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Director sets NPS goals for staff 
Director Bill Whalen called on NPS employ­

ees to help him make the Park Service "the 
most efficient and the most effective organi­
zation in Government" in a speech he delivered 
Feb. 16 to all WASO staffers. 

"I'm going to expect a lot," said Director 
Whalen. "And, I think I will get it." 

The transition period between directors is 
now over, he said, and "the organization we 
now have is the one that is going to either suc­
ceed or fail in the task of operating the National 
Park System in the next few years. 

"I believe that we are going to succeed. But 
it won't be easy, it won't be automatic and it 

Director William J. Whalen speaks before the National Park Service staff in Washington, D.C. 

won't happen if all of you here today aren't 
willing to work to make it happen." 

During his remarks, which lasted for about 
30 minutes, the Director addressed himself to 
the future and directions of the National Park 
Service, reviewing current issues facing all 
employees. 

He said that he had asked Ted Sudia, chief 
of the Division of Research and Scientific 
Services, to develop a plan that will create a 
new and higher level of science management in 
the field and Washington. "We will be increas­
ing our knowledge about the parks and the 
threats to the parks," he said. This will provide 
early warning systems that will help in heading 
off problems before they get started. 

Whalen called for better interpretive pro­
grams, especially environmental education 
programs for the young. "We have the largest 
and the most beautiful outdoor classrooms in 
this Nation," he said. "We must use them to 
create understanding and appreciation for all 
that we have inherited from a bountiful God 
and nature." 

Director Whalen noted that several segments 
of the population are substantially under-
represented among park visitors. "Among 
those for whom we must provide a positive 
welcome are senior citizens, minorities, the 
handicapped and the non-English speaking." 

"Just as we must seek a wider audience in 
the parks, so must we work to change our own 
profile to better reflect the ethnic diversity 
of this Nation," he said. To improve NPS's 
EEO program, he set a Servicewide target of 25 
percent of seasonal employees to be minorities 
and women. In addition, he initiated a pro­
gram for recruitment and on-the-job training-
from inside and outside the Service-of up to 
12 women and minorities at the GS-13 level 
in each of the next 5 years. 

He called on employees to contribute their 
very best-"not only your labor, but your 
judgment." 

In conclusion, the Director said: "In the 
last analysis, we account to each other and to 
ourselves. I cannot succeed without your help, 
and I must try to give direction to your efforts. 
I intend to do my job with every bit of energy 
and ability that I possess. If you will do the 
same, together we will get the job done. We 
can stand tall and proud knowing that this 
Nation is stronger and more beautiful and its 
people live better lives because of the work of 
the people of the National Park Service." 

After his speech, the Director answered a 
few questions and introduced his top 
staff members. 



Would you drive in 200-mph wind? 
By Dwight Hamilton 
Chief Park Naturalist 

Rocky Mountain National Park 

Motorists, who are at certain times of the 
year not allowed to use Trail Ridge Road at 
Rocky Mountain National Park, are frequently 
frustrated and ask, "Why?" There are good 
reasons, we can assure you. 

Conditioned to modern technologies which 
overcome most inconveniences, travelers are un­
able to visualize the awesome forces of winter 
weather which take control of the mountain 
road after the last plow has departed in the fall. 
The 11 miles of paving above treeline are 

pounded by hurricane force arctic winds, 
especially in December and January, shifting 
the more than 250 inches of average cumula­
tive snowfall into mounds that would bury a 
small house. Indeed, the drifts do usually bury 
the Alpine Visitor Center by May, with only 
a foot or two of the roof showing. 

Several winters ago, a young man from 
New Hampshire who had spent two record-
setting winters on Mount Washington re­
searching wind velocities, came to Trail Ridge 
Road to learn about the fierce Continental Di­
vide winds. The weather station he installed 
at the "knife edge" section of the road simply 
disintegrated from wind pressures approach­

ing 200-miles-pcr-hour. He discovered that 
mountain wind, like water flowing over falls, 
accelerated and produced a venturi effect as 
it dropped into valleys. 

Human beings cannot tolerate such con­
ditions without adequate shelter. The few 
animals whose habitats are the alpine regions 
are among the greatest specialists on earth be­
cause they have adapted to such hostile condi­
tions. The ptarmigan, matching the snow with 
one of its three plumage changes, burrows un­
der the snow until the thunderous ground 
blizzard abates and the storm passes. The 
rabbit-like pika remains awake in its cave 
deep under an exposed rock pile, emerging 
on quiet, warmer days. The yellowbelly mar­
mot curls in a ball shape, dormant in a grass-
lined cave under a snow bank. 

Elsewhere in Colorado, some mountain 
passes are kept open nearly all of the time, but 
with great expense and effort. For short dis­
tances they rise above the relative quiet of the 
forests, so their access can be maintained. 

Logistically, winter road maintenance be­
comes an impossibility when the rapidly drift­
ing snow, whipped by zero visibility ground 
blizzards, settles again after the plow passes. 
Some crosscountry motorists have rarely seen 
snow, let alone driven in it at alpine heights 
and under such severe conditions. 

Trail Ridge Road, Rocky Mountain NP, Colo. 

Lake Mead's water safety campaign 
There once was this fellow named Reed, 
Who did a very dumb deed, 
He overloaded his boat, 
Now this is no joke, 
For now it sits on the bottom of 

Lake Mead. 

Having to contend with the highest visitor 
fatality rate in the Park System, Lake Mead 
National Recreation Area, Nev.-Ariz., is pulling 
out all stops in its latest safety campaign-em­
ploying limericks, "burma-shave" like signs, 
humor and anything else park officials can 
think of to cut the alarming loss of life. 

So far this year, 19 visitors have lost their 
lives at Lake Mead. Talcing these figures into 
account, Lake Mead has embarked upon a new 
safety-information program which is designed 
to use a basic learning tool . . . humor; and 
appeal to the humanistic-realistic side of life. 

Traditional signs of the "Don't," "Warning," 
and "Forbidden" type are being replaced with a 
variety of "burma shave"-type messages spaced 
along the park roads, e.g. . . ("Lake Mead is a 
place to have fun . . . To swim, ski and fish in 
the sun . . . But hazards are there . . . So you'd 
better beware . . . Or this trip may be your last 
one.") 

Park officials hope that this combination of 
anticipation and rhyme "will have an imprint­
ing effect on the traveler, especially children, 
resulting in a higher multiple message retention 
factor." 

In addition, Lake Mead is using cartoons, 
which run in several local newspapers, 
entitled "The Captain's Korner." The comic 

illustrations, drawn by VIP Ernie Aguilar, and 
accompanying limerick messages concocted by 
park staff are designed to appeal to a visitor's 
humorous side. Plans are afoot to use the car­
toons for safety posters for park bulletin boards, 
local schools, stores and other outlets. 

At their safety brainstorming sessions other 
ideas are being tossed out freely. Some of the 
new ideas include: television spots dealing with 
current safety problems which could be run in 
conjunction with local evening news and sports 
programs; additional scheduled radio interview 
shows; weekly newspaper columns which are 
now running in two local papers, could be 

pushed up to six; a new slant to school programs 
(more than 80,000 school-age children in the 
area); and interpretive-safety canoe trips start­
ing at Hoover Dam. 

Will the new ideas work? 
"Well, the old ones sure aren't," states 

Superintendent Jerry Wagers. "If we can just 
bring home to people the concept that those 
accidents are real, not just more newspaper 
statistics. . . but real people-human beings 
losing their lives for nothing-then maybe we 
can break out of this 'ho-hum-re-run' syndrome 
and start to see a major decline in accidental 
deaths." 
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IMPS works to solve riddle of the Ridley 

SWR Scientist Roland Wauer. 

By Ben Moffett 
Public Information Specialist, SWR 

To scientists it is "Lepidochelys kempii." 
Along the gulf in Mexico it is the "lora" or co-
torra." In English it is the Atlantic Ridley or 
Kemp's Ridley. 

Whatever it is called, this giant sea turtle, 
which often attains a weight of 100 pounds, is 
in danger of extinction. And three men in the 
Southwest Region have initiated a plan to see 
that it doesn't happen. 

The men are Roland Wauer, the region's 
natural resources management chief and Jack 
Turney, superintendent at Padre Island National 
Seashore, backed by Southwest Region Director 
John E. Cook. Together they have put together 
a multi-agency, multi-country plan to see that 
the species survives. 

The plan calls for the pooling of talent and 
resources of the Department of the Interior's 
National Park Service and Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the Department of Commerce's 
National Marine Fisheries Service, the Texas 
Department of Parks and Wildlife and the 
fisheries service of the Republic of Mexico 
to start a second home for the turtle on Padre 
Island National Seashore, Tex. 

The seashore is a barrier island in the 
gulf between Brownsville and Corpus Christi, 
Tex. Sporadic nesting of the Ridley has been 
documented along the island in the 
recent past. 

The Ridley's principal nesting area at pre­
sent, a stretch of beach at Rancho Nuevo, 
Tamaulipas, Mex., has been severely plundered 
by egg gatherers since its discovery in 1947, 
putting the species in severe jeopardy. 

When first discovered as many as 40,000 
females nested at the Rancho Nuevo site in a 
single day. In 1977, no more than 200 
nested along the same stretch of beach in a 
day's time. 

The rapid decline in the Ridley population 
came about because its eggs are a highly market­
able commodity, considered a delicacy and, 
some believe, an aphrodisiac. For years the 
eggs were hauled from Rancho Nuevo to dis­
tant markets by the truckload, according 
to Wauer. 

Although the protection of the nesting 

beach in Mexico has been an ongoing program 
since 1966, the decline in breeding adults has 
not been slowed. Today, the primary cause of 
the Ridley's decline is believed to be the 
incidental take of turtles by commercial 
trawlers. 

Scientists now believe that the Ridley, for­
mally protected as an endangered species by 
the United States in 1970, numbers no more 
than 2500 mature adults, down from 162,400 
in 1947. Unless drastic steps are taken, they 
believe the species will become extinct as a 
breeding unit in the next 2 to 10 years. 

To reverse the trend, the agencies involved 
will begin a 10-year program to establish a 
colony-a feat never before achieved with sea 
turtles-on Padre Island National Seashore. 

"Physically moving eggs, hatching them 
and allowing the hatchlings to scurry to the 
water under human escort from predators has 
been done routinely," Wauer said. "In fact 
citizens groups have successfully hatched 
Ridley eggs along the Texas coast. 

"But getting the turtles to return to nest in 
significant numbers is the key to success. And 
many factors contribute to the difficulty of 
starting a new colony." Chief among them, he 
said, is the poorly understood imprinting 
process of sea turtles (the process that causes 
the turtles to return to their natal beach to 
nest). Also important is cutting down the high 
mortality rate among hatchlings. 

In an effort to program (or imprint) the 
turtles to return to Padre Island for nesting, 
the agencies involved are taking extraordinary 
precautions and initiating some new techniques. 

The plan calls for the collection of some 
4 000 eggs on the Mexican Beach, with the 
cooperation of the Mexican government. Two 
thousand of the eggs will be placed in contain­
ers filled with sand from Padre Island and 
returned to the site of the proposed new col­
ony. Starting the turtles in Padre Island sand 

is a precaution against possible chemical 
imprinting that might occur if the eggs were to 
come in contact with Rancho Nuevo soil. 

Upon hatching, the young turtles will be 
permitted to leave their sand boxes and work 
their way to the surf, protected from predators 
by workers. Then, having reached the water, 
and hopefully having been properly program­
med (it is not known exactly when or how im­
printing takes place), the turtles will be recap­
tured and placed in specially-designed tanks 
and raceways for a head start course. 

Six months in a controlled environment 
will give the turtles the size they need to with­
stand most marine predators, thereby solving 
the other major problem-the mortality factor 
among hatchlings. After a 6-month head start, 
some turtles will be released in the gulf where 
young of their age are normally sighted. The 
remainder will be given their freedom at the 
age of one. The turtles will then run their 
regular ocean routes, and, if properly imprinted, 
return to Padre Island when they are ready 
to nest. 

All the turtles will receive numbered tags 
and some will be equipped will tracking equip­
ment, Wauer said. At present the movement 
of the turtles in the ocean is a mystery. 

Of the 4000 eggs to be collected, some 2000 
will be imprinted at the Mexican beach and 
then shipped to the U.S. to undergo the head 
start program before being released. This 
should bring enough recruits back into Rancho 
Nuevo-the only beach known with absolute 
certainty to be suitable for large-scale nesting 
of the species-to compensate for the loss of 
2000 eggs to Padre. 

Members of the project coordinating com­
mittee in addition to Wauer are Jorge Carranza, 
Mexico; Don Ekberg, National Marine Fisher­
ies Service; Hal Irby, Texas Department of 
Parks and Wildlife and Jack Woody, Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

Giant sea-turtle nesting. Padre Island NS. Tex. 
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Diggers are coming to their sensors 

At the light table Dwight Drager inspects en­
vironmental satellite imagery of Alaska that 
has been analyzed by "density slicers," "edge 
enhancers, "and other types of remote sensing 
interpretive techniques. 

By Ronnie Spiewak 
Staff Writer 

A poet could have a field day with the 
term "remote sensing,"-the expression is so 
hazy it suggests a whole gamut of imaginative 
definitions. But technical people such as 
geographers, geologists, agronomists, biol­
ogists and others, know the term well-remote 
sensing has expanded their horizons, accel­
erated the pace of progress. 

In a scientific sense, remote sensing refers 
to the whole body of ideas, methods and 
techniques of surveying and collecting data 
over large land areas with a minimum or with­
out any amount of field work. The concept 
was introduced during World War II (with 
aerial photography and radar) and was 
further developed when NASA began sending 
satellites into space to take pictures of 
the earth. 

Within the National Park Service remote 
sensing techniques are revolutionizing our 
approach to cultural resources management. 
At the NPS Chaco Center, an archeological 

The typical geometry required to produce aerial photographic stereopairs for making photo-
grammetric maps. The ground areas covered in two successive exposures along the aircraft's flight 
path are shown, with the area of overlap (about 60 percent) indicated inside the shaded areas. 
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research facility on the campus of the 
University of New Mexico in Albuquerque, 
remote sensing has in many ways changed 
the ways scientists think and do things. For 
archeologists, remote sensing provides such a 
vast quantity of high quality data, it has 
drastically changed the old method of on-the-
ground survey. 

While the world of remote sensing takes in 
an array of electronic and photographic 
instruments and highly technical methods, 
the Chaco archeologists have been particularly 
successful with aerial photography. Whether 
they are interested in a tiny scatter of chipper 
stone flakes between two bushes, or an 
overall look at a pueblo ruin and its environ­
ment, perhaps tens of acres, remote sensing 
gives them an excellent perspective of 
what they are looking at. 

"The eagle-eye view remote sensing gives, 
has provided archeologists with a new perspec­
tive of the relationship between human built 
environments and natural environments," 
says Douglas H. Scovill, NPS Chief Arche-
ologist. "Ground probing sensors, such as 
magnetometers, allow us to peer into 
archeological sites and detect underground 
features as well. For the first time, arche­
ologists have at their disposal, an objective 
data base, a record of the location, charac­
teristics and conditions of the resource 
at a particular time independent of the 
limited written observations of human beings." 

Equally significant, as the archeologists 
explain it, is that remote sensing has provided 
a way of gathering cultural resource infor­
mation "without turning a spade," and 
without doing damage to the resource. As 
an alternative to coordinating teams of 
archeologists to dig or make ground surveys-
a process often expensive, time-consuming 
and yielding of inaccurate information-
remote sensing is being used to tell arche­
ologists what exists, to identify a problem, 
determine a site's research potential, establish 
a research design, and to develop a cost-
effective approach to archeological site 
excavation. Moreover, the quantity and qual­
ity of data derived from remote sensing is so 
high that it markedly reduces or eliminates 
the need to excavate. 

"Remote sensing has opened our eyes to 
the dangers of excavating blindly, of digging 
to explore, of hurting, possibly destroying a 
non-renewable resource," says Dr. Tom Lyons, 
chief of remote sensing at the Chaco Center. 
"It has taught us that cultural resources, unlike 
chemicals in a laboratory, cannot survive 
repeated tests for the sake of proving an 
hypothesis. Sooner or later the resource 
runs out." 

Today the archeologists are conducting re­
mote sensing projects at many areas within 
the Park System including Chalmette National 
Historical Park, La., Aztec Ruins National 
Monument, N. Mex., Ninety Six National His­
toric Site, S.C., and Canyon de Chelley 
National Monument, N. Mex. At Knife River 
Indian Villages National Historic Site, N. Dak., 
and at Valley Forge National Historical Park, Pa. 
for example, they are using remote sensors to 
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trace grave sites, building entry ways, fire 
pits, walks and floors. 

At the National Petroleum Reserve (NPR) 
on the North Slope of Alaska, NPS archeologists 
Jim Ebert and Dick Hsu and others are using 
satellite imagery, another type of remote sen­
sor, to produce photographic images sampling 
more than 23 million acres of arctic tundra. 
In addition to the spacecraft imagery, they 
are also using high altitude aircraft photography 
at scales of 1:30,000 and 1:20,000. 

And according to archeologist Dedie Snow, 
managers of many natural areas throughout the 
Park System, have requested Chaco's help in 
simply providing aerial or "base maps" of their 
parks. They claim that with aerial photographs 
they can begin to learn "what actually exists 
in their park." 

With the vast amount of information that 
remote sensing techniques provide at their 
fingertips, the archeologists are in a much 
better position to serve management than they 
used to be. In 1969, when the Chaco Center 
was established, for example, "We often went 
into a site not knowing what we were looking 
for, not knowing what to expect. We assumed 
the resource would 'speak to us , '" says 
Dr. Lyons. 

The question in those days, as Lyons ex­
plains it, was not what to dig, but where, a 
remark that implied archeologists often excavat­
ed somewhat aimlessly with not enough direc­
tion. "We were frequently digging without a 
design plan and because of it archeology for 
many years remained an isolated endeavor 
with not enough input into management. Not 
knowing what we could expect from our 
efforts we were hardly in a position to 
advise managers." 

Today, largely with the use of remote 
sensing techniques, archeologists feel they have 
found a cost-effective way of meeting the 
National Park Service's basic mandate to inven­
tory, evaluate and manage the cultural re­
sources of the System. Aerial survey in con­
trast to ground survey, not only markedly 
reduces the need for extensive excavation, but 
it also reduces the tremendous amount of 
funding required to dig, and to maintain 
the artifacts that have been excavated. 
Remote sensing also "freezes information in 
time," providing a monitoring system for 
studying and controlling visitor-use impact, 
energy exploitation, and environmental influ­
ences before they become damaging to 
the resource. 

With the advent of remote sensing the 
archeologists from Chaco recognize a broader 
responsibility to serve management, to share 
with superintendents a meaningful interpre­
tation of the extensive data base that remote 
sensing provides. Says Scovill, "Remote 
sensing has, in many ways, brought archeology 
'out of the closet.' Many of us now realize 
that with all the planning, management, re­
source protection and interpretive information 
that remote sensing provides, data gathering 
cannot continue as an esoteric discipline with­
in the National Park Service. We must trans­
late our knowledge of the resource into 
practical strategies for management. Re­
searchers must be aware of gathering data to 
provide answers to resource problems. To 
this end, remote sensing has become a techni­
que we cannot afford not to use." 

Archeologist Tom Windes reconstructs pieces of Anasazi pottery uncovered at Chaco Canyon, 
N. Mex. While remote sensing techniques provide an alternative to large-scale excavation, "digging' 
is still a vital part of the data gathering process. 

Chaco Center archeologists Dedie Snow and 
Gretchen Obenauf. Remote sensing keeps them 
"out of the field," but gives them a highly de­
tailed, much more accurate picture than they 
could get by surveying at the ground-level. 
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North Cascades 
backcountry seminar 

By Dan Taylor 
West District Ranger 

Glacier National Park, Mont. 

A discussion of latrines is not the usual after 
dinner topic of conversation. But ours wasn't a 
usual group, nor was this a usual setting. There 
were ten of us; three NPS Resource Managers, 
three mountaineer instructors from the 
National Outdoor Leadership School and four 
scientists from the University of Washington 
and U.S. Geological Survey. We were huddled 
around a camp stove on a dark, misty Septem­
ber evening following a soggy hike into the 
backcountry of a part of North Cascades Na­
tional Park, Wash. 

Chip Williams, one of the NOLS instructors, 
had broached the latrine topic by asking 
Fiorenzo Ugolini, professor of Forest Soils, 
what he thought would be the most efficient 
and ecologically sound method of getting rid of 
human feces in the high altitude wilderness. 
Ugolini's response was a lively mini-course on 
soil processes, punctuated with sharp question­
ing from the NOLS instructors and NPS man­
agers. The general concensus was, "Do it in the 
duff or in the meadows where the soil organ­
isms are most active, and when use intensities 
are low. But be careful where the subsurface 
water flow may go so you don't contaminate 

NPS managers and scientists at field seminar in North Cascades NP, Wash. 

drinking water." And, "Yes, small amounts of 
lime at regular intervals will help where you 
must have established pit latrines." 

So it went for the next 4 days. Discussions 
centered around plant succession in a recently 
glaciated section of the basin, the potential for 
recreational impact on the extensive glacier 
cave environment which we discovered and 
explored, adaptations of insects in the harsh 
and variable setting of a glacier terminus, talus 
formation, the effects of forest fires on soils 
and succession, minimum impact camping, 
wilderness and American society, neo-glacial 

advances, and so on. It was a refreshing and 
stimulating experience and is an unusual 
approach to formulating resource management 
action. 

This was the second annual field seminar to 
be held in the North Cascades high country. 
The purpose is to bring managers, scientists and 
users into closer contact with each other and 
with the resource we are responsible for protect­
ing. Oliver Dominick, entomologist, reflects the 
view we all shared; "I hope well be able to 
make some progress toward making more edu­
cated and planned management decisions." 

Confederate fort restored 

Old Fort Point, the "Gibraltar of the West" 
that became a silent sentinel when a feared 
Confederate attack never took place, was re­
cently partly restored. A 32-pound cannon, 
replica of the one dismounted and sold for scrap 
75 years ago, was delicately lifted into place. 
The 6,000-pound gun is typical of the period, 
and was cast at the Macauley Foundry in 
Berkeley, Calif, under National Archives plans. 
The project was funded by NPS and the Fort 
Point Museum. 

Big find a hoax 

NPS employees in northern New Mexico 
have discovered that the recent find of alleged 
Mexican cannon supposedly buried by the 
American Army that invaded the Southwest 
in 1846 is a hoax. 

According to Ross Hopkins, superintendent 
of Fort Union National Monument, N. Mex., 
the cache involves two small iron cannon bar­
rels, twelve lead cannon balls, and a set of maps 
and letters detailing the secret burial locations. 

"The relic hunters stated the set of docu­
ments were purchased this fall in the East," 
Hopkins said, "and the artifacts found and 
excavated in early December at three Santa Fe 
Trail locations between Las Vegas and Santa 
Fe. Ordnance and artillery officers with 
General Kearny's Army of the West allegedly 
confiscated this ordnance material in August 

1846, from the towns of Las Vegas, San 
Miguel del Bado, and San Jose. It was sub­
sequently secretly buried to keep Mexican 
forces from recovering and using the cannon 
against U.S. troops." 

Hopkins added that the finders then got 
in contact with him to discuss the possible 
purchase of the relics for display at Fort 
Union. Curator David Brugge, of the South­
west Region, was asked to initiate research 
efforts in St. Louis and Washington, D.C., to 
see if corroborating historical documentation 
could be located to substantiate this find. 

"The story was almost too good to be 
true," Brugge said, "and that's exactly what 
we found out! Lt. Alexander Dyer, the U.S. 
artillery officer who supposedly buried the 
cannon, wrote the letters, and drew the secret 
maps, was actually ill in St. Louis in August 
1846, and was not even on the march with 
Kearny's army during that month." 

Brugge concluded that since the guns and 
shot recovered were described in detail in the 
documents, and the documents are phony, 
that exposed the whole story as a fraud. 

Hopkins described the fake artifacts as being 
authentic-looking, and said attempts to sell this 
material elsewhere is being tried. The smallest 
gun is a Vi-poundei ironswivel gun, about 30" 
long with a 1.25" bore, marked "Neustra de 
los Dolores de Las Vegas," and "1791," he 
said; and the larger gun is an iron 3-pounder, 
about 36" long, with a 2.75" bore, marked 
"Rayo" and "1821." The 12 shot, or cannon 
balls, are cast of lead, and have two different 
arsenal marks stamped in each one, he added. 

"Anyone approached by someone selling 
any or all of these items," Hopkins warned, 
"should contact either Dave Brugge in Santa 
Fe, or me at Fort Union. Otherwise you 
might find yourself paying really premium 
prices for scrap iron!" 
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$41.5 million in grants 
Secretary of the Interior Cecil D. Andrus 

has announced allocations for fiscal year 
1978 of more than $41.5 million for historic 
preservation grants-in-aid to States, territories, 
the District of Columbia, and the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. 

The allocations represent an increase from 
fiscal year 1977 of nearly $16.5 million. 

"America has a rich heritage of historical, 
architectural and archeological landmarks," 
said Andrus. "These grants will further help 
the States and communities to consolidate 
their historic preservation efforts with pro­
gressive plans for development." 

The allocations include $36,716,000 for 
States, the District of Columbia, American 

Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, the Trust Territory 
of the Pacific Islands and the Virgin Islands. 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation 
will receive $4.8 million for its advisory, tech­
nical assistance, educational and property pro­
grams. The trust is a non-profit institution 
chartered by Congress to encourage private 
participation in historic preservation. 

Andrus said the grants will be used for 
comprehensive historic preservation surveys 
and planning as well as public and private 
projects to acquire, restore or otherwise pre­
serve properties listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places. The register is America's 
official protective inventory of cultural proper­
ties deemed worthy of preservation for their 
local, State or national significance. 

. . and the beat goes on 

Once again, Maintenance comes to the res­
cue. As we, the lucky ones, sit in our warm and 
cozy offices, let us take a moment to give thanks 
to the men and women behind the scenes, who 
make it possible for all to continue to work, 
live in, and enjoy our national parks, even under 
these conditions, as demonstrated by Fred "The 
Snowman" Bustillos. 

Submitted on behalf of the Mesa Verde Na­
tional Park staff. Photographer, Gilbert R. 
Wenger, chief park archeologist. 

Roots of democracy 
For its colorful history and development, 

the City of St. Louis and the Gateway Arch 
were selected as the sites for the initial issue of 
four new postage stamps, entitled, "Roots 
of Democracy." 

The stamps, in denominations of one, two, 
three and four cents, are in the new America 
series, which replaces the Prominent 
American series. 

Edward V. Dorsey, senior assistant post­
master general of the United States told the 
St. Louis audience of collectors, "The roots of 
democracy, as these stamps portray, implies 
that the power comes from the people. It 
is the majority and what they write, speak, 
vote and read that makes the democracy a 
living, viable government." 

Oxen at Pope's Creek 

Farm Supervisor Barry Whitman conducts 
the training of two new oxen-Diamond and 
Smoker-at Pope's Creek Plantation at George 
Washington Birthplace National Monument, 
Va. Buckshot-the ox in the background-is 
part of a former team that worked the farm 
for about 10 years. Buckshot's teammate died 
recently and Smoker and Diamond are now 
being trained to take over. 

Photo by Jim Henderson, The Westmoreland 
News, Va. 

Employee saves two 
Park Maintenance Mechanic James O. Shope 

recently observed a small boat foundering near 
the south end of Rattlesnake Island at Ft. 
Matanzas National Monument, Fla., along with 
two men in the water. 

The two men had been gathering oysters 
near Matanzas Inlet when their 8-foot boat, 
which was heavily loaded with oysters, began 
to sink. Shope, using the park patrol boat, 
came to the rescue of the two men in the cold, 
swift waters and brought them ashore at Fort 
Matanzas. The boat was also towed in. 

ZBB package comes gift wrapped 

Kathryn B. "Katie" White, Midwest regional 
budget officer, displays the first package of 
Fiscal 1980 budget submissions in the new 
zero base budgeting format to be received from 
any of the 26 areas in the Midwest Region. It 
came from Scotts Bluff and Agate Fossil Beds 
National Monuments, jointly managed 
Nebraska areas. The package was tied with 
a bright red ribbon in a gesture of celebration. 
Katie, who shouldered the task of educating 
all MWR personnel on ZBB procedures, 
accepted the "gift" with thanks for a job 
well and quickly done. 

Katie White. 
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Briefs 
FORT POINT CHRISTMAS CELEBRA­

TION-The Procession of the Posada, mariachis, 
pinatas, and traditional Spanish dancing high­
lighted the third annual Spanish Christmas 
Celebration held at the Fort Point National 
Historic Site and the Fort Point and Army 
Museum Association in cooperation with the 

San Francisco Spanish-speaking community. 
Over 4,000 people observed and took part 

in the community celebration. San Francisco 
Mayor, George Moscone, noted that the "First 
Spanish Christmas" this area celebrated was 
in 1776 and that the Fort Point event is now 
considered a tradition. 

GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK, 
WYO.-Nearly all of the less than one hundred 
residents of Kelly, Wyo.-which is wholly 
situated in this national park-have signed 
petitions asking that the historic townsite be 

allowed to secede from the National Park Sys­
tem. The reason for the bizarre move is that 
NPS has clamped down on development in the 
park, and forbids improvement of undevel­
oped lands. 

FIRE ISLAND NS, N.Y.-Tough new regu­
lations will limit use of motor vehicles here this 
year. The regulations limit the hours when 
vehicles can be used on the beach. This will 
prevent serious damage to the island's vegeta­

tion, trees, shrubs, and grasses. In winter, 
four-wheeled beach vehicles with special per­
mits will be allowed only one round-trip per 
day. Nearly everything else is banned except 
emergency vehicles. 

THE ELLIPSE, D.C.-One of the Christmas 
cows that graced the Ellipse over the holidays, 
along with many other animals, had to be taken 
back to the farm before the annual Pageant of 
Peace was over. Upon arrival, "Strawberry," 
the cow, bellowed for 30 hours non-stop. 
Reason for the bellowing-"Strawberry" was 
lonely. Her bawling, which apparently upset 
visitors and frightened several children, trigger­
ed more than 100 calls to the White House. 
The 7-year-old resident of Oxon Hill Farm had 
never left home before, and ceased her bellow­
ing the moment she was returned to familiar 
surroundings. 

ARIZONA MEMORIAL, HAWAII-The 
Navy and the Park Service outlined proposed 
improvements to this monument commemorat­
ing marines and sailors, who died here Dec. 7, 
1941, during the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor. With $2 million, a new dock area will 
be built for tour boats that now carry more 
than a million tourists a year to the shrine. A 
building designed around a courtyard will 
feature two movie theaters. Each mini-theater 
will be large enough to accommodate two 
boatloads of visitors, who will hear comments 
of NPS rangers and view a 20-minute film. 
Everything should be in place in 2 years. 

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK-
Remember that sloth dung fire here, put out a 
few months ago? Well, University of Arizona 
researchers recently returned to the remote 
cave to take a toll of damage to the 11,000-
year-old dung pile. It appears that the better 
portion of the pile has been destroyed. Ari­
zona Professor Paul S. Martin said of the fire: 
"I regard this as one of the biggest losses to 
natural science." He said he is looking for new 
caves to do his research in. 

ASSATEAGUE IS . NS, MD.-
V A . - There is a litter problem on the shore 
of this tiny island because about 3,400 old 
auto tires drifted in from artificial fishing reefs 
in nearby Ocean City. Crews from that resort 
city have been dispatched to clean up the mess 
along Assateague's 33-mile shoreline. Ocean 
City has dumped more than 300,000 tires off 
its coastline in recent years to create fishing 
reefs. A freak winter storm propelled some of 
them to the seashore. 

Park 


