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Redwood to Reykjavik 
By Robert Belous 
Staff Assistant 
Redwood National Park 

A two-ton slab of redwood has made 
it safely across our continent and the 
Atlantic Ocean to Reykjavik, Iceland, in 
fulfillment of a promise made more than 
ten years ago by a former Secretary of 
the Interior. 

The commitment for a section of a 
redwood tree with enough growth rings 
depicting the number of years of Iceland's 
history was made by the late Secretary 
of the Interior Rogers C. B. Morton in 
1974 when he took part in ceremonies 
celebrating the 1100th anniversary of the 
island nation's founding. Subsequent 
efforts, however, did not bring forth the 
gift. At the request of the State 

Department, the National Park Service 
obtained a slab from a fallen giant 
sequoia in the Sierra Nevada Mountains 
of California. The section was shipped 
to the Forest Products Laboratory of the 
University of California at Richmond, 
there to be cured, trimmed and finished 
for shipment. But funding for the work 
was not provided. And so the lab 

(continued) 

Applying skills used as a former woodsworker, Maintenance Worker Earl Roberts performs the delicate task of facing off a slab of old growth 
redwood destined for the National Museum in Reykjavik. Photo by Robert Belous. 



(continued) 
eventually dismantled the four-ton slab 
into sections—one of which became the 
lab's entrance sign. 

The passing years did not dim Icelandic 
memory. In January 1984, the United 
States was reminded of Secretary 
Morton's promise in a letter written by 
Helga Jonedottir, assistant to the Prime 
Minister of Iceland. Citing the value and 
interest of such a gift to natural science— 
and the fact that their museum had not 
yet received the "transversal slice of a 
Sequoia giant fir"—the letter expressed 
gratitude for any help in investigating 
the matter. Accordingly, NPS was once 
again assigned the task of finding a 
suitable tree. 

Because the Sierra's giant sequoia is 
rare and protected, the search turned to 
its coastal cousin, the giant redwood. 
The staff at Redwood National Park 
hunted for a log or stump of at least 
1100-year age. But older specimens were 
either shy on growth rings or badly 
rotted. Redwood cores can also be 
deceptive. They often display "phantom 
rings," dark bands that appear to 
represent a year of growth but under 
scientific scrutiny would be held 
underage. A somewhat tardy gift was 
one thing, but a bogus one would be 
quite another. 

The search broadened to lands outside 
the park. One timber company in the 
spirit of cooperation offered to donate a 
log, but their redwoods could not pass 
the age test. Finally, in June 1984 the 
park's research scientist, Stephen Veirs, 
discovered the long-sought tree on a log 
deck at the Areata Redwood Company 
mill at Orick, near the southern entrance 
to the park. The stout log had recently 
been harvested in the Yurok Experimental 
Forest nearby the park in the Klamath 
River watershed. For a negotiated price 
of $2,400, the park was allowed to slice 
off two slabs from the eight-foot diameter 
trunk, which began life 1,280 years ago, 
well prior to Iceland's first anniversary. 
The second slab would act as a back-up, 
in the event of some mishap to the first. 
The cuts were made with surgical precision 
by park staff Earl Roberts, a former 
timber cutter hired by the park following 
the 1978 expansion of Redwood National 
Park. Robert used a chainsaw with a five-
foot bar to part the slabs, each weighing 
over 4,000 pounds. 

The Iceland-bound slab would require 
an extensive period of drying prior to 
crating for shipment. Premature movement 
of the redwood slab would run the risk 
of stress fracture. On January 3, 1985, 
the crated slab was tenderly loaded by 
forklift onto a truck at the park's Requa 
Maintenance Station. The first leg of the 
journey would lead to Fairchild Air Force 

Base, near Spokane, Wash. Thereafter, 
it was loaded onto an Air Force KC-135 
transport, the military version of a 
Boeing 707, with a routine flight 
scheduled for Fairford Royal Air Force 
Base, near London. Following a change 
of planes at Fairford, the well-traveled 
slab landed in Iceland on January 11th. 
It will be displayed at the Museum of 
Natural History in Reyjavik, the nation's 
capital. 

The second redwood section will be 
placed in the park's new visitor 
information center which is currently 
under construction. "It will be a 
permanent symbol of the friendly 
relations between our two countries," 
Superintendent Doug Warnock said. In 
turn, the people of Iceland will come to 
know of a distant park in California 
dedicated to the protection of giant 
redwood trees. 

Resource Management/Interpretation Conference 

Conference attendees enjoy a warm Malibu afternoon. 

Malibu greeted participants of the first 
Interregional Resource Management/ 
Interpretation Conference with balmy 
80 degree weather in February. The 
conference brought together interpreters 
and resource managers from Alaska to 
the nearby Channel Islands and was held 
at the Calamigos Ranch in Santa Monica 
Mountains National Recreation Area. 
Dick Cunningham, WRO chief of 
Interpretation, organized the week-
long sessions which provided a forum 
for discussion of research, management 
activities, and education programs for 
the visiting public. 

Some highlights included keynote 
addresses by superintendents from 
Redwood, Channel Islands, Olympic 
and Glacier National Parks, who 
pointed out the fragility of coastal 
ecosystems and the urgency of 
developing public appreciation for 
these resources. 

Researcher Gary Davis discussed the 
encouraging recovery of the brown 
pelican and Resource Management 
Specialist Judd Howell spoke of the 
successful Golden Gate Peregrine 
Falcon hacking program. The complex 

jurisdictional problems associated with 
National Marine Sanctuaries was 
pointed out by both sanctuary directors 
present. The participants appreciation of 
marine systems increased dramatically 
after the field trip to Anacapa. The island 
was carpeted with the unique coreopsis 
flowering in as fine a display as has been 
seen in many years. Some new thoughts 
on interpretation were introduced by 
representatives from the California State 
Park System and by Dr. Stephanie Kazan 
from Point Reyes Bird Observatory. The 
intensity of management required in both 
Alaska and Hawaii, as well as the grand 
scale of projects ongoing in Redwood 
National Park, impressed members of 
the audience. By the end of the week 
everyone had increased their network of 
professional contacts as well as making a 
few new friends. Two more conferences 
will follow this one, focusing on desert 
parks and a third on mountain resources. 
Any increase in communication between 
the various divisions can only result in 
great benefit to the entire organization. 

-John Donahue 
John Muir NHS 
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Eugene O'Neill NHS opened to public 
By Dianne Dawson 
Park Technician 

"Eugene O'Neill National Historic Site, 
is one of the Park Service's best kept 
secrets," says Superintendent Phyllis 
Shaw. It was established in 1976 
"to commemorate Eugene O'Neill's 
contributions to American literature 
and drama" and opened amidst local 
fanfare on February 1, 1985. Tours of 
the playwright's home, Tao House, and 
grounds including a swimming pool, 
barn, chicken coop, potting shed and 13 
of the original 158 acres are regularly 
scheduled. 

After four years of work, the opening 
is a triumph for Superintendent Shaw. 
"It gives me great pleasure to have the 
public see the site and appreciate the 
genius of Eugene O'Neill at last," Shaw 
said. 

The site, although in a growing San 
Francisco suburban area, is perched in a 
remote mountain hideaway. Access to 
the site is by a narrow, winding road, 
originally built by the O'Neills. Though 
improved since the 1930s, the road is 
one lane wide. Tours of the site are on a 
reservation basis and transportation is 
provided by Tours Are Us Inc., a van 
service. 

Eugene O'Neill won four Pultizer 
Prizes, the last prize awarded 
posthumously for the autobiographical 
play, Long Day's Journey Into Night. He 
received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 
1937, the only American dramatist to be 
so honored. 

Tao House (pronounced "Dow" House), 
was built for O'Neill and his wife, 
Carlotta Monterey, in 1938. Living there 
for six years, O'Neill authored his last 
five plays before a debilitating disease 
left him unable to write. The plays he 
wrote at Tao House were: A Touch of 
the Poet, The Iceman Cometh, Long 
Day's Journey Into Night, Hughie, and 
A Moon for the Misbegotten. A restless 
man by nature, O'Neill resided at Tao 
House longer than any other residence. 
He considered it "his final harbour." 

The National Park Service assumed 
responsibility for operation and 
maintenance of the site in October 1979-
Superintendent Shaw has managed 
the repairs, refurbishing, and 
rehabilitation of the buildings and 
grounds. With excellent documentation 
on the house and its furnishings, work 
has begun to eliminate post-O'Neill 
alterations. First came the removal of 
non-original walls and doors, then 
refinishing wooden floors, restoring the 

antique graining on paneling, painting, 
removal of a fireplace and an addition to 
the front of the house and replacement 
of shutters, roof tiles and baselite wall 
blocks. The house was not the only 
structure to receive attention. Others 
receiving rehabilitation included the 
barn, chicken coop, potting shed and 
pool and its relating buildings. 

Acquisition of the furnishings and 
other items owned by O'Neill and his 
wife will be undertaken by the Eugene 

O'Neill Foundation. Among the items 
acquired and now on long-term loan to 
the NPS are O'Neill's chair, personal 
clothing and jewelry, pottery and 
fireplace and irons. 

Indeed, the struggle to gain public 
access has been well worth the effort. 
After spending a few hours at the 
picturesque estate, the first visitors felt 
privileged to finally view the home that 
fostered the creativity of a gifted writer 
and playwright. 
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Interurban railroad history to be preserved 

South Shore Railroad cars at U.S. Steel storage site. 

(From left) Superintendent Dale Engquist; 
Elliott Hughes of the Elgin, Joliet and 
Eastern Railway Co.; and Claude Furnish 
of the U.S. Steel Corp. 

Historians consider the Chicago South 
Shore and South Bend Railroad to be 
the last operating electric interurban 
railroad in the United States. It is a 
remaining link to an era when the electric 
interurban railroads were a major mode 
of transportation, connecting cities and 
towns and enabling our society to become 
more mobile. 

In an effort to preserve the history of 
the South Shore interurban railroad and 
it's role in the history of Northwest 
Indiana, Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore acquired 19 of the railroad's 
recently retired vintage passenger cars. 
Most of the cars which were manufactured 
in the mid-1920s by the Pullman and 
Standard Car Companies of Chicago, 
were donated to the lakeshore by 
the Northern Indiana Commuter 
Transportation District. According 
to Superintendent Dale Engquist, the 
lakeshore's recently completed 
transportation study recommended that 
the Park Service restore some of the cars 
as exhibits, interpreting the history of 
transportation in Northwest Indiana. It 
has also been proposed that a number of 
the cars might, in the future, be used for 

transportation of visitors to and within 
the lakeshore. 

The South Shore Railroad runs the 
length of the 35 mile-long lakeshore and 
stops serve most of the major visitor 
facilities. A local private group, the 
Friends of the South Shore, is working 
closely with the lakeshore staff in it's 
preservation efforts. 

Funding for the storage, maintenance 
and restoration of the cars has been 
appropriated by Congress. One car is 
currently being restored at the Indiana 
Transportation Museum with an additional 
being made available to the museum for 
parts and materials. Another car will be 
restored later this year. 

Locating a storage facility to house the 
remaining 17 cars proved to be a challenge. 
The car's wood and canvas roofs would 
rapidly deteriorate if left outdoors and 
exposed to the elements and potential 
vandalism. Several nearby industries 
that had enough indoor trackage and 
storage space were solicited through the 
lakeshore's recently published Gift 
Catalog. The U.S. Steel Corporation 
responded by donating indoor storage 
space in an idled Gary works building. 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
Chessie System and the Elgin, Joliet and 
Eastern Railway Company agreed to 
move the cars to the storage site at 
no charge to the Park Service. The 
donation of storage space and movement 
of the cars will save the park $20,000, 
which can be directed towards the 
restoration of a car. 

Superintendent Engquist stated, "This 
is the largest contribution to the park 
since officials began soliciting assistance 
through the Gift Catalog. We are 
pleased that these corporations share our 
concern for preserving the railroad cars 
and the history that they reflect." 

The South Shore Railroad has been 
serving the citizens of Indiana and 
Illinois since its inception in 1903. Earlier 
in this century, riding the South Shore 
was the way to visit the Dunes. Today, 
many visitors to Indiana Dunes still ride 
the South Shore to the lakeshore to 
enjoy the beauty of the forests, dunes 
and beaches. It is only fitting that the 
history of this last electric interurban 
railroad be preserved. 
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WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT NHS, 
Ohio—March 2, 1985, was a date to 
remember in the history of the historic 
site—the day Cincinnati sat up and 
noticed the Taft home. It was the day of 
the William Howard Taft Inaugural Ball— 
a commemoration benefiting the birthplace 
and boyhood home of Taft. 

The gala affair, sponsored by the 
Friends of the William Howard Taft 
Birthplace and the historic site was 
held at the recently restored Omni-
Netherland Plaza. This elaborate 
fundraiser recreated the March 4, 1909, 
ball celebrating Taft's inauguration as 
the 27th President of the United States, 
even to the attendance of the guests of 
honor, President and Mrs. Taft— 
portrayed by the Honorable John 
O'Brien and Ms. Nellie Taft. 

Cocktails were served in the Continental 
Room where a 3-foot ice-sculptured eagle 
perched upon the table of hors d'oeuvres. 
The banquet followed at 8 p.m. in the 
elegant Hall of Mirrors. 

The Hall of Mirrors was decorated in 
red, white, and blue bunting. Six huge 
flags and a large gold presidential seal 
hung over the bandstand. The L.S. Ayres 
Department Stores interior designer, Mr. 
John Chesteen, contributed his expertise 
in decorating the room. 

There was dancing to the music of 
Steve Schmidt and the Blue Wisp Big 
Band. Ballgoers kept track of dance 
partners on their dance cards. The men 
received bronze medallions commemorating 
William Howard Taft and the National 
historic site, and the women received 
compacts, compliments of L.S. Ayres. 

President Reagan sent his greetings 
and best wishes for a memorable event. 
In his letter, the President commended 
those present for demonstrating the need 
for public support of our nation's 
cultural resources. 

Tickets to the ball sold for $100 each. 
Over 300 people attended, making it a 
smashing success. The Cincinnati Enquirer 
described it as "probably THE party of 
the year." 

Ms. Nellie Taft and the Hon. John 
O'Brien impersonating President and Mrs. 
Wm. H. Taft. 

The credit for the tremendous success 
goes to many generous and dedicated 
people, Superintendent Maxine Boyd 
said. John Hoerner, president of L.S. 
Ayres, donated the help of Ayres 
employees and $10,000 cash toward 
expenses. 

The Merten Company donated the 
inaugural program which all in 
attendance received. The cover of the 
program duplicated the original official 
program for the inauguration ceremonies 
of March 4, 1909. 

Sidney Printing Works and Borman 
Engraving contributed their services in 
the production of the inaugural ball 
invitations and the dance cards. 

Two anonymous donors provided the 
French champagne and vin blanc. 

Hundreds of hours of research, 
planning, and preparations went into 
making this an unforgettable evening, 
Superintendent Boyd said. Donors of 
their invaluable time included: Mrs. J. F. 
Steele and the inaugural ball committee, 
advisors, and friends; the board of 
trustees of the Friends of William 
Howard Taft Birthplace; and the staff 
of the historic site. 

The net profit from the benefit was 
about $17,000. 

Superintendent Boyd said that two 
objectives of the benefit were achieved: 
raising funds, and perhaps more 

Centerpiece in ice. 

important, raising community recognition. 
The Cincinnati Enquirer said, "It will be 
as hard to forget the Hall of Mirrors 
afloat in red, white, and blue bunting as 
it will be to ever again forget the yellow 
house on Auburn Avenue. . .And that's 
the whole idea." 

YOSEMITE NP, Calif.-An 11,760-foot 
peak in the park was officially named 
Mount Ansel Adams, after photographer 
Ansel Adams, on April 22. 

The U.S. Board of Geographic Names 
officially approved the proposal to name 
the peak, located between Electra and 
Forester Peaks on the southeastern 
boundary of the park, on the first 
anniversary of the famed photographer's 
death. 

In commemoration of the naming of 
Mount Ansel Adams, the Ansel Adams 
Gallery in Yosemite Valley featured 12 
of Adams' original prints from the 1920s 
- 1940s. The prints were the private 
collection of Dr. and Mrs. Michael 
Adams. 

A celebration officially naming the 
mountain will take place in August. 
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Allen Bohnert, Museum Curator. 

MESA VERDE NP, Colo.—The park 
will have the honor of participating in 
an exchange of one of its preservation 
specialists with a counterpart from a 
museum in Denmark. 

Superintendent Robert C. Heyder 
said, "Mesa Verde is one of six 
participating U.S. institutions in the 
International Partnerships Among 
Museums program." The park's partner 
institution is the Haderslev Museum in 
Haderslev, Denmark. 

The program is administered by the 
International Council of Museums 
Committee of the American Association 
of Museums (AAM/ICOM) and is 
sponsored by the United States 
Information Agency. Its primary 
purpose is the promotion of cooperative 
activities between American and foreign 
museums through the exchange of 
professional staff. 

Allen S. Bohnert, museum curator at 
Mesa Verde, will spend six weeks at 
the Haderslev Museum, the major 
archeological museum in Denmark's 
Southern Jutland (Sonderjylland) in May 
and June. In return, the Danish museum 
will send Ms. Lizzi Thandrup, an objects 
conservator specializing in archeological 
materials and exhibition techniques, to 
Mesa Verde for six weeks in July and 
August. 

While in Denmark, Bohnert will 
participate in an archeological 
excavation and study museums 
throughout the country. Ms. Thandrup's 
stay in the United States will include 
visits to various conservation facilities in 
the southwest as well as visits to nearby 
national monuments and parks, the 
Anasazi Heritage Center, and other 
points of interest in the four corners 
locale. In addition, she will present a 
program for the general public on 
Danish museums while at Mesa Verde. 

GLACIER NP, Mont.—In addition to 
celebrating the park's 75th anniversary 
this year, another anniversary will also 
be observed this summer. 

The Glacier Institute, an educational 
organization providing college-level field 
courses in the park, will begin its second 
season. The institute, like similar 
organizations in Yellowstone, Yosemite 
and Grand Teton National Parks, is a 
field school that utilizes the natural 
environment as a classroom. 

An independent, non-profit 
corporation—the Glacier Institute— 
operates with support from the NPS, the 
Glacier Natural History Association and 
Flathead Valley Community College. 
Field courses are structured to provide 
participants with an introduction to 
Glacier's natural and cultural history as 
well as to provide a setting for 
instruction in the creative arts. 
According to Dr. Lex Blood, institute 
president, "Glacier National Park 
provides an unforgettable setting for 

conducting educational activities. It is 
the goal of the institutue to provide a 
broad range of courses for the public. 
These courses are taught by experts in 
their fields who are intimately familiar 
with the park. The institute's first season 
in Glacier was highly successful and we 
are planning an even more exciting 
second summer." 

The institute will offer 13 different 
classes during July and August on 
subjects including grizzlies, glaciers, 
alpine ecology, photography and painting. 

The first class, "Teaching in the 
Outdoors" will begin July 6th. College 
credit is available for institute courses 
through Flathead Valley Community 
College and the University of Montana. 
Course registration should be completed 
by June 15th to insure a space. 

Additional information can be obtained 
by contacting: The Glacier Institute, 
Number One First Street East, Kalispell, 
Mont. 59901. Telephone: (406) 755-5222. 

SARATOGA NHP, N.Y.-Since 
February, an important research 
program has been going on concerning 
the park's deer herd and its effects on 
the site and surrounding private land. 
The concerns of local farmers losing 
crops to foraging animals and efforts to 
restore the park to its natural, forested 
condition of 1777 spurred the project 
that is currently slated to last three to 
five years. 

NPS and SUNY College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry 
(Syracuse) are sponsoring the study 
under the field direction of Brian 
Underwood. Using rocket nets and box 
traps, Underwood hopes to capture 
about 100 animals by the fall to place 
radio collars or numbered tags on them 

to chart their migration patterns. 
In the last 30 years, deer herds in 

several sections of the northeast have 
grown to unprecedented numbers. 
Problems have arisen as herds roam into 
human habitats, causing "damage" and 
sometimes bringing with them the 
dreadful Lyme disease. Underwood says 
he has received enthusiastic support 
from Saratoga's neighbors and 
volunteers who have offered their help. 
Simultaneously, the park is researching 
specific fenced-in plots of land to see 
how well plant growth does when herds 
are unable to "snack" on the shrubbery. 
A similar deer study is also underway at 
Morristown National Historic Park, in 
N.J. 

Rocket net capture of deer at Saratoga NHP. Photo by Jim Mastin. VIP. 
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NPS people on the move 

Dayson to Grant, Hamilton Grange Memorials 
Diane Harris Dayson has been named 

site supervisor for the Hamilton Grange 
and General Grant National Memorials 
in Manhattan. 

Dayson, a New York City native, is a 
veteran Federal employee and former 
educator who will be responsible for 
administering the two historic sites and 
working closely with community groups 
and the public. 

She is a graduate of Cortland State 
University with a BA in history and 
early childhood education. She taught 
public schools in Ithaca, N.Y., upon 
graduation. In 1975 she joined the 

National Park Service public 
involvement team at Gateway National 
Recreation Area in New York. Other 
Park Service assignments have included 
a law enforcement ranger at the Boston 
National Historic Park, Sandy Hook, 
N.J., Unit of Gateway, and acting 
concession specialist at Gateway. 

Dayson, her husband Kevin, and their 
two children, Dayna, and Kyle, live in 
Hollis, Queens. Dayson's father, 
Robert Harris, is a veteran National 
Park Service employee with more than 
30 years of Federal service. 

Brown, assistant super 
for Rocky Mountain 

Donald R. Brown has been selected as 
assistant superintendent of Rocky 
Mountain National Park, Colo. 

Superintendent James Thompson said, 
"Don brings to the position a broad 
range of park management experience 
and a good knowledge of Rocky Mountain 
National Park as well." 

Brown, 51, began his NPS career 27 
years ago as a park ranger at Rocky 
Mountain. He returns to the park from 
Isle Royale National Park, Mich., where 
he was superintendent. 

Previous assignments have included: 
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, 
Mich.; Blue Ridge Parkway, N.C.-Va.; 
and at Grand Canyon National Park, 
Ariz. He also served as director of the 
international seminar on national parks 
and equivalent reserves at the University 
of Michigan. 

Brown recently returned from a special 
assignment for NPS working with the 
government of Sri Lanka. 

Brown is a native of Pontiac, Mich., 
and a graduate of Michigan State 
University with a degree in park 
management. He replaces James Godbolt 
who retired earlier this year. 

Skiing, hiking and backpacking are 
among Brown's many interests. He is 
married to the former Virginia Wood 
and is the father of four daughters, 
Jenny, 22, Katie, 21, Gretchen, 19, and 
Alison, 17. 

Ehorn, assistant super for Santa Monica 

Nancy Fries Ehorn, an 11-year 
National Park Service career veteran, 
has been named assistant superintendent, 
Land Use and Resource Management, of 
the Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area, Calif. 

Ehorn's responsibilities will include: 
long range development and land 
protection planning, resource 
management programs and research, and 
land use planning relationships with the 
counties of Los Angeles and Ventura, 
the city of Los Angeles, and approximately 
65 other agencies and jurisdictions. 

Superintendent Daniel R. Kuehn, said, 
"because of Nancy's past leadership in 
the planning process, she has intimate 
and detailed knowledge of the resources 
of the national recreation area. She is 
also aware of the area's many operational 
needs. For these reasons Nancy will be 
able to assume her new duties immediately 
without the usual orientation and learning 
period associated with a new position." 

For the past four years Ehorn has been 
chief of Professional Services at the 
recreation area. Some of her numerous 
accomplishments include: Project manager 
and primary author in the development 
of the recreation area's first General 
Management Plan which guides the 
use and management of the national 
recreation area, and her active 
coordination with over 65 agencies and 
organizations having regulatory or land 
management responsibilities within the 
boundary to maintain essential working 
relationships and to accomplish NPS 
goals. 

Ehorn has authored, or had a major 
role in the preparation of more than 30 
NPS documents and professional papers 
dealing in resources management and 
planning. 

"Competing pressures for use of land 
in the Santa Monica Mountains are as 
great as in any unit of the National Park 
System," Ehorn said. "I am excited 
about this opportunity to participate in 
making this new area fully operational, 
and to take on added responsibilities in 
the area of resources management." 

Ehorn is a graduate of Colorado State 
University with a BS in Botany and a 
Master of Forestry degree from Yale 
University. Ehorn and her husband, Bill, 
reside in Ventura, Calif. Bill Ehorn, also 
a NPS career employee, is superintendent 
of Channel Islands National Park. They 
have two sons, Bill, 19 and Randy, 22. 
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Laney to Yosemite 
James O. Laney, assistant superintendent 

of Sequoia and Kings Canyon National 
Parks, Calif., has been appointed assistant 
superintendent of Yosemite National 
Park. He will be responsible for the day-
to-day management of Yosemite's 
operations. 

"Jim's knowledge, and abilities in park 
operations will make him an invaluable 
asset to Yosemite," Superintendent 
Robert Binneweis said. 

Laney served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years and retired in 1966 as a chief 
warrant officer. He earned his Bachelor's 
degree at Boston State College following 
his Army career, and did graduate work 
at Suffolk University in Boston, while 
working full-time as a civilian employee 
at the Boston Naval Shipyard and the 
National Park Service. 

In 1974 he became an equal employment 
officer in the North-Atlantic Regional 
Office; then became chief of Cooperative 
Activities and later was promoted to 
assistant superintendent, Breezy Point 
and Jamaica Bay Units at Gateway 
National Recreation Area, N.Y-N.J., 
from 1978 to 1981. 

He was selected for the Department of 
the Interior's Executive Management 
Development Program in Washington, 
D.C., in 1981. He was assigned to 
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National 
Parks in 1983. 

Laney is married to the former 
Celestine Burr. They have four children: 
Michelle, who works in New York City; 
Michael, a captain in the U.S. Army at 
Fort Gordon, Ga.; Mark, a captain with 
the U.S. Army, Hawaii; and Anthony, 
who lives in Boston, Mass. 

Tuskegee employees promoted 

Clark W. Moore. John Holt. 

Willie C. Madison, superintendent of 
Tuskegee Institute National Historic Site, 
Ala., has announced the transfer and 
promotion of two employees, Clark 
Moore and John Holt. 

Moore, chief of Interpretation and 
Visitor Services has been promoted to 
supervisory park ranger at the Martin 
Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site, 
Atlanta, Ga. Moore, a native of 
Reidsville, N.C., holds an Associate of 
Arts degree from Morristown college 
and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Rust 
College. 

Previously, Moore worked at the 

Natchez Trace Parkway Miss.-Tenn.-Ala., 
and Ninety-Six National Historic Site, 
S.C. 

Superintendent Madison stated that 
Moore has been an invaluable assistant 
in the development of the site interpretive 
programs and community relations. 
During the past five years, Moore has 
represented the site on the Department 
of Cultural Affairs (City of Tuskegee) 
and the Macon County Historical 
Commission. 

Park Technician John Holt will be 
responsible for interpreting the history 
of America's 31st president at Herbert C. 

Hoover National Historical Site, Iowa. 
Holt, an Iowa native, received a 

Bachelor's degree from Iowa State and 
Master's degree from the University of 
Iowa. 

Superintendent Madison stated that 
during Holt's two-year stint at the 
historic site, he played a vital role in 
special interpretive programs (Black 
Personalities Exhibition) and research 
for resource management projects. 

In his new assignment as park ranger, 
Holt will be responsible for resource 
management, law enforcement and 
interpretive activities. 

COURIER/June 8 



Joseph Smith to Great Smoky 
Joseph W. Smith has been selected as 

supervisory district ranger for the North 
Carolina portion of Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. Smith 
replaces Charles Harris who transferred 
to Cape Lookout National Seashore. 

Smith, a 1970 graduate of North 
Carolina University, began his National 
Park Service career as a seasonal ranger 

at Cape Hatteras National Seashore, 
N.C., in 1968. He worked as a student 
trainee at Gettysburg National Military 
Park, Pa., in 1969. His first permanent 
assignment was with National Capital 
Parks in Washington, D.C. He has also 
worked in Acadia National Park, Maine; 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, 
Ariz.; Point Reyes National Seashore, 

Calif.; and comes to Great Smoky from 
Olympic National Park, Wash. Smith is 
a veteran of the U.S. Air Force and 
has a strong background in resource 
management, search and rescue, and 
fire control. 

He and his wife, Doris, have two 
sons, Allen, 14, and Marc, 10. 

Special People 

Martha Champman. 

"I can't say enough good things about 
her," boasts maintenance foreman 
Homer Leslie. "She's dependable, 
conscientious, conservative of energy 
and supplies, a pleasure to work with 
and very proud of her job." Martha 
Champman has drawn rave reviews 
from Ocmulgee National Monument, 
Ga., staff since she came to work there 
in October 1984. In addition to being a 
great morale booster, she's inspired an 
interest among her co-workers in learning 
a new way of "talking." You see, 
Martha can neither hear nor speak. 

Before she became custodial worker at 
the monument, Martha had faced every 
problem imaginable in trying to find 
employment. For 16 years she sought 
work and found only rejection, though 
people who knew her could not consider 
her handicapped—and certainly she did 
not! However, simple matters such as 
telephoning to set up interviews, asking 

questions about application forms, 
communicating details regarding skills to 
a personnel manager were impossible. 
She wanted to work but no one seemed 
willing to give her a chance. 

Then Superintendent Sibbald Smith 
heard about her from an employee of 
Goodwill Industries. Martha was 
brought to the monument and 
interviewed through a vocational 
rehabilitation counselor. When she was 
offered the position, her face "actually 
beamed," remembers Superintendent 

Smith. Martha said the staff was so 
warm and friendly as they showed her 
around the park that she was ready to 
begin work that same day. The following 
Monday she did begin her duties and 
what a worker she is! 

To Martha work is not drudgery but a 
cheerful daily challenge. If her attitude 
could be distributed nationwide, morale 
and productivity would soar to new 
heights. There would be sufficient 
energy to tackle even the worst chore— 
with a big smile left over! 

NPS TV SAFETY SPOTS ON THEIR WAY—Staff members of WASO's Office of Public Affairs 
smile with relief after stuffing, packing, and stacking the last of some 450 envelopes addressed to 
television stations across the nation. The packages, containing TV Public Service 
Announcements, provided safety messages for the 1985 outdoor season. The OPA staffers 
shown left to right are Rosa Wilson, Nancy Marcey, Victoria Bemah. and Patricia Hubbard. 
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