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Happy 63rd birthday, NPS!

Ten directors have served since establishment in 1916

By John Vosburgh
Office of Public Affairs, WASO

The National Park Service’s 63rd
birthday this year will be one of the
happiest in its history.

Not since President Woodrow Wilson
brought the infant NPS into the world
with his signature on the Act of August
25,1916, has there been more cause for
good cheer. Here’s what puts the
“Happy’’ in Happy Birthday this Year of
the Visitor:

President Carter brought in 10 new
Alaska national monuments and three
Alaska additions by proclamation Dec. 1,
1978, adding 43 million acres to the
National Park System.

The National Park System grew faster in
its 63rd year than in any other year.
Thanks largely to the National Parks and
Recreation Act of 1978 the System was
expanded to 320 areas.

And Horace Albright, who virtually
looked over Wilson’s shoulder that day,
now 89%2 and sound of mind and memory
still serves NPS. He became Acting

_Director and the second Director.

Albright had joined the staff of
Secretary of the Interior Franklin K. Lane
in 1913, fresh out of the University of
California. One day Lane received a
letter from an old college friend, Stephen
T. Mather, a millionaire borax
manufacturer. Mather complained about
the national parks he had visited in his
native California.

Mather didn't like the cattle grazing,
the impassable trails and the buying up
the giant sequoia groves for lumber. Lane
replied: “Dear Steve: If you don't like
the way the national parks are being run,
come down and run them yourself.”

Before you could say Yosemite, Mather
was in Washington as an assistant to Lane.
To help Mather through the capital’s red
tape, Lane appointed Albright as his aide
in January 1916.

Mather and Albright now worked for
Congressional approval of legislation to
establish a National Park Service. Even
after Wilson signed the act, Mather and
Albright had to sweat out the 1916
Presidential election and a period of no

funds for the new agency.

Wilson won the election by a narrow
margin. But it was April 1917 before
Congress got around to funding the
National Park Service. By that time
Mather had suffered a breakdown.

Mather’s doctors predicted recovery in
6 months, however, so Secretary Lane
appointed him Director of the National
Park Service, with Albright as Acting
Director. At 27, Albright was managing
the National Park System.

NPS has been fortunate in the calibre of
these 10 Directors who have led it for 63

years.

William J. Whalen, 10th Director of NPS. (See page 3
for biographical note.)

From the Act

“.. . to conserve the scenery and the natural and
historic objects and the wild life therein and to
provide for the enjoyment of the same in such
manner and by such means as will leave them
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.

Stephen T. Mather—A San Francisco
native, Mather was a University of
California graduate at 20. He was a
reporter for the New York Sun for 5
years, and married Jane Floy, of
Elizabeth, N.J. In organizing NPS and
promoting the National Park System, he
used the same prodigious energy that
sold borax. Tall, handsome and white-
haired, he became a supersalesman of
the parks. In 1929 Mather suffered a
stroke. He resigned Jan. 11,1929 and died
the next year at 63.

Stephen T. Mather

1917-1929

Horace M. Albright—Another tall
Californian, Albright backpacked in the
High Sierras as a youth near his
birthplace at Bishop. His concern for the
parks as an Interior official was thus
strongly based. In December of 1915,
during this tour of duty, he married Grace
Nobel, a UCLA classmate. After Mather
regained his health in 1918, Albright was
appointed field assistant director and the
first civilian superintendent of
Yellowstone National Park since 1886. As
Director from 1929 to 1933, Albright

(Continued on page 2.)



engineered the transfer of 62 park areas
from the War Department and the Forest
Service to NPS. He resigned Aug. 10,1933
to become vice president of U.S. Potash
Co. Grace and Horace Albright live in
Sherman Oaks, Calif.

Horace M. Albright 1929-1933

Arno B. Cammerer—The third Director
was born in Arapaho, Nebr., went to
Washington, D.C., in 1904 as a civil service
bookkeeper, married Ida Abendroth in
1906 and earned two degrees at
Georgetown Law School. Mather spotted
Cammerer’s competence as executive
secretary of the Fine Arts Commission
and Cammerer’s appointment as
Assistant Director followed in 1919. As
Director, 1933 to 1940, Cammerer piloted
a hectic series of New Deal emergency
relief programs and Congressional
mandates relating to the parks. After a
heart attack he resigned Aug. 9, 1940 and
died the following year at 57.

1933-1940

Arno B. Cammerer

Newton B. Drury—At 51, Drury
accepted the Directorship. He had
served 20 years as Executive Secretary of
the Save-the-Redwoods League, had
been a college classmate of Albright’s,
and had served overseas in World War |
after marrying Elizabeth Schilling in 1918.
Born in Berkeley, he was the third
Californian to lead NPS. His term as
Director was perhaps the most critical
NPS has seen. Drury turned back
incessant demands to use the parks for
mining, grazing, logging and farming
under the guise of wartime or post-war
necessity. He resigned April 1, 1951 after
Interior Secretary Oscar L. Chapman
differed with Drury’s opposition to two
proposed dams in Dinosaur National
Monument. He was Board Chairman of
the Save-the-Redwoods League when he
died in 1978 at 88.
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Newton B. Drury 1940-1951

Arthur E. Demaray—Demaray served
as Director only 8 months. He had been
with NPS for 34 years, the last 18 as
Associate Director. A Washington, D.C.,
native, he entered the Government as a
messenger at 16, worked his way through
night school and married Alfrida Briggs.
He testified effectively at Congressional
and budget hearings and his writings
stimulated park interest. Demaray retired
Dec. 8, 1951 to live in Tucson, Ariz. He
died in 1958 at 71.

Arthur E. Demaray 1951

Conrad L. Wirth—At 52, Wirth took
charge of the parks for 12 years, longer
than any other Director. Wirth was born
in a park environment; his father was
park superintendent for the city of
Hartford, Conn. He took his degree
from what is now the University of
Massachusetts, married Helen Olson and
worked for the National Capital Park and
Planning Commission. Albright had
Wirth transferred into NPS, where he
went on to supervise the Interior
Department’s Civilian Conservation
Corps program nationwide. As Director,
Wirth won President Eisenhower’s
approval of a 10-year, billion dollar
Mission 66 park rehabilitation program.
Wirth retired Jan. 5, 1964. He lives with
his wife in Kensington, Md., where he
writes his memoirs. He is active in
conservation and Park Service alumni
programs.

Conrad L. Wirth

1951-1964



George B. Hartzog, Jr.—A bold,
aggressive individual, Hartzog was 43
when appointed Director. He had seen
depression wipe out the family farm at
Smoaks, S.C., where he was born, had
attended a one-room schoolhouse and at
17 had become a licensed Methodist
preacher. He “read law,” passed the bar,
became an officer in World War I,
married Helen Carlson of Arlington,
Mass., joined NPS as an attorney in 1946,
and took a science degree at American
University in 1953. He was a ranger at
Great Smoky Mountains National Park
and superintendent of Jefferson National
Expansion Memorial National Historic
Site, St. Louis, where he spearheaded the
project for Eero Saarinen’s Gateway
Arch. As Director, he presided over
record park expansion and innovative
programs. He resigned Jan. 7, 1973.
Hartzog practices law in Washington,

¢ DLC,

George B. Hartzog, Jr.

1964-1973

Ronald H. Walker—At 36, Walker was
the youngest Director to hold the office
and the second appointed from outside
NPS. A soft-spoken and affable young
man, he had been President Nixon’s
advance travel representative. Walker
was born in Bryan, Tex., took a political
science degree at the University of
Arizona, married Anne Collins, served as
an Army officer in Okinawa and in
insurance and sales capacities. As
Director, he realigned NPS regional
boundaries and added North Atlantic
and Rocky Mountain offices. Under
Walker, the early planning was done for
the Servicewide American Revolution
Bicentennial activities. Walker resigned
Jan. 8, 1975. He is now living in Dallas,
Tex.

William J. Whalen—Once again NPS
ranks produced a Director. Not yet 37,
Whalen had rolled up 12 years of varied
NPS service. A native of Burgettstown,
Pa., he took a social studies degree at
Clarion State, Pa., graduate work at
Indiana State, Pa., and married Mary
Chastulik of his home town. He joined
NPS as a job corps counselor in 1965 and
became well known in Washington as
manager of the Summer in the Parks
programs. He was deputy superintendent
at Yosemite National Park and then
managed all NPS areas in the Bay Area of
San Francisco, including Golden Gate
National Recreation Area. As Director he
has seen the Park System double in size.
Management of an expanded system
including vast new parks in Alaska
challenge his best talents. Achievement
under pressure, however, is not new for
Whalen.

Ronald H. Walker 1973-1975

(See photo on page 1.)

Gary Everhardt—With the
appointment of Everhardt, NPS again had
a career Park Service employee at the
helm—also its third successive Director
from the South. Everhardt was born in
Lenoir, N.C., took a civil engineering
degree at North Carolina State, served as
an Army officer, married Nancy Marie
Poovey of Granite Falls, N.C., and

'became an NPS engineer. As Director at
41, he led NPS through the
implementation of the Bicentennial
observance. With a $100 million
Bicentennial budget, largest of any
permanent Federal agency, NPS
conducted activities at 250 sites coast-to-
coast with record-smashing attendance.
Everhardt pushed wilderness designation
and hailed a Presidential proposal for a
$1.5 billion Bicentennial Land Heritage
Program for NPS and for wildlife refuges.
Everhardt resigned May 30, 1977, and is
now superintendent of Blue Ridge
Parkway.

President Woodrow Wilson signed the Act, Aug. 25,
1916.

Franklin K. Lane was Secretary of the Interior when

Gary Everhardt the Act was signed.

1975-1977



Fourth estate descends on Carlsbad

By Bob Crisman
Management Assistant
Carlsbad Caverns and Guadalupe
Mountains National Parks, N. Mex.-Tex.

Lorraine Mintzmyer, regional
director of the Southwest Region,
represented Director Whalen at the
annual Carlsbad Press Day May 12.

Approximately 90 news media
representatives attended, along with
members of the New Mexico
congressional delegation, several State
government officials, and officers of the
West Texas Chamber of Commerce,
which serves 132 counties across the
western half of Texas. Media
representatives came from Colorado,
Arizona, Texas, New Mexico and
Oklahoma.

The event was jointly sponsored by the
City of Carlsbad, Carlsbad Chamber of
Commerce, Forest Service, Living Desert
State Park, Presidents Park and NPS.
George Crump, president of the Cavern
Supply Company, concessioner at
Carlsbad Caverns National Park, served
as Press Day Committee Chairman.

Following a get-acquainted party
Friday evening at Presidents Park, hosted
by local Carlsbad Current-Argus
newspaper publisher Ned Cantwell, Press
Day guests were treated to a full day of
activity on Saturday. It began with a
hearty early morning breakfast in the
Guadalupe Mountains furnished by the
Cavern Supply Company and prepared
by the Eddy County Rescue Squad. This
was followed by a four-wheel-drive jeep
trip to scenic overlooks above McKittrick
Canyon in Guadalupe Mountains
National Park and to Big Canyon in

(From left) Park Superintendent Don Dayton, Park

Technician Harry Steed, and Regional Director
Lorraine Mintzmyer.

: A

adjoining Lincoln National Forest.

The group then returned to Carlsbad
for a luncheon and news conference at
the Holiday Inn. Participants in the news
conference, which was dominated by the
topic of energy, were Regional
Director Mintzmyer; David King,
representing New Mexico Governor
Bruce King; Senator Pete Domenici; and
Congressman Harold Runnels. Major
Walter Gerrells served as moderator.

Saturday evening, the entire group was
treated to a steak dinner on the bank of
the Pecos River which flows through the
city of Carlsbad. Approximately 300 local
and out-of-town guests attended the
dinner, which was prepared by the Eddy

County Sheriff’s Posse, and included a
14-ounce charcoal broiled T-bone as the
main entree. Carlsbad’s Flying “X”
Chuckwagon Ranch Hands provided
western musical entertainment at the
dinner.

On Sunday, optional trips to Carlsbad
Caverns, New Cave, McKittrick Canyon,
and other attractions in the two national
parks and elsewhere in the area were
available to Press Day guests.

Park Superintendent Don Dayton
stated that he feels this annual event not
only demonstrates the genuine
friendliness and hospitality of people in
the Carlsbad area, but also shows the
close cooperation between Federal,
State, and local organizations in the area.

TV station personnel interview Dayton and Mintzmyer at overlook above McKittrick Canyon in Guadalupe

Mountains NP.

News media representatives and State officials line up to be served at Press Day breakfast.




Golden anniversary
for Grand Teton

This year marks the golden anniversary
of the establishment of the Grand Teton
National Park, Wyo.

Now, from the vantage point of 50
years, hardly anyone questions the
wisdom of that act. But in those days the
creation of the park was a hotly debated
issue—much like the Alaska parks.

Former Director Horace Albright addresses crowd
at dedication of Grand Teton NP, July 20, 1929.
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Around the turn of the century, the
U.S. Geological Survey recommended
that the Tetons be added to Yellowstone
National Park. The Forest Service was
then administering the area and there
was pressure from loggers, and the
Bureau of Reclamation had dammed
Jackson Lake.

In 1916, Steve Mather visited the area
with his young protege, Horace Albright.
After the trip Albright commented, “The
best part of Yellowstone Park is not yet in
the park.” Thus began the long uphill
fight to get Grand Teton.

There were plenty of opponents to
Albright’s park idea—ranchers, farmers,
loggers and others. But over the years
many views changed, and in 1926

Albright gained a strong ally in John D.
Rockefeller, Jr.

Soon after his visit to the area,
Rockefeller formed a land company that
began quietly purchasing lands on the
valley floor to save them from further
development. While he worked behind
the scenes, Congress passed the bill
creating Grand Teton National Park, but
including only a part of the Teton Range
and some of the alpine lakes, a total of
96,000 acres.

It took more than 20 years before
Rockefeller’s land was accepted by the
Government and the park enlarged to its
present 310,000 acres. That happened in
1950, more than 50 years after someone
thought of making the area a park.

Senate Appropriations Committee members meet at Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton NP, 1933,

Drury brothers
honored posthumously

Two brothers instrumental in saving
the California Redwoods from the
woodsman’s axe were honored June 3
with the dedication of a memorial grove
of Redwood trees at Campfire Center in
Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park.

Aubrey Drury and his brother, former
NPS Director Newton B. Drury, helped
found the Save-the-Redwoods League in
1919 and successfully aided in promoting
the establishment of the California State
Park System in 1928.

Newton Drury served with distinction
as secretary of the league 1920-40.
Aubrey served the league as
administrative secretary, 1940-59,
and was largely responsible for acquiring
Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park.

John B. Dewitt, now secretary of the
league said of the brothers: “Newton
and Aubrey Drury were eloquent
conservation statesmen. The redwood
forests (in Redwood National Park and
the Redwood State Parks) protected in
these parks stand as a tribute to the life
work of the Drury brothers and future
generations will be profoundly grateful
that these two outstanding citizens
succeeded in saving the Redwoods.”

Aubrey Drury died in 1959 and former
Director Drury in 1978.

Whalen, Hutchison meet with educators

In mid-May Director Whalen and
Deputy Director Hutchison met with a
group of university park and recreation
professors to discuss plans for a closer
working relationship with NPS. The
group made recommendations for
specially designed training for NPS
employees; scholarships for graduate
study in park and recreation fields for
NPS employees; an increase in intern and
cooperative study/work programs;
cooperative research activities at
universities, and opportunities for
students and faculty to meet with the NPS
Directorate in planning park and

recreation curricula. The May meeting
was the first of a series planned.

Attending were: Donald Warder,
University of Wyoming; Herbert
Brantley, Clemson, S.C.; Patricia Farrell,
Penn State; Edward Heath, Oregon State;
Leslie Reid, Texas A&M; Marshall Banks,
Howard, Washington, D.C.; Johnnie
Fairfax, Howard; Clifford Seymour,
Southern, New Orleans; Fred Humphrey,
Maryland; Don Hawkins, George
Washington, D.C.; Delores Williams,
Temple, Pa.; Jerlyn Manuel, Morgan
State, Md.; and Louis Twardzik, Michigan
State.

Director Bill Whalen, third from left, speaks to university park and recreation professors at planning session.
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Amistad fetes
10 millionth visitor

As part of the NPS Year of the Visitor
celebrations, Amistad National
Recreation Area., Tex., welcomed a
Midland, Tex., family of five as its 10
millionth “visitor” June 16.

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Strait and their
three children, Jennifer, 6; Stacie, 4, and
Ginger, 2, having just finished setting up
their tent on San Pedro Flats, received a
campsite visitor in the person of
Superintendent Edward Rodriguez.

“. .. We thought he was staying an
awfully long time for just a routine visit,”

The Strait family (on left) with Regional Director
Mintzmyer, Superintendent. Rogrigues and President
Wood of local Chamber of Commerce.

Strait said. “I thought | was under arrest
for something, until he told us what it
was all about.”

Strait is an instrument technician for
ARCO Pipeline. He is a native of Mount
Vernon, Ind., and served in the U.S. Air
Force in Germany. His wife, a Texan, was
graduated from Sul Ross State University
with an elementary education degree.
While there, she worked for a time with
the concessioner at Big Bend National
Park, Tex.

The Straits were taking a 1-week
vacation that included Padre Island
National Seashore, Tex., Amistad and Big
Bend when they made the historic visit.
During the brief ceremony,
Superintendent Rodriguez introduced
the family to the Del Rio, Tex., Chamber
of Commerce Red Carpet Committee.
The Chamber of Commerce presented
them gifts from the local business
community, including a plaque, a $50 gift
certificate, as well as three $25 Savings
Bonds and books and toys for the
children.

Lorraine Mintzmyer, regional
director for SWR, presented the family
with a certificate to commemorate their
visit and a Golden Eagle passport.

“We'll keep coming back to the area
again, again and again,” said Mrs. Strait.

Andrus names three
to Advisory Board

Secretary Andrus has named three new
members to the National Park System
Advisory Board.

They are Dr. Douglas D. Anderson,
associate professor of anthropology at
Brown University in Providence, R.1.; Dr.
Asa C. Sims, Jr., dean of academic affairs
at Southern University in New Orleans,
and Dr. Edgar Wayburn, a San Francisco
physician and former president of the
Sierra Club.

The appointments fill two vacancies of
members whose terms have expired. The
third appointment fills a new seat on the
enlarged (12-member) board.

The board advises the Secretary on
programs and policies of the National
Park Service and convenes three times
annually—twice for business meetings
and once on a field inspection visit to an
NPS area.

Park Service leaves its mark Down Under

By Paul Winegar
Public Information Specialist, SERO

“The influence of the National Park
Service is spreading worldwide and
nowhere is it more evident than in the
park system of Australia,” according to
Southeast Regional Director Joe Brown,
who represented the Director at the
Second South Pacific Conference on
National Parks and Reserves.

Brown said that at every park he visited
during his trip to Australia April 18-May
2, he could see the mark left by U.S. Park
Service employees who have been
detailed to that country as advisors.

“The United States generally is looked
upon as the originator of the national
park concept and many of our tried and
proven methods have been adopted in
the Australian parks,” he said. “I could
see the fine hand of Sam Weems and
other Park Service people in the design
and operation of parks as well as the
visitor protection and interpretive
programs.

“The main concern in Australia centers
on preservation, interpretation and
environmental programs for young
people,” Brown said. “There is little or
no development of visitor facilities, and
in that respect, they’re about where we
were prior to the Mission 66 program.”

Brown praised the Australian National
Parks and Wildlife Service for doing an
excellent job in preserving significant
natural areas in a country where heavy
emphasis is placed on taming the wild
frontier and exploiting natural resources.
“To a degree, they struggle with the same
problems we face—how much
protection is enough. The environmental
organizations in Australia are relatively
strong and are doing their best to assist
the government in fighting the tide of
development pressures,” he said.

Brown represented the United States
as an observer at the conference on
“Man, Land and Sea” that attracted park
professionals from throughout the South
Pacific. The program included a formal 3-
day conference in Sidney and tours of
coastal parks in the states of Queensland,
New South Wales and Victoria.

One of the highlights, he said, was the
centennial celebration at Royal National
Park—Australia’s first national park and
the world’s second oldest park after
Yellowstone.

During the conference itself, Brown
participated in a panel discussion on
public awareness and briefed the
delegates on the history of Virgin Islands
National Park—an area that was of
particular interest to many in the group.
He cautioned that in developing “island

parks,” the local culture should be
considered an important part of the
area’s total resources so that the
development and operations do not
impact the culture to the point of
destroying it. He also presented an
official “situation report” on U.S. parks
prepared by the Washington office.

Per-hops-you'll
-take-me-to-
your-super?




Up the Delaware River

— with a paddie

By Mike Maule
Interpretive Specialist, MARO

Last summer the staff at the Delaware
Water Gap National Recreation Area,
N.J.-Pa., experimented with interpreter-
guided canoe trips and the program was
so successful that it is being repeated this
summer. Procedures and appropriate
activities were being planned by the park
the winter before that first season with
the assistance and guidance of the Mid-
Atlantic Regional Office staff. Regional
Director Richard Stanton, an
accomplished canoeist, took a personal
interest in the program.

Guidelines in one hand, paddles in the
other, program leader Seasonal Park
Technician Patrice Ryan and her
assistants led trips throughout the
summer of 1978, and so many letters of
commendation were written about them
to the park and to the Secretary of the
Interior, that Superintendent James
Mclaughlin was amazed, and decided
that it was important to continue them
this summer.

There is one canoe cruising trip each
day. Trips range from about 7 to 10 miles
and last 4 to 6 hours. They are leisurely,’
allowing ample time for swimming, for a
picnic lunch and for overall enjoyment of
the park.

Patrice and her assistants all have
current certification in lifesaving, in basic
canoe instruction, and basic first-aid. This
is the sixth summer as a seasonal at the
Delaware Water Gap for Patrice. She is a
graduate of East Stroudsburg State
College, Pa., with a major in physical
education and a minor in recreation. Her
assistants are Seasonal Park Technicians
Marc Brown and Jim Wyckoff, also from
East Stroudsburg; and Lisa Ryavec from
California, who is a participant of the
Student Conservation Association.

Visitors who go on the canoe cruises
are usually from the New York
metropolitan area. They are novices,
some have never been in a canoe! The
cruise begins first on dry land with
instruction about holding a paddle and
doing a few basic paddle strokes.

As the day progresses the instruction
continues—learning additional strokes,
how to “read the water,” and refining of
individual techniques.

Ryan says the hardest to teach are
often those who have been improperly
taught. She says the leaders sometimes
have to act as marriage counselors when
husband and wife disagree on what the
other should have been doing—
especially should they end up stuck on a
rock!

Interspersed with instruction there is
history and natural history interpretation
about the area plus time for quiet
cruising.

Park visitors leave with a feeling of
accomplishment and of having had a
learning experience, both in personal
skills and knowledge about the area.

Moreover, they have thoroughly enjoyed
the park’s principal resource—and with
safety.

All trip leaders report that they have
thoroughly enjoyed working in the
program. They also say that after taking
up to six canoes of novices on a trip they
know they have done a day’s work.




Falcons hunt from atop
Interior Bldg.

Four captive-bred, month-old
peregrine falcons were placed in a man-
made nest atop the Main Interior
Department Building in Washington,
D.C., June 20, in an attempt to restock in
a large city this endangered bird of prey.

The two fledglings were cared for by
two biologists for the following 6 weeks
in getting their wings and learning to
hunt in the city.

The birds were supplied by Dr. Tom
Cade of the Peregrine Fund at Cornell
University, which has led the way in the
successful breeding and raising of
peregrines for release back to the wild.

Biologically, Washington, D.C., which
has numerous records of pergrines
nesting nearby, offers advantages for
falcon reintroduction because the area
has an ample supply of pigeons and
starlings as well as the absence of
predators like owls.

Peregrine falcons were common
throughout the country prior to the
wide-spread use of DDT insecticide. But
that chemical moved up the food chain
and caused the thinning of falcon egg
shells which made reproduction
impossible. There are now in the U.S.
about 100 pairs of wild peregrines—all of
them west of the Rockies.

Interior Secretary Andrus holding fledgling
peregrine falcon.

TV cameramen observe placement of chicks in

hatch box on top of Interior Bldg., Washington, D.C.

A peregrine falcon chick after a week on the
Interior Bldg., rooftop.

Going batty
at Great Smokies

At Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, N.C.-Tenn., a previously unknown
colony of endangered Indiana bats has
been found by a cave-bat survey in Bull
Cave.

The new colony consists of about
200-400 bats, according to Resource
Management Specialist Stewart
Coleman. Bull Cave is at an elevation of
1,840 feet and consists of a 160-foot
vertical shaft which is accessible only by
descending to it through a waterfall.

The park has a much larger colony of
Indiana bats in Blow Hole Cave about 8
miles away. That colony is estimated to
number 12-15,000 bats.

Great Smokies now has two of the
three known Tennessee colonies of
Indiana bats.

Ridley turtle nests
at Padre Island

Early Sunday morning, June 17 a
Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle crawled up onto
the beach at Padre Island National
Seashore, Tex., and laid 67 eggs in the
sand. Rangers and park visitors were
witness to this rare event.

This was only the sixth time that such a
Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle nest has been
documented at Padre Island, according
to Park Biologist Jim Woods. The Kemp
Ridley is a rare and endangered species
and protected under law. There may be
as few as 2,500 left in the wild.

The majority of Ridley turtles lay their
eggs at the historical nesting beach of
Playa de Rancho Nuevo in Mexico, about
200 miles below the border.

The Park Service is now.engaged in an
effort to establish a nesting population
on the island. Through cooperation with
Mexico’s Instituto National de Pesca and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, eggs
from the Mexican beach are being
brought to the national seashore to
hatch. It is hoped that these hatchlings
will return to Padre Island in the future to
nest, but there will be no conclusive
results until the new-born turtles mature
in 5 to 7 years.

The eggs laid June 17 have been
removed to an incubator because they
were in danger of being crushed by
passing vehicles.

Kemp's Ridley sea turtle on beach at Padre Island
NS, Tex.







