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Composer Richard Adler named
honorary park ranger

Director Dickenson adjusts ranger hat for Composer Richard Adler.

By Duncan Morrow
Chief, Media Relations
Office of Public Affairs, WASO

Composer Richard Adler, whose
widely acclaimed orchestral work,
“Wilderness Suite,” evokes colorful
sound impressions of several national
parks, was named an Honorary
National Park Ranger at a ceremony
held in the Interior Department on
July 20.

In the formal recognition
ceremonies, Director Dickenson said
“Honorary Park Rangers are a select
company of individuals whose efforts
on behalf of the National Park System
warrant special recognition. Mr. Adler
richly deserves this distinction for his
friendship and support.”

In addition to his recent “Wilderness
Suite,” inspired by the composer’s
experiences in Great Smoky
Mountains, Big Bend, Mesa Verde,
and Hawaii Volcanoes National Parks,
Adler’s earlier work includes his
“Yellowstone Overture,” a
commemoration of the oldest national
park in the world.

The “Yellowstone Overture” was
first performed by the American
Philharmonic Orchestra at Carnegie
Hall in 1980. The “Wilderness Suite”
had its American premiere (Utah
Symphony) in Salt Lake City, on
February 25, 1983, and its European
premiere (Chelsea Symphony) in
London, England, on April 23, 1984,
and was recorded on RCA Red Seal.

The Director praised Adler for his

successful transition from Broadway
and television composer to a highly
accomplished symphonic composer.
Both “Yellowstone Overture” and
“Wilderness Suite” were Pulitzer
nominees. Adler is currently writing a
symphonic work for the Statue of
Liberty-Ellis Island Centennial
Commission. This work will be made
into a ballet as will the “Wilderness
Suite.” The “Wilderness Suite Ballet”
will be given its first performance in
April 1985. Adler’s Broadway shows
included “Damn Yankees” and
“Pajama Game.”

Previous recipients of the Honorary
National Park Ranger award have
included President John F. Kennedy,
former First Ladies Patricia Nixon and
Lady Bird Johnson, former National
Park Service Directors Horace M.
Albright and George B. Hartzog, Jr.,
author Freeman Tilden, and
photographer Ansel Adams.

“It is a rare privilege to welcome
such a distinguished artist as Richard
Adler into the National Park Service.
His work has inspired a greater
appreciation of the beauty and
dynamism of the parks in audiences
throughout the world,” Dickenson
said.

Adler expressed deep appreciation
for the award and the ranger hat given
him. He said that he and his wife look
forward to continued close association
with the Service.



Linn Cove Viaduct on Blue Ridge completed

A magnificant structure now graces
the Grandfather Mountain section of
the Blue Ridge Parkway, N.C.-Va.,
with completion of the unique Linn
Cove Viaduct. Although it is not yet
open to traffic, Superintendent Gary
Everhardt describes this portion as
“the keystone in completing the
parkway which has been underway for
almost 50 years.”

Already recipient of several design
awards, the unusual structure was
conceived by landscape architects on
the parkway and Denver Service
Center staffs to span an
environmentally sensitive and
geologically hazardous site. Designed
by the Federal Highway
Administration and Figg and Muller
Engineers, the viaduct was constructed
by Jasper Construction Company of
Plymouth, Minn.

What is so unusual about this
structure is its complex geometry and
its method of erection. “A few years
ago we simply could not have
designed this thing because the
computer technology wasn’t available”

Grandfather Mountain Section, Blue Ridge Parkway, N.C.-Va.

remarked one of the key design
engineers.

Erected literally from the top down
to lessen environmental impacts, the
superstructure was precast in huge

segments that were lifted, glued, and
post-tensioned over precast piers.
Without doubt, this is one of the most
significant man-made structures in the
National Park System.

Death Valley mine preserved

Keane Wonder Mine stabilization project, Death Valley NM, Calif.-Nev.

Working under extremely difficult
and hazardous conditions, a Denver
Service Center preservation crew
recently completed the stabilization of
the historic Keane Wonder Mine at
Death Valley National Monument,
Calif.-Nev.

Based on plans devised by Western
Regional Office historic architect Rick
Borges and DSC structural engineer
Maury Paul, a day-labor crew
completed the job under budget and
ahead of schedule. Using an
experienced crew borrowed from the
Southeast Region’s Cairo project,
augmented by laborers and helicopter
support hired locally, supervisory
exhibit specialist Tom Armstrong put
the project together without incident.

The job involved stabilizing and
shoring up the “cross-over,” which
was in imminent danger of collapse,
and the upper and lower terminals.
The steep, difficult terrain involved a
vertical difference in grade of 1600 feet
over a horizontal distance of one mile.
Good weather prevailed, allowing
efficient use of a helicopter to lift
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materials and personnel to the work
sites from a base facility where
prefabrication and assembly took
place.

In addition to work on the Keane

Wonder Mine, the crew also fabricated
and installed protective nets to close
several hazardous mine shafts.

Key Southeast Region personnel
included welder Marvin Weast,

maintenance workers Willie Johnson
and Dale Heggins and exhibit _
specialist Butch Wilson. Tom Ford of
Death Valley coordinated the work at
park level.

Games for

Seventy rangers from five Park
System sites in metropolitan New York
participated in opening ceremonies
and staffed an informational kiosk
during the 1984 International Games
for the Disabled at Nassau County,
New York, in June. President Ronald
Reagan spoke at the opening
ceremonies.

Staff from Manhattan Sites, Statue of
Liberty National Monument, Fire
Island National Seashore, Sagamore
Hill National Historic Site and
Gateway National Recreation Area
carried the official games flag and flags
of the host organizations during the
ceremonies.

The information kiosk provided
visitors with brochures and
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information about national parks
throughout the System. The kiosk was
built by Gateway’s Breezy Point
District maintenance staff under the
direction of Robert Harris,
maintenance foreman, with assistance
from Gateway Ranger Wanda
Amparado. The kiosk is totally
accessible to physically disabled
persons and is now in use at
Gateway’s Floyd Bennett Field.

Park Service participation in the
games was coordinated by Gateway,
with technical assistance from Dave
Park, chief, Division of Special
Programs and Populations, WASO;
and Raymond Bloomer, special
populations coordinator for the North

Atlantic Region.
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Following the international event,
Games Director Michael Mushett
noted that he received many
compliments about Park Service
participation and that the Service
added a “touch of class” to the event.

The International Games for the
Disabled is an Olympic-type
competition. The 1984 games attracted
1,700 physically disabled athletes from
45 nations. World records were broken
by Charlie Reid, an American
weightlifter, Arnie Boldt, a Canadian
high jumper, H. Jauhiainew a Finnish
runner, and Trish Zorn, an American
swimmer.

Some of the New York-area Park Service rangers who staffed the informational kiosk at the International

Games for the Disabled, in front of the kiosk from which information on Park Service sites throughout the
country was distributed. With the rangers are (from left) David Park, chief, Division of Special Programs

and Populations, WASO; Robert McIntosh, Jr., superintendent, Gateway NRA, N.Y.-N.]., and
Raymond Bloomer, special populations coordinator, NAR.

Photo by Brooks Vaughn.



Rock Creek Centre dedicated

First Lady Nancy Reagan and Mrs.
William Clark visited Rock Creek Park
on June 14 to take part in a dedication
ceremony along with some “special”
park visitors.

The National Center for Therapeutic
Riding, concessioner-operated by the
Rock Creek Horse Centre, Inc., for
NPS, was formally dedicated and a
host of Washington luminaries turned
out. But the “special” visitors who
joined in the dedication were the
emotionally and physically impaired
children who participate in the
Center’s activities through their
exposure to riding. On this day
children from the Mamie D. Lee
School were led by Mrs. Reagan
through a series of exercises and
maneuvers on horseback. They are
some of the nearly 600 Washington
area children who are served by the
Center. Through this therapy they
develop better eye-hand coordination
as well as other learning skills, and
feel a deep sense of accomplishment
which “contributes to the development
of the whole person.” As Bob
Douglas, founder and director of the
Center says, “that’s what we're all
about.”

Mrs. Reagan was greeted by a huge
banner behind the podium that read
“Welcome Back Nancy.” The banner
was made by the children who have
been visited by Mrs. Reagan at the
Center on several other occasions. The
Center had been operating in an
outdoor ring beginning in 1981 and
the dedication marked the opening of
an indoor facility to provide a
year-round program for the children.

A crowd of nearly 200 invited guests
applauded as Mrs. Reagan, astride a
Tennessee Walker named Pride, led
the children on a short ride around the
new facility. After the ceremony Mrs.
Reagan joined the children at a
luncheon outside the Center.

The Center had formerly been the
training facility for the United States
Park Police Mounted Unit. Last fall,
when the Park Police facility was
relocated to another site within Rock
Creek Park, the building was
renovated by NPS to provide a
year-round capability for this program.

As the invited guests departed,
including Senators, Government
Officials, Washington VIP’s and even a
First Lady, it was clear that they all
felt the special warmth of these special
children on horseback.
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Rock Creek Park Superintendent Georgia Ellard with First Lady Nancy Reagan, after the dedication
ceremonies last June for the National Center for Therapeutic Riding (NCTR).

The indoor riding center, founded and directed by President and Executive Director Robert-D.
Douglas (center), helps mentally and physically impaired children learn and develop social and
educational skills by caring for and riding horses.

Civil War prison exhibit opens at Andersonville

A new exhibit building telling the
story of the largest Confederate
military prison of the Civil War was
opened to the public at a special
ceremony last April at Andersonville
National Historic Site, Ga.
Representatives of the Park Service,
and the U.S. Army, and local elected
officials were on hand for the
ribbon-cutting at the park’s newly
renovated museum. Bert Saldana,
exhibit specialist, Air Defense Artillery
Museum, Ft. Bliss, Texas, who did the
original artwork for the exhibit, cut the
ribbon.

The museum was redesigned and
expanded to accommodate additional
displays. Maximum use of space was
arranged for exhibits, a research
library, and a visitor contact area. New
features include a fully automated
orientation slide show, as well as
displays depicting prison life, prisoner
exchanges, other Civil War prisons,
and the history of the Andersonville
National Cemetery. A newly designed
sales area was provided by Eastern

National Park and Monument
Association and many new items are
being sold.

John Tucker, superintendent of the
historic site, said, “Our new exhibit
area was designed and constructed in
just slightly more than 6 months,
when ordinarily it would take years to
design and construct a museum of this
quality.” The work was done in the
winter during the low visitation period
so park visitors were not
inconvenienced much with the visitor
center closing. Another park exhibit
building, housing displays about
prisoners of war from the
Revolutionary War through the
Vietnam War, was used as a
temporary visitor center where regular
interpretive services were provided.

The work on the museum was
performed by the park staff with
special assistance from Southeast
Regional Curator Dale Durham and
Sam Hoyle and his staff of the U.S.
Army Air Defense Artillery Museum at
Ft. Bliss, Texas. Durham coordinated
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the museum work between the park
staff and the Ft. Bliss Museum.
Design of exhibits, artwork, setting
text for labels and preservation of the
artifacts were performed by Sam, his
staff, and Dale, and silkscreening of
exhibits and basic construction work
were done by park staff. Using skills
and efforts of Park Service employees
and the Fort Bliss Museum staff
resulted in a substantial cost savings.

The park superintendent says,
“We're very proud of our new exhibits
and think they will give visitors a
much better perspective on what
happened here at Andersonville,
where more than 45,000 Union
soldiers were confined toward the end
of the Civil War.” The Andersonville
Prison, or Camp Sumter, as it was
known officially, was built in 1864.
During its 14-month existence, more

than 12,000 of the 45,000 prisoners of
war confined there died from disease
malnutrition, or exposure.

The site was added to the National
Park System in 1970, “. . . to provide
an understanding of the overall
prisoner of war story of the Civil War,
to interpret the role of prisoner of war
camps in history, and to commemorate
the sacrifice of Americans who lost
their lives in such camps.”

Cultural exchange at Wupatki, a big success

By Jan S. Ryan
Park Technician
Waupatki National Monument, Ariz.

An experiment in cultural exchange
at Wupatki National Monument, Ariz.,
has come to a successful conclusion.
The program was set up for 150
schoolchildren through the cooperative
efforts of Flagstaff Public Schools,
schools on the Hopi Indian
Reservation, the Museum of Northern
Arizona, Northern Arizona University
and the park.

The idea was initiated by Dave
Todd, NPS Education Specialist from
the Southern Arizona Group Office in
Phoenix. Based upon the successful
Environmental Living Program tested
in several NPS areas, the cultural
exchange involved fourth through

sixth graders from Sechrist Elementary
in Flagstaff and Polacca and Second
Mesa Day Schools on the Hopi
Reservation. Instrumental in planning
were Lorraine Curry, Assistant
Superintendent for Instruction at
Flagstaff Public Schools, Frank C.
Dukepoo, Director of Indian
Education, and L. Wayne Landrum,
chief, Visitor Services and Resource
Management at Wupatki National
Monument.

The program was in preparation for
a year and a half before the final
overnight campout at Wupatki last
May. Teachers, school administrators,
park personnel, and the staffs of the
Museum and the University spent
hundreds of hours in research,
planning, development of cultural

Students listening to geology talk about Wupatki area. Wupatki NM, Ariz.

activities, and orientation with
students in both classroom and field.

Three teachers from Sechrist School
paired their classes with three teachers
from the Hopi schools for a variety of
events. Before their initial meeting at
Wupatki, students were assigned a
partner to share the entire experience.
Then, each pair of classes visited
Wupatki in early October 1983, where
the children met their new partners.
They exchanged gifts they had made
and spent a few minutes interviewing
each other. Rangers led the new
friends on a tour of Wupatki Ruins
and through the museum at the visitor
center. Then, school buses drove
students to the backcountry site where
they would eventually be camping the
following spring.
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Students engage in candlemaking at Wupatki.
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Interest grows in cultural history

at Bighorn Canyon

By Michael O. Holm
District Interpreter
Bighorn Canyon NRA, Mont.-Wyo.

Most visitors to Bighorn Canyon
National Recreation Area,
Mont.-Wyo., come for the boating and
fishing and to enjoy the unspoiled
natural beauty of the deep-cut
canyons. But, thanks to an increased
emphasis on interpretive programs in
the park, there seems to be a growing
interest in cultural history of the area
as well.

The area, which was established as
an NPS unit in 1966, includes the
71-mile-long man-made Bighorn Lake,
stretching across the
Wyoming-Montana border. Also,
within the canyon area are 42
turn-of-the-century historic structures
that relate to interpretive themes of
pioneer homesteading, open range
cattle ranching, gold exploration, and
dude ranching. These include ML
Ranch (1883-1909), Cedarvale Dude

Sturdy and historically accurate, this refurbished corral is one of several stabilization projects undertaken

Ranch (1903-1959), the Caroline
Lockhart Ranch (1871-1962) and the
Sorenson Ranch, established in 1896
and still in existence.

Last year, two stabilization projects
were completed. Twelve buildings at
the Lockhart Ranch were stabilized as
a cultural resources PRIP project. Five
members of the park YCC crew
worked for 5 weeks last summer in
general cleanup, replacing sod and
pole roofs.

The other project, though not as
broad in scope, was also important.
The Sorenson Ranch main house
serves as an adaptive-use ranger
residence, but recently little had been
done to protect adjoining structures.
District staff members Terry Peters and
Mick Holm took on the project of
stabilizing a historic horse-corral. They
straightened posts, replaced broken
rails, and with general cleanup made
the historic site a valuable interpretive
feature.

o

by park and Youth Conservation Corps employees at Bighorn Canyon NRA, Mont. Wyo. The corral is
part of the Sorenson Ranch in the South District of the 71-mile-long recreation area.

‘Guns of Fort Foote’

By Historian Ted Alexander
National Capital Parks-East

During the Civil War, Washington,
D.C., was probably the most fortified
city in the world. A protective
perimeter nearly 40 miles around the
city was formed by 68 forts and nearly
1,000 cannon. One of the largest, Fort
Foote, guarded the southern approach
to the city via the Potomac River. Its
complement of guns included two
15-inch Rodman cannon, controlling
the river for a distance of miles. In
1878 the Army withdrew its troops
and most of the cannon but left two
Rodman barrels, 25 tons each, lying on
the ground to the rear of the fort.
There the durable weapons remained
relatively undisturbed for 106 years.

In June of 1983, Dr. Marilyn Nickels,
historian for National Capital
Parks-East, which administers the fort,
initiated and supervised a project that
would return the guns to their proper
place. Lying next to one of the cannon
were the remains of a gun carriage.
The challenge for Historian Nickels
was to remount the guns in positions
similar to their Civil War appearance.

Five large gun mounts were intact
down the fort’s main traverse. But,
were they still capable of holding the
massive weight of the Rodmans? Civil
Engineer Jack Longworth of NCR
Professional Services Division was
consulted and he provided valuable
assistance throughout the project. He
had holes dug to expose the
foundation of the mounts. This
revealed that the concrete and iron
structures were in good condition
despite more than a century of
exposure.

The next and most expensive step
was to construct iron and steel
carriages to hold the guns. Bill Brown
of Harpers Ferry Center had been
involved in a similar project at Fort
Moultrie of Fort Sumpter National
Monument, S.C.; and he offered his
expertise to the Fort Foote project.
Also, the molds from the cast parts of
the Ft. Moultrie carriages had been
retained by the Center and could be
used for the project.

Danzer Metal Works of Hagerstown,
Md., and Frederick Iron and Steel of
Frederick, Md., designed a new
carriage and restored the original one
from the fort, which was in
remarkably good condition for having
been exposed to the elements for over
a century. Last February the new and
restored carriages were delivered to
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Photo by Ted Alexander.

Photo courtesy Pacifica Tribune.

One of the 25-ton Rodman cannon salvaged by NPS historians at Fort Foote, National Capital
Parks-East.

Fort Foote. However, the real work
had just begun. Now, the carriages
weighing 5 tons each and the gun
barrels at 25 tons each had to be
moved back onto their mounts within
the fort. Between the guns and their
mounts were fragile earthworks plus
brick and concrete remnants of

powder magazines, which could easily
collapse under the weight of the heavy
cranes needed to put the guns in
place. To add to this problem, rainy
weather caused roadways and other
areas of the park to become
swamp-like.

United Rigging and Hauling of

Beltsville, Md., devised a solution to
these obstacles. First they lined the
roadway into the fort with large
wooden rafts over which they could
bring a 35-ton and 90-ton crane. Then
a bridge was built over the remnants
of the magazines. This took several
weeks. Early on the morning of March
23, 1984, the 35-ton crane was driven
across the bridge and served as a
partner to the large crane in moving
cannon and carriage. Once they were
near the mount, the smaller crane
lifted them up and set them in place.
Finally, at dusk, they lifted the second
gun onto its mount. It was a satisfying
moment for all those involved in the
project, especially Historian Nickels.

But this is really just a beginning.
With this project completed, Dr.
Nickels plans to develop further the
historical interpretation of Fort Foote
Park. The Civil War has long since
passed and Washington, D.C., is no
longer the most fortified city in the
world, but the guns of Fort Foote look
down on the Potomac once again, to
remind us of that great struggle more
than 100 years ago.

Pacifica welcomes Sweeney Ridge to Golden Gate NRA
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Senator Alan Cranston addresses the crowd at the Sweeney Ridge dedication ceremony on May 12,

Golden Gate NRA, Calif.
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Sweeney Ridge, the latest addition
to Golden Gate National Recreation
Area, and the first acquisition to
extend the park south of San
Francisco, was feted by the City of
Pacifica with a day-long celebration in
May.

The day began with a dedication
ceremony at 11 a.m. on the ridge top,
with a crowd of 500 arriving by foot,
horseback and shuttle bus. Senator
Alan Cranston, Congresswoman Sala
Burton, Congressmen Tom Lantos and
Ed Zschau and former Senator S.1.
Hayakawa headed the list of public
officials present. Congressman Lantos
and Mayor Loeb of Pacifica hosted the
ceremony which recognized the efforts
of local citizen’s groups and elected
officials, including the late Senator Leo
Ryan and the late Congressman Philip
Burton, who were involved in the
push to include Sweeney Ridge within
the recreation area.

An old-fashioned town picnic in
Pacifica’s Frontierland Park followed

(continued on page 8)



(continued from page 7)

the ceremony, complete with a band
and a parade with a drum and bugle
corps, antique cars, and townspeople
costumed to suit the theme of
“Historic Sweeney Ridge.” Signs all
along the Coast Highway where it
runs through Pacifica invited one and
all to the festivities and announced the
city’s welcome to Golden Gate, its new
neighbor.

The 1,065-acre Sweeney Ridge,
which surrounds the Pacifica-owned
historic site where the Gaspar de
Portola expedition first sighted San
Francisco Bay in 1796, was purchased
earlier this year for $8.5 million.
Secretary Clark said at the time that
the purchase “adds an important new
resource to Golden Gate National
Recreation Area.”

Park rangers have begun leading
weekly walks on Sweeney Ridge to
introduce those unfamiliar with the
ridge to its history and natural
features — especially the magnificent
panoramic view possible from the top.
These walks were a preliminary step
to the planning process for the future
of the ridge. The park’s Advisory
Commission has held three hearings to
receive public input on how the ridge
should be used in the future; the
guided walks were an opportunity to
familiarize more people with the area
before the planning process began.
The staff will finalize a draft plan for
Sweeney Ridge this fall, which will
then be sent out for public review. It is
anticipated that the final plan will be
ready by early 1985.

NCR Museum and Archeological
storage facility opens

Officials at ribbon-cutting ceremony.

In May Deputy Director Mary Lou
Grier cut the ribbon at a ceremony
officially opening the Museum and
Archeological Regional Storage Facility
(MARS) in Lanham, Md. Assisting
Grier in the ribbon-cutting were NCR
Director Jack Fish and Chief Curator
Ann Hitchcock (on her right) and
Associate Director for Cultural
Resources Jerry Rogers and Regional
Curator Pam West (on her left).

The 25,000 square-foot facility will
be used to properly store and research

historic and archeological collections
from such National Capital Region
sites as the Clara Barton House, the
Peterson House and the Frederick
Douglass Home. The MARS facility
will be used by NPS researchers and
historians, and also university
students. The facility currently holds
the Ford’s Theatre collection, an
archeological collection from the
Department of the Interior, and
several thousand historical objects
from NCR sites.

Founding of Bermuda celebrated at Colonial

In a ceremony in the summer,
Colonial National Historical Park, Va.,
helped the island of Bermuda celebrate
the 175th anniversary of its founding.

The Colonial connection comes
about because the island was claimed

for the British crown when one of the
ships of an expedition to resupply the
new colony at Jamestown was
shipwrecked in a storm on Bermuda.
At a ceremony held to
commemorate the 1609 founding of

Bermuda the Governor of Bermuda,
Lord Dunrossil, and Governor Charles
Robb of Virginia spoke of the links
between the State and the island.
Director Dickenson spoke of the
difficult beginnings of the Jamestown
colony as well as the efforts of the
Association for the Preservation of
Virginia Antiquities and the Park
Service to preserve the remaining
evidence of the settlement.

Regional Director James W.
Coleman, Jr., served as master of
ceremonies.

T. Bolling Robertson of Baltimore, a
direct descendant of John Rolfe, one of
the original settlers attended the
ceremony.

(From left) Maxine Dickenson, Park Ranger

Diane Stallings, Director Dickenson and Park
Ranger Jane Sandberg, at Jamestown.
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