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49th Honor Awards Convocation

NPS recipients of the Distinguished Service Award: (from left) Ed Bearss, Irma Buchholz, Jim Tobin and Ross Holland; with Deputy Director Mary Lou
Grier.

By Leo G. Willette Four Distinguished Service Awards and 21 Valor
Public Affairs Office, WASO Awards were presented to Park Service employees by
the Secretary of the Interior.
Proud family members, friends and colleagues of the

The crowd was standing-room-only, the auditorium recipients mingled with NPS workers during the
awash with waves of appreciative applause. presentations.

The scene and sounds at the Department of the The event itself was an upbeat blending of dress-up
Interior’s Auditorium underscored the significance of (for the recipients and families), dignity, ceremony,
Interior’s 49th Honor Awards Convocation, Sept. 20, speeches and smiles. ¥

1983. AJ Continued on page 2.
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Cooper, Robert M. Chesley, Thomas P. Moyer, Washington Monument, D.C.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
AWARDS

Each recipient received a certificate
and citation signed by the Secretary,
along with an engraved Distinguished
Service Award gold medal and gold
lapel pin.

Chief Historian Ed Bearss: Described
as the most productive historian in the
history of the National Park Service,
Bearss is considered responsible for the
discovery and salvage of the Civil War
ironclad gunboat, “Cairo.” On his own
initiative and time he recorded and
safeguarded the irreplaceable collection
of historic artifacts recovered from the
vessel.

He is author of more than 100
scholarly reports and studies, eight
books, and over 175 articles.

Irma T. Buchholz: Cited for
distinguished service in recognition of
her effectiveness in serving the
American people through her work at
the Sequoia—Kings Canyon National
Park, Calif. For most of the 40 years
that Buchholz has been associated with
the park, she has been a focus for park
activities, employees and visitors.

Buchholz joined the Park Service at
Three Rivers, Calif., in 1943. Although
her title has remained secretary all these
years, her actual roles over four decades
have filled the breach created by
vacancies and need. She was there at
the merger of the then-separate Sequoia
and Kings Canyon parks and provided
living linkage throughout its existence.
She is credited with “breaking-in” and
serving 13 superintendents.

F. Ross Holland, Jr.: Throughout his
career, Holland provided excellence to
all assignments, but nowhere more
convincingly than in his position as
Associate Director for Cultural
Resources Management. After 30 years
of service, Holland retired in April to
accept a position in New York City with
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island
Commission.

Among his many accomplishments,
he established the Division of Curatorial
Services, to better manage an estimated
10 million artifacts, works of art, and
objects of literature entrusted to the
Park Service.

Daniel J. (Jim) Tobin, Jr.: Hailed for
his contributions in park management,
Tobin has also drawn respect by those
communities and organizations with
whom he has worked.
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U.S. Park Police Valor Award recipients: (from left) Ronald F. Miller, William W. McQueeney, Donald P. Jelinek, Frederick R. Howard, Herman L.

o

While Associate Regional Director for
the Western Region, he coordinated the
Yosemite Valley transportation system,
resulting in a model system for the
Service.

Now, as Regional Director of the
Pacific Northwest Region, Tobin has
worked to increase effectiveness and
efficiency, while establishing
economies in operations.

VALOR AWARDS

Thomas P. (Pat) Moyer: As millions
of Americans watched on national
television, Moyer played his role
against a would-be terrorist who was
threatening to detonate 1,000 pounds of
explosives at the foot of the Washington
Monument in Washington, D.C.

Within a short time of the assault on
the Monument, police had determined
the identity of the terrorist and
established that there was a high
probability that he was armed as
claimed and capable, mentally and
technically, to carry out his threat. At
the onset of the December 8 ordeal,
eight persons were trapped at the
observation level of the Monument.
Concerned that the irrational behavior
of the terrorist could lead to injuries to

COURIER/November 1983



Victor Rydizky, Valor Award recipient,
Acadia NP, Maine.

the trapped persons, police authorities
acted through a media representative to
request the terrorist to permit their
release.

The terrorist would only permit a
National Park Service Ranger to enter
the Monument to lead them to safety.
U.S. Park Police Detective Moyer
volunteered to dress and pose as a
ranger to effect their safe release and to
gather additional information about the
terrorist. Still disguised, he returned at
dusk to manually illuminate the
Monument. On both occasions, Moyer
was unarmed despite the jeopardy to
his own life.

U.S. Park Police Major William W.
McQueeney, Lieutenant Ronald F.
Miller, Sergeant Herman L. Cooper,
Officers Robert L. Chesley, Frederick
R. Howard and Donald P. Jelinek:

Also on Dec. 8, 1982, at the
Washington Monument, a team effort
by U.S. Park Police ended the bomb
terrorist’s 10-hour siege.

The terrorist, thought to be armed
with explosives in a van, attempted to
drive the vehicle from the Monument
grounds. Shots were fired at the van to
prevent the terrorist’s escape to the city
streets, which could have resulted in
greater jeopardy to the public. The
vehicle overturned. Within seconds, a
small cadre of law enforcement officers
approached the vehicle in an attempt to
render aid to the terrorist and to disarm

Valor Award recipients: (from left) Calvin D. Yates, John W. Klepp, Frank Hart, and John P. Farrell,
Rock Creek Park, D.C.

and remove all possible explosives from
the area.

The special forces team exposed itself
unhesitantly to life threatening danger
to thwart the potential for a devastating
explosion.

Victor Rydlizky: For his courageous
action at Acadia National Park, Maine,
on Aug. 19, 1981, which resulted in the
saving of a life.

John P. Farrell, John W. Klepp,
Frank Hart and Calvin D. Yates: For
courageous action in rescuing four
persons from drowning on Sept. 16,
1981, when a car skidded out of control
on Beach Drive, Rock Creek Park,
Washington, D.C., plunging into a
raging torrent of the flood-swollen
creek.

CONSERVATION SERVICE,
PUBLIC SERVICE, AND
ANNUAL SAFETY PROGRAM
AWARDS

Still other award recipients were
private citizens and groups who made
significant public-spirited contributions
to natural resource conservation and
management.

These included Ruth Blackburn of
Maryland, who has given half a
century of volunteer expertise and
leadership to protection of the
Appalachian Trail; Henry Little and
Kelvin Taketa, whose planning and
fund-raising led the Hawaii Nature
Conservancy to acquire more than
12,000 acres for protection of rare and
endangered wildlife; Jane Remmarck
Gulley of Arkansas, who has waged a
successful personal campaign to
acquaint the public with the facts
about eagles and other raptors; and
the Cherokee Historical Association,
which has worked tirelessly to
perpetuate the history and culture of
the Cherokee Indians of North
Carolina, strengthened the economy of
their reservation, and promoted
appreciation for the natural resource
treasures of the Great Smoky
Mountains.

Together with five other individuals
and organizations, they received
Interior’s Conservation Service Award
or its Public Service Award for their
work.

The Secretary’s Annual Safety
Program Award for calendar year 1982
was presented to the National Park
Service for improved action in
reducing accident, injury and illness
rates. This award is made annually to
a bureau or office of the Department
in competition with all the others.
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By Naomi L. Hunt

While on vacation in Ohio last
summer, I stopped for a few hours to
visit with Superintendent Kenneth E.
Apschnikat and some of the staff at
Mound City Group National
Monument, which lies along the west
bank of the Scioto River, 3 miles north
of Chillicothe.

Supervisory Park Ranger Jerry
Chilton, Administrative Technician
Bonnie Murray and Seasonal Park
Technician Dave Ziegler joined us as
we chatted informally about
management, interpretation and
maintenance of the area that was
proclaimed a national monument in
1923, and transferred from the War
Department in 1933.

Apschnikat then walked me through
the visitor center to see exhibits of
artifacts that had been discovered in
the mounds. These include copper
breastplates, tools, obsidian blades,
shells, ornaments of grizzly-bear
teeth, and stone pipes exquisitely
carved as birds and other animals. A
short film and a floor-to-ceiling
painting—an artist’s conception—give
insights into the ceremonial customs of
these prehistoric people. Also, broad
vistas of the 120-acre park, with 23 of
its mysterious mounds, can be seen
from the upper deck of the visitor
center. Trees screen a small picnic
area, and short nature walks lead
through meadows and shady groves of
hickory, maple and other hardwood
trees.

Before the Ice Age ended, the first
people crossed the Bering Strait; they
came from Asia into North America.
Their travels carried them across what
is now Canada and into the United
States. The earliest inhabitants were
migratory hunters and gatherers, some
of whom reached present-day Ohio at
least 11,000 years ago. By about 1,000
B.C., native tribes in Ohio began to
adopt more sedentary lifestyles, which
included smali-scale agriculture,
pottery-making, and burial of the dead
in earthen mounds.

By 200 B.C., a group of
moundbuilding Indians had developed
a distinctive culture in the Middle
West. The name given to these people
is Hopewell, after the 1891 excavation
at the farm of Mordecai Hopewell,
west of Chillicothe, Ohio. We do not
know what name these people gave
themselves, nor do we know very
much about this ancient culture.

America’sﬂ mysterious
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Mound City Group NM, Ohio.

For perhaps 700 years the Hopewell
flourished, their cultural zenith being
here in the Scioto Valley of southern
Ohio. By about 500 A.D. the Hopewell
culture had faded. Hundreds of years
later European settlers found only
burial mounds and ceremonial earth
works to hint at this vanished culture.

The Hopewell are best known for
their artistic achievements and their
practice of erecting earth mounds over
the remains of their dead. From the
extraordinary wealth of burial offerings
found in the mounds, archeologists
have gained insights into the life of
these prehistoric people. They were
excellent artists and craftsmen and
worked with a great variety of material
foreign to what is now Ohio.

The Hopewell maintained a vast
trading network to import the exotic
materials that were used by their
craftsmen. Copper from the Lake
Superior region was cold-hammered
into earspools, headdresses,
breastplates, ornaments and
ceremonial objects. Pipestone from the
Ohio River Valley was beautifully
carved to represent the animal life
with which they shared their world.
With obsidian from the Rocky
Mountains they made delicately
chipped blades. Freshwater pearls
from local streams, quartz and mica
from the Blue Ridge Mountains, shells
from the Gulf of Mexico, grizzly-bear
teeth from the Rockies—all were used
in making the beautiful and elaborate
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offerings buried with the dead. Pottery
of excellent workmanship was made;
and even woven fabrics of bark and
other wild vegetable fibers have been
found preserved through contact with
copper objects. Animal bones were
used extensively, and wood must have
been important in the manufacture of
implements and utensils.

The Hopewell Indians probably
lived in small villages near rivers and
streams. Some of their villages may
have been some distance from their
mounds; sites such as Mound City
served chiefly as ceremonial centers.
They probably had some knowledge of
agriculture and cultivated small
gardens to augment their diet of wild
plants and animals. Though their
culture and influence was widespread,
the evidence of their remains suggests
that the Hopewell were a peaceful and
more or less sedentary people.

Possibly this peaceful and
sendentary existence was one of the
reasons for the disappearance of their
culture. Perhaps they were harassed
by more warlike tribes. It is possible
that their cultural pattern changed in
emphasis, allowing them to abandon
these religious centers. But whether
the end of this colorful way of life was
due to conquest, disintegration from
within, or a combination of factors, the
Hopewell culture endured and
flowered for many years before
passing from the scene.
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moundbuilders

Artifacts found in ancient mounds.

More than 1200 years after the
decline of the Hopewell, the first
European settlers moved into southern
Ohio and “discovered” the mounds.
According to a map produced for the
U.S. Government by Cyrus Thomas
late in the 1800s, there were 10,000
mounds and other earthworks left by
the Hopewell and other prehistoric
groups in Ohio.

The greatest concentration of
Hopewell burial mounds is located
along the banks of the Scioto River, 3
miles north of Chillicothe. The site,
named Mound City, lies within a
rectangular earthen enclosure of
approximately 13 acres, within which
are located 23 burial mounds. The
earthen walls of the enclosure vary in
height from 3 to 4 feet, with an
entrance or gateway on both the east
and west sides. The largest mound of
the group was described by early
explorers as 17%: feet high and 90 feet
in diameter. All the mounds are
domed-shaped with the exception of
one which is elliptical. Just outside the
enclosure stand two additional
mounds.

The Mound City site was mapped
and partially excavated by two pioneer
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archeologists, E.G. Squier and E.H.
Davis. The results of their survey of
prehistoric earthworks, Ancient
Monuments of the Mississippi Valley,
appeared in 1846 in the first
publication of the newly founded
Smithsonian Institution. Though early
exployers had noticed many of the
mounds, Squier and Davis” work was
the first detailed study of prehistoric
structures in the Mississippi Valley
and is an archeological milestone.

The excavations at Mound City by
Squier and Davis produced a great
many spectacular objects, most
interesting of which were numerous
stone effigy pipes. Many were
realistically carved in the images of
birds, mammals and human heads.
These objects, first acquired by the
Blackmore Museum in England, were
later transferred to the British Museum,
London, where they remain today.

During World War I the area
comprising Mound City was
incorporated into Camp Sherman, a
large U.S. Army training center. In
1920-21, after Camp Sherman had
been razed, the Ohio Historical Society
conducted extensive excavations at the
site. These supplemented the
information secured by Squier and

Davis. A few years later the society
restored the earthworks according to
the best information available and
developed the tract into a State
memorial—later to be transferred to
the National Park Service. The 1920-21
excavation brought to light many
interesting details of the construction
and purpose of the mounds, and
yielded many fine artifacts typical of
the Hopewell culture.

Recent excavations have revealed
further information about the mounds
and their ancient builders. A more
accurate restoration of many parts of
the site had been made possible under
a program of archeological research.
This work, as well as that of the 1978
Chillicothe Conference on Hopewell
Archeology proves that Mound City is
still a great storehouse of information
about the Hopewell people.

In 1978, the Chillicothe Conference
on Hopewell Archeology was held at
the request of Fred Fagergren, former
Superintendent of the Mound City
Group National Monument. The sales
desk at Mound City had sold nearly all
of its copies of Hopewellian Studies by
A.R. Kelly, and that volume was out
of print. Was there an alternative
publication which summarized,
synthesized, or brought together a
number of papers on Hopewell
archeology? There was not.
Furthermore, a reprinting of
Hopewellian Studies would not include
the considerable research completed
since 1960. As a solution, it was
suggested that the National Park
Service support a conference on
current Hopewell archeology. An
agreement was reached and such a
conference, sponsored jointly by the
National Park Service and by the
Cleveland Museum of Natural History
was held in Chillicothe.

One objective of this conference was
to provide adequate and current
regional and topical data for discussion
of the Hopewellian complex in Eastern
North America. This was
accomplished by bringing together
archeologists, ethnologists, and
scientists in ancillary disciplines, all
currently engaged in Hopewellian
investigations, to present papers and
discuss interrelationships.

The conference continued in a 1970s
context the collection and analysis of
Hopewellian data that began with
some of the earliest scientific
archeology in the New World.

Today, the mysterious Mound City
is an area of peace and tranquillity,
offering the not-so-rushed traveler an
opportunity for comtemplation and
renewall.



Springfield Armory stores Olmsted plans

It has been suggested that when
taken as a whole, the National Park
Service is actually one of the largest
American museums with its vast
holdings of artifacts and historic
structures. This seems particularly true
when one site is able to provide
significant support, expertise or space
for the work of another, as is now
taking place between the Springfield
Armory National Historic Site and
Frederick Law Olmsted National
Historic Site in Massachusetts. The
cooperative venture sprang from a
massive storage problem at the
Olmsted site.

In 1902, the landscape architectural
firm founded by Frederick Law
Olmsted built a brick storage vault on
its office grounds to hold its growing
collection of drawings and plans. The
vault, lined with rows of deep wooden
cubby holes served the firm until 1980
when the Park Service acquired the
Olmsted house, office, vault, grounds
and a collection including about
115,000 rolled plans.

The Olmsted collections are of
remarkable historic value, representing
a continuum of some 110 years of the
firm’s work. The fragile plans have
suffered from age, use, moisture and
mold, dirt and poor packing. The Park
Service has designed a new storage
system which will provide flat
shelving for the bulk of the plans,
climate control and fire protection, and
which will fit within the walls of the
original vault.

In order for the renovation work to
begin next spring, the vault had to be
temporarily emptied and a new space
found to house the bulky plans, which
would be packed into some 3,200
cardboard tubes 7-inches in diameter
and 56-inches long. One possibility
was the partially empty storage room
on the second floor of the Springfield
Armory, unfortunately some 90 miles
away. A host of other Governmental
and university archival repositories in
the Boston area were considered by
Olmsted Site Manager Shary Page
Berg, each with its own set of
drawbacks.

During this search, Doug Lindsay,
Superintendent of the Armory realized
that sectioning off a large piece of the
open storage room to hold the
Olmsted plans for 3 years, would
eventually provide a secure area to
hold the Armory’s own library and
archives separate from the study
collection of guns. Some of the

shelving the Olmsted site needed
could be purchased by the Armory,
loaned to the plans room for 3 years
and then used to better accommodate
the Armory’s machine gun collection.
The Olmsted staff finally resolved that
the Armory with its adequate size,
good security, fire safety and receptive
attitude was preferable to all the more
convenient options. In April, the
maintenance staffs of both sites built a
14’ x 95" wall to section off the room.
The Armory staff installed rows of

Removing plans from cubby holes in the vault. Frederick Law Olmstead NHS

, Mass.

shelving, put up window shades, and
on July 11, the first van loan of 73
tubes arrived for storage.

Before the end of the year, the
archives staff at Olmsted expects to
have transferred all the plans and to
open the collection for research again.
“Here was a joint venture between
two parks,” said Doug Lindsay, “in
which there was mutual benefit, no
lost cost and no lost motion. Often
things don’t work out that
nicely.”
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Accessibility at the Statue
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Richard Bernard (center) chairman of the Statue of Liberty Access to the Handicapped Committee,
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presents to Superintendent Moffitt recommendations for making the Statue more accessible to the
disabled. Others: (from left) Paul Smith of the New York State Office of Advocates for Disabled Persons;
Bill Scott, director of the Essex County (N.].) Office on Handicapped; Conrad Vuocolo, representing
Rep. Frank Guarini of New Jersey; Ray Bloomer, disabled program specialist, NAR; and Ross Holland
of the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Centennial Commission.

In ceremonies at Castle Clinton
National Monument, N.Y., a
committee representing disabled
persons presented to Statue of Liberty
Superintendent Dave Moffitt an
18-page report outlining
recommendations for making the
Statue more accessible to the disabled
when it undergoes major restoration
beginning soon.

In accepting the recommendations,
Moffitt read a statement from North
Atlantic Regional Director Herbert S.
Cables in which he committed the
North Atlantic Regional Office staff to
assist in this effort.

“In keeping with the policy of the
North Atlantic Region to strive
towards providing the highest degree
of accessibility possible, I strongly urge
you and your staff to make a
commitment of firm action,” Cables
wrote to Moffitt.

“It is essential that where possible
and feasible, barriers to disabled
people are eliminated and physical
and programmatic services be
provided with equality. The Statue of
Liberty being a great symbol of
America, it must also symbolize
freedom of movement and freedom of
experience by people who are
disabled,” Cables added.

Representing Cables at the
ceremonies were Moffitt, and Ray
Bloomer, disabled program specialist
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for NAR. Ross Holland represented
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island
Centennial Commission. Also on hand
were representaives of various State
and local agencies from New York and
New Jersey and representatives of the
U.S. Dept. of Education and
Representative Frank J. Guarini of
New Jersey.

These individuals visited the Statue
of Liberty and developed their
recommendations after having asked
Park Service Director Russ Dickenson
how they could become involved.

Director Dickenson assigned the
Branch of Special Programs headed by
Dave Parks in Washington to work
with the North Atlantic Regional
Office and with Superintendent Moffitt
at the Statue of Liberty.

Among the agencies making up the
committee were the New Jersey
Governor’s Office on the Disabled;
Eastern Paralyzed Veterans of
America; Rehabilitation Service
Administration of the New York State
Office of Special Education; Essex
County (N.].) Office of the
Handicapped; New York Office of
Advocates for Disabled Persons; the
Office of Advocacy for Disabled in
Connecticut and the New York
Regional Office of the U.S. Dept. of
Education, as well as the offices of
New York Senator Alfonse D’ Amato
and New Jersey Congressman Guarini.

—Manny Strumpf.

Lake Mead
finds mammoth
fossil

By John Mohlhenrich
Chief Park Interpreter
Lake Mead NRA, Ariz.-Nev.

A fossil bone, identified as part of
the right leg of a prehistoric mammoth
has been discovered at Lake Mead
National Recreation Area, Ariz.-Nev.
A duck hunter, who discovered the
fossil in a remote part of the recreation
area along the shore of the Virgin
River, immediately notified the Park
Service.

The bone was exposed when the
rising waters of Lake Mead undercut a
gravel bank, triggering a small
landslide. The bone had broken into
two pieces which fit together,
2-foot-long and almost a foot wide at
the widest part.

Paleontologist Dr. Stephen Rowland
was contacted to retrieve and identify
the bone. He stated, “Based on
comparison with complete mammoth
skeltons, we estimate that the Lake
Mead mammoth was a full-grown
adult that stood 11 feet high.”

The animal probably died in an Ice
Age stream bed some distance away
from the find, and portions of the
skeleton were carried downstream and
deposited separately.

This is the first record of a
mammoth found at Lake Mead and
only the second for southern Nevada.
Mammoth bones ranging in age
between 12,000 and 40,000 years were
discovered at Tule Springs in the early
1960s.

The actual age of the Lake Mead
bone has not been determined; Dr.
Rowland plans to have a fragment of it
radiocarbon dated. Further excavation
at the site revealed no additional
bones.

Through a long-term loan from the
National Park Service, the fossil will
go on public display this fall in the
University of Las Vegas Museum of
Natural History.

This latest discovery is one more
example and indication that Lake
Mead is rich in natural history and a
dynamic geologic area as well as a
popular water-oriented recreation area.






