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Mt. McKinley: Alaska’s highest ranger station

Mt. McKinley medical camp, Denali National Park.

By Jon Waterman
Seasonal Mountaineering Ranger
Denali National Park

Imagine Mt. McKinley's personality:
hidden crevasses and thoughtless
avalanches, arctic storms that would
pull the shingles from your roof, or set
your dog howling, and an iron-cold
breath that blackens fingers and toes.
Amidst this cruel entity, there are
humanoid forms struggling with heavy
loads or altitude sickness in an ecosystem
that barely supports aircraft and passing
ravens.

From 1903 to 1984, 7,159 climbers
have attempted “the mountain,” and

3,893 men and women have put the
soles of their boots on North America’s
highest point. Forty-four have died from
various altitude illnesses, crevasse and
climbing falls, or extreme weather
conditions. Approximately 50 climbers
have had frostbite, which necessitated
amputation of fingers and toes.
Accidents are commonplace on a
mountain that has become a mecca for
mountaineering pilgrimages from all
over the world.

National Park Rangers have been
actively involved on Mt. McKinley since
1913, when Harry Karstens (Mt.
McKinley's first superintendent) and
three others made the first ascent of

the mountain. In 1932, Superintendent
Harry Liek, Ranger Grant Pearson, and
two others made the second ascent of
the mountain. On their descent, the
rangers participated in McKinley's first
rescue: two climbers died in a crevasse
fall. The ranger team dragged out one of
the two bodies, then initiated a search
for a third lost member of the beleaguered
party.

In recent years, the Park Service has
played an increasing role on the
mountain. In the late 1970s, rangers
made tentative sorties, ten day patrols
which amounted to familiarization trips
and a chance to contact climbers on
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Jon Waterman (left).

their own turf. Seasonal rangers were
hired for their expertise in Alaska Range
mountaineering.

In the 1980s the rangers moved into a
ranger station in Talkeetna, the jumping

off point for McKinley climbers. Rangers

sought out experienced climbers and
developed a Volunteers in the Parks
(VIP) program. VIPs were chosen for
their backgrounds in winter
mountaineering, rescue work, and
emergency medicine. In return for
assisting the rangers, VIPs were offered

an attempt on the summit, providing all
was well on the mountain. The program
flourished and Denali National Park had
found an inexpensive, yet invaluable
support system for Mt. McKinley
patrols.

Rescue assistance was the primary
objective for these patrols, but rangers
found additional problems with
sanitation and trash at the more popular
camps on the mountain. A plastic bag
policy was developed and climbers
began to dispose of waste in crevasses.

Between 1982 and 1983, rangers, a
Student Conservation Association aide,
and VIPs assisted the University of
Alaska’s High Altitude Medical Research
Camp at the 14,000 foot level on the
mountain. Many accidents were prevented
and lives saved because of this joint
effort. And the mountain, that silent,
unkempt bulk, was getting groomed. It
looked cleaner than it had in years.

In 1984, the Park Service ran the
medical camp on its own. Medical
doctors John Diaz, Eric Larson and
Roger Amklov signed up for the VIP
program, along with Greg Kallio, Misha
Kirk and Karl Klassen. Rangers Scott
Gill, Roger Robinson, Jon Waterman,
newly appointed South District Ranger
Bob Seibert and Student Conservation

Dr. Eric Larson, VIP.

.

Misha Kirk and Eric Larson

Association aide Randy Waitman, plotted
three, thirty-day patrols to base out
of the 14,000 foot medical camp.

In May, U.S. Army helicopters
(volunteering their time to assist the
project) flew in over a ton of medical
supplies and gear needed to maintain the
high altitude medical-ranger station.
Passing climbers were contacted about
preventative medical measures they
could take, and over a dozen climbers
were treated for frostbite and altitude
sickness. Accidents above the medical
camp declined. The patrols shifted their
focus to other problems. For the first
time, a climber was served a citation for

littering and two guides were cited for
illegal guiding. The camp was evacuated
and flown off on July 4, 1984.

The medical camp was a success,
thanks, in part, to the support of
a strong VIP program. Still, the
mountain’s problems are complex,
many-colored and difficult to solve.
Have climbers become over reliant on
the medical camp at 14,000 feet? Will
crevasses fill to the brims with trash and
human waste that can't be carried out?
Should fly-in toilets be installed? Such
questions will test National Park Service
mountaineering philosophy for years to
come.
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Breaking new ground at the Big South Fork

By Steven M. Seven

Park Ranger

Big South Fork National River and
Recreation Area

Ground breaking ceremonies have
been held at Big South Fork National
River and Recreation Area, Ky.-Tenn.,
to formally begin construction on the
Blue Heron Recreational Complex.
Named for the abandoned community of
Blue Heron and located in the Kentucky
portion of the national area, Blue Heron
will be the second recreational complex
to be developed in the Big South Fork.

Enabling legislation passed in 1974,
created Big South Fork National River
and Recreational Area and made working
partners of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the National Park Service.
While this may be a unique pairing of
talents, the relationship has been most
harmonious and productive. Facilities at
Big South Fork are designed and developed
by the Corps and when completed, turned
over to the Park Service for management.

Corps plans at Blue Heron call for the

construction of a small campground on
the bluffs above the Big South Fork
River, plus extensive interpretive and
recreational facilities to be built at the
river. Interpretive activities centering
around the abandoned coal tipple of
Mine 18 will focus on life in the mining
town of Blue Heron. Founded in the
early 1930s, Blue Heron and Mine 18
were finally closed in the mid 60s. The
area will further be developed to provide
facilities for picnicking, hiking,
swimming, fishing and canoeing, ‘all
major recreational activities of Big
South Fork.

Another area under construction is the
Bandy Creek project. Begun almost two
years ago, this is the first recreational
complex to be developed at the Big South
Fork. Located in Tennessee, Bandy Creek
is scheduled for completion in late 1985.
When open, the complex will provide
facilities for trailer, tent, and group
camping, as well as a camp store, an
activities building, canoe rental and river
trips, and a horse livery, plus access to
both hiking and equestrian trails.

Candles light the way at Fort Vancouver

By Glenn Baker
Management Assistant
Fort Vancouver NHS

A candlelight tour through the buildings
of a reconstructed 19th century fort.
Hardly an original interpretive device,
but judging from the enthusiastic
reaction of local visitors, one might
think the staff and volunteers at Fort
Vancouver National Historic Site, Wash.,
had invented the idea. Such was the
public response to Fort Vancouver's
second annual candlelight tour held last
October. Superintendent James Thomson
put it all in perspective: “We don't take
any credit for the idea of conducting
interpretive tours by candlelight”, he
said. “But we do take a little bit of
credit for turning that idea into an
unqualified success here.”

The original fort was the Hudson's
Bay Company'’s fur trade headquarters
for the Oregon country, consisting of
present-day Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
and British Columbia. From 1825 to
1846, Fort Vancouver was the symbol of
Britain's superior claim to the Pacific
Northwest at a time when America was
still in her expansion period. After our
country gained control of the region in
1846, operations at the fort were gradually
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(From left) Fort Vancouver VIPs Clay Shelton, Marv Benson, and Art Wagner as “‘Hudson’s Bay
Company gentlemen’’ playing cards in public mess hall.

phased out, and in 1860, were transferred
to Victoria, British Columbia. The fort
and its buildings were destroyed in a
series of fires that by 1866 had erased
all surface evidence that it ever existed.

Fortunately, a significant portion of

the fort has been reconstructed by the

Park Service. Since 1966, the stockade,

bastion, Chief Factor’'s House, kitchen,
(continued)



bakery, blacksmith shop, and a dispensary-
Indian trade store have been rebuilt in
their exact locations. This was just
enough reconstruction to make the idea
of a candlelight tour worth pursuing.
Organizing the program was no small
task. A sufficient number of candles and
lanterns were needed to light the
buildings and establish an illuminated
tour route outside. Period clothing had
to be matched with the right staff
member or volunteer. Role players had

to be coached on appropriate behavior
and dialogue. Volunteer guides were
required to keep the crowds moving
along the tour route. Local media had to
be sold on the idea that a candlelight
tour of Fort Vancouver was an event
worth telling the public about.

“This year’s candlelight tour was
almost too successful”, Superintendent
Thomson noted. “The word had gotten
around, and our attendance jumped to
3,000 visitors this time, about twice the

crowd we drew when we first tried this
program a year ago. Because of the
various bottlenecks caused by visitors
stopping too long at the more interesting
points along the tour route, some of
them were forced to wait in line almost
an hour before they even reached the
fort gates”, he said. Plans are already
underway for running next years
candlelight tour an additional day

to accommodate the crowds.

Search and rescue at Rocky Mountain

By Michael T. Smithson
Park Technician
Rocky Mountain National Park

The cargo bay doors opened as we
approached the ledge where the injured
climber lay. A ranger clipped into a
rope, disappeared over the edge and was
lowered to the climbers below. An
empty litter followed, and within
minutes the injured person was hoisted
to the helicopter and rushed to the
hospital. Ten years ago this rescue could
have taken two days. But now, with the
help of a Chinook helicopter from the
U.S Army’s 179th Aviation Company in
Colorado, Rocky Mountain National
Park’s search and rescue team can
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accomplish the same mission in a few
hours.

Last summer, Captain Charles Carrico
of the 179th Aviation Company, and his
crew held a helicopter rescue and safety
session for more than 50 National Park
Service personnel at Rocky Mountain
National Park. The session focused on
using the Chinook’s winch to raise and
lower rescuers, litters, and supplies to
areas too small for normal helicopters to
land. The Chinook, capable of flying
140 m.p.h., can carry large search and
rescue teams and their gear to the
summit or ridge of any Colorado peak.
It has been used a number of times in
the peaks, including the search for a
12-year old boy in 1982, when hundreds

Captain Charles Carrico demonstrates the proper way to sit on the penetrator.

of searchers were air-lifted to the
Continental Divide. Smaller helicopters
such as “Flight for Life” and “Air Life”
are used extensively for most of the
park’s rescue operations.

The park staff has worked cooperatively
with dozens of different Governmental
and volunteer agencies to develop a
professional search and rescue team
capable of quickly responding to
emergency situations. This year alone,
over 1,200 hours of search and rescue
training have been completed by the
staff. With the Army’s help, we can
increase our ability to serve visitors
in need.

Photo by Jim Protto

A Park Ranger is lowered from a hovering
Army Chinook helicopter in a search and
rescue exercise.
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Lincoln

By Stephen N. Chaffee
Supervisory Park Technician
Lincoln Home National Historic Site

Lincoln Home National Historic Site,
Ill., celebrated Independence Day 1984,
in an enthusiastic and patriotic show of
American themes and traditions. The
city of Springfield hosted America’s
largest free street festival when 18 city
blocks were miraculously transformed
overnight into one gigantic “Lincolnfest”
extravaganza, teeming with music and
merriment, food and fireworks. Live
jazz, country, traditional and folk
music, parades, craft demonstrations,
and a Civil War encampment, were just
a few of the activities enjoyed by over
250,000 “fest-goers.”

Those wishing to escape the hot
pavement, high decibel rock-and-roll,
and concession stands found a more
relaxed and reflective pace at Lincoln
Home National Historic Site. Near the
front steps of the home, a steady flow
of festival-goers gathered under large
basswood trees to view the work of local
craftsmen from the Clayville Rural Life
Center. Spinning and weaving, quilting,
chair caning, oil painting, and log
furniture construction demonstrations
helped bridge the gap to a simpler epoch
of American life. Abraham Lincoln
sculptor John Frank, exhibited several
remarkable walnut likenesses of the
Great Emancipator.

For Lincoln Home visitors, the wait to
enter was forgotten in the excitement of
period dances, banjos, violins, zithers
and hand-clapping. The spirited danced
to the foot-tapping, knee-slapping square
dance music of the Allen Street String
Band. Others enjoyed ballads, traditional
and folk music while straddling bales of
straw. The Camp Fuller Music Fife and
Drum Corps struck a patriotic note with
“Yankee Doodle” and “The Battle Hymn
of The Republic.”

A day in the life of a Civil War era
soldier came dramatically alive for .
thousands of Lincolnfest celebrants. An
authentic Civil War encampment, located
near the backyard of the home was visited
by over 8,000 fest-goers. Many witnessed
the raising and lowering of the Colors to
the sounds of drum and bugle and black
powder rifles. Cavalry and infantry
units performed saber and rifle firing
drills to enthusiastic viewers. Wilson’s
Creek National Battlefield Historian
Richard Hatcher and Dr. Karl Luthin
of the 7th Illinois Volunteer Cavalry,
provided drill onlookers with a descriptive
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Home celebrates Lincolnfest 84

Park Technician Judith Winkelmann strolls with fest-goers.

interpretation of the exercises performed.
Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant
look-alikes, signed autographs and
shook hands with surprised admirers.
Now in its fourth season, Lincolnfest
continues to serve as a joyous expression

of national pride, patriotism and
independence—a celebration of American
values, ideals and traditions. Lincoln home
volunteers and staffers are optimistic that
Lincolnfest 85 will prove equally
rewarding for Americans of all ages.

Lincoln Boyhood’s great flagstaff

Sue Dickens, Sharon Wertman
Park Technicians
Lincoln Boyhood NM

How tall is your flagpole? At Lincoln
Boyhood National Memorial, Ind., we tell
visitors that our flagstaff may be the
tallest in the National Park System.

To see if our assumption is valid, we
measured our flagpole and challenge
you to do the same.

Our flagstaff has been described as
“lofty,” “soaring,” “mammoth,”
“monumental,” and “towering.” Its
reputation was well-established in 1955,
when K. L. Rains agreed to paint the
Indiana State Park flagpoles “for the
sum of $15 a piece.” He made one
exception, however; painting the
flagpole at Lincoln Boyhood would cost
$45 “as it is about 125 feet high.”

Rain’s estimate was not far off. The
pole was measured in March 1983, by a
licensed surveyor. It soars 120 feet, three

inches above ground, comparable to a
12-story building; and research indicates
an additional 12 feet below ground. The
pole weighs approximately nine tons and
is constructed of tapered steel sections.
Atop the flagpole rests an ornamental
gold ball. The two halyards, each
250-feet in length, pass through the
pulleys mounted on the “truck” at the
top. The halyard set-up enables us to
more easily raise and lower the large
flags.

The “everyday” flag measures 9 X 17
feet. The huge “garrison” flag, flown on
holidays and other special occasions,
requires four to six people to raise,
lower, and fold. The nylon garrison flag
measures 20 X 38 feet and weighs 45
pounds. Experience has proven that the
larger the flag, the less it whips (and the
better it looks on what we believe to be
the tallest flagpole in the Park System.

The great flagpole at Lincoln Boyhood,
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first stood in the traffic island in what is
now the memorial visitor center parking
area. Erected by the Indiana Lincoln
Union, it was dedicated on July 12, 1931.
The pole was erected because landscape
architect Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.,
believed that “there is one, and only
one, large and conspicuous object,
idealistic in significance, that could be
used as the dominant object” to the
entrance of Nancy Lincoln's gravesite—
“that is the great flagpole bearing the
American Flag.” In 1939, Olmsted
submitted a landscape and architectural
plan to fit the “scale of the flagstaff.”
Upon completion of this plan in 1944,
the flagpole was moved to the hill near
the burial site of Abraham Lincoln's
mother.

From this knoll, the flagpole is visible
four miles away on U.S Highway 231.
Travelers can catch glimpses of red,

white, and blue above the treetops. The
sight of the American flag on our grand
flagpole warms the hearts of many
travelers and visitors. We, the staff, are
also awed by the flagpole and take great
pride in it.

Because this pole is special, we at
Lincoln Boyhood would like to know if
our assumption is correct. To find out,
we issue this challenge: Measure your
tallest flagpole from the ground to the
tip. (This should not include the height
of a building or any other object on
which the pole may be mounted. The
height should only be of the flagpole.)
Please submit the measurement and
pertinent information to: Lincoln
Boyhood National Memorial, Lincoln
City, Indiana 47552, by March 31, 1985.
We will publish the results of our
challenge in mid-1985.

Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial
flagpole.

By Ronald Thoreson
Park Ranger
Canyonlands National Park

It could have been part of one vast
park known as Escalante, this “most
fantastic colored jumble of natural
wonders” as Bates Wilson, the first
superintendent described it. That is just
one of the intriguing stories associated
with Canyonlands National Park, which
reached the 20th anniversary of its
establishment on September 12, 1984.

When Natural Bridges National
Monument, Utah, was created by the
Presidental Proclamation of Teddy
Roosevelt in 1908, there were already
reports circulating of even more scenic
treasures to be found in southeast Utah.
As visitation increased and travel
became easier, it was apparent that there
was indeed a region of such deep,
labyrinthine canyons, magnificent
flowing rivers, and monumental geologic
rarities. Those who viewed the grandeur
were mightily impressed, if not stunned.
Consider the following passage, penned
back in the 1930s by then Park Service
Recreational Planner Paul V. Brown, in
a report written to Park Planner George
W. Olcott:

“Do you recall that first terrifying
revolt of our physical bodies at being
subjected to such overwhelming and
unaccustomed scale of landscape as we
looked down—down—down into the
abyss of that writhing cataclysm? Back
in normal surroundings, it is easy to
smile in recollection of the violent denial
that rose within us as the shock of that

Canyonlands anniversary

scene pounded through our veins, as if
the once too insolent flesh was protesting
over this sudden dwarfing comparison of
its puniness to the mighty forces of
nature.”

Both Brown and Olcott were involved
in what, by this time, had become an
ambitious project —the surveying of
lands for one all-encompassing park that
would have included much of southern
Utah and northern Arizona. And,
interestingly enough, the name suggested
for this proposal was “Canyonlands.”
That the name was not then used is
largely attributed to the objections of
one man, Frederick Law Olmsted, son of
the Frederick Law Olmsted who designed
Central Park in New York City. “The
Canyon lands of Utah’ is by no means
fully satisfactory for the area we are
reporting on,” Olmsted commented. “It
does sound like the title of a book. . .
that the people of Utah would naturally
assume such a title to refer to the
canyons of the Dinosaur Region, rather
than the region south of the Book Cliffs,
is a very serious objection.” So the name
“Escalante” was chosen for the proposed
national park, acknowledging the earliest,
brief explorations in the area by the
Dominguez-Escalante expedition of 1776.
Olmsted, it was said, was not particularly
pleased with this choice either.

The Escalante park movement may
have grown, were it not for the
intervention of World War II. When the
idea expired while national interests
were directed toward the war effort, the
name of Canyonlands may have gone with
it. Yet back in Utah was a man, custodian

of Arches National Monument , and Bates
Wilson by name, who had a dream.
Bates likes to recall his first view of

what was later to become Canyonlands
National Park. He saw the rugged
landscape, trisected by the Green and
Colorado Rivers, from the tandem seat
of a small Piper flown by a local bush
pilot. What he saw totally captivated
him:

“There were arches, spires, rugged
canyons, crevasses and fins, stitched
together with little green grabens. A
large number of still-intact pre-historic
Indian ruins were visible as I looked
down upon this rainbow-hued land. To
a Park Service official, it was the
proverbial pot of gold. . .”

Over the next several years, and for
the rest of his career, Wilson endeavored
to explore by jeep, horse, and foot,
what he had seen spread below him so
magically that day. He also set about
telling others of his dream for a national
park.

For the resurrection of the name
“Canyonlands,” however, full credit
must be given to former Secretary of the
Interior, Stewart Udall. After an
extensive, on-the-spot tour of the lands
which had once again been proposed for
park status in the late 1950s, Udall made
an enthusiastic comment: “Acre for acre,
the canyon lands of Utah are the most
spectacular in the world.” The term

“Canyon Lands” captured the imagination
of the press. Olmsted's objections not
withstanding, they turned it into one
word, and from that time forward there
were never any doubts about the name
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of the newly-proposed park. It survived
three years of survey and controversy,
and when at last, on September 12,
1964, the bill was signed by President
Johnson, it was to establish
“Canyonlands National Park.”

Today, the name Canyonlands conjures
up for a whole generation of Americans
who have come to know it, an image of
wild and primitive country with the
flavor of the long lost West still
lingering over it. For, in addition to

geologic marvels in abundance, there is
history to be found here, too. Tales of
Butch and Sundance and the early cowboy
line camps. Stories of hunting desert
bighorn with atal-atals and spear points,
or raising corn, beans, and squash on
the dry mesa tops, as the first human
settlements are recounted. The tales
persist, for the land wrought rugged and
adaptable people, as individually unique
as the stone monuments that surrounded
them. We may never know how an

Anasazi Indian viewed an arch or the
confluence of two mighty rivers, or how
often a cowboy waxed poetic over seeing
the moon rise over a collection of
eroded rock sculpture, yet we are sure
that when we see such sights, there is
some linkage with the elemental forces
of nature which we recognize. We feel
that others who have traveled amidst
these colored canyons before us must
have felt it too.

Christiansted National Historic Site

By F. Kenneth Barta
Park Historian
Christiansted NHS, V.I.

Activity has been the byword at
Christiansted National Historic Site in
the United States Virgin Islands in recent
years, as major restoration work has
been undertaken. Christiansted was
established in 1952 to preserve the
striking Danish colonial architecture
remaining from the 18th and 19th century
when this Caribbean seaport was the
hub of Danish West Indian sugar trade.

Fort Christiansvaern is a prime example
of 17th and 18th century Danish military
architecture. It has been replastered,
limewashed, and painted to appear as it

Inner courtyard of Fort Christiansvaern.
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did in the mid-19th century. This meant
a radical change of color from a blood-
red, the color it was painted in 1910, to
a yellow-ochre, its color during the
1800s. The old paint was cleaned off by
blasting with walnut shells which are less
abrasive than sand or glass beads. The
yellow-ochre color was determined by
scientific analysis of samples of various
layers of plaster and paint taken from
the walls of the fort and analyzed at the
Southeast Region Division of Cultural
Research. More evidence was found by
examining the numerous bills which existed
for frequent painting, stuccoing, and
limewashing of the fort. Very often,
“recipes” for the color mix were
included. Contemporary graphic

representations of the fort located in
the Royal Library and the Rigsarkiv in
Copenhagen, and at the Trade and
Shipping Museum at Kronborg Castle,
Helsingor, Denmark, also corroborated
the use of the yellow wash on the walls
of the fort. Nonetheless, many local
people were surprised at the color
change because the fort had been red as
long as their grandparents could
remember. Consequently, the park staff
undertook an active public relations
effort to communicate these findings,

as well as preservation philosophy in
general, to the local community.

(continued)

Maintenance Supervisor Philbert Baptiste
fashioned the curved plane to recreate copies
of the ariginal molding used in window frames
of the steeple building.



Joseph Alexander, master carpenter, hand planing shutter frame for the steeple building.

The steeple building, formerly the
Church of Our Lord God of Sabaoth,
completed in 1753, was Saint Croix's
first Lutheran Church. After 1831, the
building ceased being a house of worship
when the congregation moved to a larger
edifice. Today, this same building is
being used as a museum by the Park
Service.

The Park Service is fortunate to have
a maintenance crew of unusually skilled
craftsmen who are duplicating methods
and materials of the past. There is such
tremendous pride in their adherence to
the old standards of workmanship that
Philbert Baptiste, maintenance
supervisor, has designed his own planes
to follow the contours of the original
mouldings. In describing the processes
involved in accurately re-creating the
construction of the past, he said, “You
have to work with what you have to get
what you want in achieving the final
product.” Mahogany wood has been
used for the reconstructed windows,
door frames, and shutters. All joints
are morticed, tenoned, and pegged, as
in the 18th century.

Termite and dry rot damage was so
extensive that the cupola of the tower
had to be removed, and when taken
down, it fell apart. It will be
reconstructed on the site by a local

company. The tower clock mechanism is
being reworked at the NPS conservation
laboratory at Harpers Ferry. When it is
completed, the town will once again
have the privilege of hearing it strike

the hours as it did one hundred years
ago.

The scalehouse contained the facilities
for weighing and inspecting imports and
exports. Built in the mid-1800s, the
structure will be stripped of all plaster
and stucco to bare masonry, replastered
and coated with an acrylic-lime wash.
The Old Custom House, also completed
in the mid-1800s, now houses the
administrative offices of Christiansted
National Historic Site. The interior was
renovated, making the office more
liveable while preserving the old
architectural elements. All of these
highly technical projects are under the
ever-watchful eyes of Phil Springer,
project supervisor, who has been
assigned to Christiansted for the
past three years.

The major issue for discussion during
the site’s upcoming general management
plan will be removal of public parking
lots. Landscaping will be undertaken to
restore the historic ambience of the
grounds in a setting many consider to be
the most picturesque harbor in the West
Indies.

The interpretive staff of the historic site
has been augmented by the appointments
of F. Kenneth Barta as historian and
William F. Cissel as curator. Both men
are tenth generation Virgin Islanders. It
is hoped that Christiansted National
Historic Site will become a research
center for all those interested in the
history of the Danish West Indies.
Material from the Royal Archives in
Copenhagen and the National Archives
in Washington, will be microfilmed and
deposited in air-conditioned rooms at
the fort for scholarly research. New
exhibits are also being created for the
scalehouse, the steeple building, and the
fort, which will stress social history,
the plantation system, architecture, and
military history. Major emphasis will
be placed on providing professional
curatorial care to the museum collections
which include the Folmer Andersen
Collection, the most significant
assemblage of West Indian archeological
material. The catalog system will be
entered onto the park’s microcomputer
to improve accountability and
conservation scheduling.

Christiansted National Historic Site
and its sister park, Buck Island Reef
National Monument, are under the
direction of Superintendent Tom
Bradley.
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