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XWX Director's Holiday Message g8

To All Employees:

It is especially appropriate, during this
Holiday Season, for me to express my deep
gratitude to the members of the Park
Service community for the staunch support
and assistance I have received since my ap-
pointment as Director.

Looking back over the year, I believe
the recent Superintendents’ Conference was
a real milestone. The benefits were many,
not the least being the pervasive spirit of
good will with which old friends gathered
in the handsome setting of Rocky Mountain
National Park.

There emerged, also, a much clearer

understanding of future direction toward which

many valuable recommendations were
received during the sessions. And we returned
from the Conference with renewed pride

in our organization.

Looking to the years ahead, it is in-
evitable that the intensity of our activities
will increase, that our responsibilities will
continue to grow and that we will need to
adapt to changing conditions. But the Service
has always displayed a remarkable flexibility
in retaining its exceptional traditions while
being responsive to new requirements.

I am therefore confident the future holds

great promise for the national parks and for
the National Park Service. And this Adminis-
tration has made clear the depth and extent
of its environmental commitment.

Ira Hutchison joins me in extending to
each Park Service family our best wishes for
your continued health and good fortune
in the New Year.

J/«,.W%IQAM



DSC spends heritage money fast

Three principals in the DSC’s effort on the NPS Bicentennial Land Heritage Program are (left to right) Jim Kiryakakis, senior land-
scape architect, SE/SW team; Vern Smith, chief, Branch of Historic Architecture; and Al Heubner, assistant manager, PNW/W team.

The Denver Service Center obligated 92
per cent of the $51.9 million allotted for con-
struction projects in the Bicentennial Land
Heritage Program for FY 1977.

“The National Park Service looks to this
program to make a substantial dent in its
development backlog,” says John Henneberger,
DSC manager.

“An important aspect of this accomplish-
ment is the credibility we hope it will give the
Service with Congress and the Administration,”
Henneberger said. “It was important for us to
demonstrate an ability to obligate develop-
ment funds rapidly.”

When President Carter signed the supple-
mental appropriations bill for the National
Park Service in May, DSC was already gearing
up for the major S-year construction program,
filling 50 additional professional and technical
positions to supplement its planning, design,
and construction staffs. Much of the pre-
liminary work, contacting and identifying
prospective contractors, had to be completed
before September 30, 1977.

About 60 per cent of the supplemental
funds were earmarked for road construction
and resurfacing. Most of these contracts were
obligated by the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration.

“Qur relationship with FHA is of long
standing, John says, “and we greatly appreciate
the fine support we get from the professionals
in this agency.”

About 20 per cent of the funds were
allocated to historic preservation, and the re-
mainder for a variety of other projects, includ-
ing design of new facilities such as visitor
centers, bike trails, water systems and reser-
voirs, sewage-treatment systems, and building
rehabilitation. Planning and design are
important because the program is expected to
provide more than $600 million for develop-
ment and preservation of Park Service facilities
over the next 5 years.

From May through September, DSC, the
regions, and the parks worked well together to
finalize designs, publish bidding documents,
and award contracts. The Federal Highway
Administration worked with DSC to complete
road projects.

Out of the 45 construction contracts pro-
grammed from this year’s supplemental
funds, 42 were awarded, accounting for $47.6
million of the funds obligated. At the same
time, DSC obligated 97 percent of the regular
1977 construction program, accounting for
$28.6 million in net construction dollars. In
addition, 40 design contracts were awarded
to private architectural and engineering firms.
Henneberger pointed out that the awarding
of these contracts represents a good start in
catching up with the Service’s backlog of
development projects, and also contributes to
improving the American economy by providing
jobs in many different fields.

In addition to monies committed to projects
in the great scenic parks, major allocations
were made to historic areas and parkways.
Some of the more interesting historic preserva-
tion projects planned are summarized below:

e More than $4 million for the restoration
of or the building of a replica Civil War gunboat
USS Cairo, which was discovered by WASO
historian Ed Bearss and resurrected from the
Yazoo River several years ago. Funds will
also cover the development of a museum in
Vicksburg, Va., where the remains of the gun-
boat have been located. (See Nov. COURIER,
Vol. 1, No. 1.)

e Fort Stanwix will get an additional
$741,000 to complete restoration of the
fort begun during the Bicentennial.

o Work will begin on preserving and re-
storing the Old St. Louis Courthouse at Jeffer-
son National Expansion Memorial, Restoration
of the old courthouse, where Dred Scott
unsuccessfully sued for his freedom in 1848,
is expected to cost several million dollars
and is scheduled for completion in 1981.

e Fort Yellowstone, in our first national
park, will be restored. An appropriation of
$100,000 from this year’s program will get
underway. The project is expected to take 8
years and eventually cost $9.5 million.

In awarding contracts for all Land Heritage
funds, emphasis was placed on involving
minority and small business contractors as
much as possible. Plans include contracting
with a firm of handicapped individuals
in Cambridge, Mass., for a study of how to
make all areas in the System more accessible
to the handicapped.




First Lady visits Chamizal

By Ben Moffett
Public Information
Officer, SWRO

A ranger tilted back her Smokey Bear hat
just a tad to let the evening breeze cool the
moist spot along the sweat band. Another pat-
ted his stomach and allowed that a deluxe
enchilada plate and a pitcher of border lemon-
ade would be a delightful way to cap the day.

It was a tired but satisfied staff that stood
in front of Chamizal National Memorial that
November day as the sun set and the lights
began to flicker on along the foothills of El
Paso’s purple Franklin Mountains and just
across the border in Juarez, Mexico.

Their job was done. After 2 weeks of prep-
arations and a day of hard work, they could
now relax a bit and watch as the 500 or so
guests loaded into buses, limos and private cars.
There was the battalion of photographers, the
writing press, the local bigwigs, the musicians,
the ambassadors, the cabinet members, the gov-
ernors, the Secret Service and the first ladies—
Mrs. Lopez Portillo of Mexico and Mrs.
Rosalynn Carter.

They were leaving. The limousine of Mrs.
Lopez Portillo headed toward the exit. The
Chamizal staff began to review the events of the
day:

“Mrs. Carter seems so nice, but I really

didn’t get a good look at her ... ”

“She stayed longer than I expected . ..”

“Her smile is so pretty ... I just wish I

could have talked to her...”

Suddenly, out of the evening shadows a
familiar form began to emerge.

Eyes strained.

Better tighten up the tie, ranger. It looks
like, couldn’t be, smiles like, must be, by golly,

it definitely is!! Rosalynn Carter, strolling back
up the esplanade between fidgety Secret Service
agents.

“I just wanted to thank you for the good
work that you all did,” she told the group.
“What a beautiful park you have here.”

She talked softly, not quite loud enough to
suit Superintendent Frank Smith and Regional
Director Cook and Director Whalen who were
standing in the background, ears cocked. Her
attention was riveted on the uniformed
personnel.

NPS photographer Fred Mang’s camera
began to click.

“I hope I’'m not making any of you late,”

the First Lady said.

“Oh, no. No, no, no,” she was assured by a

chorus.

She signed autographs, moving from person
to person. The strobe light on Mang’s camera lit
up the area at two second intervals. Zap. Zap.
Zap. Zap.

The staff lined up for a group picture with
Mrs. Carter in the center.

After everyone had a chance to shake Mrs.
Carter’s hand—including Cook and Whalen—it
was over: “Thank you so much. It’s been a

lovely day,” she said.

A ranger tilted back her Smokey Bear hat
just a tad and proclaimed: “Now that’s what I
call a real first lady. Gee whiz!”

Treaty commemorated

A decade ago President Diaz Ordaz of
Mexico and President Lyndon Johnson met at
the border separating these two cities to imple-
ment the Chamizal Treaty —a document that
ended a century-long border dispute between
the countries.

First Lady Rosalynn Carter greets the crowd of several hundred guests at commemorative cere-
mony, Chamizal NM,

First Ladies (on left) Carmon Romano de
Lopez Portillo and Rosalynn Carter.

As a result of the settlement, the two gov-
ernments exchanged a quantity of land that had
been disputed because of a shift in the course of
of the Rio Grande. “Let Chamizal stand as a
symbol to all the world that the most trouble-
some of problems can yield to the tools of
peace,” President Johnson said.

On Nov. 3, 1977-10 years later—First
Ladies Rosalynn Carter and Carmen Romano
de Lopez Portillo met at the border to com-
memorate that signing. Then the two women
visited monuments erected on exchanged land—
the National Park Service’s Chamizal National
Memorial in El Paso and its sister memorial just
across the Rio in Juarez.

“This will be a day to talk about the blend-
ing of our cultures,” Mrs. Carter said upon
arrival.

After spending the early afternoon visiting
Mexico’s Chamizal and other cultural attrac-
tions in Juarez, Mrs. Carter, Mrs. Lopez Portillo
and their official parties arrived at Chamizal
National Memorial to greet a crowd of several
hundred invited guests. The guests nibbled on
finger sandwiches and sipped Sangria while wait-
ing for the two first ladies, who fell behind
schedule in Juarez.

Mrs. Carter arrived wearing a brown tweed
skirt and vest, white bow-tie blouse and brown
pumps—much less formal than many of the on-
lookers. Mrs. Lopez Portillo wore a black-orange
and gray print dress, shimmering earrings and
bright blue eye shadow which correlated well
with the long formals worn by some guests.

Following introductions, Mrs. Carter said
that she “spent the morning talking with Mrs.
Portillo, trying to determine what types of
things both the United States and Mexico can
do to expand on the arts.”

Mrs. Carter presented Mrs. Lopez Portillo
with a handcrafted dulcimer following which the
the first ladies mingled with the guests and
viewed a festive-tent display of works created
by major southwestern artists. The group also
heard a musical program by the Dallas Sym-
phony Brass Quintet and by pianist Jeffrey
Swan.



A new national Christmas tree

When the first living national Christmas
tree died sometime last year, President’s
Park Manager Bill Ruback knew the reason
why. It was a Pennsylvania tree, transplanted
to the humid, air-polluted Washington, D.C.,
environment. The tree literally was gassed
to death.

Earlier this year, Ruback launched a 4-
month long, 6,000-mile search for a national
Christmas tree that could thrive in the
environment on the Ellipse. His search ended
with the planting of the second living national
Christmas tree Oct. 25.

A 20-ton, 30-foot high Colorado Blue
Spruce, the new national Christmas tree was
donated anonymously by a Rockville, Md.,
couple and trucked to the Ellipse site.
According to Chris Schillizzi, lead park
technician for President’s Park, the tree has
been carefully transplanted. It took more than
a day to install the new tree. First the trans-
plant team had to dig a hole and lay a base
of rocks to ensure proper drainage. On top of
the rocks is a layer of fiber glass insulation,
then dirt and finally the root ball of the tree.

“We really hope this one will live forever,”
said Chris. He means they hope the 30-year
old tree will live out its normal life span of
150-200 years. But the environment around
the Ellipse is fragile not only for ecological
but political reasons. Just 2 weeks after
transplant, demonstrators protesting the
visit of the Shah of Iran caused $10,000 damage
to juniper trees on the Ellipse. Fortunately
the new national Christmas tree was spared.

Park Police eye

U.S. Park Police, looking towards their
communications needs for the 1980s, see
a time when a 45,000-mile phone call via
outer space may quicken their response time
to emergency situations, especially in remote
areas.

In cooperation with the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration (NASA)
the park police sponsored a briefing Sept. 20
on the Public Service Communications
Satellite concept.

Hosted by Chief Jerry L. Wells, the brief-
ing was attended by 48 persons from 22 organ-
izations that are involved in Federal law en-
forcement. Also attending were Canadian
Mounties, Interpol representatives and inter-
national police chiefs.

Richard S. Tousley, chief of the Division
of Ranger Activities and Protection, WASO,
and NCR Deputy Director Jimmy L. Dunning
also attended the briefing.

NASA engineers demonstrated existing
experimental satellite technology, including a
two-way color television conference between
Washington participants and others at a
NASA facility in California.

Another demonstration involved use of
a small hand-held portable radio which received
a message via satellite from North Carolina.
Later a satellite located an electronic tracking
device hidden in Catoctin Mountain Park, Md.

NASA proposes to launch the Public

Workers hoist the new national Christmas tree aloft on its site in President’s Park, directly behind
the White House.

The tree’s biggest moment of the year pageant goes back to the Coolidge administra-
comes Dec. 15, when President Carter lights tion and attracts up to 4,000 people depending
it as part of the Pageant of Peace. This on the weather.

space-age communications

.‘ !‘

Park Policemen look over a scale model of the Space Shuttle “Enterprise,” which will lift the new
communications satellite into orbit sometime in the early 1980s. (Left to right) Lt. Robert F. Zarger,
Maj. Jack M. Sands, Maj.Roy E. Coign, Deputy Chief Hugh A. Groves, Asst. Chief Frank Arthur, Chief
Jerry Wells, Maj. Douglas C. McPherson, Maj. William W. McQueeny, and Deputy Chief Parker T. Hill.

Service Communications Satellite in the early and will serve the entire continental U.S.,

*80s as part of its space shuttle program. The Alaska, Hawaii and the Caribbean.

satellite will be a high altitude repeater, This will enable park policemen to contact
orbiting above a single point on the globe each other over enormous distances without
at an altitude of 22,300 miles above the equator ground-base towers to relay their messages.



Sleeping Bear dedication draws dignitaries
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Michigan Gov. William G. Milliken addresses the throngs gathered for the Oct. 22 dedication of
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, Mich. On the rostrum (left to right) are Superintendent

Donald R. Brown; Midwest Regional Director Dave Beal; NPS Associate Director for Management and

Operations Jim Tobin; and Julius Martinek, recently retired superintendent of the Dunes.

By Odell A. Hanson
Public Affairs Officer, MRO

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore “‘is
taking its place in the sun.”

That was the message sent by Secretary
of the Interior Cecil D. Andrus on the occasion
of the dedication October 22 of this 7-year-old
NPS unit on the eastern shore of Lake Michigan.

The statement was meant to be figurative.
It turned out to be literal, because a bright sun
and tolerable temperatures graced the outdoor
program at a time of year when winter some-
times stages previews.

The program, celebrating formal establish-
ment of the Lakeshore, took place at the foot
of the huge Sleeping Bear dune, for which the
Lakeshore was named. While Michigan Gov.
William G. Milliken and others were addressing
the several hundred persons in attendance,
youngsters did what comes naturally when con-
fronted by a mountain of sand; they climbed
it. The dune climb is one of the established
recreational features of the 71,000 acre Lake-
shore, located in northwestern lower Michigan,
near Traverse City and Frankfort.

The dedication followed by one day the
seventh anniversary of the park’s authoriza-
tion by Congress, and speeches by State, local
and NPS dignitaries were flavored with
reminiscences of the battles fought for
preservation of the area.

“It has required the efforts of a great
number of people to make this ceremony
possible,” said Gov. Milliken in his dedicatory
address. ““The Michigan Congressional dele-
gation, the Department of the Interior,
the staff of the National Park Service and
the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
Advisory Commission all deserve special
mention.”

Mentioned most frequently for his leader-
ship role in adding the Lakeshore to the Na-
tional Park System was the late Michigan
Senator Philip A. Hart.

“When Phil Hart committed himself to
the establishment of the Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore, it was not a popular
or an easy decision,” said Gov. Milliken.

“But it was the right decision and future
generations will remember and be grateful

to Phil Hart for his perseverance, commitment
and courage in successfully taking on this
tough issue.”

The Governor paid tribute also to the
contributions toward Lakeshore preserva-
tion by three other Michigan conservationists,
Harold Titus, Carl Johnson and Genevieve
Gillette. Johnson, of Cadillac, Mich., is a
member and former chairman of the Lake-
shore’s Advisory Commission.

Representing Director Whalen and Secretary
Andrus on the program was Associate Director
for Management and Operations Jim Tobin.

“Seven years have now elapsed since
Congress authorized the Lakeshore,” he noted.
“To some, it may seem that we have moved
slowly. On the other hand, we get a bit of
perspective when we realize that Nature took
centuries—ages, in fact—to create the out-
standing natural features, the forest, beaches,
dune formations and other glacial phenomena
which make this such an exceptional area.”

Donald R. Brown, who just this fall became
superintendent of the Lakeshore, opened the
program and Midwest Regional Director Dave
Beal served as master of ceremonies.

Congressman Elford A. Cederberg, whose
10th Michigan district includes part of the
Lakeshore, addressed the group, and aides
delivered messages from U.S. Sen. Donald W.
Riegle, Jr., and Congressman Guy Vander

Allen T. Edmunds, prominent NPS retiree,
who participated in area studies leading to the
lakeshore’s authorization by Congress.

Jagt, whose 9th district also includes part of
the park.

First hand recollections of the trials and
challenges which were faced during the Lake-
shore’s early years were delivered by Julius
A. Martinek of Frankfort, first and only
superintendent until his retirement this fall.

Music was provided by the Frankfort
High School Band and the Interlochen Arts
Academy Brass Quintet.

Major introductions of platform guests
were made by Noble D. Travis of Leland,
Mich., chairman of the Lakeshore’s Advisory
Commission. Travis and Commission members
were partners with the Lakeshore staff in
planning and preparing for the festive day.

Refreshments for all in attendance followed
the program. Park wives had baked more than
1,000 cookies for the occasion, and served
the complimentary goodies with hot apple
cider and cherry juice.

The dedication was only one event in an
eventful period for this Great Lakes park,
with its massive dunes, sandy beaches, forested
hills, quiet rivers and inland lakes.

Formal establishment was signalled by
a Federal Register notice that enough lands
were in Federal ownership to make the park
efficiently administrable. The State of Michigan
last year donated to NPS its lands within the
Lakeshore, including two popular campgrounds.
Land purchases accelerated as the result of
increased funding, and about 70 percent of the
acreage has been acquired.

The recent change in superintendents added
another page to the park’s history. A study
of a scenic road called for in the authorizing
act was recently released. And preliminary
work on a proposed revision of the park’s
master plan has begun.



Grand Canyon concessioner older than park

By Roger Giddings
Resource Management
Grand Canyon National Park

In 1898, 21 years before Grand Canyon
became a national park, gentleman rancher
and entrepreneur John George Verkamp came
to the South Rim. His cattle business in
Cincinnati, Ohio, was doing so well he wanted
to chance a new business venture. He traded
flour, sugar and other items to the Indians
in return for hand-made jewerly, rugs and
pottery. In turn, he sold them to Grand
Canyon visitors and thrived.

Verkamp lived in a tent about 200 yards
west of today’s Bright Angel Lodge. In
1906 he built the two-story home and store,
little knowing what a boon his trading busi-
ness would become. The Depression ruined
his cattle business in Ohio and he stayed on
in Arizona.

Jack Verkamp, Sr., died in 1944, but
the Verkamps continue to carry on the
operation as a family. Jack Verkamp, Jr.,
is president; his mother, Catherine, is vice-
president; his sister, Peggy, is secretary-
treasurer; and his son, Michael, is general
manager. In more than 70 years of business,
the Verkamp name has become as familiar
as Powell, Kolb, Hance and Tanner.

Today the family sells Navajo, Hopi and
Zuni creations including pottery, rugs and
fine jewelry of silver, turquoise, mother-
of-pearl and coral. “It’s really hard to tell
how many park visitors come into the store,”
Jack says, “but we serve a majority of them.”
A huge porch faces the Canyon, only a
stone’s throw from the edge.

The Verkamps employ between eight and
15 workers depending on the season. During
summers they hire as many Grand Canyon
High School students as possible. Don
Longhoma, a Hopi, has been with the store
for 31 years. Jack remembers one employee
who was not a permanent resident of the
Canyon: “I don’t know if he’d have ever
made a career working at Verkamp’s,
had things been different. But he’s probably
glad he didn’t. He left here to join the
entertainment world and write songs like
‘King of the Road,’ and ‘Dang Me.” His name
is Roger Miller. Actually, Roger stopped by
this past summer again to see us.”

As far as prices at Verkamp’s goes,

Mike reports they’re not what they used ¥ e LIRS

to be; they’ve changed to reflect rising - \ NR——
costs. But the high quality of the merchan-
dise and the visitor service continues. High
quality is the Verkamp tradition.

(Top) Verkamp store in Grand Canyon
Village on the South Rim of Grand Canyon.
(Left) John George Verkamp, Sr., next to his
tent where he started his Indian handicraft
operation way back in ‘98. (Below) Park
Ranger Ernest Kuncl with Jack Verkamp, Jr.,
discuss Navaho rug history in front of the
Store.




Director visits Indiana Dunes

(Top) Director Whalen chats with members
of the Save the Dunes Council; (right) Visitors
Center at Indiana Dunes NL is a converted
church; and (below) Superintendent J. R.
Whitehouse talks to fellow passenger on the
South Shore RR. Looking on are Director
Whalen, Midwest Reg’l Director Dave Beal,
and WASO Chief Scientist Ted Sudia.

Larry Waldron
Chief Park Interpreter
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore

“The beauty of the trees and other plant
life in their autumn garb was beyond descrip-
tion.”

This was Stephen Mather, first director of
the National Park Service, speaking in 1916
about an October visit to the Indiana Dunes.

In October, Bill Whalen, the tenth director
of the National Park Service, visited Indiana
Dunes National Lakeshore. Director Mather
had been speaking to a group of citizens with
a dream of creating an Indiana Dunes park.
Director Whalen came to speak to the group
largely responsible for making that dream a
reality.

It was in 1966 that Congress passed leg-
islation authorizing Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore. In his speech to the 25th annual
dinner of the Save the Dunes Council of
Beverly Shores, Indiana, Director Whalen said,
“Your organization has played a major role
during the past quarter century in making the
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore a reality.”

Even though the park is now a reality,
there are still conservation battles being fought
at Indiana Dunes.

When Director Mather spoke in Chicago
in 1916, most people visited the Indiana
Dunes by the Chicago South Shore & South
Bend Railroad. Today the South Shore Rail-
road is still running, the last interurban electric
railroad in existence. However, its continuing
existence is in question. At Interstate Com-
merce Commission hearings in January 1977,
the South Shore Railroad petitioned to drop
its passenger service because of financial
losses. The ICC postponed its decision for
a year.

At the invitation of the Save the Dunes
Council and the South Shore Recreation,
another conservation group, Director Whalen
rode the South Shore Railroad. Whalen, Mid-
west Regional Director Dave Beal and Super-
intendent J.R. Whitehouse boarded the train
in downtown Chicago. An hour later they
arrived at the new visitor center.

At the Save the Dunes Council dinner that
night, Whalen said about the ride on the train,
“In most national parks, there are no viable
alternatives to the automobile. But here at
Indiana Dunes we already have the South Shore
Railroad connecting such urban centers as
Chicago, Gary, and South Bend with the heart
of the park. Every effort should be made
to save and improve these facilities. Superin-
tendent Whitehouse has so testified at the
ICC hearings.”

If the South Shore Railroad is saved, urban
residents can take the train next October,
and every October to observe ‘“‘the beauty of
the trees in their autumn garb.” The same
beauty Directors Mather and Whalen observed
on trips more than 50 years apart.



Over 900 log huts were constructed in Washington’s winter en-
campment of 1777-78. He required each hut to be built to house 12
soldiers, although the number varied. The huts were provided with

straw for bedding and little else.

Beginning the 17th of this month, Valley
Forge National Historical Park, Pa., com-
memorated the 200th anniversary of George
Washington’s 6-month encampment where
3,000 of his 11,000 soldiers died from the
cold, disease and starvation.

The park plans a variety of programs
to commemorate this anniversary between
Dec. 17 and June 19, including a series of
historical lectures, new interpretive programs,
and ceremonial events.

A brief run-down of events follows:

@ Dec. 17—John Reed, a noted writer
and historian discussed, in the park’s audi-
torium, the Valley Forge campaign, the
battles and surrounding events that led to the
American army encampment and the British
occupation of Philadelphia during the winter.
The park unveiled a new audiovisual, sound-
slide program that gave a summary of the
encampment and significant events at
Valley Forge.

e Dec. 19-0n this, the historic date of
the march into Valley Forge, living history
troops—from the park and historical
organizations—followed the same route that
Washington’s Continentals took along historic
Gulph Road. Visitors marched behind the
troops, toward the Memorial Arch where a
ceremony commemorating the beginning
of the encampment took place. A Federal
judge administered the naturalization oath
to 200 new American citizens.

® Jan. 13—The park will begin bi-
monthly research symposiums to continue

through June 16. Park historians, each involved
in extensive research projects on Valley

Forge, will present their findings every other
Friday.

e During the week of Washington’s
birthday, February 22, the park will sponsor
numerous activities including living history
groups portraying the winter encampment
to show the difficult conditions under which
Washington and his men struggled.

e May 6—French government represen-
tatives will be invited to participate in events
marking the date French assistance to the
fledgling United States was announced.
Several hundred living history troops will
re-enact encampment life, followed by the
firing of the famous *‘feu de joie,” as soldiers
fire muskets down the line. Artillery firing
will also be part of the commemoration.

e June 19—During the weekend, living
history group demonstrations, and other
ceremonies, will mark the historic occasion
of the march-out of Washington’s troops.

In addition to the programs listed above,
sometime in February, the statue of Friedrich
von Steuben, the Prussian Baron who devised
and carried out an effective training program
for the American soldiers, will be moved
to a location overlooking the Grand Parade,
with appropriate ceremony. A late March
or early April dedication program will mark
the official opening of the park’s new visitor
center. Several special programs will give
.in-depth information about the encampment
and the private soldier.

Women of the American Revolution played an important role as
nurses, seamstresses, soapmakers and assistants in camp chores, as well
as proving some much-needed cheer for the men.

A variety of speakers, including Dr.
Benjamin Quarles of Morgan State University
and Linda Grant DePauw, history professor
at George Washington University, will discuss
subjects relating to the encampment. In
the new visitor center there will be special
photographic and art exhibits on Blacks
and women in the American Revolution and
on military justice. Also, several plays con-
cerning the encampment and other historic
events that occurred here are now in
production.

Washington was determined to keep his army
together during the winter encampment—at the
cost of 3,000 dead and untold suffering from
the cold and malnutrition.







