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Elk roundup at Wind Cave 
By Karen Whitney 
Public Affairs Specialist 
Rocky Mountain Region 

Have you ever wondered what became 
of yesteryear's cowboy? Well, today, 
instead of rounding up wild doggies, 
branding them and trailing them to 
Abilene, they are rounding up elk with 
helicopters. 

Wind Cave National Park, S. Dak., 
was the site of such a roundup recently. 
When the dust settled, 81 elk were 
within the holding corral. 

The roundup is part of the park's elk 
management program. Because of range 
capacity and competition with other 
grazing animals such as prairie dogs and 
bison, the 28,300-acre park must manage 
its elk population to avoid resource 
damage and assure the continued good 
wildlife health. 

"We want enough so visitors can see 
elk, but not so many that they begin to 
impact the native vegetation of the 
area," Superintendent James Randall 
said. 

After the roundup, the population is 
at about 410 animals. The management 
plan allows between 300 and 500. 
Roundups are held every few years in 
order to keep the elk population within 
these limits. 

The animals captured this year were 
moved one by one through a squeeze 
chute. "You have to be quick to catch 
them in the squeeze," stressed Cecil 
Lewis, the "catch" man. "They come 
through there like a shot," he says. 

While trapped, they were tested for 
tuberculosis, brucellosis, and other 
communicative diseases. These diseases 
are of concern because of the possibility 
of their spread to cattle. 

Assistance during the roundup came 
from the Forest Service and Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, the 
State of South Dakota, Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park, N. Dak., 
and other NPS areas as well as from 
private ranches in the Black Hills. 

Elk in holding corral after being driven in by helicopter. 

Elk from this year's roundup were 
provided to the State of South Dakota 
to augment herds in the Black Hills and 
to Theodore Roosevelt National Park to 
reintroduce elk in western North Dakota. 

The reintroduction project was the 
primary purpose of this year's roundup, 
and as such, funds were provided from 
PRIP resource management. 

The 34 animals transplanted in South 
Dakota were released on two sites the 
Game, Fish and Parks folks hope they 
will accept as their new home. The areas 
were selected for their similarity to the 
animals' old home in Wind Cave. 

If the animals don't like the new 
locations, they may walk many miles to 
return to their old stomping grounds or 
find another acceptable area. Walking 
and running a dozen or more miles a 
night is something that elk do quite 
easily. 

Another 47 animals are still in 
quarantine at Wind Cave waiting to be 
transplanted to Theodore Roosevelt 

National Park near Medora, North Dak. 
Elk in the western part of North Dakota 
were killed off around the turn of the 
century before the park was established. 

The elk are scheduled to arrive in 
Theodore Roosevelt in early March. 
They will join bison, pronghorn 
antelope, bighorn sheep and deer on 
the 70,000-plus acres of North Dakota 
short-grass prairie and badlands. 

The reintroduced elk will be allowed 
to multiply and the population studied 
to see how the herd relates to the park 
and other big game animals. The project 
is a joint undertaking of NPS and North 
Dakota Fish and Wildlife Department. 

The old "Home on the Range" might 
not be what it once was, but at least in 
the Dakotas they still maintain remnants 
of the great herds that once roamed 
across the western frontier. And, with 
the necessity to manage these animals, 
the cowboy lives on as well. 



Natural Resource Specialist Trainees 
By Carol Bickley 
Program Coordinator 
Natural Resources, WASO 

The newest group of Natural Resource 
Specialist Trainees has begun an 
intensive and challenging 22-month 
program. This is the second class of 
trainees; the first class of 32 graduated 
last August. The twenty-three trainees 
currently participating in the program 
were selected from all over the country 
by the regional directors. They will 
spend their training period in training 
parks or regional offices in every region. 
At the completion of their training, each 
trainee will move to an already identified 
destination assignment. 

Diversity is a good word to describe 
the trainees. They range widely in age 
and experience and though all have 
some kind of physical science 
background even those vary—botany, 
biology, zoology, ecology, geology, 

physical geography. All have been NPS 
employees—a number were rangers. 
Most of the trainees were working in 
natural resource management activities 
at the time of selection. The class is 
composed of 15 men and 8 women. This 
impressive group can be expected to 
make an important contribution to 
natural resources management in the 
National Park Service. 

The trainees met for the first time at 
an orientation session held at Clemson 
University in December. There they 
heard about the program and met their 
training counselors and regional 
coordinators. Following the two-day 
orientation session, the counselors and 
coordinators had a one-day session on 
counseling and mentoring and the 
trainees spent three days in "situational 
leadership" training and took a one-
week computer course. The computer 
course was put on at the outstanding 
Clemson University computer laboratory 

that has a working relationship with the 
Cooperative Park Study Unit at Clemson 
headed by Dominic Dottavio. The 
computer course was designed to prepare 
the trainees to use the Televideo 
computers being issued to each trainee 
for use during the training program. 

The Clemson session was only the 
beginning of a diverse series of courses 
and training experiences in which the 
trainees will participate. In February, 
they were in Denver for a one-week 
course on Integrated Pest Management 
followed by another one-week course on 
air quality. In March, they will be in 
Sioux Falls, South Dak. for a one-week 
course at the USGS EROS Data Center 
on remote sensing, digital cartography, 
satellite photography and other 
geographic information systems topics. 

Much of the trainees' time during the 
first year will be spent in classes. This 
heavy academic load during the first 
year will allow a lighter course schedule 

Natural Resource trainees, coordinators, counselors, and program administrators. 
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and more on-the-job training experiences 
during the second year of the program. 
Courses will include wildlife management; 
mining and minerals; water resources; 
coastal processes; vegetation management; 
fisheries and aquatic systems; cave 
management; natural resources law; 
planning, budgeting, contracting; 
conflict resolution, negotiation, public 
relations, professional ethics; recreation 
sociology; and fire management. 

The course will be taught by NPS 
staff and/or university faculty and will 
include laboratory exercises, field work, 
and field trips to park areas. While a 
number of schools offer courses on some 
of the course topics, this program is 
unique in its breadth and its NPS 
perspective. Academic performance will 
be measured by examination and practical 

exercises. All courses must be completed 
with a grade of "satisfactory" for 
continued participation in, and 
successful completion of, the two-year 
program. In addition, activities 
suggested by the destination location 
as important skills to develop and 
identified in each trainee's Individual 
Development Plan must be accomplished. 
Also, the trainees must complete an 
individual project with a final report 
and a slide presentation at the end of 
the second year. Successful completion 
of the program will qualify the trainees 
for promotion. 

Each trainee has been assigned a 
trainee counselor at his/her training 
duty station who will supervise on-the-
job training activities and give advice 
and support as needed. The counselors 

are skilled resource managers sharing 
their time, wisdom and expertise with 
the trainees. In addition, there is a 
coordinator in each regional office. The 
coordinators will oversee the trainee 
program in their region and provide 
special assistance when necessary. 

While the program has significant long 
and short term benefits to the Service, at 
least one park superintendent has found 
a way to increase the benefits to his park. 
In addition to having an additional 
employee help perform natural resource 
management functions, this superintendent 
has asked that the trainee do a condensed 
presentation for the park staff on each 
class topic to broaden the expertise and 
perspectives of the staff. 

Natural Resource Specialist Trainees 

TRAINEE (Selected From) TRAINING DUTY-STATION 

Richard Harris (Padre Island NS) 
David Manski (NCR) 

Douglas Wallner (Sequoia/Kings Canyon NP) 
Margaret Weesner (Joshua Tree NM) 
Brian Lambert (Delaware Water Gap NRA) 

George Oviatt (GW Carver NM) 

Janis Meldrum (Isle Royale NP) 
Victoria Mendiola (Whiskeytown NRA) 

Robert Cook (Gateway NRA) 
Patrick Lynch (George Wash. MP) 

Jenness Hall (Prince William Forest Park) 
Stephen Syphax (NCR) 

James Milestone (Golden Gate NRA) 
Catherine Hawkins (Mt. Rainier NP) 
Janet Edwards (Santa Monica Mountains NRA) 

Susan Consolo (Yellowstone NP) 
Mark Schroeder (Redwood NP) 

George Gregory (Mammoth Cave NP) 
Russell Galipeau (Canaveral NS) 

Vidal Davila (Big Bend NP) 

Jennifer Bjork (Biscayne NP) 

William Brock (Great Smoky Mtns. NP) 
Michael Coffey (Sequoia/Kings Canyon NP) 

Alaska RO 
Alaska RO 

Gettysburg NMP 
Delaware Water Gap NRA 
Shenandoah NP 

Bering Land Bridge NP 
Katmai NM/Aniakchak NM & P 

Fred, and Spotsylvania Cnty. Battlefield Memorial NMP 
Upper Dela. Scenic & Rec. R. 
Valley Forge NHP 

Indiana Dunes Nat'l Lakeshore 

Isle Royale NP 
Ozark National Scenic 

Riverways 
North Atlantic RO 
Fire Island NS 

National Capital Parks-East 
Rock Creek Park 

Pacific NWRO 
Mt. Rainier NP 
Mt. Rainier NP 

Yellowstone NP 
Dinosaur NM 

Everglades NP 
Everglades NP 

Southwest RO 

Southwest RO 

Hawaii Volcanoes NP 
Sequoia/Kings Canyon NP 

Scotts Bluff NM 

Apostle Islands NL 
St. Croix National Riverway 

Saratoga NHP 
Roosevelt-Vanderbilt/Martin Van Buren NHS 

Manassas National Battlefield Park 
National Capital Parks-E. 

Crater Lake NP 
Olympic NP 
Pacific NWRO 

Badlands NP 
Grand Teton NP 

Southeast RO 
Cumberland Island NS 

Carlsbad Caverns/Guadalupe Mountains NP 

Chickasaw NRA 

Haleakala NP 
Lake Mead NRA 
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Prominent San Antonio families 
put Missions in their lives 

By Ben Moffett 
Public Affairs Officer, SWRO 

The event was "La Fiesta de Los 
Compadres," a $50 a person party to 
honor the Founders of the National Park 
Service's newest "friends" group. 

The theme was "Put a Mission In 
Your Life," a catchy slogan developed 
by Brad Breuer, chairman of Los 
Compadres de San Antonio Missions 
National Historical Park, Tex. The 
theme was being put to work this night 
on 250 attendees, or compadres, as the 
friends dub themselves. 

Two U.S. Congressmen were present. 
Also on hand was an archbishop, an 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior and 
some of the finest entertainers in the 
Spanish-speaking world. 

All had assembled to honor 10 Los 
Compadres "founders," members who 
had donated a quarter of a million 
dollars—$25,000 each, or $5,000 a year 
over five years—for use at San Antonio 
Missions. 

The founders: Bill and Ann Ash on 
behalf of the Rusty Griffith family of 
Dallas; Nancy Negley; Alice and 
General Robert F. McDermott of the 
United Services Automobile Association; 
Tim and Karen Hixon; Larry and Betty 
Lou Sherrin; the San Antonio 
Conservation Society, represented by 
Cynthia Thomas; Dorothy Martin of the 
Zachry Foundation; Col. Robert and 
Betty Kelso; Bill and Louree Greehey of 
Valero Energy Corporation; and Scotty 
and Patsy Light. Mrs. Light is chairperson 
of the San Antonio Missions Advisory 
Commission. 

Chairman Breuer believes the 
recruitment of 10 founders is just the 
beginning. "In 1985 we hope to obtain 
a minimum of another 10 founders," he 
said. "The plan is to hold an annual 
Fiesta de Los Compadres each September 
to honor them." 

Founder number 11—the National 
Bank of Commerce—is already in the 
fold. 

Breuer also hopes to see the 
organization, which has 170 members, 
expand from its San Antonio base to all 
of Texas and beyond. 

The only thing that dampened spirits at 
the inaugural Los Compadres celebration 
was the weather. In a most un-San 
Antonio-like fashion, torrents of rain fell 
prior to the event, soaking the grounds 
at Mission San Jose, where activities had 
been scheduled. 

(From left) Brad Breuer, Rick Montoya, Archbishop Patrick Flores, Rep. 'Chick' Kazen, Rep. Tom 
Loeffler, and Superintendent Jose Cisneros. 

The big party had to be moved indoors 
and one of the founders, Valero Energy 
Corporation, came to the rescue, hosting 
the fiesta in its cafeteria. And quite an 
affair it was with the friends, dignitaries 
and the media—all dressed in the finest 
Mexican casual—enjoying good food 
and great entertainment lined up by 
Emilio Nicholas, president of San 
Antonio Spanish television station 
KMEX. 

The entire proceedings—dancing, 
singing, presentations and speeches— 
were taped by the station for a variety 
show that was later telecast 
internationally. 

San Antonio Missions Superintendent 
Jose Cisneros proclaimed the Valero 
Cafeteria "a national historical park" for 
the evening. "After all," noted Cisneros, 
"we have here tonight Rep. Chick Kazen, 
who sponsored the bill that made the 
park a reality; Rep. Tom Loeffler, who 
is on the House Appropriations 
Committee; Rick Montoya, assistant 
secretary of the Interior; and Don 
Dayton, deputy southwest regional 
director of NPS. With their permission, I 
am proclaiming temporary park status." 

Secretary Montoya said the evening 
was "about partnerships." He pointed 
out that the parks are the mirrors 
through which the world gets a glimpse 
of America and praised bipartisan efforts 

to build a strong system. "Whenever I 
travel abroad, the first thing I am asked 
about is our national parks," he said. 

The bipartisan tone continued when 
Rep. Loeffler spoke, delivering a stirring 
tribute to retiring Rep. Kazan, both of 
whose districts touch the national 
historical park. 

"It is a great honor and privilege to 
say publicly, thank you Chick Kazen. If 
it had not been for you, the great legacy 
of the San Antonio Missions would have 
been lost," Loeffler said. 

Kazen called the missions "a living 
national park—there are no others like 
these missions in the United States. This 
is the only way to preserve them and for 
this I commend Los Compadres." 

Libba Barnes, Los Compadres vice 
chairperson and Lynn Schreiner, who 
chaired the benefit fundraiser, presented 
"Smoky Bear" hats and framed posters 
of Mission San Jose by noted watercolorist 
Caroline Shelton to the founders. 

Breuer also recognized NPS 
Management Assistant Betty Jo 
Calsoncit, the principal park liasion with 
Los Compadres and the Most Reverend 
Patrick Hores, Archbishop of San 
Antonio, whose efforts helped make the 
missions a part of the National Park 
System. 

Bill Crain of Budweiser was honored 
for underwriting the staging and lighting 
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Historic chart returns to Sitka 

By Gary Candelaria 
Chief Park Ranger 
Sitka National Historical Park 

The year was 1855. A British flotilla, 
under the command of Rear-Admiral Sir 
Henry Bruce, stood off the Russian 
colonial outpost of New Archangel, 
(Sitka, in present-day Alaska). 

Scanning the harbor through his 
telescope, Admiral Bruce noted no Russian 
"men-of-war" present. Anchoring his 
ships, Bruce sent a party ashore to 
confirm that no warships were seeking 
refuge in the "neutral" waters of Sitka 
Sound. 

Half a world away in Europe, Russia 
was at war with Great Britain, France, 
and Turkey. Troops and ships of both 
sides poured into the Black Sea and the 
Crimea. Made famous by the "Charge of 
the Light Brigade," the Crimean War 
reached out across the Pacific to touch 
the Northwest Coast of America in a 
peculiar way. 

The colonies of Great Britain and 
Russia in the North Pacific were 
declared "neutral," and not subject to 
attack or seizure, except under stipulated 
circumstances. This was a "gentlemens' 
agreement," put forward by the Hudsons 
Bay Company, seconded by the Russian 
American Company, and agreed to by 
Queen and Tsar. The objective of each 
party was, of course, to protect 
economic and territorial interests 
in the New World from disruption. 

Still, international trust and faith 
being what it is, Britain prepared war 
plans for Russian America's main posts. 
In the event of a violation of the 
agreement, British warships stood 
poised to bombard and occupy the 
major Russian ports of the eastern 
North Pacific. 

The important navigational equipment 
Admiral Bruce used in patrolling his 
station in northwest waters included 
charts. Following the outbreak of the 
Crimean War, it is likely a supply of 
charts showing Russian overseas 
possessions was issued to Royal Navy 
vessels in the Pacific, "just in case." 

Today, the admiralty chart showing 
New Archangel is again on the scene in 
Sitka. Sitka National Historical Park has 
acquired, through a local rare book and 
map dealer, a copy of the chart used by 
Admiral Bruce. Drawn in 1850, based 
on a Russian chart by Captain Ivan 
Vasiliev, the chart shows Admiral Bruce, 
the passages through the outer islands 
of Sitka Sound, safe anchorages, 
fortifications and harbor defenses, lights 

and navigational aids. The chart also 
shows the layout of the town of New 
Archangel, including its principal 
buildings and streets. 

The chart, acquired by the park, was 
printed in 1855, 12 years before Alaska 
was purchased from Russia. It was in 
the collection of the Royal Academy of 
Edinburgh, until it was acquired by a 
London map dealer. 

The chart will become part of an 
exhibit in the Russian Bishop's House. 
Besides being a fine example of the 
cartographers' art, it illustrates the 
international position of New Archangel, 
the significance of the town as a 
commercial center and seaport, and its 
military significance. It also shows the 

GRAND CANYON NP, Ariz.-Artist 
Thomas E. Priemon of Philadelphia, has 
agreed to donate the profits from the 
sale of his hand signed original lithograph 
entitled, "Shadows of the Colorado," to 
the park. 

The Suzanne Brown Gallery, at 7160 
Main Street in Scottsdale, will display 
the prints and will donate a percentage 
of the gallery profits from its sale to 
the park as well. 

Priemon's work focuses on the 
wilderness regions of the Southwest. 
Over the years he has spent many days 
hiking and doing research for his 
lithographs within Grand Canyon 
National Park. His love and respect for 
the park have motivated his desire to 
help share in the park's protection. 

"Shadows of the Colorado" was hand-
drawn on a lithographic plate by 
Priemon and then processed and proofed 
by hand on fine art paper by master 
printer Tim Sheesley. After the printing, 
each print (approximately 2 ' X 3') was 
hand-colored by Priemon. The edition 
exists as 50 numbered prints, with each 
print being sold for $300. 

plan of the city at its zenith, including 
the Russian Bishop's House (being restored 
by NPS), and the land comprising Sitka 
National Historical Park today. 

The chart shows New Archangel, at 
a point in history when Russia was in 
America, potentially to stay. It clearly 
illustrates the isolation of the outpost, 
surrounded by potentially hostile natives 
and a rugged climate, dependent on a wide, 
cold, rough sea for communication and 
survival. 

The chart freezes Sitka at a time 
when, with a British squadron patrolling 
offshore, a lonely inhabitant could look 
out to sea and say with great feeling, 
"God is in His Heaven, and the Tsar is 
far away." 

Roads and Trails Foreman Mark Ash. 

VALLEY FORGE NHP, Pa.—In a 
continuing effort to eliminate the 
enormous water-filled quarry-depression 
in the heart of Valley Forge, Roads and 
Trails Foreman Mark Ash recently 
initiated an agreement with a local 
construction company to donate 30,000 
cubic yards of clean fill along with a 
bulldozer and operator. Total estimated 
cost of this donation is $240,000. To 
date, 15,000 cubic yards have been 
received with marvelous results. 
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CARLSBAD CAVERNS NP, N. M e x . -
"Nostalgia Days" were held in January 
and the public was invited to join 
employees at the cavern visitor center 
and along the trail for a look back at 
the park's early history. 

The last major building changes at the 
park took place over 20 years ago. 

With renovation of the facility now 
underway, employees Howard Vasquez 
and Andy Komensky suggested that this 

would be a good time to look back at 
some of the caverns' visitors over the 
past 100 years. The earliest recorded 
visit by a young man who was lowered 
into the cavern on rope by his father. 

The group saw a display of historic 
photos, a video monitor showing old 
movies of the cavern, and an exhibit on 
various cave lanterns and lamps. They 
also had an opportunity to have their 
pictures taken in an old guano bucket 

similar to the one used to lower visitors 
into the cavern in its early years. 

"Although park facilities and visitors 
have changed, one thing that has not 
changed is the eternal beauty of the 
caverns," Superintendent Bill Dunmire 
said. More than 26 million visitors from 
all over the world have come to see the 
cavern since Carlsbad was designated a 
National park in 1923. 

(From left) Tom Strieby, Andy Komensky, Gary Stolz. Howard Vasquez 

ISLE ROYALE NP, Mich.— 
Superintendent Don Brown reports that 
recent budget cuts will cause the park to 
lose its contract airplane this summer. 

The Dornier floatplane, which flew 
between Houghton and Isle Royale, was 
a conspicuous attraction to Copper 
County residents and visitors. For more 
than a decade it had been used on the 

island for fire patrols, emergency 
evacuations, transporting Park Service 
personnel, and for resource management 
and wildlife monitoring. It was also 
available for charter by park visitors 
when the regularly scheduled aircraft 
did not operate in May, September and 
October. 

Brown said that cutting out the Dornier 

will save $72,000. The park will partially 
offset the loss by increasing its boat 
activity on the island, and working closely 
with the U.S. Coast Guard and Forest 
Service. Both operate airplanes in the 
region. The national park still has 
limited funds to charter private aircraft 
for short-term emergency needs. 

GETTYSBURG NMP, Pa . -Thanks to 
the concern of a historical group in 
North Carolina and an appropriation 
from the State legislature, the battle 
monument to North Carolina soldiers at 
the Battle of Gettysburg in the Civil 
War, will soon get a much-needed 
cleaning. 

The bronze grouping of five infantrymen 
represents the North Carolina troops who 
fought on the Confederate side during the 
three-day battle in 1863. The monument, 
which was placed on the battlefield in 

1929, portrays a group of five soldiers 
surging into battle, one holding aloft a 
flag. It was sculpted by Gutzon Borglum 
who is renowned for the huge stone figures 
of Washington, Jefferson, Theodore 
Roosevelt and Lincoln he carved into 
the face of Mount Rushmore in South 
Dakota. 

After a trip to the Gettysburg Battlefield 
in 1983, members of the Society for the 
Historical Preservation of the 26th North 
Carolina Troops Inc., pledged themselves 
to "clean and restore the North Carolina 

monument to its original beauty." 
With the support of other organizations 

such as the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy, Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, various Civil War re-
enactment units and historical societies, 
they appealed for financial assistance to 
the North Carolina General Assembly. 
In 1984 the legislature approved an 
appropriation of $10,000 for the project. 
NPS will add $2,000 needed to fund the 
$12,000 cost of the restoration. 
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GLEN ECHO PARK, M d . - A show 
of paintings, In and Around Glen Echo, 
curated by and some painted by Walt 
Bartman, opened at Glen Echo Gallery 
on March 1. 

The park and the town of Glen Echo 

offer some of the most appealing views 
of Montgomery County. Walt Bartman 
has used the area for many years to 
inspire his students through Montgomery 
County Public Schools, the Corcoran 
School of Art and elsewhere. Walt 

Bartman recently became an instructor 
of landscape and studio painting at the 
park. The show will continue through 
April 1st. The gallery is open Monday 
through Friday, 10-5, and Saturday and 
Sunday, noon until 6 p.m. 

WUPATKI, NM, Ar iz . -An 
archeological site survey team, working 
at the monument during the summer of 
1984, discovered a projectile point 
dating back 11,000 years to the Clovis 
Culture. Archeologists believe the people 
were the first inhabitants of this 
continent. 

Superintendent Henry L. Jones said 

they find it significant because it is 
apparently the only complete Clovis 
point found within 100 miles of 
Flagstaff. Archeologists knew of fewer 
than 75 Arizona Clovis points up 
through 1982, according to Jones. He 
said only 26 of these were found in their 
original place. The Clovis is normally 
associated with mammoth, mastodon, 

camels, and other now extinct animals 
that existed during the last ice age. 

"It is interesting that Wupatki National 
Monument was set aside to preserve the 
prehistoric culture that existed 750 years 
ago, yet now, we have evidence on the 
monument of a culture dating back some 
11,000 years," Jones said. 

NPS people in the news 

Richard Martin to Wrangell-St. Elias Ortega to Wind Cave 

Richard H. Martin has been named 
superintendent of the Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park and Preserve, Alaska. 
Martin, 46, leaves Yosemite National 
Park where he managed a wide variety 
of visitor service and park protection 
operations in one of the busiest districts 
of the National Park System. He replaces 
Chuck Budge who is retiring after a 
Federal career that spans four decades 
at parks throughout the nation. 

A 1962 graduate of the University of 
Minnesota, Martin has worked as a 
forester for the Bureau of Land 
Management and the U.S. Forest Service 
in Alaska. He has been a park ranger at 
Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Park, 
Calif., and at both Mount Rainier and 
Olympic National Parks, Wash. During 

his California assignment, he worked 
with nine different agencies to initiate 
and establish a cooperative visitor 
center. 

Martin has extensive experience in 
visitor rescue and protection as well as 
in resource management and interpretive 
and information programs. "We are very 
happy to be able to appoint an individual 
with such a balanced and diverse 
background," Regional Director 
Roger Contor said. 

An enthusiastic outdoorsman, 
Martin's hobbies include wildlife 
photography as well as hunting and 
fishing. He was recently elected vice-
president of the Yosemite Rotary Club 
and president of the Association of 
National Park Rangers. 

Houck to New River Gorge 
Jason R. Houck, formerly with 

Everglades National Park, Fla., has been 
named chief ranger for New River Gorge 
National River, W. Va. His responsibilities 
include visitor safety and management 
of the natural resources at the national 
river. 

Houck replaces former Chief Ranger 
Andy Rinngold, who was promoted and 
transferred to WASO's Division of 

Ranger Activities. Rinngold's duties 
include reviewing and drafting 
regulations that affect visitor use 
in all units of the National Park System. 

Houck's previous Park Service 
assignments have included the Virgin 
Islands, Great Smoky Mountains and 
Mammoth Cave National Parks. 

He and his wife, Karen, have two 
children. 

Ernest W. Ortega has been selected as 
the new superintendent of Wind Cave 
National Park, S. Dak., to succeed 
James A. Randall, who will retire on 
June 23, after a 34-year career with 
the Federal Government. 

Ortega was chosen last year as one 
of only two NPS employees for the 
prestigious Department of the Interior 
Manager Development program. 

A native of La Madera, N. Mex., 
Ortega is a graduate of New Mexico 
Highlands University and holds B.A. 
and M.A. degrees in history. He was a 
public school teacher at Las Vegas and 
Pojoaque, N. Mex., for seven years 
before joining NPS in 1974 as a park 
ranger at El Morro National Monument, 
N. Mex. 

Ortega later served from 1976 to 1978 
as a park ranger at Fort Necessity 
National Battlefield, Pa.; from 1978 to 
1980 as superintendent at Pecos National 
Monument, N. Mex.; from 1980 to 1982 
as chief of Interpretation and Resource 
Management at San Antonio Missions 
National Historical Park, Tex.; and from 
1982 to 1984 as assistant superintendent 
at Big Bend National Park, Tex. 

He won Outstanding Performance 
Awards in 1975 and in 1984. 

He and his wife, the former Mary 
Ellen Medina of Espanola, N. Mex., are 
parents of three children, Roland, 
Edwin, and Liana. 
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Chiefs selected for DSC 
Gary W. Higgins and John A. 

Latschar have been selected as section 
chiefs of Denver Service Center's 
Alaska-Pacific Northwest-Western Team 
as part of a move to improve the 
management of cultural resource projects 
for the three regional areas that the team 
serves. 

Higgins was named chief of the 
Historical Architecture Section within 
the team's Branch of Design. He will 
supervise the team's staff of historic 
architects, and will manage the 
Historical Architectural program 
in the three-region area. 

Higgins received his degree in 
architecture (with honors) from 
Colorado University in 1969, and 
received his architectural license in 
1973. He joined the Denver Service 
Center in 1974, after several years of 
private sector practice. He served 
subsequently as a historic architect for 
the Northeast Team, and as a resident 
historic architect at Skagway, Alaska. 
From 1980 to 1984, he again worked for 
a private sector architectural firm in 
Denver, Colo., where he specialized in 
historic rehabilitation and development 
projects. He returned to the Denver 
Service Center in the spring of 1984. 

Latschar, appointed chief of the 
Cultural Resource Section, will be in 
charge of the Historical, Archeological, 
and Cultural Resource Compliance 
program. 

Latschar received B.A. and M.A. 
degrees in history from Kansas State 
University, and his PhD from Rutgers 
University. He joined the Denver Service 
Center in 1977 as a research historian, 
and came to the Alaska Pacific 
Northwest Western Team in 1978. Since 
1981, he has been responsible for the 
management of the team's cultural 
resource compliance program, involving 
the coordination of archeological and 
historical clearances for up to 85 design, 
planning, and construction projects per 
year, within the team's three regional 
areas. 

Caleb G. Cooper, acting assistant 
manager of the Alaska Pacific Northwest 
Western Team, noted that the 
appointments confirmed the team's 
ongoing commitment to cultural resources. 
"The primary objectives of the two new 
section chiefs", he said, "will be to 
coordinate the team's cultural resource 
projects as closely as possible with park 
and regional staffs, to ensure the 
delivery of high-quality products. With 
a full-time staff of a dozen historians, 
archeologists, and historic architects, 

Gary W. Higgins 

the Alaska Pacific Northwest Western 
Team has the capability to provide a 
wide variety of services for the parks 
and regions, ranging from quick national 
register assessments to major rehabilitation 
and restoration projects." 

Debo to Boston NHP 
John P. Debo has been named assistant 

superintendent of Boston National 
Historical Park. Debo recently 
completed the year-long Departmental 
Manager Development program in 
Washington, D.C. 

Debo assumes the post with five years 
of experience at Lowell National 
Historical Park, Mass., as management 
assistant and deputy superintendent, 
where he had overall responsibility for 
coordinating park development projects. 

Before his Lowell appointment, Debo 
was a planner at Acadia National Park, 
Maine, and Fire Island National 
Seashore, N.Y.-N.J. Prior to that he 
worked for two years on the Lowell 
Heritage State Park proposal with the 
Massachusetts Department of Natural 
Resources. 

A native of Detroit, Mich., Debo 
received his B.A. degree in political 
science from the University of Michigan, 
and an M.A. in urban and regional 
planning from the University of 
Massachusetts. Debo lives in Salem, 
Mass., with his wife, Kate, and 
daughters, Jane and Alice. 

Ball to YLMA 
and 

Yellowstone Institute 

Gene Ball of Cody, Wyo., has been 
named to the new position of executive 
director of the Yellowstone Library and 
Museum Association (YLMA) and the 
Yellowstone Institute. 

Ball was formerly the education 
department director for the Buffalo Bill 
Historical Center (BBHC) in Cody. 

A native of central Louisiana, Ball 
graduated from Lamar University, 
Beaumont, Tex., with majors in 
education, math, and history. He comes 
to Yellowstone with an extensive 
background in adminstration and 
writing. He was the director of the Hill 
Country Arts Foundation in central 
Texas prior to his appointment with the 
BBHC. Prior to that role, Ball held a 
partnership in an art gallery, worked for 
HCC-TV in Texas, and spent six years 
as a high school teacher in Texas. 

The list of authorships and editorships 
attributed to Ball is extensive. He has 
designed, produced, and edited various 
museum publications, written four 
successful grants for the BBHC and 
assisted on numerous others, as well as 
having been a speaker for seminars and 
conferences. 

As executive director of YLMA, Ball 
will be primarily responsible for overall 
operations, including all public relations, 
administration, the Yellowstone Institute, 
and fund-raising efforts for the two 
organizations. 

Tanacredi honored 

John Tanacredi, natural resource 
management specialist at Gateway 
National Recreation Area, N.Y.-N.J., 
has been honored by the New York 
Water Pollution Control Association 
Inc., for a research study on the effects 
of shellfish on pollution in Jamaica Bay. 

The two-year research project was a 
cooperative effort involving Gateway, 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
and Polytechnic Institute of New York. 
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Special People 

Former Cornhusker 
As supervisory park ranger at the 

Staten Island Unit of Gateway National 
Recreation Area, N.Y.-N.J., Mark Engler 
frequently works weekends and evenings. 
He claims not to mind the odd hours, 
however. He got used to them in college. 

Engler, who came to Gateway from 
Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical 
Park, Tex., is a Nebraskan who played 
varsity football for the University of 
Nebraska while earning his bachelor's 
degree in political science and history. 

Many of his former teammates have 
become professional football stars. They 
include: Dave Remington of the Cincinnati 
Bengals; Andra Franklin, Miami Dolphins; 
Mitch Krenk, Chicago Bears; Jarvis 
Redwine, Minnesota Vikings; and Junior 
Miller, Atlanta Falcons. 

Although Engler's alma mater and the 
"Big 8 Conference" have produced many 
outstanding athletes, Engler is disturbed, 
he says, when people refer to the school 
and the conference as "mere football 
factories." 

"I received a good education at 
Nebraska. Sure, Coach (Tom) Osborne 
is interested in winning. But he and his 
staff also emphasize academics and good 
citizenship. Football is no. 1 at Nebraska, 
but the discipline and education on and 
off the field are still important to me," 
Engler claims. 

Referring to discipline, Engler says 
that during the football season he 
practiced seven days a week, generally 
from 1 to 9 p.m., with one-hour breaks. 
He attended classes mornings and 
studied after football practice. 

While attending college, Engler worked 
as a seasonal laborer at Homestead 
National Monument of America, Nebr. 
"Superintendent Halverson's enthusiasm 
rubbed off on me and I decided to 
consider a Park Service career," he 
claims. He continued to work at 
Homestead through the summer of 1981. 

Following graduation he was hired as 
a seasonal at the Lyndon B. Johnson 
National Historical Park, Tex., and later 
joined the staff as a permanent park 
technician. Engler came to Gateway in 
September of 1984 for the "urban park 
experience and the big city challenge." 

Although the cornhusker had never 
been as far east as New York City, he 
claims he did not find the transition 
difficult. In fact, he enjoys the museums, 
choice of television stations and big city 
life in general. New York lives up to his 
expectations. 

Ranger Mark Engler and visitors to Gateway's Staten Island Unit. 

The 5-foot, 11-inch, 220-pound former 
middle guard says that the transition 
from the midwest to New York may 
have been made easier by the football 
experience. "I learned a great deal about 
discipline and teamwork which are 
helping me now," he says. 

Does the Nebraskan whose hometown 
population is 13,000 have any regrets 
about leaving the midwest for a city of 
more than 9 million people? He claims 
not, as he enjoys working for Assistant 
Superintendent Chuck Pellicane and the 
entire Gateway staff. 

Sometimes the New York crowds do 
become overwhelming, and during the 
football season when he's able to watch 
Nebraska on TV he finds himself 
armchair quarterbacking. 

"In particular, when I watch the 
University of Houston play, I remember 
when they beat us in the 1980 Cotton 
Bowl game in Dallas by three points 
with a field goal in the last 10 seconds," 
he says. 

—Manny Strumpf 
Gateway National Recreation Area 

"Maintenance, Chapter One" 
is winner at Sand Dunes 

Russell "Rusty" Edmondson's campfire 
programs have received rave reviews 
from park visitors at Great Sand Dunes 
National Monument, Colo., for the past 
two summers. A popular campfire 
program is not unusual in any park. 
What is unusual here, is his job. Rusty 
is a motor vehicle operator. 

Rusty has worked for the Maintenance 
Division at five parks. His unique sense 
of humor, plus his knowledge of park 
maintenance make his campfire program, 
"Maintenance, Chapter One," a hit with 
visitors. 

"Maintenance is an essential part of 
park operations, yet the visitor seldom 

hears about its role in the parks," Rusty 
exclaims. "A flat-hat could talk about 
maintenance, but unless he's worked it, 
he really doesn't have the big picture. 

"My program is designed to give the 
visitor an insight into how maintenance 
is an integral part of park operations. 
It's more than clean restrooms. It is an 
essential part of resources management, 
and can involve building retaining walls 
to stabilizing a campground, obliterating 
and restoring an old road, or maintaining 
and repairing a historic structure without 
destroying its historic fabric. 

"Maintenance can also affect visitor 
protection," Rusty continues. "For 
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