history. Sand
dunes and beaches are prominent
along the lake. These sand formations
are remnants from an ancient lake that
once covered this area a million years
ago.

There is a great diversity of plant
and animal life around Lake Mohave.
A wet winter usually results in a
spectacular spring flower show. The
desert smoke tree has its northernmost
range near the lower end of Lake
Mohave. Many species of cactus and
yucca are also found in the area. Bird
watchers and casual naturalists have a
wide variety of animal life to enjoy.
Different areas can provide a variety of
interests, ranging from the water birds
to those found in the many canyons
and mountains. A number of species
of raptors occur in the area, including
the bald eagle, golden eagle and
osprey.

Reptiles are especially well
represented, ranging from the
poisonous Mohave rattlesnake and
Gila Monster to the colorful California
kingsnake and collared lizard. The
number of species of mammals found
in the area is surprising. Interesting
critters like the common White-tailed
Antelope squirrel and kangaroo rat,
and the elusive ringtail and kit fox can

be seen in this area of the recreation
area.

Fishing, water-skiing, houseboating,
and camping are the major recreation
pursuits on Lake Mohave. Trout, black
bass, crappie, and catfish are the
principal game fish. There are three
species of native fish that are found in
the lake: the bony-tail chub, the

Colorado River squawfish, and the
humpback sucker. Recently the striped
bass was discovered to be established
in the lake.

Lake Mohave, the other part of Lake
Mead National Recreation Area, is
indeed a beautiful and interesting
place to work and visit. We just
thought you would like to know.

Insurance cut-off proposed for barrier islands

In mid-August, Secretary Watt
proposed that 188 areas along the
Atlantic and Gulf Coasts be designated
undeveloped coastal barriers.

If there are no substantive or
overriding reasons for change, the
action will be made final in late
November after a 90-day public review
period.

“The proposed designations assure
that the general public will no longer
be required to subsidize the protection
of future coastal developments
through Federal flood insurance,” the
Secretary said. “Private interests will
have to assume flood risks on future
barrier beach developments, as was
the case prior to enactment of the
National Flood Insurance Act in 1968.”

The Secretary’s proposal responds to
a directive in the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1981. He
transmitted to Congress a study, as
required by the Act, and published in
the Federal Register the proposed list
of areas and standards for designation.

A press conference on the action
was held by Ric Davidge, special
assistant to the Assistant Secretary for
Fish and Wildlife and Parks. Davidge
served as chairman of the task force
that recommended the selections,
which were based upon information
developed by the Department over the
past 50 years and upon new studies of
400 sites along the Atlantic and Gulf
Coasts.

In answer to questions, Davidge
explained that the designations would
not prevent development of private
lands on the areas, but would make it
necessary for owners to obtain
commercial insurance or assume flood
risks themselves.

The Department is recommending
one change in the legislation: to
extend the prohibition against U.S.
insurance to barriers under Federal,
State, local or private protection. This
would include nine national seashores
managed by NPS.

Everglades:
Biosphere Reserve and
World Heritage Site

“There are no other Everglades in the
World. They are, they have always been,
never wholly known. Nothing anywhere
else is like them; their vast glittering
openness, wider than the enormous
visible round of the horizon, the racing
free saltness and sweetness of their
massive winds, under the dazzling blue
heights of space. They are unique also in
the simplicity, the forms of life they
enclose . . . It is a river of grass.”

—Marjory Stoneman Douglas
in “The Everglades: River of
Grass.”
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Keynote address was by Asst. Secy. G. Ray Arnett, who was joined on the speakers’

-

platform by Miccosukee Tribal Chairman Buffalo Tiger, William Gregg, Dr. Francesco
diCastri, Superintendent Morehead and Deacon Wallace Key.

It was a Florida day right out of the
Chamber of Commerce
brochure—brilliant blue skies dotted
with puffy white clouds offering relief
from the sun and a brisk breeze
moderating the 91° temperature. With
the main visitor center of Everglades
National Park serving as the backdrop,
visitors assembled on the lawn before .
a simple speakers’ platform

surrounded by native plants. To the
right, two brilliant splashes of colorful
patterned cloth, sewn in the traditional
Miccosukee Indian style, concealed the
commemorative plaques. Many of the
audience were old-timers—former
employees and long-time local
residents—while others were first-time
visitors, surprised and pleased to
share in the festivities.
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The date, April 6, 1982, had no prior
significance for the park, which was
declared an International Biosphere
Reserve on Oct. 26, 1976, and a World
Heritage Site on Oct. 26, 1979. But the
ceremonies that afternoon formally
recognized the fact that Everglades
National Park is one of only eight
areas in the world to receive these
dual designations.

Assistant Secretary of the Interior for
Fish, and Wildlife and Parks, G. Ray
Arnett, was the principal speaker and
reminded the audience that “the
preservation and protection of this
great park is a task that has
international importance. This is a
responsibility to which all of us should
dedicate ourselves.”

Dr. Francesco di Castri, Director of
the Division of Ecological Sciences for
UNESCO, obviously enjoyed the
tropical weather and charmed the
assembly as he talked about the Man
and the Biosphere Program. Director
Dickenson ably stepped in as MC
when a cancelled flight kept Southeast
Regional Director Bob Baker from
attending. Also on the platform were
Superintendent Jack Morehead; Buffalo
Tiger, Chairman of the Miccosukee
Indian Tribe; Bill Gregg from the
Office of Science and Technology,
WASQO; and Deacon Wallace Key, a
31-year employee of the park who
delivered the invocation.

Especially appropriate to the
occasion was the original music

presented by Dale and Linda Crider,
whose message about Endangered
Species is a part of the Florida Game
and Fresh Water Fish Commission’s
public information program.

But government titles and
international dignitaries aside, the
undisputed star of the afternoon was
Marjorie Stoneman Douglas! On the
eve of her 92nd birthday, her only
apparent infirmity is her fading vision,
for her eloquence remains brilliant
and, at times, as stinging as in the
past when she indefatigably battled
any and all who would threatened her
beloved Everglades. In addition to the
bouquet of birthday flowers from
Superintendent Morehead, Ms.
Douglas was further honored by the
presentation of the Society of
American Travel Writers” “Phoenix
Award,” recognizing her ongoing
involvement in environmental and
cultural preservation programs which
foster a quality travel environment.

The traditional closing for any
dedicatory program . . . the unveiling
of the commemorative plaques . . .
revealed imposing bronze markers on
either side of the entrance walkway,
handsomely mounted in native oolitic
limestone boulders.

It was a memorable day . . . a
happy day . . . a proud day,
reminding all who attended, in Ms.
Douglas” words: “There are no other
Everglades in the World.” They are,
indeed, a world heritage.






