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Season's Greetings 

(Left to right) Director Whalen, his wife Mary, and their sons Bill, Dennis, Mike and Tim. 

As I traveled from park to park this past year, I became even 
more convinced that we really are all members of one great 
family—the Park Service Family. 

May all the joy and warmth you have shared with others be 
enjoyed by each of you this holiday season, and 

Let us each look with eagerness to the New Year with the 
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead of us. 

Director 



MAB program results rolling in 
By Dr. Napier Shelton 

Natural History Division, WASO 

Working in parks or dealing with them 
all the t ime, it's easy to lose sight of the 
Nation and the rest of the wor ld . Yet none 
of us can afford to do that. We are tied to 
the wor ld outside parks by compell ing 
human and environmental forces. 

Over the years the National Park 
Service has found various ways to share its 
skills and knowledge. Now we have an 
important new opportuni ty through our 
involvement in the Man and the 
Biosphere Program (MAB) of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

Created in 1972, MAB is an 
international, intergovernmental effort to 
study major environmental problems and 
supply decision-makers the information 
they need to deal wi th them. MAB 
attempts to take the broad approach so 
often lacking in the past. It looks into both 
the human and natural aspects of a 
problem, strives for solutions of wide use, 
and tries to bring together all the 
jurisdictions involved, including local, 
regional, national, and international 
levels. Whenever possible MAB projects 
include training and a framework for 
contacts between specialists from 
countries with similar problems. 

At present nearly 900 MAB projects 
are underway around the wor ld . Among 
the problems MAB is dealing w i th , none 
is more critical than the rapid destruction 
of tropical forests. These forests are 
important to everyone because they 
supply international wood markets, they 
affect global climates, they harbor a large 
proport ion of the world's species of 
plants and animals, many of which are or 
might be of economic value, and their 
wise use is critical to the economic 
stability of many Third Wor ld countries. 

Seventeen complementary pilot 
projects in humid forests of the tropics 
have been set up in Latin America, Africa, 
and Southeast Asia to help f ind better 
ways to manage these rich but fragile 
lands. 

The Gogol project in Papua New 
Guinea illustrates MAB's approach. Here 
researchers from several disciplines are 
looking into the impact of selective 
cutting and clear cutt ing on forest 
regeneration, small mammals, birds, 
water quality, soil fertil ity, health, and 
social condit ions in the Gogol Valley. The 
goal is to help develop ecologically sound 
guidelines for future timber projects in 
Papua New Guinea and other lowland 
rainforest areas. 

Much different problems are being 
studied in dry south-central Tunisia, 

Channel Islands National Monument, Calif. 

where intense pressure by livestock and 
people threatens to extend desert 
conditions. Research here attempts to 
answer such questions as: how many 
domestic animals can the land support? 
To what extent should intense farming be 
encouraged? What would be the 
ecological effects of introducing 
improved fodder crops? Tunisian and 
other North African planners desperately 
need the answers, and now, after 7 years 
of research, data on which to base 
decisions are coming in. 

Swelling urban populations create yet 
another set of man-environment 
problems. In Hong Kong, a MAB project is 
investigating the flow of energy and 
materials and its effects on physical and 
mental health of the populat ion. 
Conclusions developed here wil l help 
planners understand cities as ecological 
systems and the role of culture in adapting 
people to urban crowding. Practical, as 
well as theoretical, results are expected. 

MAB operates through a hierarchical 
structure that can address both national 
and global needs. General guidelines are 
established by the International 
Coordinating Council in Paris. A national 
committee coordinates activities within 
each MAB member nation, of which there 
are now nearly 100. 

The actual research projects are 
selected by directorates in each of 14 
project areas. 

The first seven of these project areas 
deal wi th the earth's major geographic 
zones, such as tropical forests, grasslands, 
and islands. The last six deal with systems 

and processes, such as urban ecosystems, 
demographic change, and pol lu t ion. The 
U.S. National Park Service is most 
involved in still another project area: 
number 8—Biosphere Reserves. M u c h of 
the research in the other 13 project areas 
is conducted in Biosphere Reserves, of 
which there are now 162 in 40 countries. 

Biosphere Reserves play a central role 
in the MAB scheme. They serve as areas 
for preservation of genetic resources and 
for the study of both undisturbed and 
man-modif ied ecosystems, so that 
responses of these systems to human use 
can be determined. When the network of 
Biosphere Reserves is complete, each 
biotic province of the world wil l be 
represented. 

In the United States, all Biosphere 
Reserves (now 33) are areas previously 
designated for other purposes. They are 
administered by five U.S. Government 
agencies and two private organizations. 
Twelve are units of the National Park 
System: Big Bend, Channel Islands, 
Everglades, Glacier, Great Smoky 
Mountains, Mount McKinley, Olympic, 
Organ Pipe Cactus, Rocky Mounta in , 
Sequoia-Kings Canyon, Virgin Islands and 
Yellowstone. 

Biosphere Reserves are intended to 
include both large protected areas and 
experimental areas. Few existing sites in 
the U.S. qualif ied for both purposes, so 
the concept of mult iple reserves was 
developed. Large preserves such as 
national parks were paired with nearby 
experimental areas, such as Forest Service 
experimental forests. 
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The Southern Appalachian Cluster is a 
good example of how this works. This 
mult iple Biosphere Reserve is composed 
of Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
and Coweeta Experimental Forest (U.S. 
Forest Service). Oak Ridge National 
Laboratories (Department of Energy), 
though not officially part of the Reserve, 
cooperates in several areas of common 
interest. The Southern Appalachian 
Cluster is located in the Eastern Forest 
(south) biotic province. 

In this group, Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park provides a large natural area 
where a wide spectrum of plant and 
animal species is protected and the 
workings of undisturbed Eastern Forest 
ecosystems can be studied. In the 
Coweeta Experimental Forest, a short 
distance to the south, the effects of 
various logging practices on similar forest 
habitat is studied. Oak Ridge supplies 
computer and storage facilities for the 
information generated on these two sister 
areas. 

As knowledge about these ecosystems 
and their response to human use is 
developed, it wil l be disseminated to 
scientists and to park and forest managers, 
regional planners, legislators, and others 
who make decisions about use of 
Southern Appalachian areas. Special 
efforts wi l l also be made to use these 
areas for training resource managers, 
planners, and scientists, especially those 
from other temperate forest regions of 
the wor ld that have similar problems. 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
is the " c o r e " area of the Southern 
Appalachians Biosphere Reserve cluster. 
As a natural area, it serves as a "basel ine" 
with which the environments of t imber-
producing, agricultural, and urban parts 
of the region can be compared. 

It may also become part of a recently 
proposed MAB Cooperative Regional 
Demonstration Project. This project 
would bring together a number of public 
and private organizations to address air 
pol lu t ion, recreational carrying capacity, 
and other environmental issues of the 
Southern Appalachian Region. Tennessee 
Valley Authori ty watersheds would join 
the Biosphere Reserve cluster as research 
areas for the project. Similar 
demonstration projects are also proposed 
for the Lake Champlain Basin; Dayton, 
Oh io ; and the lower Colorado River 
basin. 

Ray Herrmann, former chief scientist 
of the NPS Southeast Region, is 
enthusiastic about the broadened role 
that Biosphere Reserve status confers on 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

"The research the park needs to 
accomplish for its own management 
(studies of its ecosystems and their 
elements) now can become useful to the 
Southern Appalachian region, the Nation, 
and the wor ld as we l l , " he says. 

Part of the park's global usefulness has 
to do with the monitor ing of airborne 
pollutants. Such pollutants, including acid 
rain, travel hundreds or thousands of 
miles and respect no political boundaries. 
By measuring these substances in remote 
park areas we can determine base levels, 
probable sources, and wor ldwide trends. 

A pilot pollutant moni tor ing program 
was developed in the Great Smokies as a 
MAB effort by the Environmental 
Protection Agency and NPS. Air, soil, 
water, litter, and vegetation were sampled 
for a number of trace elements at 
different elevations. 

The results are still coming in, but 
one startling f inding is the high level of 
lead residues—comparable to those in 
urban areas—in forest floor litter. The 
size and shape of particles suggests that 
they came from distant urban-industrial 
sources. Other studies have found higher 
than expected levels of acidity in Great 
Smoky streams—a potential threat to 
aquatic life that may be due to acids 
carried from industrial areas and 
dropped in rain. 

A similar pollutant monitor ing program 
is now being established in Olympic 
National Park. Since most of the air masses 
f lowing over Olympic come from the 
Pacific, this is one of the "pur is t " areas in 
the United States. It wil l be especially 
valuable as a site for comparison with 
inland areas and for measuring global 
trends of pollutants. 

Eventually, it is hoped, all U.S. national 
park Biosphere Reserves w ; l l become part 

of this moni tor ing network. The more 
sites we have, the better we can 
understand and deal with patterns of 
pol lut ion and pol lut ion sources. 

This project also illustrates another 
hallmark of the Man and the Biosphere 
Program—international cooperation. The 
U.S. has made an agreement with the 
U.S.S.R. to cooperate in monitor ing 
projects in Biosphere Reserves. The 
Soviets wil l set up the pollutant 
moni tor ing system developed in the 
Smokies in a comparable Soviet 
Biosphere Reserve and share the data 
with us. 

There is great potential for expanded 
use of other national park Biosphere 
Reserves, especially those paired wi th 
experimental areas. For instance, Big 
Bend National Park—Jornada 
Experimental Range could be of much 
help in improving human use of the 
Chihuahuan Desert. Glacier National 
Park—Coram Experimental Forest— 
Waterton National Park (Canada) has the 
added opportuni ty for international 
cooperation to address coal mining 
effects and other environmental concerns 
of the northern Rockies. 

Like any international scheme, the Man 
and the Biosphere Program has taken a 
long t ime to get started. But now the 
structure is in place and results are 
beginning to roll in. In the coming years it 
wil l be exciting to watch the realization of 
this idea and the National Park Service's 
role in it. 

Secretary Herbst on MAB 

. . . an interview with 
Robert L. Herbst, Assistant 

Secretary for Fish and Wildl i fe and Parks 
U. S. Department of the Interior 

By Priscilla R. Baker 
NPS Chief, Office of Public Affairs 

BAKER: Let's start with the basics: What 
do you consider to be the overall, 
primary significance of the Man and the 
Biosphere (MAB) program? 
HERBST: MAB is an intergovernmental, 
international agency involving about 87 
nations. It is a unique effort to focus 
research, education and technical 
training on the environment of the 
wor ld . 

An outgrowth of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) authorized by 
the Director General in 1970, MAB seeks 
to focus general studies on the ecological 
regions of the wor ld , the biosphere. 
Further, the program is making 
systematic evaluations of changes in the 
biosphere, studying the overall effects of 

these changes and providing public 
information and education about this 
work. 

We need to know what the effects of 
man's activities on the biosphere are in 
order to make changes in those activities 
and avoid detrimental results. 
BAKER: Have there been any especially 
significant findings f rom the project thus 
far? 
HERBST: Yes. The program has been 
monitor ing a rather significant reduction 
in tropical forests due to clearing for 
agricultural purposes, overlogging, 
removal for urbanization and for other 
reasons. This has led to deplet ion of 
wood supplies in certain areas and it has 
had effects on certain species, some of 
which are becoming rare or even 
endangered. It has created 
sedimentation problems; it has increased 
siltation in channels and harbors; it has 
reduced oxygen supplies around our 
planet and it has affected climates. 

Another example would be the 
findings regarding deplet ion of the 
world's coastal zone resources. There has 

(Continued on page 4.) 
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been considerable draining of these 
resources which, in tu rn , has had effects 
on f lora, fauna, water supplies and other 
related matters. 
BAKER: How long does it take to get 
enough data to know what courses of 
action must be taken to protect the 
world's environment? Who is 
coordinating this effort for the United 
States? 
HERBST: That depends on the character 
of each ecosystem and on the quantity 
and quality of research that already has 
taken place. 

One of the problems that MAB has had 
is that it has involved so many countries 
and government agencies that in this 
country, especially, there has not been a 
single Federal agency leadership with a 
single budget. Accordingly, there has not 
been a comprehensive approach to the 
research and monitor ing. It has been a 
" t in cup " operat ion, where each agency 
has supplied staff and financing to meet 
its own needs for answers to questions. 
When answers are obtained to the 
specific questions, a particular research 
budget may be dropped, thereby 
creating gaps in the overall continuity of 
the research activity. As a result of 
discussions with the White House, the 
President has issued an Executive Order 
directing that our domestic programs be 
co-chaired by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture and the U. S. Department of 
the Interior and that the coordination 
of international activities be the 
responsibility of the State Department. 

In this Department, the Secretary has 
designated me to serve as the lead for the 
Department of the Interior. I have 
designated the National Park Service's 
Science and Technology branch to take 
the leadership role for the Department. 
The Fish and Wildl i fe Service, USGS, BLM 
and other bureaus of the Department 
also are involved. However, the Park 
Service has been the stronger of the 
agencies and its enthusiasm for the 
program and the history of its activities in 
this area make the Park Service more 
uniquely qualif ied to carry out the 
program. 

NPS manages what is best and what is 
least disturbed by man in the United 
States. In addit ion to that, it has 
personnel, professional personnel, who 
are holistic in their feelings about the 
environment, in other words, they deal 
with all resources and the protection of 
all resources, where some of the other 
agencies deal wi th single resource values 
and single resource uses. The 
international MAB committee has a staff 
in Paris, France; and there is a staff here 
in Washington for the national program. 
BAKER: What sort of effect would any 
recommendation from MAB have on a 
unit of government or on private 

Ruins of Danish Sugar Plantation 
"Annaberg," Virgin Islands NP. 

enterprise? Is there any way to enforce 
the recommendations of this 
organization? 
HERBST: There is no way to enforce, but 
the recommendations are brought up 
before the United Nations itself. That is 
the international forum for discussion 
and cooperation. Nobody in the wor ld 
can enforce action by any other country. 
The only thing that can be done is to 
encourage joint understanding, joint 
cooperation and joint implementat ion. 
MAB offers a forum for that purpose. 
BAKER: What do you see the effects of 
the current energy shortage on this work 
that MAB is doing? 
HERBST: I think that it wil l affect a 
number of projects. It wi l l affect those 
projects in ecosystems where, in the past, 
there has not been much in the way of 
extraction or development for energy 
sources. It wil l affect projects where 
cit ing, transmission, translocation of 
energy or energy-related facilities takes 
place. It wil l also affect ecosystems like 
coastal regions where parks wil l have to 
be opened to accommodate shipping, 
pipelines, refineries and power plants. 
There is no question but that the energy 
crisis wi l l result in more emphasis on the 
development of coal. Some of that 
development is going to take place 
where coal has not been developed 
before. We are going to see emphasis on 
use of forests for wood supply, for fuel 
and for charcoal. We are going to find 
more emphasis on the development of 
the biomass (peat) for conversion to 
natural gasses and to electricity. There 
wil l be some renewed emphasis on water 
power. There wil l be more search for 
geothermal resources throughout the 
wor ld and possible pressures to develop 
those geothermal resources. Because 
there wil l be more interest in sun as a 
power source, there will be research in 
areas where the sun is stronger. 
BAKER: Is there anything that "John Q. 
Public" or "Joan Q. Public" can do to 

participate in the MAB program? 
HERBST: The public wi l l receive the 
information that is generated from the 
research. Those who believe in 
international cooperation to effect 
changes that could preserve life, should 
let their respective Congressmen and 
Senators know that they support the 
effort. 
BAKER: Do you feel that the effort is 
presently getting enough support? 
HERBST: No. More support is needed to 
do the job that needs to be done. A 
confidential study was done this past year 
to determine what is really needed. 
Financing needs to be tripled and staff 
needs to be doubled in order to have a 
comprehensive program. We are 
beginning to make increases. The 
Department of the Interior has increased 
its request for funding for the program in 
fiscal year 1981. The Forest Service is 
increasing its support. In addit ion, some 
Federal agencies that have been involved 
only peripherally in the past have 
indicated renewed interest and a desire 
to become more actively involved, 
including offers of staff and money. The 
Tennessee Valley Authority, the 
Smithsonian Institution and other 
organizations are getting involved. 
BAKER: What would you most like to 
have Park Service people know about 
MAB? What would you like to have 
featured? 
HERBST: I think they should know that it 
is the only program of international 
research and cooperation for which they, 
as a professional agency, take the 
leadership responsibility for our country. 
Many of our national parks are the areas 
in which research wil l be done. 
BAKER: How could an individual Park 
Service employee get involved in the 
Man and the Biosphere program and 
help? 
HERBST: I think the best way is to 
become familiar with the program. The 
National Park Service has several 
excellent publications on it, one of which 
is called "Man and the Biosphere, U.S. 
Information Synthesis Project . . . , " 
which was published this past year. This 
comprehensive study of the entire 
program is available from NPS Office of 
Science and Technology. Also, those who 
are interested in learning more about 
MAB, or becoming part of the effort, 
could contact the Associate Director for 
Science and Technology. Some parks, 
like the Smokies, already are a part of it 
because they are designated as biosphere 
reserves of the wor ld. Several of the 
National Parks in this country have been 
designated as International Biosphere 
Reserves. Big Bend, Channel Islands, 
Everglades, Glacier, Olympic, Organ Pipe 
Cactus, Rocky Mounta in, Sequoia and 
Kings Canyon, Yellowstone and Virgin 
Islands are biosphere reserves. 
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Restoring the Russian Bishop's House 

By Susan F. Edelstein 
Superintendent 

Sitka National Historical Park, Alaska 

Some suggest that the Russian Bishop's 
House in Sitka wil l rise like a legendary 
phoenix from behind its temporary 
p lywood facade, but the NPS historians 
and architects orchestrating the 
building's restoration insist, with a sly 
wink, that it wil l be a double eagle, the 
Czarist Russian Emblem, instead! 

Located on Crescent Harbor in Sitka, 
the structure was built in 1842 by the 
Russian American Company to provide 
l iving, off ice, ceremonial and classroom 
space for the Russian Orthodox Church's 
first Bishop of Alaska. At the t ime, Sitka 
was the capital of Russia's colony. 

The 64-foot by 42-foot log bui ld ing was 
continuously occupied by the church 
until 1969, when its structural condit ion 
was so deteriorated that it was closed. 
Despite the decay, the Bishop's House is 
the oldest Russian structure in Alaska that 
has not been significantly altered. Due to 
its historic importance, it was added to 
Sitka National Historical Park in 1972. 

Because the Russian Orthodox 
Church, the Russian American Company, 
and the first resident, Bishop Ivan 
Veniaminov, kept good records, 
restoration specialists can return it to its 
early appearance. It wil l become a focal 
point for discussing Russian America and 
wil l complement current park themes 
that treat the history and culture of the 
local Tlingit Indians. Painted its original 
yellow ochre color, relandscaped, and 
topped by a green, hipped iron roof, it 
wi l l be a major attraction on the busy 
Sitka water front. 

Inside, the second floor wil l be 
restored to its 1852 appearance, 
including wall coverings, furni ture, and 
accessories in the Bishop's rooms and 
private chapel. The first f loor wil l house a 
museum describing the Czarist Russian 
role in Alaska, life in Colonial Sitka, the 
effect of the Russians and other more 
recent resource-seekers on Alaska, and 
the role of the Orthodox Church and its 
Bishop Ivan Veniaminov. The building's 
architecture and construction wil l also be 
described, as well as the restoration 
process. 

Today, however, that seems far away. 
"We' re trying to make the bui lding as 
level as it ever wi l l be again,' ' grins Gene 
Ervine, a member of the park staff 
assigned to the project. The walls, made 
up mostly of 9-foot and 12-foot logs, are 
bolted together and suspended f rom a 
sophisticated system of scaffolding, 
tension cables, and more than 150 jacks. 
It is being raised at V»inch per day to 

Park Superintendent Sue Edelstein and maintenance-worker Cene Ervine review the keying 
system (or hundreds of hand-whittled dowels at the Russian Bishop's House, Sitka NHP, Alaska. 

straighten out as much as 16 inches of sag 
in some spots and allow structural 
rehabil i tation. The severely decayed 
lower portions of the front and back 
walls have been removed. A modern 
concrete foundation topped with the 
historic foundation stones wil l soon be 
placed under the bui lding. 

Next year, after decayed logs are 
replaced, the bui lding is set back down, 
and the existing leaky roof is replaced by 
a historical metal one, the bui lding wil l 
be stable. Then it's on to the restoration, 
including such details as duplicating 
period wallpapers found under layers of 
paint in the bui lding and redesigning the 
false facade that the style-conscious 
architects put on the bui lding. 

The date 1852 was chosen for the 
restoration, consistent with policy that 
bans guesswork on such projects. In 1851, 
Bishop Veniaminov wrote an extensive 
memo detail ing structural problems that 
needed correct ion. Original f loor plans 
and an 1844 drawing of the exterior have 
been preserved, thanks to extensive 
church and Russian-American Company 
records. 

Inventories of the contents of the 
bui lding f rom the per iod, ledgers 
describing imports, and descriptions 
wri t ten by visitors are primary source 
documents. Information has come from 
sources as varied as the Library of 
Congress in Washington, D.C., and a man 

in Finland knowledgeable about the style 
of brick radiating stoves in the bui lding. 
During a recent conference on Russian 
America, several Soviet scholars offered 
help with letters f rom Veniaminov and 
with measured furniture drawings. 

The secular contents of the bui lding 
were purchased by the NPS from the 
church. Bishop Veniaminov was a 
renaissance man—a linguist, a furni ture 
and clockmaker, a humanitarian; several 
pieces attr ibuted to him are in the park 
collection and wil l be replaced in the 
bui ld ing. 

Missing pieces of furni ture wil l be 
acquired or reproduced. Some came 
from the Hudson's Bay company in 
Victoria. Others were made in Siberian 
styles. The labels of typical trade goods in 
the pantry wi l l be copied f rom museum 
pieces. Archeologists have found broken 
pottery that tells the Bishop's tableware 
was imported f rom Europe, and shows 
the patterns to obtain. 

The Bishop's private chapel, the 
Chapel of the Annunciat ion, is on the 
second floor. It wil l be reconsecrated by 
the Orthodox Church and used for 
special religious occasions. Many original 
icons and vestments are on loan to the 
Park Service for use here. 

One aspect of the Russian Bishop's 
House is particularly applicable today: 
the Russians built in energy conservation 

(Continued on page 6.) 
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measures to cope with the climate of 
Southeast Alaska. 

At each entrance, there is a series of 
airlocks that kept cold outside air f rom 
rushing into heated spaces. Raised 
thresholds cut off drafts and interior-
mounted storm windows and exterior 
shutters helped cut heat loss. Fortochkas, 
or ventilation tubes, brought fresh air 
into the bui lding when the storm 
windows were up and the shutters 
closed. Six inches of dirt insulation in the 
attic, between the floors and beneath the 
first floor also helped keep the bui lding 
comfortable. Gaps between logs were 
caulked with thick layers of moss and 
tarred rope. Brick radiating heaters, 
many times more efficient than the open 
hearth fireplaces often found in period 
buildings, provided heat. The moss on 
the log structure actually stored the heat 
given off by heaters and gave off energy 
as needed. 

Sitka's first serious restoration, the 
bui lding prompts many local people to 
ask why the NPS is restoring rather than 
rebui lding with modern materials. A 
local/regional information campaign has 
been init iated, including l imited public 
access. One trip inside, where they see 
massive hand-hewn locking scarf joints, 
Russian lettering penciled in doorways, 
and strips of Russian American Company 
ledger books used to create expansion 
joints between green planks, usually 
convinces even the hard-core skeptics. 
Many of these details, which make the 
bui lding human, wil l be visible through 
plexi "w indows" when the project is 
completed. 

Approximately three-quarters of the 
material in the restored structure wil l be 
historic fabric f rom 1852 or earlier. 
Decayed fabric is being replaced by 
modern, economical, and more easily 
maintained materials when substitutions 
do not show, materials that show wil l be 
duplicated as closely as possible in 
workmanship and material. 

As activity around the bui lding 
increases, members of the Sitka 
community are getting caught up in the 
excitement. One has contr ibuted a chair 
he rescued from a rainstorm that matches 
five in the National Park Service 
collection and are attributed to 
Veniaminov. Another has donated a 
Russian chest supposedly presented to a 
Native leader in 1804 as a peace of fer ing, 
which can be appropriately displayed in 
the bui ld ing. 

Cost of the project is estimated at $2 
mil l ion. It wi l l be a major NPS showplace 
in an Alaskan community that is already 
accessible and a popular tour 
destination, with complet ion planned in 
late 1983 or in 1984. The Russian Bishop's 
House complements other parts of Sitka 
National Historical Park, some of which 

were placed in the public domain as early 
as 1890 due to their historical 
importance. These include the site of the 
Battle of Sitka that, in 1804 marked the 
last major Native resistance to Russian 
colonizat ion, 19 standing totem poles, 
the Southeast Alaska Indian Cultural 
Center, and a visitor center highl ighting 
the history and culture of the Tlingit 
Indian people. 

(Editor's Note: Sitka was proclaimed as 
a national monument March 23, 1910.) 

Fur Trade 
Conference 

By Superintendent Ivan D. Mi l ler 
Grand Portage National Monument , 

M inn . 

/ left Montreal on June 8, 1731. We 
arrived on August 26 at the Grand 
Portage of Lake Superior. On the 27th all 
our people in dismay at the portage 
which is three leagues long mutinied and 
loudly demanded that I should 
return . . . . 

With these words, the French explorer 
and fur trader, Varennes de LaVerendrye, 
reported on the complet ion of his travels 
on Lake Superior and the subsequent 
task of crossing overland to the network 
of lakes and rivers leading further into 
the rich fur fields of the great northwest. 
The men of LaVerendrye's expedit ion 
were probably not the first, and certainly 
not the last, to be dismayed at the 
prospect of carrying canoes and packs 
over the three-league portage. Today's 
canoeists still test their endurance on the 
13.6 kilometer trai l , now preserved as 
part of Grand Portage National 
Monument , M inn . 

The 250th anniversary of the landing of 
LaVerendrye at Grand Portage wil l be 
commemorated by the Fourth North 
American Fur Trade Conference. This 4-
day meeting of scholars, historians, and 
fur trade buffs wil l be held on Oct. 1-4, 
1981, at Grand Portage and at nearby 
Old Fort Wi l l iam, Ontario. Both of these 
sites are reconstructions of North West 
Company fur posts. 

North American Fur Trade 
Conferences have been held about every 
5 years beginning in 1965. The previous 
sites were St. Paul and Winnipeg. This 
conference wil l feature the presentation 
of papers on a wide range of fur trade 
topics by authorities from throughout 
the continent. Papers f rom the first three 
conferences have been published, as wil l 

selected presentations from the 1981 
sessions. 

The conference is being organized by 
the Minnesota Historical Society in 
cooperation with the Park Service at 
Grand Portage and Old Fort Wi l l iam, 
which is operated by the Ontario 
Ministry of Culture and Recreation. 

Anyone interested in attending, or in 
presenting a paper, should write to : 1981 
Fur Trade Conference, Minnesota 
Historical Society, 690 Cedar Street, St. 
Paul, Minnesota 55101. 

The conference wil l also present 
opportunit ies for visiting the interpretive 
sites at Grand Portage and Old Fort 
Wil l iam, as well as side trips to nearby 
points of interest. Many participants wil l 
hike the Grand Portage Trail, retracing 
the steps of LaVerendrye and his 
reluctant band. 

Great planner 
Olmsted honored 

The Frederick Law Olmsted National 
Historic Site in Brookl ine, Mass., recently 
authorized by the Congress and signed 
into law by President Carter, honors the 
life and work of the great 19th-century 
landscape architect and urban planner. 

"Olmsted was a great visionary who is 
recognized today for the care with which 
he wove parks into the plans for 
America's developing cities of the last 
century," Director Bill Whalen said 
recently. 

Olmsted is credited with designing 
New York's Central Park, developing the 
Boston Common, and laying out the 
basic preservation plans for Niagara Falls, 
N.Y., and Yosemite Valley in Yosemite 
National Park. 

The planner's home and office at 99-
101 Warren Street in Brookline, a Boston 
suburb, also contain a massive archival 
collection of the documents, drawings, 
photographs, and equipment used by 
Olmsted, Whalen said. This collection is 
destined to be acquired by the Park 
Service and preserved in conjunct ion 
with the national historic site. 

James L. Brown has been named as 
acting superintendent of Frederick Law 
Olmsted National Historic Site. Brown 
already supervises John F. Kennedy 
National Historic Site in Brookline and 
Longfellow National Historic Site in 
nearby Cambridge, Mass. 
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Eisenhower farm 
to be activated 

With the death of Mrs. Mamie 
Eisenhower on Nov. 1, the Eisenhower 
farm at Gettysburg, Pa., wil l become an 
active unit of the National Park System. 
The farm was authorized as Eisenhower 
National Historic Site by the Congress in 
1969, and NPS acquired title to the 
property, but the enabling legislation 
provided that the former President 
would have exclusive use of the farm 
throughout his l i fetime. That privilege 
was extended to Mrs. Eisenhower after 
her husband died. It is anticipated the 
farm wil l not be open for visitors until 
after Mrs. Eisenhower's estate is settled. 

A classical suite 
for a Grand Canyon 

Somehow, it seemed appropriate to 
listen to Ferde' Grofe's Grand Canyon 
Suite on the rim of the Grand Canyon. 

It's realized that most visitors to a great 
extent appreciate solitude and 
unobstructed vistas when visiting the 
national parks, but there also are times 
when all visitors appreciate some of the 
things man contributes. Call it culture or 
whatever, the Grand Canyon had such a 
day in September. 

When Marden Abadi, a concert pianist 
f rom Irvine, Calif., contacted the park 
dur ing the summer with his request to 
place his $30,000 Kawaii grand piano on 
the r im and play Grofe's Grand Canyon 
Suite, there were many suspect thoughts. 
Within the realm of not promoting a 
spectator event, a hazard to visitors, an 
impact on the resources, and that the 
occasion was not to be publ icized, 
approval was given. 

The highly-polished rosewood 
instrument was elegant. The day was 
beautiful and the artist was prepared for 
the occasion. Abadi introduced both 
himself and his expertise at the piano to 
about 150 onlooking visitors with such 
pieces as Gershwin's "Rapsody in Blue" 
and "Summert ime," and Chopin's 
"Nocturne in E Flat" and "Grande 
Polonaise in A Flat." Accordingly, his 
finale of Grofe's " O n the Trai l " f rom the 
"Grand Canyon Suite" was probably as 
spectacular as the piece has ever been 
heard in the canyon. 

The canyon backdrop was f i t t ing, and 
the Peregrine falcon that floated into the 

Concert pianist Marden Abadi gives concert on rim of Grand Canyon. 

scene dur ing the performance provided 
an extra special observance for all 
present. 

The park did not receive a single 
adverse comment, except f rom one 
visitor who missed it. He wondered why 
it had not been publicized. One woman 
even commented that the presentation 

was the highlight of her family's vacation. 
Abadi said he did not want his 

performance to be a gimmick, but 
aff irmed it was to attract attention to the 
fine arts and how he feels about them; 
also, the Grand Canyon. He d id , and 
Gershwin, Chopin and Grofe surely 
wou ld have been very proud of h im. 

Apostle goes 
to courthouse 

Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, 
Wise, now has a new administrative 
headquarters located in the Old Bayfield 
Courthouse in Bayfield, Wise. 

Dedication ceremonies took place 
Oct. 7, corresponding with the local 

Octoberfest and Apple Festival in that 
part of Wisconsin. 

Dignitaries on hand for the dedication 
included Senator Gaylord Nelson and 
Representative David Obey of 
Wisconsin, Midwest Regional Director 
Jimmy Dunning and Lakeshore 
Superintendent Pat Mil ler. 

NPS wil l share office space with the 
Bayfield County Historic Society on the 
second floor of the courthouse. 

7 



Rep. Byron was a friend of Appalachian Trail 

The Appalachian Trail had a good 
fr iend in Rep. Coodloe E. Byron, who 
died last year. His contributions to 
preserving the trail were recognized Oct. 
13, at Washington Monument State Park 
in Boonsboro, M d . 

The principal speakers at the event 
were Sen. Charles McC. Mathias of 
Maryland and NPS Assistant Director 
Boyd Evison. The ceremony was 
sponsored by the Park Service, Maryland 
Department of Natural Resouces, 
Appalachian Trail Conference and the 
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. 

In his remarks, Evison said of the late 
Rep. Byron, " In the memory of Goodloe 
E. Byron is the evidence of a commitment 
that never flagged, never yielded to 
expediency and never ceased to inspire 
those around him to fol low in his 
example." Evison also singled out Ruth 
Blackburn for her work with the Potomac 
Appalachian Trail Club since 1939. 

Other speakers included Rep. Beverly 
Byron, widow of the congressman, and 
James E. Mal low, deputy director of the 
Maryland Park Service. 

The late Rep. Byron was the principal 
sponsor in the House of Representatives 
of the 1978 legislation assuring for the 
first t ime improved funding for the 
Appalachian National Scenic Trail. A 
longtime hiker and advocate of the trail, 
he was its principal supporter in the 
Maryland Legislature and cont inued his 
support throughout his four terms in 
Congress. 

He used the trail for hikes with family 

The late Congressman Goodloe E. Byron of Maryland (on right) with companions at Weverton 
Clifl along the Appalachian Trail in Maryland. 

and friends. Few days went by that he did 
not jog a few miles before going to his 
job. Thus he knew and used natural and 
recreational resources in the way he felt 
they should be used and enjoyed, with 
great understanding for the need for 
protect ion and preservation," according 
to Sen. Mathias. 

The Appalachian National Scenic Trail 
extends through 14 States—from Maine 
to Georgia. The trail in Maryland is 
considered a model of cooperative 
natural resource planning by public and 

private organizations. Rep. Byron was 
instrumental in this joint effort by the 
State, the Appalachian Trail Conference, 
the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club and 
the Park Service. 

The ceremony was held near a stretch 
of the trail that the late Congressman 
hiked. A bronze plaque commemorat ing 
Rep. Byron's contributions to the trail 
was dedicated at the Oct. 13 event. Its 
inscription reads: "To Goodloe E. Byron, 
fr iend and hiker of the Appalachian 
Trai l . " 

Test your EQ: 
energy quotient 

Over 19,000 visitors to Grand Canyon 
National Park this past summer viewed 
the Department of Energy's exhibit 
entit led "Energy." 

"Energy," contained in two 50-foot 
trailers, presented numerous informative 
and interesting animated exhibits, fi lms, 
and electronic quizzes that tested the 
EQ's (Energy Quotients) of visitors and 
employees alike. The exhibit, open June 
2 through 13, attracted numerous visitors, 
as a result of the interest in conserving 
energy dur ing what was probably the 
peak of the summer's gasoline shortage. 

Superintendent Merle Stitt stated that 
the exhibit was a fine complement to the 
park's energy conservation program, and 
along with all visitors, every employee 
was given an opportuni ty to see the 
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