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New role for Trail Conference 

(From left) Ray Hunt, ATC Chairman, Secretary Clark, Assistant Secretary Arnett, Arthur Brownell, ANSTAC 

Chairman and Director Dickenson. Photo by Bill Clark. 

January 1984 was a landmark in the 
long and positive association between 
the National Park Service and the 
Appalachian Trail Conference in 
administering the world's premier 
long-distance hiking trail. Under the 
unique authority of the National Trails 
System Act, the NPS has delegated 
responsibility to the Appalachian Trail 
Conference for managing public land 
along approximately 250 miles of the 
2,100-mile Appalachian National 
Scenic Trail. At a ceremony on Jan. 26, 
Director Dickenson and Raymond 
Hunt, Chairman of the ATC Board of 
Managers, signed the historic 
agreement involving approximately 
30,000 acres of land acquired by the 
NPS to protect the Appalachian Trail. 
The Trail, utilized by millions of hikers 
each year, runs from the peak of 
Katahdin in Maine through 14 states, 8 
national forests, and 6 national park 
areas to Springer Mountain in Georgia. 
In 1978, Congress authorized $90 
million to acquire a protective corridor 
for the Trail in areas where it did not 
already pass through Federally or 
State-owned lands. When the NPS 
completes its protection program, it is 
anticipated that more than 70,000 

acres—about 30 percent of the Trail 
mileage—will come under this 
NPS-ATC delegation agreement. 

The Appalachian Trail Conference is 
the public, non-profit organization 
that has coordinated volunteer 
efforts to construct and maintain the 
Appalachian Trail through its 31 
member trail clubs since the 1920s. A 
delegation of this important land 
management responsibility to a private 
organization on such a scale is 
historically unprecedented. The NPS 
and the ATC will be breaking new 
ground. 

Secretary William Clark and 
Assistant Secretary G. Ray Arnett 
joined the celebration and signed the 
document as witnesses. Clark 
recognized the volunteer role in 
construction, development and 
maintenance of the Appalachian Trail 
throughout its history. In remarks to 
the gathering of Trail supporters, 
Clark stated, "Without its great 
volunteer tradition, there would be no 
Appalachian Trail nor would there be 
such widespread support for its 
preservation as a part of our national 
heritage. The Appalachian Trail 
Conference and its committed 

volunteers have earned the trust of the 
American people." He called the Trail 
"a model of cooperation and good 
will" between government agencies 
and citizens. 

Working closely with the Park 
Service, the U.S. Forest Service and 
State agencies, volunteer club 
members and ATC have maintained 
and, as necessary, relocated the Trail 
over the past six decades. With their 
newly delegated responsibilities, they 
will be managing the lands according 
to local plans developed in 
consultation with their govrnment 
agency partners. The Appalachian 
Trail Conference will serve as the 
'guarantor' to the NPS that these lands 
are being well cared-for. The 
Conference in turn works closely with 
the volunteer trail clubs to be sure 
they have the expertise, materials and 
other resources to do the job. 

Director Dickenson concluded the 
signing ceremony, saying, "Our 
signatures on this agreement evidence 
faith on the part of Government and 
private partners alike that extensive 
public lands can safely be entrusted to 
a private organization." 



Death Valley offers scenery, science, 
education . . . and something more 

Death Valley National Monument, 
Calif.-Nei'., was established by presidential 
proclamation on Feb. 11, 1933, to preserve 
the area's unusual features of scenic, 
scientific, and educational interest. 
Supplementary proclamations in March 
1937 and January 1952 increased the 
monument's original acreage of more than 
1 million acres to more than 2 million 
acres. The monument contains physical 
and natural resources representative of the 
Mohave and Great Basin deserts. 

By Naomi L. Hunt 

Death Valley is a vast geological 
museum. All of the eras and most of 
the periods of geologic time are 
represented here. The valley was 
formed by faulting when the central 
portion dropped and the mountains 
thrust up. Wind and water have 
slowly cut away at the mountains and 
partially filled the basin with gravel 
and debris in the form of alluvial fans. 
All of the forces that formed Death 
Valley are still at work changing the 
landscape. 

Animal life is common in the 
monument, despite the belief that little 
lives or grows in Death Valley. From 
Badwater (279 feet below sea level), to 
Telescope Peak (at 11,049 feet), is an 
elevation change of more than 2 miles. 
Within this area, ranging from salt 
flats to pine covered slopes, is a 
variety of habitats. Rodents such as 
ground squirrels, kangaroo rats, wood 
rats and pocket mice are common. 
Cottontail rabbits are found around 
mesquite thickets and jackrabbits are 
common everywhere. Kit foxes, 
coyotes and bobcats are found at the 
lower elevations, while desert bighorn 
sheep, deer and wild burros are found 
in the mountains. 

Seventeen kinds of lizards and 19 
kinds of snakes have been found in 
the area. More than 230 different kinds 
of birds, mostly winter visitors, and 
four species of desert pupfish are also 
found in this desert region. 

Plants in Death Valley are adapted 
to living in extreme heat, strong 
winds, little water, or water with a 
high salt content. Most plants grow 
close to the ground for less wind 
resistance and have either deep tap 
roots or wide-spreading root systems 
to use what little water is available. 
Some plants have a natural lacquer or 
a fuzzy covering to reduce water loss 

Early morning at Zabriskic Point, south of Furnace Creek. (Inset) Interpretive Specialist Bob Dodson 
at Scotty's Castle, Death Valley NM, Calif.-Nev. 

by evaporation while others lose their 
leaves during dry periods. Some 
plants are able to survive in water that 
has as much as a 5 percent salt 
content. There are more than 2,000 
kinds of plants that grow in Death 
Valley and 20 kinds that grow in no 
other place in the world. 

Four Indian cultures have lived in 
Death Valley at different times since 
about 6000 B.C. The first of these 
groups lived there when the valley 
floor was covered by the 90-mile-long 
Lake Manly and when big game was 
abundant. Only a few descendants of 
the Panamint Indians still live in the 
area. While only 50 percent of the 
monument has been inventoried, 
approximately 1,500 archeological sites 
have been recorded. 

In 1849, emigrants on their way to 
the goldfields of the Sierra Nevada 
wandered into the valley and named it 
after their sufferings. Some of these 
pioneers returned to prospect for gold 
and other minerals that they saw 
when they first came through. Borax, 
mined in the 1880s, brought more 
people and attracted the attention of 
the public with its 20-mule team 
wagons and tales of adventure. 

The desert ecosystems of Death 
Valley are fragile, surviving under 
stringent natural conditions that are 
exceptionally vulnerable to human use 
and other imposed factors. Several 
factors are altering these 
ecosystems—introduction of nonnative 
species, particularly feral burros, 
consumptive land uses such as 
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mining, and external influences such 
as withdrawal of groundwater. 
Continually, the dynamic equilibrium 
of the valley's natural communities is 
being affected by these factors. In 
recognition of this, a natural and 
cultural resources management plan 
for Death Valley National Monument 
was proposed by Western Regional 
Director Howard H. Chapman in 
October of 1982. 

Preparers of the document were: 
Steve Hodapp, chief, Division of 
Environmental Quality, Western 
Region; James Holland, environmental 
specialist, of the Denver Service 
Center; Larry May, environmental 
specialist, DSC, (now assistant 
superintendent, Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore); Peter Sanchez, 
resources management specialist, 
Death Valley National Monument; 
Astrid Schenk, environmental 
specialist (former), Western Region; 
Dennis Schramm, environmental 
specialist, DSC, and Don Tieman, 
ecologist, DSC. 

The plan proposes removal of all 
exotic species in Death Valley, 
including feral burros and horses, 
domestic livestock, mosquito fish, 
tamarisk (salt cedar), Russian thistle, 
hornwort and palms. 

All burros will be moved from the 
monument within a 3-year period. 
This program, which was begun in the 
fall of 1983, is a cooperative effort 
between NPS and a consortium of 
participating animal protection groups. 
Since Oct. 11, 1983, 595 burros have 
been removed from the monument by 
BLM wranglers, assisted by helicopter. 
NPS provides for humane roundup of 
animals and transportation to a central 
holding facility, and then animal 
protection groups arrange for their 
adoption. 

Mosquito fish were introduced into 
Nevada and California as part of a 
widespread mosquito control program 
in the 1930s. In some areas of the 
monument, this aggressive fish may 
be jeopardizing native pupfish. 
Mosquito fish are currently being 
removed in Death Valley and the plan 
proposes to continue this practice. 

Two species of tamarisk (salt cedars) 
have become established at a number 
of springs and marshes. Tamarisk will 
be eliminated from approximately 300 
acres of land near mining sites and 
along roadsides. By the Spring of 1983, 
tamarisk had been removed from 
Saratoga Springs and Eagle Borax. 

Date and other palms have become 
established at several backcountry 
springs. These will be removed, as 
well as will the hornwort, an aquatic 
plant. 

To restore both the land surface and 
the natural biological systems in Death 
Valley, proposed projects include 
obliteration of unusual facilities, 
reclamation of disturbed lands, 
restoration of water sources and 
management of fire. About 350 mine 

shafts and exploration holes that are 
considered dangerous will be filled or 
fenced in and debris will be removed. 

Springs and seeps that have been 
unnaturally altered will be restored or 
rehabilitated in order to provide a 
dependable source of water for 
wildlife. 

The plan further proposes several 

additional studies and continuing 
research programs that will provide a 
comprehensive information base for 
resolution of resources management 
problems. Included is an engineering 
study to investigate design alternatives 
for control of floods and to determine 
hydrologic systems necessary to 
ensure future water supplies to the 
monument. 

Helicopter surveys, waterhole 
counts and photographic monitoring 
will be used to determine mule deer 
and bighorn populations. In order to 
determine how the pupfish population 
responds to lower-than-normal water 
levels, the plan proposes to continue 
habitat monitoring and regular 
censuses at Devils Hole. 

Management of cultural resources 
entails planning and research 
coordination with natural resources 
management actions. Studies of 
archeology and historic resources are 
proposed, including oral interviews 
with individuals who can supply 
first-hand data on Death Valley 
history; an historic resources study on 
the history of mine exploration and 
surveying in Death Valley, and historic 
structures reports on Scotty's Castle 
and Ranch. 

Native American heritage has been 
addressed through consultation with 
members of the Timbi-Sha Tribe of 
Shoshone Indians whose ancestors 
lived on monument lands for 1,000 to 
2,000 years. The Timbi-Sha have 
requested that an Indian reservation 
be established within the monument, 
incorporating the village near park 
headquarters where they have lived 
for the past 45 years. A study 
reviewing the relationships between 
the Park Service and Tribal needs now 
underway will have to be completed 
before further actions on this matter 
can be taken. 

As more and more people are 
attracted to the mystery and aura of 
this interesting desert area, 
management becomes increasingly 
complex, involving a diversity of 
natural and socioeconomic resources. 

Last year more than 700,000 visitors 
came to Death Valley—this place 
where manmade cares can be left 
behind, where one can stand alone on 
a hill in the primeval silence of the 
desert, where the hours and minutes 
of man's world no longer count, 
where only changes brought by the 
wind, the sun and the rain leave their 
mark on the ancient hills. 

"Can this lovely, lonely place be 
preserved? Will it be? We are 
challenged to make it so," says 
Superintendent Ed Rothfuss. 
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Jamestown Glasshouse 
reproduces Senate 'shakers' 

New River Gorge 
'Neighbors' program 
stimulates interest 

Glassmaking in the American 
colonies began at Jamestown, Va., in 
1608 where a glass factory was 
operated in the woods near the first 
English settlement. The glasshouse 
closed after just a few years of 
operation. However, at the National 
Park Service preserved site of 
Jamestown, artisans recreate the 
ancient art of glassblowing. 

These costumed craftsmen create 
beautiful reproductions of early styles 
of glassware typical of the 17th 
century that are offered for sale to the 
public. But recently the glassblowers 
had a special request—from 
Washington, D.C. 

When the U.S. Senate needed to 
replace some hand-blown glass in the 
Senate Chamber, they contacted 
Colonial National Historical Park, 
which includes Jamestown Island, to 
see if it could be done at the 
Jamestown Glasshouse. 

The special order was for 125 sand 
shakers. The sand shakers are a 
tradition in the Senate Chamber, 
placed on each senator's desk as a 
historical legacy of the time when sand 
was shaken onto documents to 
prevent ink from smearing while it 
dried. The ink blotter and the ball 
point pen rendered the shakers 
obsolete, but tradition dies hard in the 
Senate. 

The last set of glass shakers was 
made in 1915. Over the years these 
gradually were lost or broken. A new 
set was needed and U.S. Senator John 
Warner proposed that these 
hand-blown pieces be made in Virginia 
where the glass industry in America 
began. 

Senator Warner's office contacted 
the superintendent of Colonial 
National Historical Park, Richard 
Maeder, who passed the proposal on 
to Eastern National Park and 
Monument Association. Eastern 
operates the Glasshouse under an 
agreement with the Park Service. With 
the assistance of retired 
master-glassblower Gerald E. 
Vandermark, the glasshouse at 
Jamestown prepared for a historic 
moment. 

By Neil Dejong 
Park Ranger 
New River Gorge NR, W. Va. 

The major problem faced by the 
glassblowers was the design of a new 
mold for the shakers. The mold used 
in 1915 made by Fostoria had been 
destroyed. Mr. Vandermark designed 
a new mold specially manufactured of 
carbon steel to withstand temperatures 
of 2000° F. 

After a few trials, the team of 
glassblowers including Rodney 
Flowers, Harry Holman, and Gerry 
Vandermark, was ready for the 
challenge. 

The 125 shakers took approximately 
6 hours to finish. The crew worked 
after hours in the reconstructed 
glasshouse at Jamestown, only a few 
feet from the historic ruins of the first 
glasshouse in America. The clear, 
square-shaped shakers are marked 
with the tiny bubbles characteristic of 
hand-blown glass. 

Shirley Pewter of Williamsburg is 
making the pewter lids for the shakers 
which will be presented to the Senate 
next year. 

"Few places blow glass on this scale 
anymore," said Vandermark. And no 
other place exists like the Jamestown 
Glasshouse with its historical 
reproduction of the 17th-century 
structure where glass manufacturing 
was first attempted in the colonies. 

On Jan. 15 the first in a series of 
Sunday afternoon programs called 
"New River Neighbors" was presented 
by the New River Gorge National 
River at its Canyon Rim Visitor Center 
near Fayetteville, W. Va. Designed to 
stimulate local interest in helping to 
preserve the cultural and natural 
history of the Gorge, the programs 
have done that and much more! 

Each Sunday during January and 
February the park's interpretive staff 
invited different speakers to discuss 
various aspects of life in the Gorge. 
Deserted coal mining towns came to 
life as Verl Akers and Wallace Bennett 
reminisced about their early days in 
the Gorge during the 1920s, '30s and 
'40s. Mabel Gwinn and Louise 
Cashion introduced us to the life of a 
nurse at McKendree hospital on the 
New River, during the 1920s and '30s. 

On Feb. 5, in honor of Black History 
Month, Russell Matthew, a former coal 
miner, reflected on the role of blacks 
in the Gorge; and on Jan. 29, Civil 
War buffs listened intently as Jody 
Mays analyzed the role of southern 
West Virginia in the Civil War. 

For visitors interested in natural 
history, Osbra Eye of the West 
Virginia Department of Natural 
Resources, discussed the flora of the 
Gorge. Then State Park Naturalist 
Emily Fleming familiarized those in 
attendance with State parks near the 
National River. 

Much of the credit for the program's 
success must go to the various clubs 
and organizations which 
enthusiastically agreed to co-sponsor 
each week's activity. The coffee and 
refreshments they provided 
encouraged the informal atmosphere 
the park wanted to achieve. Local 
media provided weekly coverage 
including feature articles in 
newspapers and a half-hour radio 
program. 

In addition to meeting their stated 
goal of stimulating interest in the 
cultural and natural history of the 
Gorge, the programs supplied many 
other benefits. Visitation increased, as 
each Sunday the small auditorium was 
filled to overflowing; more and more 
local people came to realize that the 

COURIER/March 1984 

After the liquid glass is taken from the ovens, 
it is blown to form a rounded globule on the end 
of the blower's pipe. This is formed to fit the 
small opening in the mold that will be used to 
shape the piece. 

4 



park wanted to be an active member 
of the community (a good neighbor); 
and the park's information base was 
greatly expanded when older people 
in the audience offered to share stories 

of their lives in the Gorge. 
Through the cooperative efforts of 

all parties involved, "New River 
Neighbors" is helping to fulfill the 
reasons for which the "national river" 

was established: "for the purpose of 
conserving and interpreting 
outstanding natural, scenic and 
historic values and objects in and 
around the New River Gorge. . . ." 

Marine Corps and NPS share common goals 

By Jenness Hall 
Resource Manager 
Prince William Forest Park, Va., and 
Jim Omans, Forester, Marine Corps 
Development & Education Command 

By an act of Congress, the Marine 
Corps Development and Education 
Command is permitted to use about 
4,500 acres of parkland within the 
boundaries of Prince William Forest 
Park, Va., " . . . only for the training 
of Marine Corps troops. . . . " Under 
the agreement terms, the Quantico 
Marine Corps Base is responsible for 
maintenance of roads and utility 
corridors on the "special permit 
lands." And, when unusual 
maintenance work needs to be done 
on these facilities, the park 
superintendent's office is notified. 

During the course of a routine forest 
inspection by the Base Forestry staff, it 
was noted that more than 150 trees 
along heavily used recreation access 
roads on the special permit lands were 
dead. Also, many of the trees were 
leaning toward a power line that 
services a pumping station that 
controls water and oxygen levels in a 
reservoir. The Marine Corps 
maintenance people estimated it 
would cost about $5,000 to cut and 
remove the trees. 

After consulting with NPS resource 
management people, the contracting 
officer for the Marine Corps received 
permission to cut and sell the 
hazardous trees to local homeowners. 

First the trees were identified by the 
Corps' forestry experts, and then 
contracts were negotiated with local 
homeowners. Costs of contract 
preparation were deducted from the 
revenue collected and retained by the 
Marine Corps; the surplus, or profit, 
was equally divided between the 
Marine Corps and NPS. 

Removal of the dead trees benefitted 
the base, the park, and local 
homeowners. The base saved $5,000 in 
maintenance costs and generated a 
few hundred dollars in wood sales. 
The park received several hundred 
dollars and ensured adequate 
protection of the resources on the 
special permit lands. 

This unique partnership established 
by the Park Service and the Marine 
Corps solved a problem efficiently and 
economically; it also gave homeowners 
in the surrounding community a sense 
of pride in sharing the management of 
the natural resources in a responsible 
way. 

Independence, 
Fire Island 
work together 

Interpark cooperation between 
Independence National Historical Park 
in Philadelphia and Fire Island 
National Seashore in Patchoque, N.Y., 
has resulted in greatly improved 
grounds at Fire Island's William Floyd 
Estate. 

Estate unit manager, Steve 
Kesselman, wanted to undertake 
safety and landscape improvements, 
but was handicapped by limited 
staffing and little money for grounds 
work. He decided to ask for 
cooperation from other NPS parks 
with expertise in landscape 
management, particularly Philadelphia 
where horticulture has been 
historically important since the 
mid-18th century when John Bartram 
established one of the first botanical 
gardens in the colonies. 

Steve contacted Joanne Miller, park 
horticulturalist at Independence, an 
urban park on 42 acres maintained to 
high horticultural standards. After 
many phone calls with advice on 
pruning, landscape design, and 
maintaining existing plant material; 
Miller, Charles Crocco, 
gardner-arborist, and Stephen 
Murphy, gardner, went to the William 
Floyd Estate, taking along brush 
chipper, chain saws, climbing ropes 
and saddles. Working with Joe Finan, 
seasonal at William Floyd Estate, they 
pruned 23 trees around the estate and 
a few in the cemetery yard, and cut 
down 20 dead and dying trees—a 
possible safety hazard—all between 
Oct. 24 and 28. 

Before leaving, Miller advised 
Kesselman to use the wood chips from 
the pruned trees to mulch around 
shrubs, and the Independence group 
demonstrated specific pruning and 
feeding techniques. 

All involved agreed this was a fine 
example of parks working together, 
sharing in-house expertise to 
accomplish goals that otherwise could 
not have been met. 

—Rosalyn Brewer. 
Local homeowners assist in cleanup of hazardous trees in exchange for firezvood. 
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Lake Mead installs flood warning system 

By Doug Wilson 
Interpretive Specialist 
Lake Mead NRA, Ariz.-Nev. 

The computer age has come to Lake 
Mead National Recreation Area, 
Ariz.-Nev., in a big and innovative 
way. As many areas within the 
National Park System are acquiring 
desk-top computers or small 
mini-computers to meet their 
planning, resources management, and 
personnel needs, Lake Mead is using 
its new Nova 4-C mini-computer to 
protect visitor lives and property. 

Developing a park-based flash flood 
warning system at Lake Mead was a 
slow process, involving many hours of 
planning and installation. The 
computer is now on line and the 
system is fully operational. It is 
understood that this system is the first 
of its kind in an NPS area. It is a new 
approach in providing to visitors 
adequate warning of impending flash 
flooding. 

The system is composed of an alarm 
system automatically activated by a 
computer that receives its data from 
remote rain sensors. The Lake Mead 
flash flood system is simultaneously 
joined to a similar computer operated 
by the U.S. Weather Service in Las 
Vegas. Data from the remote rain 
sensors are received by the computers 
on a regular basis to verify their 
status. During a rain storm the sensors 
will report the intensity of 
precipitation as well as the amount 
that has fallen during the last 10, 30, 
and 60 minutes. An alarm criteria is 
established for each remote sensor 
based upon rainfall intensity and flood 
records for that area. When a sensor 
has reported a critical amount of 
rainfall in a given period of time the 
computer will automatically sound an 
alarm both at the computer console 
and in the field. The computer sends 
an encoded signal via a park radio 
repeater (which is decoded by the 
applicable area) and then activates a 
siren system. 

Located and controlled in the park 
communications center this warning 
system has many backup support 
capabilities. In cases of power failure 
or other interference, it employs a 

backup power generator, a backup 
computer with the U.S. Weather 
Service, and a manually-operated 
backup alarm switch which is 
monitored by 24 hour dispatcher 
coverage. 

The idea of creating such a warning 
system developed out of a concern of 
park management for the safety of 
visitors staying within the developed 
areas of the recreation area that had 
been identified by hydrologic studies 
as being prone to flash flood 
occurrences. Even though planning 
was underway on the recreation area's 
General Management Plan, which will 
identify physical flash flood mitigation 
needs, it was strongly felt that a 
reliable warning system was essential 
as soon as possible. 

One of several hurdles in 
establishing the system was 
installation of all of the remote rain 
sensors and developing an alarm 
system that could be activated by the 
computer. With help from others in 
the Maintenance Division, Ken 
Hanaki, assistant chief of Maintenance; 
Bill Wayne, radio technician, and Mark 
Little, maintenanceman took the lead 
and installed eight sensors in the 
Willow Beach area and five sensors in 
the Cottonwood Cove area. Wayne 
designed and built the alarm system 
on which the computer would 
transmit the flash flood warning to the 
field. This adaptation to the computer 
system was especially constructed by 
Wayne beyond what was originally 
expected of the system. Wayne, 
Hanaki, and Little received Special 
Achievement Awards for their work. 

The last hurdle was software. 
Working with the U.S. Weather 
Service Western Regional office in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, and through 
assistance from the California-Nevada 
River Forecast Center in Sacramento, 
the ALERT software was debugged 
and adapted to give Lake Mead a 
working rainfall monitoring and early 
flash flood warning system. It is 
hoped that ultimately every developed 
area within the park with a potential 
flash flood problem will have a similar 
system installed. 

VIPs bring back native 
plants to Golden Gate 

Imagine a national park along the 
coast of California with large areas 
being rapidly covered by the spread of 
exotic plants from Africa and 
Australia, bluffs marked with the 
remains of World War II gun 
emplacements and with hundreds of 
"social" trails that encourage trampling 
of the remnant native flora . . . 
welcome to Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area. 

In order to restore the area to a 
semblance of its natural condition, the 
park's natural resource manager 
should have a skilled work force and a 
substantial budget targeted towards 
resource management. We have 
neither. But we do have a corps of 
VIPs. 

Volunteers assist rangers throughout 
the park—constructing designated 
trails, removing exotic plants and 
mapping erosional features; and in the 
Ocean District, volunteers are involved 
in working with the district's natural 
resource specialist operating a native 
plant nursery. These volunteers spend 
hundreds of hours collecting stem 
cuttings and seeds from the remnant 
growth of native flora, and 
propagating them in the district's 
greenhouse. 

Volunteer help has become a 
valuable tool for Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, where the natural 
resource problems are greater than the 
funding available for resource 
management operations. 

—James F. Milestone. 

Volunteers Karen Roseland and Shelly Hauser 
at native plant nursery, Golden Gate NRA, 
Calif. 
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Fort Washington's programs 
depict Civil War era 

By Ted Alexander 
Park Ranger 
Fort Washington Park, Md. 

The weather was bitterly cold, 
enemy batteries threatened to blockade 
river traffic into the city, skirmishes 
were frequent, and armed conflict with 
England was a possibility because of 
the Trent Affair. Despite these clouds 
that hung over the Nation in December 
1861, more than 200,000 Union 
soldiers camped in the Washington 
area celebrated the Yuletide season as 
best they could, often with the help of 
civilians who sent or brought packages 
of homemade "goodies" to the camps 
and sang carols to the troops. This 
was the scenario of the Candlelight 
Tours at Fort Washington Park's 
"Christmas with the Commandant" 
held at the fort the first three Sundays 
last December. 

To begin the evening activities, 
visitors were served refreshments and 
serenaded by traditional music 
ensembles in the newly renovated 
commandants house, which also 
serves as the park visitor center. A 
ranger set the scene for the tour so 
that upon leaving the house visitors 
stepped into the 19th century. Led by 
ladies and gentlemen in period garb, 
the group walked to the old masonry 
fort along the icy Potomac silhouetted 
by a bright red sunset. 

After assuring gate guards in great 
coats that they were loyal citizens, the 
visitors greeted the enlisted men in the 
barracks with a carol and decorations 
for the tree. This kindness was repaid 
by a banjo and fiddle duet by two 
privates. One of the troops suggested 
that a visit to the officers' quarters 
would be in order, it being the 
holidays, so soldiers and civilians 
proceeded there while singing a 
rousing chorus of "The Battle Cry of 
Freedom." 

The delightfully surprised officers 
and their ladies invited the folks inside 
for some warmth and a look at a 
typical Victorian parlor. But all good 
things must end, and soon one top-
hatted dandy reminded everyone that 
the coaches were waiting for the ride 
back to Washington City. Caroling 
continued as the group proceeded out 
the Corinthian arched gatehouse to a 
blazing yule log where 20th century 
met 19th. Here a ranger explained the 
traditions of the Yule Log and local 
Girl Scouts presented a short concert 

Fort Washington employees and volunteers dress in period costume in living history programs 
presented year 'round. 

of seasonal favorites. Everyone joined 
in on "We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas" as the evening came to a 
close. 

The Candlelight Tour was just one 
event in several hours of activities 
designed to stimulate winter visitation 
at the park. Others included a Civil 
War Christmas slide show which 
pointed out many little known facts. 
For instance, did you know that 
Washington's Foggy Bottom (present 
site of landmarks such as the Kennedy 
Center and the Watergate) was the site 
of a 30,000 horse cavalry remount 
depot, or that Harvey's Restaurant 
offered holiday specials on all sorts of 
canned goods such as lobsters, clams, 
sardines, pigs feet, tomatoes, and 
strawberries? 

"Cups of Cheer," a talk on 
19th-century holiday spirits, brought 
out the fact that one company was 
producing India rubber corks in 
1861—Goodyear. Other talks and 
presentations covered 19th-century 
lifestyle, candle traditions, Victorian 
Christmas decorations, and menus. 
While Mom and Dad attended these 
programs, children were offered the 
opportunity to play period games and 

make traditional decorations. Special 
exhibits on the evolution of Santa 
Claus, Civil War soldiers' Christmas, 
19th-century toys and greeting cards, 
and artifacts and mementoes from Fort 
Washington's Christmas past were 
designed and constructed for the 
occasion. On January 5th a Twelfth 
Night ceremony was held to close the 
Christmas season. 

The December program was made 
possible by intensive research, 
planning, and coordinating by the 
park staff, the highly motivated VIP 
group of the park, and a Girl Scout 
troop. As a result the number of 
visitors was dramatically increased 
from previous years. 

Christmas with the Commandant 
closed a successful year of special 
programs at Fort Washington Park. 
Throughout 1983 visitors were offered 
photographic programs and contests, 
special lectures on such topics as 
seacoast fortifications and Civil War 
Washington, military weapons, and 
equipment demonstrations. And first 
person living history demonstrations 
were presented once a month from 
May to October. 
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Briefs 
GATEWAY NRA, N.Y.-N.J.—One 

of America's greatest wildlife 
sanctuaries was created on the site of a 
garbage dump by the City of New 
York in 1953. In 1973 this land passed 
into the hands of NPS as part of the 
recreation area. The Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge, covering 13,000 acres 
of marsh and woodland, is host to 
thousands of birds as they migrate 
along the Atlantic Coast. Two Eurasian 
species, the curlew sandpiper and the 
ruff, regularly arrive each year at one 
of the brackish ponds of the refuge. A 
total of 320 different species have been 
recorded at the refuge, including such 
rarities as the cinnamon teal, the 
red-wing thrush and the white 
pelican. Some that have been seen 
only once or twice include the 
black-necked stilt, American avocet, 
sharp-tailed sandpiper and lark 
bunting. 

FORT DAVIS NHS, Texas—Back by 
popular demand, after 100 years (?), 
the drama, "A Celebrated Case," was 
performed last fall at the park as a 
fund-raising benefit for the Friends of 
Fort Davis National Historic Site. The 
play is an intriguing Victorian-era 
melodrama complete with murder, 
thievery, deceit, false imprisonment, 
amnesia, impersonation, and final 
vindication of the hero. 

More than $1,000 was raised from 
two performances of the drama at the 
historic site. The money will be used 
to fund restoration of an enlisted 
men's barracks. 

CEDAR BREAKS NM, Utah—Last 
August the 50th anniversary of the 
proclamation establishing the 
monument as a unit in the National 
Park System was celebrated at the 
visitor center, which was built by the 
CCC. Several CCC workers were in 
attendance at the gala affair, as well as 
RMR Regional Director Lorraine 
Mintzmyer, more than 200 local 
residents and the Governor of Utah. 
Following the program, in the 
afternoon, a barbecue was held; and 
that evening a cake, baked in the 
shape of the Cedar Breaks Canyon, 
was served to 100 invited guests. 

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge in the foreground, with Neiv York City skyline in the background, 
Gateway NRA, N.Y.-N.f. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
NHS, Ga.—The Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Center for Non-Violent Social 
Change, Inc., and the National Park 
Service have announced the signing of 
the cooperative agreement to allow the 
Park Service to manage and conduct 
interpretive tours through the birth 
home of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The King home will remain in the 
ownership of The King Center. 

"The Park Service is now giving 
guided tours of the birth home on a 
regular basis," said Janet Wolf, 
superintendent of Martin Luther King, 
Jr., National Historic Site near 
downtown Atlanta. During "King 
Week," observed through Sunday, 
Jan. 15, the 55th birthdate of Dr. King, 
the home was open to visitors free of 
charge, she said. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NP, 
Colo.—Supported by a grant from the 
Rocky Mountain Nature Association, 
the park has begun a fund-raising 
campaign to purchase 40 acres of 
private land within the park boundary. 
The parcel, which came up for sale on 
the open market, contains prime 
habitat for river otter, elk and mule 
deer. The $85,000 project is expected 
to take 2 years to complete. 

NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY, 
Miss.-Tenn.-Ala.—The official opening 
of the final Alabama section of the 
Parkway was held last Nov. 25. 
This 11.4-mile section completes the 
Alabama portion and provides a 
continuous 303 miles of scenic 
highway through the three States 
(with the exception of a 6-mile detour 
in northeast Mississippi). Mississippi 
and Tennessee each have 
approximately 40 miles of parkway to 
be completed. When finished, the 
parkway will extend 449 miles, 
connecting Natchez, Miss., and 
Nashville, Tenn. 

GLACIER BAY NP&P, 
Alaska—More than 130 persons 
attended the Glacier Bay Science 
Symposium last September at the 
park. The meeting provided a forum 
for scientists and park managers to 
discuss geology and glacier activity, 
terrestrial and marine ecosystems, and 
cultural and other resource 
management in the parks. Proceedings 
of the meeting, with abstracts of NPS 
research papers, were published in 
January. For a copy, write to the park. 

COURIER/March 1984 8 

Park 


