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Take Pride in America 

Secretary of the Interior Don 
Hodel visited 10 National Parks, as 
well as several other public lands 
administered by the Department last 
summer, to boost citizen awareness 
of, and public participation in, wise 
use and protection of Federal lands. 
The following is Secretary Hodel's 
call to "Take Pride In America," a 
national program that took seed in 
1985, and will grow to fruition in 
1986 and the years ahead. 

Secretary of the Interior Don Hodel rappels at Yosemite National Park. 

By Don Hodel 
Secretary of the Interior 

Our national parks truly are the envy 
of the world. Americans take great pride 
in them and want their beauty and 
infinite variety to be enjoyed by their 
children and their grandchildren. These 
cherished treasures must be wisely used 
and maintained to ensure that they are 
passed on to future generations in the 
same or better condition than they were 
inherited. 

A growing population, increasing needs 
for recreation opportunities, and greater 
mobility assure that the national parks 
and other public lands will be subject to 
greater use. If these lands are to be 
protected for Americans rather than from 
Americans, we will need greater 
understanding among all of our citizens 
that how we use the land today may 
determine whether we will be able to use 
it tomorrow. 

Although most Americans do care and 
act responsibly, especially in the national 
parks, too many either do not care or do 
not understand the ramifications of their 
actions. Too much public land and too 
many resources have been damaged, 
vandalized, littered, looted, burned or 
carelessly misused. It seems that too 

(continued) 

February is Black History Month 

c o 

s 
a 

>, 
-a 
o 
o 



(continued) 

often, because the public lands belong to 
everyone, they are viewed as no one's 
personal responsbility. The National Park 
Service does an excellent job in protecting 
and managing its lands. All of the hard 
work, however, will not be enough if 
citizens do not feel and show care and 
respect. 

To help instill in all citizens a greater 
sense of ownership and pride in these 
lands, the Department of the Interior is 
embarking on a national public awareness 
campaign. Public park and recreation 
land managers at all levels of government 
also are trying to encourage more 
responsible use of the public lands in 
cities, towns, and counties around the 
country. 

Many individuals, civic groups and 
others in the private sector have provided 
and will continue to provide local 
support for their public areas. 
Educational programs often are coupled 
with opportunities to give directly of that 
which is most precious—time and love. 

Citizen volunteers and civic organization 
and private sector contributions are 
making a difference. 

Programs like "Parkwatch" are making 
a difference. Vandalism and theft in the 
first "Parkwatch" national park dropped 
significantly. The program has been 
adopted with similar success in many 
areas. It is my hope that a national 
educational effort will serve as an 
"umbrella" for all of these efforts as well 
as an inspiration for new ones. 

The opportunities for stewardship are 
everywhere, the obligations of citizenship 
are constant, and the rewards of service 
are everlasting. You can make a personal 
contribution to your land in a number of 
ways. Be a careful and exemplary visitor. 
Encourage and educate others on the 
importance of wise stewardship. Inspire 
and organize educational projects in 
schools and clubs in behalf of public 
areas or sites—not just in national parks 
and on other federal land but also in state 
and local areas. There are no limits and 
each effort can make a difference. 

The future of our national parks and 
public lands depends on the commitment 
of our citizens to their future. This 
commitment must be based on an 
understanding that citizenship confers 
both opportunity and responsibility-
responsibility that cannot be deferred or 
transferred. 

America has been blessed with 
beautiful and diverse natural resources, 
wildlife and beauty; deserts, prairies, 
forests, streams and mountains stretching 
from "sea to shining sea." We are a 
proud people of a great heritage. Our 
national parks, recreation areas, 
monuments and landmarks represent and 
honor some of the greatest examples of 
each. 

We became a great Nation through the 
richness of our land and through the 
strength and will of our people to work 
together toward common goals. 
Together, let us take pride as Americans 
in the public land and heritage which 
belong to each of us. Let us make them 
better because we were here. 

Your National Park Service Reminds You... 

"TAKE PRIDE IN AMERICA" 
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NPS Observes first Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Federal Holiday 

(From Left) Park Technician Lynette Robinson, Director Mott, Lead Park Technician Stephen Alemar, 
District of Columbia Deputy Mayor Curtis McCHnton, Ballou Senior High School student Sean 
Mack, Park Technician Keith Synder, and Roosevelt Senior High School student Savetria Francis. 

The National Park Service marked the 
first observance of the national federal 
holiday, honoring the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., with a wreath-
laying ceremony on January 14. The 
ceremony was held on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial, where the late civil 
rights leader gave his historic, "I Have a 
Dream, " speech. 

Manus "Jack" Fish, Jr., regional 
director of the National Capital Region, 
served as master of ceremonies for the 
35-minute program, attended by 
approximately 500 employees and invited 
guests. A 5-minute excerpt from Dr. 
King's 1963 oration was presented, and 

birthday observance wreaths were laid on 
behalf of NPS, the District of Columbia, 
and the D.C. Public School System. 

Director Mott said, "The holiday 
inspired the Service to a commitment that 
would celebrate Dr. King's life and renew 
his dream, giving due attention to his 
legacy as a part of our cultural heritage. 

'Today's observance of the 57th birth­
day anniversary of Dr. King begins a 
series of special events throughout the 
National Park Service . . . This occasion 
is appropriately a day for a nation to 
reach out and pay tribute to a man who 
awakened the best qualities of our 
American spirit . . . despite the weather 

and, indeed, the unpredictability of a 
Washington winter, we of NPS assigned 
to the area wanted to recall the historic 
civil rights march on our Nation's Capital 
in 1963 which culminated on these very 
steps with a speech by Dr. King heard 
around the world." 

Musical entertainment for the 57th 
birthday-anniversary included several of 
Dr. King's favorite songs: "Precious 
Lord," by the Nanny Helen Burroughs 
School Choir; "We Shall Not Be Moved," 
by the Gospel Spreading Church 
Baltimore/Washington Choir; and "We 
Shall Overcome," by all assembled. 
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Archeological field work at Petrified Forest 

By Anne Trinkle Jones 
Archeologist 
Western Archeological 
and Conservation Center, Tucson 

While "Gertie", the world's oldest 
dinosaur, was being airlifted from the 
Petrified Forest National Park last 
summer [see COURIER 30(8)], Park 
Service archeologists prepared their 
equipment for the summer's field season. 
They were interested in the humans who 
arrived in the vicinity almost 225 million 
years later than "Gertie" and who lived 
there for the last 10,000 years. 

Marty Tagg, Susan Crawford, and 
Trinkle Jones were detailed from the 
Western Archeological and Conservation 
Center for eight weeks. While in the 
park, they completed several excavation 
and surface survey projects. A 900-year 
old burial was saved from the bulldozer; 
a site with a ceremonial Great Kiva was 
studied; and a long-abandoned campsite 
used by the Paleo-Indian hunters more 
than 8,000 years ago was discovered. For 
the last month, groups of volunteers 
joined them to begin a reconnaissance of 
the park boundary. 

In the first phase of the work, three 
prehistoric sites which would be damaged 
or destroyed by reconstruction of the 
main road were partially excavated. The 
Anasazi Indians lived at the largest site 
between about A.D. 950 and A.D. 1200. 
(The Anasazi are the ancestors of the 
present Hopi Indians of northeast 
Arizona.) The site was probably a small 
farmhouse on a ridge top overlooking the 
Puerco River valley. The trash was 
thrown in a pile downhill (and 
downwind!). Road construction in the 
1930s destroyed most of the site; the 
trash midden was all that remained. An 
undisturbed burial was discovered in 
those soft deposits. The bones were those 
of a female, about 17 to 18 years old at 
the time of death. Many diseases, such as 
arthritis, anemia and malnutrition, as 
well as fatal falls or blows which cause 
broken bones, leave traces and are 
dicovered during analysis. These bones 
held no such clues, so the cause of death 
is unknown. Prized posessions, such as 
jewelry, and unusual pottery were often 
arranged near the head of a prehistoric 
burial. In this case, fragments of a brown 
hemispherical bowl, smudged with soot 
and highly polished on the interior, had 
been placed beneath the head. The bowl 
was produced between A.D. 300 and 
A.D. 1150 by people well to the 
southeast of the park. As a trade item, it 
was probably especially valued and may 
even have been an heirloom. 

Marty Tagg (left) and Susan Crawford doing roadside archeology at Petrified Forest 
National Park. 

Park staff and children get an excavation progress report. 

The second site excavated had no 
structural features. The distribution of 
ceramic and stone artifacts on the surface 
and below it indicated that they were 
deposited as a thin sheet of trash which 
was later mixed by wind and water 
erosion and covered by shallow sand 
dunes. Probably the Anasazi camped 
there briefly at some time between A.D 
1100 and A.D. 1300. 

The third site which was dug had two 
concentrations of sandstone slabs on the 
surface, one of which turned out to be a 
slab-lined hearth. A few artifacts found 
on the surface helped date the Anasazi 
campsite to between A.D 950 and A.D. 
1250. 

How did the archeologists begin to 

unravel the story of each site? Prior to 
excavation, each site was mapped using a 
surveying instrument. Topographic 
contours and cultural features such as 
rock rubble, upright slabs, and artifact 
clusters were plotted on the maps. The 
boundaries of the sites were drawn where 
the numbers of artifacts dropped off 
noticeably. Many photographs and notes 
on the vegetation, site location and 
topography were also made prior to 
ground disturbance. 

Only a small sample of each site was 
excavated. A number of 2 m by 1 m 
excavation units were placed randomly 
across the site. Using this method, the 
variation in artifacts and deposits from 
one end of the site to the other could be 
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Crew and volunteers standing in Great Kiva depression. Left to right, front: Trinkle /ones, 
Marty Tagg, Don Christensen. Back: Susan Crawford, Bob Cooper. Sandy McCreery, 
A. ]. Bock, Pat McCreery. Kitty and Jim Stoddart, Jack McCreery. 

compared. Each test unit was excavated 
in thin levels to the depth at which 
artifacts and cultural deposits were no 
longer encountered. The artifacts 
recovered were bagged and logged in an 
inventory book. Analysis of the changing 
styles on the decorated ceramic sherds 
was used to date the sites. 

Soil samples were collected for later 
analysis. In a process called flotation, a 
portion of each sample was mixed with 
water so that the light vegetal and 
charcoal remains would float to the top. 
The floating particles were strained off 
and identified to give an idea of the 
natural vegetation at the time the site was 
occupied, and of what the inhabitants ate 
and cultivated. The remaining soil was 
processed to extract pollen grains. 
Vegetation changes indicated by changes 
in the pollen counts help reconstruct the 
prehistoric environment. 

The goals of archeological excavation 
and survey are much the same: to collect 
data to help reconstruct the history and 
lifeways of the early human inhabitants; 
the methods are quite different. The 
boundary survey which was conducted 
with the help of volunteers from the park 
and the American Rock Art Research 
Association (ARARA) is a good example. 
The goal of the survey was to examine a 
corridor, Vi-mile wide, along the 
boundary fence to gather data on the 
types and present condition of sites 
vulnerable to pothunting. The crew 
members lined up perpendicular to the 

fence and walked along the park 
boundary looking for artifacts and rock 
features or structures as they went. 
During the two 10-day sessions, 20.5 
miles of fence line were surveyed, and 43 
sites were recorded. 

One particularly notable site was 
examined. The site has a Great Kiva, a 
circular, semi-subterranean ceremonial 
structure, 59 feet in diameter. This is the 
only one known near Petrified Forest 
National Park. Close inspection of the 
ground surface of the site revealed a trash 
mound, a rubble mound assumed to be 
the remains of a small room, and several 
other features not recorded on earlier 
sketch maps. Burned mud mortar was 
noted for the first time at one mound. 
Analysis of the ceramics from each of the 
collapsed rooms may indicate if they 
were used in the same time period or if 
earlier remains exist on the site. 

The surrounding area was surveyed to 
locate neighboring archeological sites. 
Other sites from the immediate vicinity 
include three with masonry structures in 
use at the same time as the Great Kiva. 
The working hypothesis of the 
archeologists is that the latter served as a 
ceremonial and harvest redistribution 
center for the many small farming sites in 
the area during the period from about 
A.D. 950 to A.D. 1250. The masonry 
structure and other features may have 
been storage facilities and living rooms 
for a small group of caretakers, while 
most of the people lived in the small 

farming sites in the surrounding area. 
One newly located site was especially 

exciting. Three rock piles, one with dark 
soil suggesting a hearth or roasting area, 
were found on a hilltop near a lone 
juniper tree. A Folsom-style projectile 
point made on the site could have been 
used as a spear tip, and indicates that the 
hilltop was a Paleo-Indian hunting 
campsite occupied before 6000 B.C. This 
is the oldest site found in the park, and 
extends the prehistory back in time 
another 2000 years. Paleo-Indian 
campsites are rare throughout the 
Southwest, and the team had been 
hoping for just such a find. 

Last summer, the archeological team 
was supported in many ways. The test 
excavations were funded with the aid of 
John Latschar of the Denver Service 
Center. Logistical support was paid for 
by a grant from the Petrified Forest 
Museum Association. The volunteer 
archeology crews from ARARA who 
assisted the Park Service team worked 
two 10-day sessions. Their background 
knowledge and willingness to learn were 
certainly important to the success of the 
project. Without the volunteers, the team 
could not have covered so much ground 
and recorded so many sites. The park 
staff filled in when needed; the support of 
Superintendent Ed Gastellum and his staff 
was essential. When the project ended, 
Jones gave them a presentation hoping to 
repay them in some small way for their 
support, and to alert interpreters to new 
information available for their programs. 
Interesting artifacts and those 
representative of various time periods in 
prehistory were displayed along with the 
project and site maps. 

The visitors were as curious about the 
work as the park staff. During the three 
weeks of excavation, more than a dozen 
visitors stopped to ask questions. Each 
got a brief talk on the project and the 
prehistoric inhabitants of the site. This 
type of interpretation was an integral part 
of the project. 

The paleontologists who discovered 
"Gertie" were still working in the park 
when the archeological team arrived. The 
communication between them was 
exciting and complementary. When the 
archeologist gets down to "sterile" at the 
bottom of the test pit, the paleontologist 
may be interested in taking over. Many 
of the methods are similar; there's a 
difference mainly in the age of the 
deposits studied. The deposits an 
archeologist works in may be considered 
annoying overburden by the 
paleontologist; but yes, there was life at 
Petrified Forest after the dinosaurs. 
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Managing for trumpeter swans in Wyoming 

Grand Teton National Park. It's June 
and the trumpeter swan pair on Christian 
Pond is feeding its new brood. While the 
cob (male) probes the lake bed with his 
beak and then treads vigorously with his 
feet to bring up plant and insect food, the 
pen (female) treads and circles alertly, 
watching the cygnets, the water surface, 
and the nearby ducks. The cygnets swim 
close to the male, and pick up food from 
the water surface. Coots are also 
interested in the food brought up by the 
swans. One comes too close and is 
chased away by the female And 
the pattern continues. During the cygnet's 
first week, pen and cob spend more than 
half of their time helping the cygnets 
feed. Certainly they are attentive parents; 
and they continue to be so throughout 
the summer season. 

The Christian Pond adults are perhaps 
typical of other trumpeter parents in 
caring for their young. But, there are a 
few ways in which they are not typical. 
The pond they nest in is close to one of 
the main park roads, a major concession 
development and several heavily used 
trails. During the summer, they serve as 
wildlife ambassadors for hundreds of 
park visitors. And, the female of this pair 
wears a numbered collar on her neck. 
She and her mate take a prominent 
position both in the memories of park 
visitors, and in the long-term records of 
Grand Teton National Park and the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department. 

There are three trumpeter populations 
in North America. The pen and her 
family reside in Wyoming year round and 
are part of the tri-state (Montana, Idaho 
and Wyoming) subpopulation. Since 
1978, a number of agencies have 
cooperated to produce a detailed, long-
term study and intensive management 
plan for trumpeters. GTNP Resource 
Specialist Bob Wood, Wyoming 
Waterfowl Biologist Dave Lockman and 
other cooperators are studying trumpeter 
migration, habitat, life cycle chronology, 
and behavior as part of this overall 
study. Their work takes time, money and 
most importantly, long-term 
commitment. 

Why put this much effort into a bird? 
There are as many reasons as there are 
visitors to GTNP. Here the swans are a 
highly visible wildlife resource for 
visitors. Sixty percent of the people who 
turned in bird lists to the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department reported 
seeing swans in the Jackson area. To 
return visitors at Christian pond, the 
continual summer presence of the same 
pair brings a sense of well-being. Also, 
the survival of each swan is important to 
the survival of the population. Once on 
the verge of extinction from the lower 48 
states, trumpeters have responded to 
protection and have increased in 
numbers. But, over the last 20 years, the 
size of the Wyoming flock has slowly 
declined. The resident population in 
Wyoming now numbers only about 100. 
Bob Wood, Dave Lockman and other 
concerned professionals want to discover 
the reasons for this decline so they can 
act now to maintain the population, and 
expand it if possible. 

It takes a long-term study to unravel 
the "whys" of population decline in a 
long-lived bird like the trumpeter swan. 
After 3 years of vigorous study, Lockman 
feels he's only beginning to understand 
what he calls the "real problems;" those 
factors that influence the growth or 
decline of the Wyoming flock. By 
collaring and tracking a total of 37 
swans, he is getting very close to 
understanding their life cycle, habitat 
needs and migration patterns. For 
example, the resident Wyoming swans are 
joined in the winter by increasing 
numbers of migrating Canadian swans. 
Some winters the two flocks consume all 
readily available food. Since adult 
survival and reproductive success are 
related to quantity of winter forage, 
competition from the Canadian birds may 
be limiting the viability of the Wyoming 
flock. There are other suitable wintering 
areas available, but the Wyoming birds 
are slow to find and use them. One of 
Lockman's challenges is to learn where 
those potential new wintering areas are, 
and how to encourage the Wyoming 
swans to use them. 

While Lockman works to understand 
swan management needs outside the 
parks, Wood acts to monitor and protect 
swans inside GTNP. He suspects that 
excessive disturbance of nesting swans 
can reduce productivity, so last year he 
recommended restricting visitor access to 
the Christian Pond pair during the critical 
incubation period. This strategy was 

successful due to visitor and concession 
cooperation, and will be used for other 
park pairs next year. Although 
manipulative management is not usually 
a part of park policy, Wood feels it is 
justified in cases where it makes up for 
human interference. For example: when a 
trail was put in around Hedricks Pond, 
and high human traffic forced the 
resident pair to abandon the only 
available nest site, Wood provided a new 
nest platform in a more protected 
location. 

It will take several years to collect the 
information still needed to give a clearer 
picture of nesting and habitat 
requirements, and to develop methods for 
expanding the Wyoming flock's use of 
suitable habitats. Bob Wood, Dave 
Lockman and the volunteers who work 
for them will get that information by 
continuing to collar and follow marked 
swans, identify all potential swan habitat, 
and investigate food quantity and quality 
in both summer and winter areas. From 
this they will adjust and improve their 
management strategies in efforts to 
maintain and expand the flock. 
Over the next several years, the collared 
swans in Wyoming will continue to 
generate valuable data for resource 
managers. In particular, the family at 
Christian Pond and other pairs on 
Hedricks, Swan and Two Ocean lakes are 
of great importance to Grand Teton for 
in their roles as ambassadors; these swans 
teach us how to value them without 
disturbing them, and how to help 
preserve them for future generations. 

It's November, and most summer 
ponds are iced over. For three weeks 
now, trumpeter swans from all over the 
area have been congregating at a 
wintering area on the National Elk Refuge 
near Jackson, Wyoming. Most of the 
Wyoming collared swans are accounted 
for—but the Christian Pond family with 
their five cygnets is missing. Finally on 
November 7, Dave Lockman sees them in 
a pond on the Elk Refuge—they've 
arrived with four of their five cygnets. 
Loss of any young is unforunate, but this 
pair has been more successful than most. 
The excitment among the swans is 
tangible. So many in one area now, after 
a summer of near isolation! There is a 
great deal of honking, head bobbing and 
wing flapping as the swans greet or 
threaten each other. Winter is here, and 
the swan social season has begun. 
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Donation boxes catch eye of Director Mott 

Donation boxes that blend 
comfortably into their surroundings while 
paradoxically reaching out to grab the 
attention of the visitor caught Director 
Mott's eye on a recent trip to Pecos and 
Fort Union National Monuments, N.M. 

The Fort Union collection box is a 
heating stove dated 1882, which was dug 
out of the museum's storage area and put 
into service to fire up visitor interest in 
contributing. Donors can put their money 
right into the firebox, while listening to 
interpreter Eve Smith explain how the 
stove once survived a tornado. 

At Pecos, local carver Jim Thomas, 
who carved the corbel beams inside the 
new E. E. Fogelson Visitor Center, also 
carved a collection box in the style of the 
beams that draws frequent visitor 
comment. 

"Our cultural awareness program 
would have been cut without the 
contributions from the box," said Pecos 
Superintendent John Bezy. 

"We have a new, 37-star garrison flag 
flying over the fort, which we wouldn't 
have otherwise," noted Fort Union 
Superintendent Clark Crane. Winds that 
whip across the plains at Fort Union 
shredded the old one. 

"Donation boxes give visitors an 
opportunity to directly contribute to their 
national treasures and help create for the 
donor a special kinship and pride in their 
National Park System," said Management 
Efficiency Coordinator Jim Donoghue. 

Regional Director Bob Kerr said that 
more than half of the regions parks help 
create visitor pride with donation boxes. 

Fort Union donation box. 

Park training pays 
dividends at home 

Nancy Courtney, an instructor for 
Zion National Park's Nature School 
program, recently applied some of the 
training she received in the park in a very 
personal way, reports Assistant 
Superintendent Jim Brady. 

Nancy's story goes as follows: "I stood 
beside my brother's hospital bed, the 
second time in as many months. Jeff had 
been ill for quite some time. His doctors 
had done all kinds of tests on him, and 
they felt cancer of the colon and/or 
Crohns disease would be most likely. 
Once again, I heard myself saying, "But, 
Jeff, you have all the classic symptoms of 
Giarida! Have them test you for that!" 
How did I know the symptoms of 
Giarida? I had never heard of it two 
years ago, but in the spring of 1984, I 
went to work in Zion National Park. 
Being educated about Giardia was part of 
my training. 

"My brother was sent home from the 
hospital after a week of intravenous 
feeding and treatment. Given a special 
diet and medication, still his condition 
proceeded to worsen. Now his doctors 
were telling him that a colostomy would 
be most likely! He had asked for tests for 
Giardia, but both had come back 
negative. Still, I felt he had all of the 
symptoms and continued to harp on it. 
His surgeon recommended he go to the 
University of Utah Hospital for a second 
opinion. He had all the same tests. He 
had Giardia!! 

"He is now back to work and feeling 
good again. Giardia is treatable. He may 
or may not have recurring bouts with it 
again in the future. However, he'll know 
what he is fighting. 

"For all of the many times an NPS 
employee repeats, 'If you plan to drink 
the water from natural water sources, be 
sure and treat it first because it may 
contain Giardia,' I salute you. You may 
be saving someone from serious 
complications, more serious than you 
could even guess!" 

To date, there has been no 
documented cases of Giardia in Zion 
National Park. "Our staff, such as 
Nancy, make a real concentrated effort to 
inform the park visitor," Brady said. This 
educational alert is well worth the 
effort—considering the possible 
consequences. 
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Antietam's "Old Time Christmas'7 

MOUND CITY GROUP NM, Ohio—On 
Nov. 24, Director Mott visited this 
prehistoric Indian site in southcentral 
Ohio. In a taped interview by Mike 
Smith of WBEX-WKKJ, Director Mott 
said that he came to visit with the staff at 
the small area because he intends to 
emphasize the great diversity of the more 
than 300 units of the National Park 
System. Traditionally, there has been a 
greater emphasis placed on the so-called 
crown jewels, such as Yellowstone, 
Grand Canyon and Yosemite and some 
others. But every unit is important, and it 
is itself a jewel in the crown, whether 
large or small; and each has been added 
to the System by Congress because of its 
particular significance in our heritage. 

Mr. Mott added that "Mound City 
will be here in the future despite 
whatever budget cuts may have come 
along." He said, "I hear talk all the time 
about cuts, but Congress has been very 
good to the National Park Service. And I 
think that we have the creativity and the 
dedication in our staff to survive even if 
there are cuts. Because when you find 
you have less money, you become more 
creative in solving problems. 

"I'm encouraging our people to 
become more creative—to make what I 
call calculated risk decisions. When the 
facts are in, make the decisions! 
Sometimes we are going to make wrong 
decisions, but it's important to make 
decisions, to think creatively, to solve 
problems." 

In summing up, the Director said that 
his 12-Point Plan is designed to provide a 
basic perspective for planning and 
management decision-making, as well as 
career development for employees. 

Volunteer George Coddington and Ranger Paul Chiles display items that soldiers might have 
received from home at Christmas, such as a "housewife" or sewing kit, shirt, fruit and candy. 

Christmas trees, carols, greeting 
cards and Santa Claus are just some of 
the customs that gained wider acceptance 
and popularity during the Civil War. On 
December 23, 1985, visitors to the park 
found out about these and other holiday 
customs of the period Christmas." 

The battlefield visitor center was gayly 
decorated with greens, as was the custom 
in the 19th century. The lobby was 
decorated with a cedar tree with 
popcorn, homemade wooden ornaments, 
bows and peppermint sticks. While 
volunteers in period costume served 
cider, candy, apples, nuts and cookies, 
another volunteer along with a park 
ranger dressed as Union soldiers and 
discussed Christmas in camp. Examples of 
what would be a typical "care package" 
sent from the home front by the Ladies 
Aid Society were shown and discussed 
with visitors. Included in such packages 
could have been a new shirt (without 
lice), canned strawberries, and hidden 
inside a Christmas turkey may have been 
a bottle of Old Monongahela Rye 
Whiskey. Although a camp Christmas 
tree was not available, the soldiers 
explained that if they had one, it might 
be decorated with hardtack and saltpork. 
A special slide talk in the theater 
described Christmas on the homefront 
and at the battle front for both North 
and South. One interesting point brought 
out was that our present day image of 
the roly poly, jolly fellow known as 

Santa Claus, was fostered by Civil War 
artist Thomas Nast. One of his renditions 
of Santa, even featured him in a Union 
Army camp passing out presents. Even 
the tragedy of war did not dampen the 
spirits of the men in the ranks during 
Christmas time. Ironically, just 12 days 
after the bloody battle of Fredericksburg 
on Decembe 13, Union and Confederate 
soldiers were exchanging gifts on the 
picket line. 

The staff also prepared a special 
brochure for the event which featured 
advertisements extracted from December 
issues of Civil War period newspapers. 
For example, a store in nearby 
Hagerstown, Md., advertised a "Skating 
Lantern" (to be worn on the hat) with a 
"brilliant light" that would "render 
accidental collisions impossible." The 
price—$1.00! 

Extensive coverage was given to 
Antietam's "Old Time Christmas" in 
newspapers throughout the four-state 
area of Md., Pa., W. Va. and Va. A 
local TV station covered the event and 
featured it in a special segment on their 
news program. The enthusiastic 
cooperation of park staff, volunteers and 
the support of local communities made 
this program so successful that visitation 
was increased by more than four times 
from previous years during the same 
period. 

-Ted Alexander 
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FORT McHENRY NM, Md.— Director 
Mott added another title to his list of 
accomplishments as he became an 
"Honorary Colonel" of the Fort McHenry 
Guard. As the honorary colonel, he 
reviewed the Guard of snappily dressed 
volunteers-in-the-park as well as members 
of the U.S. Navy drill team and color 
guard from Washington, D.C., as they 
stood at attention at one of the park's 
August tattoo ceremonies. 

Last summer, the park staged five 
tattoos with participation by units of the 
U.S Army, U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast 
Guard. 

Tattoo ceremonies have been part of 
the summer program at Fort McHenry 
for 20 years and have been enjoyed by 
thousands of visitors from the Baltimore-
Washington area. 

The Fort McHenry Guard is a group 
of volunteers-in-the-park and park staff 
dressed as were those who defended 
Baltimore during the 1814 British attack 
that inspired Francis Scott Key to write 
the "Star Spangled Banner." 

Director Mott reviewing the Fort McHenry Guard accompanied by Captain Ernest 
Peterkin. (Photo by park ranger, Jerry Backof) 

HOT SPRINGS NP, ARK.-When 
Director Mott recently visited the park to 
review plans, projects, and proposals, he 
arrived with full acknowledgement. 
Federal, state and city officials were out 
in force to welcome him with true 
southern hospitality. U.S. Senator and 
Mrs. Dale Bumpers, U.S.Congressman 
and Mrs. Beryl Anthony, Jr., Governor 
Bill Clinton, Mayor Jim Randall and an 
entourage of numerous other citizens 
interested in the park put their best foot 
forward to express their interest and 
concern for the park. 

Director Mott impressed upon the 300 
townspeople that Federal funding would 
in all likelihood not be available for all 
the projects in the city area outside the 
national park, and it will take a new 
approach with a "think big" philosophy 
to return the desired activities to the 
downtown area. He stated that he 
believed the downtown area can be 
revitalized but it will require the efforts of 
everyone; the Federal Government cannot 
do it all. The National Park Service will 
help in whatever cooperative effort it 
can. 

(From left) Superintendent Roger Giddings, Director Mott, and Governor Bill Clinton 
walking on Bathhouse Row. 
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