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NPS mounts major information effort for 
Olympic Games participants 
By Jim Ryan 
Public Affairs Specialist, SERO 

The National Park Service was not 
the most visible organization at the 
XXIII Olympiad in Los Angeles last 
summer, but those clad in the gray 
and green of the Service nevertheless 
performed a vital function for Olympic 
athletes and visitors alike. 

For some 2 months personnel under 
the direction of Mary Gibson Park of 
Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area provided general 
information about every unit of the 
National Park System and specific 
details about all recreational and 
educational opportunities in the Los 
Angeles area. 

As a result, many visitors had their 
travels enhanced by trips to places 
such as Yosemite, Sequoia and lOngs 
Canyon, and Grand Canyon that they 
originally had not anticipated making. 

The information function was 
carried out at six locations — at each 
of three Olympic Villages, in 
downtown Los Angeles at Westwood, 
and at Santa Monica Mountains, 
which served as the "nerve center" for 
the entire operation. 

As with the range of information 
provided, the NPS representation by 
the staff was national in scope. 

Joan Anzelmo, public information 
officer at Yellowstone, was responsible 
for operations in the Olympic villages. 
Southeast Region Public Affairs 
Specialist Jim Ryan handled the sites 
at Santa Monica Mountains, at 
Westwood and at the Greater Los 
Angeles Visitors and Convention 
Bureau downtown. 

Site supervisors included Lorenza 
Fong from Vanderbilt Mansion 
National Historic Site, N.Y.; Marc Hill 
from Cuyahoga Valley National 
Recreation Area, Ohio; Regina 
Jones-Underwood from Presidents 
Park in Washington, D . C , and Larry 
Steeler from Chickamauga and 

Biological Technician Carolyn Swirsky running a one-kilometer leg of the torch relay. 

Chattanooga National Military Park, 
Ga.-Tenn. All were detailed to Santa 
Monica Mountains for the event. 

The permanent staff was augmented 
by 14 seasonals, all of whom had prior 
experience in areas stretching from 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore, 
N.C., to Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, N.Y.-N.J. and many 
whom were multilingual. 

National Park Service involvement 
in the Olympic Games began in the 
summer of 1983, when the Los 
Angeles Olympic Organizing 
Committee (LAOOC) noted the 
interest in the host country's natural 
and cultural resources expressed by 
athletes and visitors at past Games. 

The LAOOC invited the NPS to 
provide information about these 
resources in this country and, in effect 
act as the "host" Federal bureau in 

Olympic villages at the University of 
Southern California, University of 
California at Los Angeles and 
University of California at Santa 
Barbara. 

A proposal to accept the invitation 
was prepared by Santa Monica 
Mountains and approved by Western 
Regional Director Chapman and 
Director Dickenson. 

After approval, Mary Gibson Park of 
the planning staff was named 
Olympics Coordinator. When that 
assignment was completed in late 
August, Park moved to Channel 
Islands where she is now chief of 
interpretation. 

Susan Cadwallader of Harpers Ferry 
Center became involved with planning 
and contracting exhibits for five of the 
sites, and produced a special Olympics 
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brochure carrying a message of 
welcome from President Reagan. 

Members of the Olympics staff 
began arriving at Santa Monica as 
early as June 1 and all underwent 
extensive orientation and other 
training before operations began in 
early July. 

A Western Region special events 
team arrived 2 weeks later to support 
chief ranger Rick Gale and his staff 
during the Games 

The mission of the National Park 
Service in this country is highly 
appreciated by many of the foreign 
athletes and coaches involved in the 
Olympic Games in Los Angeles. 

"It is a good way to show people 
how nature has been and how it 
should be," said Swedish boxer Vesa 
Koskela while visiting the NPS exhibit 
at the University of California at Los 
Angeles (UCLA). "It's a good way to 
show the different aspects of nature," 
he added. 

"The national parks are very 
beautiful. I already have visited 
Yosemite and I plan to see Death 
Valley when the Games are over," 
revealed Terry Place-Brandel, a 
member of the Federal Republic of 
German's women's volleyball team. 

Place-Brandel said that most 
Europeans have read about and seen 
photographs of America's national 
parks and that many of her fellow 
athletes plan to incorporate a visit to 
at least some of the areas with their 
Olympics participation. 

"It is a good idea that someone had 
the foresight to provide this 
information," she said while visiting 
the NPS exhibit at the University of 
Southern California. "Otherwise, I 
might not have learned about Death 
Valley. We don't have deserts in 
Europe, you know." 

Yona Melnick, coach of the Israeli 
judo team, was emphatic in his 
assessment of the value of the areas 
preserved and protected by the NPS: 
"The national parks are the most 
wonderful things in America," he 
stated flatly. 

"I love this (UCLA) exhibit," 
Melnick added in an aside. 

Jonas Egilsson, member of Iceland's 
track and field team, also applauded 
"the idea behind the NPS," but 
became aware of a growing problem 
during a visit to Yosemite prior to the 
Games. 

"Yosemite is kind of wearing out 
with so many people," Egilsson noted. 
"I think a ranger is there to help 
people, but also to protect the parks 
from the people." 

Olympic torch draws crowds 

Millions of people lined country 
roads and Interstate highways last 
summer, cheering and experiencing a 
throaty lump of patriotism as the 
eternal flame of the Olympic Torch 
was relayed across the Nation from 
Atlantic to Pacific. 

Millions more watched and were 
fascinated as the opening ceremonies 
of the XXIII Olympiad unfolded at the 
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum and 
on television around the world. 

The National Park Service — more 
specifically Santa Monica Mountains 
National Recreation Area — had a role 
in both of these events. 

Biological Technician Karen Swirsky 
ran a one-kilometer leg of the torch 
relay, while seasonal Park Technician 
Renee Dixon danced not only in the 
opening ceremonies at the Coliseum, 
but in the closing as well. 

The stories behind the participation 
of these NPS employees in Olympics 
events are rather unusual. 

Swirsky, a native of Los Angeles, 
happened to see an announcement of 
an essay contest. The topic was the 
Olympics and the prize was an 
opportunity to carry the torch in the 
relay that was concluded at the 
Coliseum during opening ceremonies. 

Putting "my deep feelings about 
what the Olympics mean to me in 
words," Karen submitted an 18-line 

poem entitled "The Athletes." From 
817 entries, her's was chosen the best 
and on July 26 she proudly held the 
torch high as she ran to the applause 
of hundreds lining a suburban Los 
Angeles street. 

Chance also played a role in Dixon's 
participation. Knowing of Renee's long 
and active interest in jazz and modern 
dance, a friend who had noticed a 
small newspaper announcement 
informed her about upcoming 
auditions. 

"I happened to be off," recalled 
Dixon, who worked at the Information 
Center at Park headquarters in 
Woodland Hills, "so I went to see 
what was happening." 

Some 500 turned out for that 
audition, one of a number held 
throughout the Los Angeles area. 
Ultimately, from the thousands who 
tried out, only 268 were chosen to 
dance in the opening. Dixon was one 
of that number and performed in three 
different scenes. 

An even greater honor in Renee's 
mind was to have been invited to also 
take part in the closing ceremony. 
Only 100 were chosen for the dance 
that took place during that event. 

"To have participated was one of my 
greatest learning experiences," said 
Dixon, who hopes to continue her 
dancing. It really gave me Olympic 

Joan Anzelmo of Yellowstone headed information operations in the Olympic villages. 
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fever and made me feel as if I was a 
part of it." 

She was a part of it, and so was 
Swirsky, and, through them, so was 
the National Park Service. 

Swirsky's poem: 

THE ATHLETES 

They enter 
the narrow tunnel 
of concentration 
where mind and body 
merge in pursuit 
of the greatest gift: 
excellence. 
I watch 
their flawless beauty, I am 
stunned by the sun pouring 
full on them 
as they burst forth. 
My body is the bystander 
but my soul runs with them: 
their goldenness 
is what the human 
can be. We are all 
brushed by their passage. 

—Karen Swirsky. 
1984 

Albright, Anzelmo meet at Olympics 

(From left) Larry Steeler, Horace M. Albright, Joan Anzelmo. 

Seasonal Park Technician Renee Dixon poses in 
the costume she wore in the closing ceremonies of 
Los Angeles Olympic Games. 

Joan Anzelmo joined the National 
Park Service in 1976 with the specific 
goal of improving services for foreign 
visitors in the USA. For the past 8 
years she has worked toward this 
goal, raising the level of awareness 
Servicewide regarding the influx of 
foreign travelers to national parks and 
their special needs. She has been a 
major proponent of encouraging the 
hiring of multilingual staff where 
needed. 

The Olympic assignment for Joan 
was the culmination of her long 
commitment to better serve foreign 
travelers as an employee of the Park 
Service. Joan initially helped plan the 
NPS involvement in the three Olympic 
Villages. Then she was detailed to the 
Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area for the summer to 
supervise the Village operations. She 
hired seasonal park technicians from 
various areas throughout the Park 
System, who were all multilingual, to 
staff the NPS Olympic Village exhibits. 
Like Joan, many of these seasonal park 
techs have lived and studied overseas 
and interact well with foreign visitors. 
Assistance provided by NPS 
employees in the Olympic Villages 
was conducted in a variety of foreign 
languages, including French, Spanish, 
German, Italian, Portuguese as well as 
Norweigan, Swedish and Chinese. 

The athletes and other Olympic 
officials frequently commented to the 
staff on how great it was to find 
Americans who could speak their 
language! 

Joan Anzelmo and Larry Steeler met 
with Horace Albright in Studio City on 
August 7th. It was a major highlight 
for Larry and Joan who were detailed 
to work at the Olympics. 

In talking with Horace about their 
Olympic assignment Mr. Albright 
recounted two stories of former NPS 
employees who competed in the 1924 
Olympics in Antwerp. 

The first was Eddie Eagan who 
worked at Rocky Mountain National 
Park as a ranger. He was a 
heavyweight boxer and left NPS 
around 1918 or 19. He competed 
successfully in Antwerp in winning 
the Gold Medal in boxing. 

Then Albright told them about the 
visit of President Harding to 
Yellowstone. Harding had a military 
aide with him who told Albright his 
son wanted to be a ranger. The next 
year Albright had the young man 
appointed in Yellowstone, This ranger 
competed successfully in fencing and 
won the Silver Medal. 

While still on the subject of sports, 
Albright recounted his first meeting 
with Jack Dempsey in New York City. 
Dempsey told Albright that he had 
worked in Yellowstone as a surrey 
driver in 1915 and 1916, as a young 
boy. 

Mr. Albright thinks there are 
probably other people who have 
competed in the Olympics and also 
have worked in National Parks! 

(Editor's Note: If there are others you know 
of, please send information to us in the 
Washington Office.) 
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Anthropologists aid planning 
at King historic site 

By Randolph Scott 
Superintendent 
Martin Luther King Jr., NHS, Ga. 

With the creation of the Martin 
Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site 
and Preservation District, the National 
Park Service began moving into the 
middle of an existing residential and 
commercial community. The park's 
establishing legislation included 
several unique provisions which 
evidenced concern over the interaction 
between the NPS and the community. 
At the same time, research associated 
with preparation of the park's general 
management plan quickly identified 
the sense of community as an 
important historical and interpretive 
resource. 

Thus, early on, park management 

and the planning team recognized a 
need for more information about the 
community. Dr. Muriel Crespi, 
Cultural Anthropologist in WASO, 
helped define what information was 
needed. Dr. Crespi and park staff then 
developed a strategy for gathering the 
data. Dr. Crespi called in Dr. William 
Partridge, Chairman of the 
Anthropology Department at Georgia 
State University, to help with the 
project. For a period of six months in 
1983, two GSU graduate students, 
Susan Hamilton and Susan Belcher, 
worked at the park through the 
Governor's Intern Program. Ms. 
Hamilton focused on patterns of use 
and interaction in the residential area 
and the probable effect of the National 
Historic Site and Preservation District 
on the general community. 

Meanwhile, Ms. Belcher studied 
relationships in the business 
community as well as networks of 
communication and community 
leadership. The information, insights 
and recommendations of Ms. 
Hamilton and Ms. Belcher, prepared 
under the direction of Drs. Crespi and 
Partridge, have been extremely helpful 
in park operations and planning. It 
has proved particularly valuable in 
assessing the impacts on the 
community of four general 
management plan alternatives. 

This experience demonstrates that 
managers and planners as well as 
applied anthropologists mutually profit 
from longterm partnerships. Whether 
partnerships are concerned with 
identifying potentially affected publics 
and effects of park programs on them, 
or describing traditional lifeways of 
communities associated with parks, 
the anthropological method and 
perspective prove to be invaluable. 

Cable cars return to San Francisco 

By Melven Wong 
Interpretive Specialist 
Golden Gate NRA 

Bands played, hundreds of balloons 
were released and the streets were 
jammed with people on June 21st as 
San Francisco celebrated the return of 
the cable cars to its hilly streets. One 
of the most enthusiastic celebration 
points was at the cable car turnaround 
at Aquatic Park in Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area. The 
turnaround with its dramatic view of 
San Francisco Bay, the Golden Gate 
Bridge, Alcatraz and Fisherman's 
Wharf, has been entirely redone in 
Victorian style, complete with a Park 
Service Information kiosk. 

For 2 years San Francisco visitors 
and residents had to make do with 
other, less picturesque, transportation 
while the entire cable car system was 
completely renovated for the first time 
since the 1906 earthquake. 

Although 27 other cities once had 
thriving cable car lines, the first 
practical cable car system for municipal 
transportation was introduced to San 
Francisco in 1873 by British inventor 
Andrew Hallidie. Drawn to the city by 
the Gold Rush, Hallidie was a 
successful cable manufacturer when he 
developed this system. According to 
San Francisco folklore, on a foggy 

evening in 1869 Hallidie saw a 
horse-drawn car struggling uphill. 
Suddenly two horses in the five-horse 
team slipped on the wet cobblestones 
and fell. The brakes failed, and the 
heavily loaded car slid backwards, 
dragging the entire team downhill. 
The inventor helped release the 
injured horses from the harness, and 
he then resolved to design a humane 
and effective method of street rail 
service. 

Since Hallidie had already perfected 
strong cables, he now invented a cable 
grip that could haul cars uphill. 
Skeptics referred to such a cable car as 
"Hallidie's Folly." Nevertheless, he 
worked around the clock laying cables 
and building a steam-driven power 
plant. On the morning of August 1, 
1873, he personally stood at the grip 
and operated the cable car as it rolled 
smoothly downhill at an even 4 miles 
an hour. The first cable car line in the 
country had begun. 

The eminent British author Rudyard 
Kipling toured San Francisco in 1889 
and wrote of the cable cars: "If it 
pleases Providence to make a car run 
up and down a slit in the ground for 
many miles, and if for two pence 
ha'penny I can ride in that car, why 
shall I seek the reasons of the 
miracle?" 

Even as cable cars reached their 
peak of popularity in the 1890"s, new 

technology in development of electric 
trolleys began a movement to convert 
cable systems to trolleys. Eventually, 
the only large city to retain cable 
transit was San Francisco where it all 
began. 

When the great earthquake of 1906 
devastated the city, every cable car 
line was destroyed. It was cheaper to 
replace most car lines with electric 
trolleys than to restore them. 
Fortunately, the steepest hills were 
beyond the abilities of early trolleys, 
thereby forcing restoration of cable 
service on those hills. In 1947, the 
cable cars were again threatened with 
extinction — replacement by diesel 
buses — but a grass-roots campaign 
saved the car lines. 

The entire cable car 
system — tracks, turntable and car 
barn — was designated a National 
Historic Landmark by the National 
Park Service in 1964. October 1 marks 
the 20th anniversary of that 
proclamation. 

The recent massive renovation 
resulted in several new things: 
terminals, drive system for the cables, 
car barn, rails, track alignment and 
conduits. Also, the ride is now 
quieter, without the familiar 
clickety-clack. The entire project cost 
more than 58 million dollars. The 
Federal Government provided 80 
percent, the remainder was provided 
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by the State and a local 
Save-the-Cable-Cars fund-raising 
campaign. 

Once again the cable car system is 

the pride of city residents and the 
delight of visitors. For the National 
Park Service, the information kiosk at 
the new turntable is a symbol of the 

special mission of Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area in the Bay 
Area, to be the "park next door." 

Yosemite upgrades fire-fighting services 

Yosemite National Park, Calif., has 
purchased a new fire truck which will 
be stationed in the Wawona area of 
the park. The acquisition is part of a 
continuing program to modernize and 
upgrade the park's fire water supply 
systems, firefighter knowledge and 
capability, and fire apparatus to exceed 
minimum standards and offer 
professional structural fire service to 
meet present day requirements. 

In the fall of 1972, Ranger Donald 

Cross was assigned by former 
Superintendent Lynn Thompson to 
build a fire department to meet 
Yosemite's needs. The result has been 
the formulation of a professional fire 
staff who operate a multibattalion fire 
department, composed of 85 highly 
trained volunteer firefighters, along 
with modern equipment and 
apparatus. 

Two new seven-passenger, sedan 
cab, 1500 gpm diesel, automatic, fire 

engines have replaced a 1939 
Chevrolet and a 196 Darley. The 
Yosemite Valley fire engine was 
purchased from Fire Trucks, Inc., Mt. 
Clemens, Mich., in March of 1982. The 
Wawona fire truck was purchased 
from Maxim Motors, Inc., Middleboro, 
Mass., in April of 1984. 

— Don Cross. 

(From left) Fire Captain Alan Houston, Assistant Fire Chief Robert Reece, Fire Chief Donald Cross, Assistant Fire Chief Chuck Vande Water, Fire Captain 
Randy Rust, and Assistant Fire Dispatcher Cindy Waldron. Not shown, Fire Dispatcher Cay Know. Yosemite Valley and Wawona fire engines. 
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Fort Stevens — memories of a forgotten battle 

By David R. Smith 
Interpreter, 
Rock Creek Park, Washington, D.C. 

At the corner of present-day 13th 
and Quackenbos Streets, N.W., in 
Washington, D . C , stands the 
reconstructed Civil War fortification 
Fort Stevens. To those visiting Fort 
Stevens for the first time, this series of 
concrete walls simulating wood must 
seem out of place amid the urban 
sprawl of the District of Columbia, but 
on July 11, and 12, 1864, Fort Stevens 
was the focal point of two sometimes 
overlooked but very significant 
occurrences in our Nation's history. 

It was on these sweltering hot days 
in July that General Jubal A. Early 
launched the only Confederate 
offensive action directed against the 
Nation's Capital at Fort Stevens. 

Also, it was here that Abraham 
Lincoln became the only President in 
our Nation's history who came' under 
direct fire from an enemy force. 

This year Rock Creek Park 
celebrated the 120th Commemoration 
of the Battle of Fort Stevens with a 
day-long series of special events. The 
events which included a recreated 
Civil War encampment, provided 
visitors with insight into the daily 
lifestyle of the Union soldiers 
garrisoned in the Washington 
defenses. 

On April 12, 1861, after the initial 
shots were fired over Fort Sumter 
signaling the beginning of hostilities, 
failure was to plague the Federal Army 
the first years of the Civil War. From 
the 1st Battle of Bull Run until 
Fredericksburg, poor leadership had 
thwarted the Union's success in 
bringing the war to a swift conclusion. 

Only a short distance from the . 
border of Virginia stood the vulnerable 
Nation's Capital. As the Union Army 
continued to suffer defeat, steps were 
taken to protect Washington's major 
roads and bridges. 

In the autumn of 1861 President 
Abraham Lincoln called upon a 
commission of distinguished Army 
engineers headed by Major General 
John G. Barnard. Within the next 2 
years, it designed and constructed an 
interconnecting series of 68 enclosed 
forts, batteries and rifle pits which 
could encircle Washington for 37 
miles. By the winter of 1862 
construction had commenced on 
defenses in the northern part of the 

Print of President Lincoln at Fort Stevens. 

city, and one of these forts, Fort 
Massachusetts whose name was later 
changed to Fort Stevens in honor of 
Brig. General Isaac Stevens, was built 
to control and protect the 7th Street 
Road, a major artery leading into the 
heart of the city. 

Throughout the war, Washington 
was to see very little action around its 
fortifications until 2 eventful days in 
July 1864. On July 11 and 12, 
Confederate General Jubal A. Early 
had led about 10,000 veteran troops to 
the very outskirts of Washington. 
General Robert E. Lee, who was in the 
summer of 1864 being besieged by 
General Grant near Petersburg, had 
called upon Early, his most able 
general, to launch an offensive action 
up the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia 
in an attempt to relieve pressure being 
applied on Lee at Petersburg. 

With only minor resistance at 
Monocacy River near Frederick, Md., 
Early now concentrated his efforts on 
Washington. The scene of this 
demonstration was to be Fort Stevens. 

Already plagued by stifling heat and 
stragglers in his ranks. Early's troops 
were in no condition to attack even 
feebly manned fortifications. Time lost 
by a one-day holding action at the 
Monocacy River, allowed what was 
then mostly new volunteers, invalids 
and civilian employees defending Fort 
Stevens, to be replaced with veteran 
troops of the U.S. Sixth and 
Nineteenth Corps. General Early had 
lost his opportunity to capture the 
most symbolic target of the war. 

On the 12th of July around 6 p.m., 
shots were fired from Fort Stevens and 
neighboring forts signaling a massive 
Federal infantry assault. Under the 
command of General Frank Wheaton, 
the Confederate Army was pushed 
back to Silver Spring, Md. 

It was during this engagement that 
President Abraham Lincoln viewed the 
action from the parapet of Fort 
Stevens. When General Horatio 
Wright requested Lincoln descend 
from the parapet, he was ignored. A 
surgeon standing near the President 
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was wounded and Wright now 
demanded Lincoln come down from 
the parapet or be forcibly removed. 
Lincoln acknowledged the General and 
finally came down. 

Today, one mile north of Fort 
Stevens stands Battleground National 
Cemetery. The smallest of our national 
cemeteries, Battleground is the resting 
place of 41 war-honored Union dead 
who gave their lives in the defense of 

Fort Stevens. 
Now 120 years after the Battle of 

Fort Stevens, the smell of gun powder 
no longer permeates the air, but the 
spirit of those events lives on. They 
were relieved as 21 living history 
volunteers shouted out commands to 
load the artillery piece and drill in 
preparation for the ensuing conflict, all 
in the safety of a pleasant summer's 
afternoon. 

Thanks to the participation of the 
5th U.S. Cavalry from Antietam 
Battlefield and the 1st Maryland 
Infantry from Fort Washington Park, 
the 120th Commemoration of Fort 
Stevens brought alive those eventful 
days of July 1864 when General Jubal 
A. Early shook the foundation of the 
Union by attempting to accomplish the 
impossible, the capture of the Nation's 
Capital. 

Travelling the C&O Canal by barge 

Dressed in period costume of the 
19th century and speaking only 
authentic "canal-ese," Park Service 
Rangers guide visitors through a part 
of the Nation's capital that many 
people never see — that part dug out 
by Irish immigrants some 150 years 
ago. 

Our vehicle is a boat, the 
Georgetown Barge, a replica of the 
cargo barges that hauled coal, flour, 
grain or lumber from the western 
frontier to Washington, D.C. 

As passengers climb aboard over a 
narrow wooden plank, Montgomery 
Ward Smooks reminds us, "Watch yer 
step, there, women and children first, 
please." And Aloyisious Zavier 
Hulzepiel shouts out rules of the trip, 
"Don't want to cussin' or knife-fightin' 
and don't want no chewin' tobacca or 
spittin' on the floor. This here's an 
orderly boat and we don't allow no 
rough stuff." 

The Georgetown, christined in 1982, 
is a 90- by 14-foot fiberglass-and-wood 
replica of the original barges built in 
the 1800's. The Georgetown is 8-feet 
tall and must pass under a bridge with 
only a 3-foot clearance. How are we 
going to go under that? Through the 
engineering magic of locks! The 
opening of each lock (there are two on 
this trip) is heralded by the sound of a 
horn, blown by the boatman at the 
tiller, to warn the locktender of the 
boat's approach. Once through the 
lock, boatmen and the locktender close 
the lock gates to the rear of the boat. 
Then using a heavy iron wrench, the 
lock key, boatmen open paddles on 
the lock gates to the front of the boat. 
This lets the water flow into the lock. 
As the water fills the lock, the boat 
rises. 

Two mules, Katie Lynn and Francis, 
patiently plod along the towpath, 
pulling the Georgetown along the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal at about 4 
miles an hour. Two other 
ranger/interpreters walk along with the 

The C&O Canal at Georgetown. 

mules, reins in hand. They wear 
heavy shoes, and we are told that this 
task was often that of the "youngins" 
who travelled the 174 miles of the 
C&O towpath barefoot. 

Remember, we're travelling in 1850. 
It is strangely quiet and 
soothing — roar of airplanes and cars 
seem distant. We listen to our 
interpreter Nellie Davis and watch the 
mules saunter along the towpath 
paralleling the canal ditch as we glide 
along the water along the 
moss-covered hand-cut stones of the 
walls of the canal, and think of those 
thousands who sacrificed their lives to 
build this "magnificent ditch." 

Suddenly, someone up on top on 
the tiller, gives a yell, "Ti-yip-ya!" The 
mules stop dead in their tracks. It's 
time to turn around. But how? It's 

deceptively simple. The mules are 
unhooked from the towline and 
headed back towards town and 
hitched to a towline on the back (now 
the front) of the boat, and we are on 
our way again, as the mules go 
plodding along. 

But don't think for a moment that 
the return trip is boring. We're treated 
with further stories of life on a barge, 
the fate of the boatmen's children, 
whose job it was to tend the mules 
rain or shine from April to October. 
The whole family slept on the barge; 
meals were cooked and eaten on the 
barge, and occasionally, when 
necessary, laundry had to be done. 
Reading and writing lessons were 
enjoyed in between chores, as they 
traveled along the 184-mile route 

(continued on page 8) 
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Ranger-Interpreters hitch up mules Katie Lynn and Francis for barge trip. Ranger Stephen Alemar as "Montgomery Ward Snooks." 

(continued from page 7) 

through 174 locks from Cumberland, 
Md., to Washington, D.C. 

Nellie Davis opens a toy chest and 
produces some amusing items, 
including "Jacob's Ladder" and a "Do-
Nothing" machine. Then Montgomery 
Ward Smooks gets his guitar from a 
closet and accompanying himself sings 
"old timey" songs to the group. The 
90 minutes pass quickly as the crew 
mixes humor with history, spinning 
yarns about the canal and the people 
who lived and worked on it. The 
history is fascinating. It began back in 
the early 1800's. The Nation needed a 
way to transport the coal and 
agricultural riches of the Western 
frontier to East Coast manufacturing 
centers. 

Construction of the C&O Canal 
began just 3 years after the completion 
of the Erie Canal. President John 
Quincy Adams turned over the first 
shovelful of dirt on July 4, 1884. That 
same day in Baltimore, Charles Carroll 
laid the first cornerstone for the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 
Competition between the two systems 
was fierce. Digging and cutting the 
stones for the amazing construction 
through all kinds of disasters, rough 
terrain, floods, cholera and other 
diseases, made work agonizingly slow. 
It was much easier to build track for 
the railway than to make the slow 
progress required in building the 
canal. The Federal Government had 
loaned money to the C&O company, 
but it was never a profitable venture; 
and then because of default of 
payments during the great Depression, 
the Government took over the canal 
company. In 1939 the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) worked on 
it while; and use was discontinued in 

Locks on the C&O Canal. 

1924. Had it not been for the 
persistence of Justice William O. 
Douglas in the 1950's, the C&O Canal 
might have become a paved highway. 
Instead it has been preserved as a 
historical park — "one of the loveliest 
failures in all of history." 

(Editor's Note: There are actually two 
barges from which to choose: the 
Georgetown between 30th and Thomas 
Jefferson Sts., N.W.; and the Canal 

Ranger Julia Mize as "Nellie Davis. 

Clipper, in Potomac Md., about 15 mi'/es 
northwest of Washington, D.C. Both are 
under the jurisdiction of the National 
Capital Region as is the entire park. 
Superintendent of the C&O Canal 
National Historical Park is Richard L. 
Stanton. Unit Manager of Georgetown 
portion is Donna Donaldson. Some of the 
ranger/interpreters are Helen Lilly, 
Stephen Alemar, Julia Mize and Jim 
Lance.) 

— Naomi L. Hunt. 
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Park Briefs 

LOWELL NHP, Mass. — Two new 
open trolley cars — the first to be built 
in the United States within the past 50 
years — were inaugurated by the Park 
Service during opening ceremonies at 
the park on May 26. The trolley cars 
are authentic reproductions of the 
1597-1600 series manufactured in 1901 
by the J. G. Brill Company for the 
Eastern Massachusetts Street Railway 
and are an integral part of Lowell's 
interpretive program. They also serve 
as a transportation system linking 
Lowell's downtown mill complexes 
and connecting to the park's canal 
barge network. The cars run on one 
mile of Boston and Main railroad track 
and are powered by period style 
overhead lines. 

Lowell NHP trolley No. 1602 in front of the 
Boot Mill. The trolleys were funded by the 
Lowell Historic Preservation Commission. 

Jennifer Jacobs sign interprets wonders of 
Yosemite NP. 

YOSEMITE NP — Thundering 
waterfalls usually speak for 
themselves. But the deaf can't hear the 
roaring voice of the falls or ask the 
rangers questions about the park. 
That's where Jennifer Jacobs comes in. 
As a sign language interpreter, Jacobs 
is the communicator for deaf park 
visitors. The park's Deaf Services 
Program includes phones that enable 
deaf persons to call the park for 
information and room reservations; 
and Seasonal Sign Interpreter Jacobs 
offers a variety of special programs for 
the deaf. 

YELLOWSTONE NP — Nature's 
raw power was demonstrated last 
summer in the park as perhaps 
100,000 trees were felled in a matter of 
minutes during a thundershower and 
windstorm which cut a swath 
approximately a quarter mile wide 
through the central portion of the 
park. "The blowdown was an 
impressive sight, an excellent example 
of the workings of nature," said 
Superintendent Bob Barbee. There 
were no injuries reported. Temporary 
power outages were widespread, but 
emergency generator power was 
utilized as backup in some areas. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
CARVER NM, Mo. — A special 
program, "Carver Day," was 
celebrated at the park in July to 
commemorate the 41st anniversary of 
its establishment as a unit of the 
National Park System. Theme of the 
program, which was attended by 
nearly 300 guests, centered around the 
boy, the man, and the monument to 
this American black science educator. 
Other activities included a musical 
program by area church choirs and a 
solo honoring Carver's inspiring 
achievements. 

SCOTTS BLUFF NM, Nebr. — In 
August, a detechment of volunteer 
soldiers set up camp at Mitchell Pass 
to commemorate the 120th anniversery 
of Fort Mitchell. Remnants of the 11th 
Ohio Calvary and the 18th U.S. 
Infantry encamped at the site. Normal 
camp functions were engaged in, 
drilling and fatigue details were 
assigned, and a trail meal was 
prepared at noon. At about 4 p.m., 
retreat was sounded, an evening meal 
was prepared, and a "wind down" of 
music of the 1864 period ended the 
long day of activities. 

FORT UNION TRADING POST, 
N. Mex. — After 119 years, a 
previously unknown sketch of the fort 
has found its way back to the site of 
its origin. A detailed pen and ink 
sketch, it was apparently drawn at 
Fort Union in the year 1865. In 
donating the sketch, Raymond 
Ferwerda of Crystal Lake, 111., 
indicated that he had been given the 
drawing 57 years ago and had 
assumed it to be of an eastern military 
fort. Only this summer did he become 
aware of its true origin. A major 
museum renovation project being 
conducted at the park will incorporate 
the new addition as a central exhibit. 
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