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Director lauds '78 as year of accomplishment 

Dear Friends: 
This is a season of hope and renewal, a t ime to celebrate the joys and accomplishments of the 

past year and to look to greater achievements to come. 
Please accept my heartfelt thanks to all of you for your support and your dedication to duty. 
1978 has been a year of sustained and significant accomplishment. In the next edit ion of the 

COURIER, I shall discuss what I consider to have been our major accomplishments of the past 12 
months and my goals for the Service in 1979. 

During the year we shall be called upon to assume greater responsibilities than ever before. As 
we go forward, let us renew our determinat ion to protect the Nation's greatest natural and 
historical treasures even whi le enhancing the experience of each park visitor. 

Ira Hutchinson joins me in extending to each member of the Park Service Family our best wishes 
for a joyous holiday season and health and happiness throughout the New Year. 

WillKufi J. Whalen 

President lights new National Christmas Tree 

On Dec. 14 a large crowd wil l gather in 
President's Park to watch the beginning of the 
annual Christmas Pageant of Peace, and 
l ighting of the National Christmas Tree. 
Smaller trees, representing the 50 States, the 
District of Columbia and other U.S. territories, 
line a route leading to the new National 
Christmas Tree. 

Last October, truckers and treeworkers 
hoisted the new living National Christmas Tree 
into its new home in the ground in President's 
Park. 

The 30-foot Colorado Blue Spruce, 
transplanted f rom York, Pa., was picked out by 
NPS tree experts of the National Capital 
Region in the front yard of Mr . & Mrs. 

Wil l iam E. Myers, earlier this year after a 
marathon 2,000-mile search through the back 
roads of Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

Bill Ruback, manager of President's Park, 
said, "We have high hopes for this tree living 
another 20 or 30 years." The last two " l i v i ng " 
trees died premature deaths, one in the hot, 
muggy Washington cl imate, the other fall ing 
victim to a heavy storm that struck the city last 
January. 

The first l iving tree was planted in 1973. The 
42-foot spruce f rom northern Pennsylvania 
did not take to the Capital's climate and was 
replaced by a Maryland tree that fell vict im to 
the storm. 

Up unti l 1973, cut trees donated by 

individual States were used, beginning in 1954 
when the first Christmas Pageant of Peace was 
held. 

The idea of the National Christmas Tree 
began in 1923, when Middlebury College in 
Vermont sent a large spruce to President 
Calvin Cool idge, a native of that State. A live 
Vermont tree was sent to the White House the 
fo l lowing year and successfully planted on the 
grounds of the Presidential Mansion. That tree 
donned Christmas decorations unt i l 1941, 
when it died and was replaced by two live 
Oriental spruces, one of which still stands on 
the White House grounds. 



President proclaims Alaska monuments 
On Dec. 1 , President Carter used his 

authority under the Antiquit ies Act of 1906 to 
designate 56 mi l l ion acres of Alaska National 
Interest Lands as national monuments. During 
a press conference in the Interior audi tor ium 
on the same day, Secretary Andrus praised 
President Carter's proclamation as "a 
courageous act in the national interest to 
protect some of our country's great remaining 
natural treasures." 

President Carter's proclamation covers 13 
units to be administered by the National Park 
Service, two units to be managed by the Fish 
and Wildl i fe Service and two National Forests 
units which wi l l cont inue to be managed by 
the Forest Service. 

Included wi th in the new monuments are 
the Nation's largest unpol luted river valley, 
portions of the Nation's highest peak, the 
Nation's largest group of peaks over 15,000 
feet, the place where man may have first 
entered the New Wor ld , an archeological 
record of man's past in the Arctic going back 

at least 4,000 years, pr ime habitat for Alaska 
brown bears, nesting sites for mil l ions of 
waterfowl that return each fall to 47 other 
States, and the Nation's largest remaining 
virgin forest. 

"Once Congress had failed to act we knew 
that administrative action would be 
necessary," Andrus said. 

"We have begun the necessary procedures 
under the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act to make final withdrawals on 
all the proposed conservation units which 
were not designated as monuments, and we 
wi l l return to Congress in January wi th 
proposed Alaska Lands legislat ion." 

The monuments proclaimed by the 
President are: Aniakchak N M (350,000 acres), 
Bering Land Bridge N M (2.6 mi l l ion acres); 
Cape Krusenstern N M (560,000 acres); Denali 
N M (enlargement of Mount McKinley 
National Park, 3.9 mi l l ion acres); Gates of the 
Arctic N M (8.2 mi l l ion acres): Glacier Bay N M 
(enlargement 550,000 acres); Katmai N M 

(enlargement 1.4 mi l l ion acres); Kenai Fjords 
N M (570,000 acres); Kobuk Valley N M (1.7 
mil l ion acres): Lake Clark N M (2.5 mi l l ion 
acres): Noatak N M (5.8 mi l l ion acres): 
Wrangell-St. Elias N M (11 mi l l ion acres): 
Yukon-Charley N M (1.7 mil l ion acres): Yukon 
Flats N M (10.6 mil l ion acres): Becharof N M 
(1.2 mil l ion acres): Admiralty Island (Forest 
Service, 1.1 mil l ion acres): Misty Fjords (Forest 
Service, 2.2 mil l ion acres). 

Secretary Andrus said that under the 
proclamation all monuments are closed to 
mineral entry and leasing; but that for all areas 
except Kenai Fjords, the proclamation permits 
cont inued subsistence hunt ing by rural 
Alaskans, most of whom are Eskimos, Indians 
and Aleuts. (There is no record of 
contemporary subsistence hunt ing onshore in 
the Kenai Fjords area.) 

"The opportuni ty for Alaskans to cont inue 
in their traditional subsistence pursuits is 
important to me and the Department," 
Andrus said. " I t would be ironic and unfair to 
protect this land and at the same t ime injure 
the traditional people who live nearby and 
depend on this land for their l i ve l ihood. " 

Key energy people—coast to coast 

The National Park Service has embarked on 
a large-scale energy conservation program. 
Here are the key people involved in the effort. 
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More IMPS hostels 
planned 

Director Whalen announced a new policy 
thrust Oct. 5 to encourage the development of 
hostels for inexpensive overnight stays in 
selected national parks across the Nation. 

"The availability of inexpensive and 
supervised places to stay should encourage 
both individuals and families to visit the parks 
when otherwise they might not be able to do 
so," the Director said. 

The tradit ion of hostels, which is quite 
common in Europe, and becoming more 
popular in the U.S., provides a compromise 
between campgrounds and hotel 
development in provid ing eating and sleeping 
places for visitors. 

The philosophy of hostels, as spelled out by 
the American Youth Hostel (AYH), Inc., 
promotes energy-eff icient enjoyment of parks 
and neighbor ing areas. Hostels provide 
facilities that complement , rather than 
compete w i t h , existing accommodations. 
Hiking and cycling are encouraged. 

There are several hostels currently in 
operat ion in the National Park System. They 
include ones at Cape Cod National Seashore, 
Mass.; Chesapeake and Oh io Canal National 
Historical Park, Md.-DC.-W. Va.; Delaware 
Water Gap National Recreation Area, N.J.-Pa.; 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, and Point 
Reyes National Seashore, Calif. 

Under the new policy, new and existing 
hostels wou ld generally contain cooking, 
eating and recreation facilities, as well as 
overn igh t jodg ing . They wil l be operated 
under individual concession permits. Size, 
locations and number of hostels in any park 
wou ld be determined by park objectives, 
need for such facilities and whether or not the 
hostel could be operated outside of the park 
area. Some park areas have American Youth 
Hostels near their borders, such as the 260-bed 
hostel between Yellowstone and Grand Teton 
National Parks; the Ashford Youth Hostel near 
the Nisquilly entrance of Mount Rainier 
National Park, Wash.; the Sandy Hook Hostel 
across the Potomac River f rom Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park, W. Va.; the 
Claremont Hostel near St. Gaudens National 
Historic Site, N. H.; the Cumberland Youth 
Hostel by Lock 74 on the C & O Canal, and 
the Grand Lake Youth Hostel, with 32 beds on 
the southwestern edge of Rocky Mountain 
National Park, Colo. 

The development of new hostels in or near 
parks wil l be considered dur ing the planning 
process for individual parks. 

At present, there are about 200 youth 
hostels in the country that are chartered by, or 
affiliated w i th , AYH, which has 80,000 
members. Rates in hostels range from $2 to 
$4.50 per night. In 1977, nearly 170,000 
overnight stays were recorded in American 
hostels. Al though the use of AYH facilities 
requires membership in that organizat ion, the 
Park Service hostels wi l l be open to all visitors. 

Falling Waters Hostel, Williamsport, Md., along the C&O Canal. 

Point Reyes Hostel, main building, at Point Reyes NS, Calif. 
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Parks Congress seeks balance 

By Jean C. Henderer 
Chief, Off ice of Cooperative Activities 

" In Search of Balance," was the theme of 
the recent 1978 Congress for Recreation and 
Parks held in M iami , Fla. Traditionally, that 
theme might have meant looking for ways to 
balance use against preservation, or resource 
protect ion against visitors' services. However, 
National Recreation and Park Association's 
choice of "ba lance" as a theme was an attempt 
to help professional recreation people handle 
the implications of California's Proposition 13 
and similar proposed initiatives in other States. 
As Earl T. Groves, chairman of NRPA's Board 
of Trustees stated, "We are in search o f . . . the 
balance between increased demand for 
leisure services, and decreased availability of 
resources, especially fiscal, for providing these 
services." 

To f ind help wi th these issues, almost 5,500 
people jammed the hotels and Convention 
Center of Miami Beach, attending a series of 
workshops, educational meetings, on-site 
institutes, and general sessions conducted by 
leading park and recreation professionals. 
Students looking for jobs were there; 
exhibitors displayed the latest in playground 
and recreational equipment (frisbees and hula 
hoops were the big give-aways this year); 
Federal agency representatives answered 
questions about their programs and discussed 
hir ing policies; and, as usual, all the best 
sessions seemed to be scheduled 
concurrently. 

It wou ld have been hard to predict 60 years 
ago when the first Congress was held in 

Chicago that the recreation movement wou ld 
have grown so enormously. The pioneers who 
formed the Playground Association of 
America, which became the National 
Recreation Association were concerned wi th 
establishing standards and f ind ing ways to 
communicate wi th each other about their 
mutual problems. 

For a variety of reasons, including growing 
affluence, increasing leisure t ime, improved 
communicat ions, the f ield of recreation slowly 
came to be seen as one that demanded 
professional training. A more dramatic change 
took place, however, after the Second Wor ld 
War which parallelled a similar change in the 
public's reaction to national parks. Suddenly, 
there was an enormous jump in the numbers 
of people visiting national parks, attending 
sports events and participating in recreation 
activities in general. It seemed as if the Puritan 
work ethic was being accommodated to allow 
for more leisure activities and both the public 
and private recreation sectors were forced to 
respond very quickly to heavy demands for 
equipment , facilities and trained people to 
meet the demand. 

In 1958, the U.S. Congress, recognizing this 
growing movement, authorized the 
establishment of the Outdoor Recreation 
Resources Review Commission and leisure 
services became a respected concept. Leaders 
from many disciplines discussed recreation 
concerns and produced a total of 26 volumes 
dealing wi th many aspects of recreation. Out 
of the Commission's recommendations, the 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation (now the 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation 
Service) was formed in the Department of the 

Interior and given responsibility to produce a 
nationwide Outdoor Recreation plan every 5 
years as well as administer a grant program 
under the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

Stimulated by this recreation activity, six of 
the leading recreation groups wi th specific 
interests in one or more elements of park, 
recreation and leisure began discussing ways 
to consolidate their efforts. In October 1966, 
the merger was concluded resulting in the 
present National Recreation and Park 
Association. 

Today, there are 18,000 members of NRPA. 
They belong to one of the fol lowing branches: 

• American Park and Recreation Society 
• Armed Forces Recreation Branch 
• Commissioners-Board Members Branch 
• National Society for Park Resources 
• National Therapeutic Recreation Society 
• Student Branch 
• Society of Park and Recreation Educators 

Affiliates are: 
• Ethnic Minor i ty Society 
• Council of Affil iate Presidents 
• Council of Park and Recreation 

Consultants 
Individuals jo in ing NRPA select one of the 

above branches and become a member of 
that branch which automatically entitles them 
to membership in NRPA. 

In addit ion there are eight NRPA regional 
councils, and affiliate organizations in every 
State, as well as a Society in Europe and one in 
Korea. 

The National Park Service has been involved 
wi th recreation groups before the incept ion of 
NRPA. In the early 1920's, Director Stephen 
Mather helped found the National 
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Conference of State Park Directors which was 
the forerunner of the present National Society 
of Park Resources. Many National Park Service 
people have joined one of NRPA's branches, 
and been officers and active members. Park 
Service retirees have also donated time to help 
the branches of their choice. Former Director 
George B. Hartzog, Jr., currently serves as 
General Counsel of NRPA's Board of Trustees. 

For the past 2 years, the Park Service has 
sponsored Affiliate memberships in NRPA. 
Each park, regional office, Denver and 
Harpers Ferry Service Centers, and 
Washington Office are members of the 
National Society for Park Resources Branch of 
NRPA. The current officers of NSPR are: 
President, Max Ramsey, Tennessee Valley 
Authority; First Vice President, Dave Talbot, 
State Park Director, Oregon; Second Vice 
President, Bill Forrey, State Park Director, 
Pennsylvania; and the NRPA staff liaison is 
Harold Price. 

NRPA's national headquarters are located in 
Arlington, Va. Executive Director John Davis 
and other staff people work closely with 
Federal and State agencies, and the private 
sector providing information and support on a 
variety of national issues. NRPA's list of 
anticipated legislative developments in parks, 
recreation and leisure for the next year 
include such subjects as: The Summer Youth 
Recreation Program; Preservation of Natural 
Diversity; White House Conference on 
Leisure; National Urban Recreation Study; 
CETA revisions; Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Act; selected additions to Federal 
Resource Systems (proposals to add units to 
the National Park System, National Wildlife 

Refuge System, and National Forest System). 
With a staff of about 40 full-time employees, 
NRPA tries to be flexible in meeting the needs 
of its constituency. 

During the last NRPA Congress, Director 
Whalen and Deputy Director Hutchison, as 
well as NPS's nine regional directors and 
several staff people met with the officers of 
most NRPA branches to exchange information 
on topics of mutual concern. In addition, 
Director Whalen was the principal speaker at a 
round table discussion on "Federal-State 
Relations: Toward Cooperation, not Conflict." 
Charles Odegaard, Director, Washington State 
Parks and Recreation Commission, was the 
moderator for the extremely well attended 
session. 

The Director talked about some of NPS's 
future directions and then answered questions 
from the audience. 

A map and guide folder, a newly designed 
general park brochure, and a leaflet on 
Cooperative Activities were distributed free 
from the NPS booth, also newly designed by 
HFC, in the Convention Center's exhibition 
hall. 

Most professional people have a peer 
organization to which they can belong. 
National Park Service people have a variety of 
groups from which to choose such as 
landscape architects, historians, information 
officers, etc. However, the one organization 
appropriate for all NPS people, whatever their 
profession, is the National Recreation and 
Park Association. Deputy Director Hutchison 
who served at one time as Executive Secretary 
for the National Therapeutic Recreation 
Society said recently, "The people in the 

branches of NRPA represent our counterparts 
in the park and recreation field. The National 
Park Service has a responsibility to keep in 
touch with them, keep them informed of our 
plans and listen to them. There is much we can 
learn from the people in the Ethnic Minority 
Society, and the Therapeutic and Student 
Branches. I think we need to include these 
people in our planning process and in our 
public involvement programs." 

About the NRPA meeting, Director Whalen 
said, "I learned a lot, and I think the Regional 
Directors did too, by meeting with the Branch 
officers. I hope that NPS employees will begin 
to participate more fully in local and regional 
NRPA programs. Cooperation, not 
competition, is where we're heading." 

The Office of Cooperative Activities in 
WASO has been delegated responsibility for 
structuring cooperative programs with NRPA. 
If you have any suggestions for joint projects 
or comments on present ones, please write or 
call (202) 343-3884. 

NRPA names 
NPSers to board 

At the 1978 National Recreation and Park 
Association's annual meeting in Miami, three 
Park Service employees were named to the 
board of directors of the National Society for 
Park Resources, a professional branch of the 
18,000 member NRPA. 

They are Denver Service Center Manager 
Denis Galvin, Rocky Mountain Regional 
Director Glen Bean, and NCR Landscape 
Architect Darwina L. Neal. 
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John Day Fossil Beds dedicated 

The local post offices in Fort Oglethorpe, 
and Chickamauga, Ca., near Chickamauga 
and Chattanooga National Mil i tary Park, 
reported a f lood of letters, "heavier than 
Christmas" passing through Sept. 19-20. 

Why come? 
Wel l , as part of its commemorat ion of the 

115th anniversary of the battle of 
Chickamauga, Woody Harrell of the park staff 
worked wi th the local post offices to produce 
two special pictorial cancellations. 

"The two post offices where they were used 
reported over 12,000 extra pieces of mail 
passing through Sept. 19-20," reports 
Superintendent Robert L. Deskins. 

One of the special pictorial cancellations, 
highl ight ing the Civil War's bloodiest 2-day 
battle, featured an unusual design with an 
accurate drawing of a 12-pounder Napoleon 
cannon; the other featured the seal of the 6th 
U.S. Cavalry. 

Superintendent Deskins described the close 
ties each of the towns has wi th the Battlefield. 
"Prior to the battle, General Wil l iam 
Rosencrans used the Gordon-Lee home at 
Crawfish Springs as his headquarters. The 
spring served as a major water supply for 
Union soldiers. The area is now known as the 
town of Chickamauga," Deskins said. 

"Dur ing the Spanish-American War in 1898, 
Chickamauga Battlefield was used as a training 
ground for the mil itary, and in 1904 an 800-
acre tract to the north was established as Fort 
Og le thorpe, " he said. 

The park was administered by the War 
Department unti l 1933, and close ties have 
cont inued, the superintendent said. During 
WW I I , the post expanded briefly into the park 
and many members of the Womens' Auxiliary 
Army Corps received their training there. 
Thus, no doubt , the close ties. 

The post was deactivated in 1947 and 2 years 
later, the town of Fort Oglethorpe was 
incorporated. Locals still fondly remember the 
old fort as the "Home of the 6th Cavalry." 

Superintendent Deskins suggests that other 
parks might consider a special postmark as an 
effective means of publ ic iz ing an important 
date in their park's history. 

If any COURIER readers/stamp collectors 
are interested, there are still a few of the 
covers available through the park's Eastern 
National Park and Monument Association 
branch at $2 apiece. 

Park Service officials, including Director 
Whalen and Pacific Northwest Regional 
Director Russell E. Dickenson, jo ined Rep. Al 
Ullman of Oregon at dedicat ion ceremonies 
for John Day Fossil Beds National Monument , 
Ore. , Aug. 23. The Director addressed the 
gathering of 900 for the event at Cant Ranch, 
where the famous Sheep Rock looms in the 
background. Other guests of honor on hand 
included Oregon State Parks Superintendent 
David G. Talbot; Jack Steiwer, a local civic 
leader; ). J. Murchison, an Oregon circuit 
judge, and local rancher Wil l iam Cant Mascall. 
Al l gave brief remarks. The monument was 
authorized by Congress in 1974, and contains 
plant and animal fossils depict ing five epochs, 

f rom Eocene to the end of the Pleistocene. It 
also includes the Cant Ranch, a famous 
homesteading site dating to the mid-1800's. 
The monument is unique in that it consists of 
three widely separated units—each 
representing one of the best examples of late 
geological fossil remains. Ben Ladd is the 
superintendent of the monument. 

After the ceremonies, guests enjoyed a free 
barbeque that included beef and lamb roasted 
in an underground pit l ined wi th hot stones. 
Also on hand for the festivities were pipers 
who played in honor of the Cant Scottish 
ancestry, and a western band twanged its 
tunes. Christmas 

in 
September? 

Director Whalen at dedication ceremonies. 
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Almost 10 million packed Gateway beaches in '78 
By Ronald Mack 

Park Ranger, Staten Island Unit , Gateway 
National Recreation Area, N.Y.-N.J. 

Comfortably nestled along the fringes of 
Brooklyn, Queens, and Staten Island in New 
York and Sandy Hook in New Jersey lies a 
dozing infant named Gateway National 
Recreation Area. Last year, as she quietly 
celebrated her fourth birthday, 9.7 mi l l ion 
visitors invaded her solemn beaches and cool , 
shady woodlands. 

Informally nicknamed "Gateway East," 
(Golden Gate National Recreation Area is 
often referred to as Gateway West), the recent 
addit ion to the Park System provides a cool 
daily respite for thousands of eager urban 
dwellers, longing to escape the stifling 
discomfort, and mentally torturous routine of 
the "Big App le . " Why are these 26,000 acres of 
open space, a fully operational member of the 
National Park System, so vital and necessary to 
the lifestyle of the urban dweller? Why is the 
National Park Service so actively involved and 
commit ted to enr iching the lives of New 
Yorkers? 

The pros and cons of urban park 
management present an interesting topic for 
discussion. Professionals, have just begun to 
scratch at the surface of the needs of city 
dwellers and the implications of parks. Here 
are a few examples, a few stories about the 
people who enjoy and learn at Gateway. 

On a stif l ing-hot summer day, the line of 
autos awaiting passage across the Gil Hodges 
Bridge to the beaches of Jacob Riis might 

remind one of a division of South American 
army ants, desperate in their mission to reach 
the cool , clear water and immaculate sands of 
one of the most popular beaches on the East 
Coast. Across the Lower Bay, on Mi l ler Field 
beach, a small crowd of Staten Islanders slowly 
make their way to the weekly Saturday 
evening campfire. One week last summer, 
eight members of a local chapter of the Order 
of the Arrow performed tradit ional American 
Indian dances, complete wi th anklet bells, 
spears and drums. 

As a middle-aged man disembarks f rom the 
" A " train at the corner of Nostrand and 
Flatbush Avenues in Brooklyn, he overhears 
two teenagers, "Yo man, Riis beach is the joint 
today . . . they're having a game at Bay 5." The 
two are referring to a benefit basketball game 
being sponsored by a local FM radio station 
and hosted by the Breezy Point Unit of 
Gateway. 

An inner-city youngster, starting out on one 
of Gateway's numerous nature trails, bursting 
wi th curiosity about a newly discovered 
treasure trove of pleasures, decides to catch a 
breather, and senses that the air is cleaner and 
fresher than that around his South Bronx 
project. All of a sudden he realizes that he is 
missing part of the "wa lk . " So he scrambles to 
rejoin his companions and is reminded of 
track practice at school. And then he 
remembers that the ranger had insisted on 
keeping the group together. 

Somewhere deep in Crown Heights, 
Brooklyn, a young gir l , t roubled by lack of 
sleep, sits up in her cot in the mid-summer 

heat, as thoughts of her new job wi th the 
Young Adult Conservation Corps at 
Gateway fil l her mind. She wonders, "What 
wi l l we do tomorrow? Maybe some paint ing, 
or if I'm lucky, we might work outdoors, 
t r imming bushes, or something. Anyway, I 
hope we work outs ide." 

O n the Lower East Side of Manhattan, a 
teacher prepares his class for a tr ip upstate, to 
include apple orchards and Kanawauke State 
Park, majestic in the fall with silent ponds and 
sweeping pastures of tranquil i ty. The class wil l 
be accompanied by a ranger f rom Gateway, 
who wi l l provide new insights to the natural 
wonders of the woodland. 

These stories are all events typical of the 
"Gateway experience," which can very easily 
be compared to a natural wonder land of 
fantasy or perhaps to the stem of the "B ig 
App le , " the only link between the tree of l ife 
and its roots in the earth. 

Now let's go back to those two questions 
that we raised earlier. Why are those spaces so 
necessary? What is the relation between the 
park and the city? Do the few scenes 
described earlier justify the importance of 
Gateway, other urban parks in the System, and 
their mission? Yes, and the National Park 
Service is strongly commit ted to the expansion 
and improvement of park facilities located in 
and near large cities. Our responsibility and 
the role that park professionals play in our 
daily lives cannot be overemphasized as part 
of the mission of NPS. 

Yes, Gateway is necessary—not only to New 
York and New Jersey but to the Nation and the 
wor ld . 

Beach scene at Gateway's Sandy Hook Unit. Historic Fort Hancock in the background. Gateway NRA, N.Y.-N.I. 
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Paw Paw's 
haunted tunnel 

By Dan Hughes 
Assistant Editor 

The Paw Paw Tunnel , across the Potomac 
River f rom the town of Paw Paw, W. Va., 
underwent $360,000 renovation recently and 
was reopened to the public Sept. 1. The tunnel 
is part of the C & O (Chesapeake and Ohio) 
Canal National Historical Park, M d . - D . C -
W.Va.) 

Considered an engineering marvel in its 
t ime (early 19th century), the tunnel cuts 
through what is known by locals as Tunnel 
Mounta in and f rom one end to the other 
measures 3,118 feet. It is 25 feet wide, and 
about 24 Vi feet high. The tunnel was built as a 
shortcut to avoid 6 miles of bends in the river. 
It was designed by Charles B. Fisk, and 
construction began in 1836. 

It took 14 years to complete, and was built 
wi th the labor of Irish immigrants. Dur ing that 
per iod there was much unrest among the 
workers, leading to riots in 1837 and 1838. 
Further delays were caused when the canal 
company went broke and a maze of law suits 
were f i led. It was finally completed in 1850. 

This reporter recently inspected the newly 
renovated tunnel wi th Park Technician Dave 
Forney to see the work that had been f inished. 
Two years ago an avalanche caused the closing 
of the south end of the structure. 

It was about 10 o-clock in the morn ing, 
when we entered the tunnel for a walk 
through. We encountered an eerie mist of 
morning fog, so thick that you could not see 
the light at the end of the tunnel . This 
reporter, weighed down wi th heavy camera 
equipment and flash unit , asked Forney why 
there was not graffiti scrawled on the tunnel 
walls. "Dick loves )ane," "Beat Paw Paw," etc. 
He said, "It 's because the tunnel is so 
impressive to the visitor, its length, its story, 
that people have great respect for i t . " 

Walking through the long waterway passage 
that was plied by so many boatmen and their 
families, moving goods f rom Washington to 
the "West , " one felt the presence of ghosts— 
those of the boaters, their mules, and the 
Irishmen (some of whom died) who built it— 
using nothing more than muscle and gun 
powder to move and blast the vast amounts of 
earth. 

Led on by the f lashlight-toting Forney, 
certain features of the structure were pointed 
out to me. The wood railings, which were very 
smooth, rubbed into that condi t ion by the 
ropes pulled by thousands of mules; the weep 
holes (missing bricks) that al lowed water to 
drain f rom the 400-foot mountain above, and 

Paw Paw Tunnel photos by Dan Hughes. C&O Canal NHP. 
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on unti l finally we reached the site of the 
renovation at the south end. 

The avalanche had literally collapsed the 
south end , f i l l ing it wi th large rocks and 
boulders. The actual restoration work was 
carried out by the C & O Canal Maintenance 
Division. 

"The objectives in stabalizing and restoring 
the tunnel included drainage contro l , 
prevent ion of rock slides, and repairing 
upstream and downstream portal entrances," 
Forney said. 

Avalanches or rock slides have been a 
common occurrence in the history of this part 
of the tunne l , because the approach had to be 
cut out and excavated in order to reach the 
appropriate face of the mountain to begin 
excavation dur ing its original construct ion, 
said Forney. 

The approach cut measured 890 feet and 
graduated to a height of 79 feet. Workers had 
to cut through Devonian shale, a layered rock. 
When completed, the strata layers of rock 
were exposed to the elements. Nature has 
been work ing away, slowly eroding the 
downstream section. Time and weather lead 
to periodic rock slides, f i l l ing the south end of 
the tunne l . 

So many rock slides had occurred that by 
Aug. 15,1976, the tunnel was closed. The slide 
had completely blocked the entrance and 
destroyed the bermside (opposite the 
towpath) wing wall . Other slides had ruined 
the sections of the t imber platform towpath 
through the cut. 

It had been closed for 2 years when NPS 
removed 15,000 cubic yards of rock and then 
rebuil t the 750-foot t imber platform or 
boardwalk. To protect visitors, the rock wall 
adjacent to the towpath was reinforced with 
376 galvanized steel pins. The pins were driven 
5 feet into polyester-resin-fi l led holes to 
guarantee an air and water-tight fit. It is hoped 
the pins wi l l help to reduce rock slides in the 
fu ture, Forney noted. Fragile overhands were 
dynamited, and the residue removed. 

This is only Phase I in the restoration of the 
tunnel . This phase also included a lot of 
interior br ickwork (several thousand new 
bricks) restoration in the tunnel . 

In Phase I I , restoration wil l include further 
stabilization of the portal entrances. Work wil l 
begin next year. 

After this reporter's walking tour of the 
tunnel , Park Technician Forney took me on a 
" th r i l l -packed" drive through the tunnel 
along the canal bed in a 4-wheel-drive vehicle. 
"This is a tour, accorded only to our 
special NPS employees," he smiled. 
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