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Urban projects widen Park Service horizons 
By Grant W. Midgley 

Public Affairs Off ice, WASO 

The morning fog that often 
enshrouds Point Loma has l i f ted, and far 
below bright sunlight sparkles on the 
blue waters of the Pacific Ocean and San 
Diego Harbor. 

Accompanied by park rangers, a group 
of six persons in wheelchairs begins a 
tour of Cabril lo National Monument . The 
guests take photographs of the 
magnificent view from the visitor center, 
then the group sets a leisurely pace for a 
visit to other parts of the national 
monument. An important stop is the 
statue of Juan Rodriguez Cabri l lo, the 
Portuguese explorer who, in the Service 
of Spain, sailed up this coast in 1542. 
More pictures are taken here, all along 
the way and at the last stop, at the o ld 
Point Loma Lighthouse. 

This is a Camera Walk, originated at 
Cabrillo in 1976 as a Bicentennial project 
by former superintendent "Tommy" 
Tucker, and reinstituted in 1979 for the 
Urban Initiative. Using polaroid cameras 
purchased by the park, "we are able to 
provide the participants with an efficient 
learning tool that becomes their 'eye of 
the m ind ' to capture on f i lm memories of 
a special visit,'' said Tom. Six individuals, 
either mentally or physically 
handicapped, were invited for each walk, 
and each visit was arranged to meet their 
requirements. And Cabrillo gave each a 
small photo album for their pictures. 

The United Cerebral Palsy Association 
of San Diego wrote to say that 
participants "always return to the center 
with lots of news to share with the others 
about their adventures at Cabri l lo." 

Cabril lo was just one of more than 40 
areas of the National Park System 
participating when former Director 
Whalen launched the Urban Initiative 
early in 1979. 

For special interpretive activities, $1.4 
mil l ion of FY 1979 money was provided, 
but some parks put on their Urban 
Initiative programs without additional 
funds. 

"The Urban Initiative Program is much 
more than newly funded special 
programs," Whalen had said. "To a 

Camera Walk participants leave the statue of 
luan Rodriguez Cabrillo, Cabrillo NM, Calif. 

gratifying extent, it is also the 
continuation of—and increased attention 
to—the remarkable array of interpretive 
and visitor services already offered to 
urbanites." 

Responsibility for the Urban Initiative 
(Ul) was assigned to Deputy Director 
Hutchison. 

Stated purposes of the program were: 
• To identify and undertake activities to 

meet needs of urban populations. 
• To help city dwellers enhance their 

understanding of natural and cultural 
heritages and the need to preserve 
them. 

• To develop programs to inform these 
people on the availability and uses of 
national parklands and historic sites. 
A memorandum to the field listed 

several possible categories of Ul activity: 
Making citizens more aware of the 
environment; expanding NPS 
involvement with local people in job 
training, conservation, recreation and 
educat ion; increasing understanding of 
recreational opportunit ies like hik ing, 

backpacking and water sports; and 
advancing cultural opportunities—arts, 
exhibits, music, plays and handicrafts. 

The Ul covered a wide range of areas 
and projects, from developing studies at 
Gettysburg National Historical Park, Pa., 
to learning about Tlingit Indian 
handicrafts at Sitka National Historical 
Park, Alaska, and from interpreting the 
role of black soldiers in the West at Fort 
Larned National Historic Site, Kans., to 
exhibit ing living history at Fort Pulaski 
National Historic Site, Ga. 

(Most participating parks presented 
more than one program, and it is not 
possible here to mention nearly all of 
them. COURIER has discussed the Urban 
Initiative previously, and has carried 
short descriptions of a number of 
projects.) 

As it happened, the Urban Initiative 
served three groups most directly— 
chi ldren, the elderly, and handicapped 
persons. 

Some Ul activities left permanent 
community benefits. One of these was 
carried out at Blue Ridge Parkway, Va.-
N.C., where an Appalachian Resource 
Center has been set up. It fills a need that 
has been growing for many years for 
more easily accessible information about 
the cultural traditions of the Southern 
Highlands, traditions that embrace such 
topics as the Appalachian dulcimer, 
mountain food customs and the making 
of quilts and chairs. The Center's major 
effort is the development of education 
resource "packages" for use by schools 
and community groups in the Asheville, 
N.C., metropoli tan area. Housed at the 
Center is an expanding library of f i lm, 
slide and tape presentations, albums and 
cassette tapes of traditional music, and 
selected books and journals. 

"As an environmental education and 
community service program, the 
Resource Center has met with 
exceptional response within the region," 
says Gary Everhardt, Blue Ridge 
superintendent. 

Jerry L. Schobe/, superintendent of 
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial 
in St. Louis, says that their Ul objective 
was " to give children from the public 
housing areas an opportuni ty to 



Urban initiative, 7979, Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, Mo. 

participate in traditional arts and crafts 
activities, to enhance their knowledge of 
the history of westward expansion, and 
to help them perceive the memorial as an 
integral part of their urban 
environment. ' ' 

The youngsters learned how American 
Indians made paint by heating with 
animal fat a mixture of ground-up earth 
colors and crushed berries, which they 
then used to paint hides, cave walls, cliff 
faces and parts of the body. 

)NEM duplicated this practice 
somewhat, mixing powdered tempera 
colors. Using either brushes or twigs, the 
chi ldren painted symbols and stick 
figures to tell stories, or made pictures of 
exhibits in the Museum of Westward 
Expansion. They also tried "sand 
paint ing," first applying designs with 
white glue, then sprinkling on sand dyed 
with food color. 

An outstanding fact about the Ul 
program, Deputy Director Hutchison has 
pointed out, "is the extraordinary 
number of outside groups that have 
cooperated with NPS. These include 
community organizations, governmental 
units, church bodies, commercial 
enterprises, labor and educational 
organizations, and social clubs." 

A noteworthy example of such support 
occurred at Fort Point National Historic 
Site in San Francisco, where the fourth 
annual Spanish Christmas Celebration 
was held the second week in December. 

(The Spanish first celebrated Christmas in 
this region in 1776.) 

The 1979 event featured traditional 
Spanish dancing, the Procession of the 
Posada, Mariachis, and Pinatas. (The 
Procession reenacts the effort of Mary 
and Joseph to find a place to lodge in 
Bethlehem, the Pinatas are large clay 
animals fi l led with candies, and Mariachis 
are brass and string bands.) The 
celebration was sponsored by NPS, the 
Fort Point and Army Museum 
Association and the San Francisco 
Spanish-speaking community. Numerous 
other community and religious groups 
were involved, and funding assistance 
came from many business and other 
organizations. More than 4,000 persons 
participated or watched. 

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, in 
cooperation with the City of Chicago, 
entertained senior citizens, bringing in 
by bus groups of about 50. The first stop 
was Bailly Homestead, where the visitors 
watched demonstrations of crafts from 
the early 1900s. After lunch, the group 
spent a relaxing afternoon at the beach. 
While enjoying a pleasant day, 
participants discovered what is available 
for them at Indiana Dunes. Evaluations 
were requested, and these quotes 
illustrate the visitors' appreciation: 

" . . . a wel l-planned excursion . . . " 
" . . . a very sweet touch was your guitar 

and sing-along session . . . " 
" . . . a beautiful park, the first I had 

seen of it, and the whole day was greatly 
enjoyed by all . . . " 

The largest of several Urban Initiative 
projects undertaken by the Pacific 
Northwest Region was an 8-month 
presentation of "Gold Fever." This play 
was presented under contract by the 
University of Washington School of 
Drama at Klondike Gold Rush National 
Historical Park—Seattle Unit, on 
weekends from June through 
September. And the play was taken on 
tour, showing more than 200 times 
throughout the Puget Sound vicinity. 
Performances with a signing interpreter 
were arranged for the deaf. 

The 40-minute show depicts the life 
and times of a stampeder during the 
great Klondike Gold Rush of the late 
1800s. The author tells his story through 
use of the miner's letters and diary, live 
folk music, and slides of old 
photographs. 

Twenty organized groups and many 
individuals enjoyed a summer program at 
Rocky Mountain National Park, Colo. 
Activities ranged from providing sign 
language interpretation at the front desk 
and on the trail to taking mentally 
retarded adults on half-day hikes. One 
cooperative project comprised bus 
transportation from and to Denver, a visit 
to Moraine Park Visitor Center and a 2-
hour discovery walk on the Cub Lake 
Trail. The Estes Park Lions Club provided 
dinner, breakfast and overnight 
accommodations for a group of deaf-
blind adults. 

"Most of these activities elicited 
extremely positive responses from 
participants and group leaders," said 
Superintendent Chester Brooks. Chet 
also praised the help given by a VIP 
volunteer. 

De Soto National Memorial , in the 
vicinity of St. Petersburg, Fla., presented 
three principal Ul programs, one for 
seniors and handicapped persons, the 
other two on solar energy and 
environmental education. A "people 
reached" analysis showed this: 

Number of programs 182 
Persons participating 2903 
Kinds of people: 

School pupils 415 
Aged 2212 
Regular visitors 240 
Special populations 36 

Superintendent Richard F. Hite reports 
that the response has been so good, 
especially from the senior citizens and 
handicapped groups, that the park is 
working to extend and expand programs 
for future years. 

Cape Cod National Seashore found 
Ul an opportuni ty to introduce children 
f rom greater Boston to the outdoor 
wor ld and the natural and historical 
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Children iron) Boston enjoy the beach .if < ape Cod NS. Mass. 

features of the cape. Recruitment and 
transportation were contracted to the 
Youth Enrichment Services (Y.E.S.) 
organization of Boston. 

At the park, two rangers met the 
youngsters. An introductory talk covered 
a ranger's job, purchase of Cape Cod 
lands, and rules to be observed for the 
day. An "overwhe lming" point ot 
interest was the great beach of the 
national seashore. Accordingly, many 
activities were conducted there. 
Lifeguards demonstrated water safety 
and lifesaving techniques. After a 
luncheon barbecue, the young visitors 
collected "sea cri t ters" (which, ot course, 
were put back) and shells and rocks, and 
took a swim in the ocean. 

"The 3:30 departure always came too 
soon," reported Superintendent Herbert 
Olson, "and with much reluctance the 
children boarded the buses for the 
return trip to Boston. But memories of 
the day remained to be related to 
families and friends at home, stimulating 
further curiosity and anticipation of a 
return to Cape Cod. . . . " 

Saugus Iron Works National Historic 
Site, Mass., offered three summer 
programs for chi ldren. Numerous 
activities relating to 17th-century crafts 
were undertaken, among them wool 
washing, carding and spinning, 
cheesemaking, weaving with cardboard 
and wooden looms, making bottle dolls, 
stringing seed beads and sewing 
patchwork. Youngsters also participated 
in gymnastics classes and special tours of 
the area. The gymnastics instructor and 
her assistant both were VIP volunteers. 

The season ended with a celebration of 
the 350th anniversary of the settlement of 
Saugus. The park presented a week of 

historic events, exhibits and fireworks, 
and field a reception for 250 town 
officials and invited guests. 

A "Day in the Parks" at Fire Island 
National Seashore, N.Y., brought to this 
popular barrier island area youth, 
minority and handicapped citizens who 
usually do not have the opportuni ty of 
visiting. Fire Island paid for 
transportation to the seashore and 
provided interpretive services. In 1979 
this program served 5,500 Long Island 
residents ranging in age from 
kindergarten pupils to senior citizens. 

For the third year, the national 
seashore conducted its "Parks to the 
Communit ies" program, designed to let 
the summer occupants of the island— 
some 40,000 persons—know about the 
services, facilities, plans and philosophy 

of the National Park Service. A seasonal 
interpreter presented 60 nature walks, 
slide programs and other services. 

Util izing Floyd Bennet Field as its site, 
Gateway National Recreation Area, N.Y.­
N.J., conducted "Ecology Village," a tent 
camping project to teach children about 
the earth and sea as food sources, and 
the importance of energy conservation. 
Three village campsites were used, 
located in a pine grove planted more 
than 10 years ago as part of the Keep 
America Beautiful program of which Mrs. 
Lyndon Johnson was a principal sponsor. 
More than 1300 children participated in 
2-day sessions at the camp. Following the 
success of the summer season, Gateway 
conducted several autumn programs at 
Ecology Village. 

Cooperating to get the village opened 
were the Appalachian Mountain Club 
(campsite design), the Job Corps 
(building orientation and crafts rooms) 
and the Young Adult Conservation Corps 
(clearing campsites). Participating 
recreation groups were required to send 
leaders to a 2-day workshop that 
included a night camp-out. 

Statue of Liberty National Monument 
reported that of four Ul programs, the 
most successful was a School Reservation 
activity. More than 550 groups registered 
for it on Liberty Island and 345 at Ellis 
Island. The program included winter 
educational workshops, walking tours of 
the islands in the spring and fall, and 
films with fo l low-up discussions. A 
Brooklyn public school chose the 
American Museum of Immigration for its 
"adopt a museum" program, and a 
special exhibit room for older and 
handicapped received much wider use 
than had been anticipated. The national 
monument also conducts school 
workshops on use of the Museum. 

Independence National Historical 

An international folk dance group at the City Gardener's Harvest Fair, Gateway NRA. N.Y.-NJ. 
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Park, in Philadelphia, presented an 
experimental program to 72 groups of 
children attending kindergarten through 
third grade . By letting the youngsters 
touch reproduced objects f rom the past, 
they were introduced to differences 
between life in the 18th century and our 
own. Based on answers to 
questionnaires, the teacher response to 
the program was "extremely favorable," 
and it was continued through the fall. 

Writ ing on the relationship between 
Independence Park and the School 
District of Philadelphia, which he 
described as " long and un ique, " 
Superintendent Michael P. Marcase also 
noted: 

"Each year, approximately 25,000 
children f rom all the Philadelphia Public 
Schools visit the park . . . for specially 
designed curr iculum-oriented lessons." 

In the parklands and historic sites in 
and near Washington, D.C., National 
Capital Region expanded cultural and 
recreational activities of significance to 
various age and nationality groups. 
Following are examples of these projects: 

At Frederick Douglass Home, the 
Everyday Living Program informed fourth 
grade students on techniques and 
practices of the 19th century relating to 
food preservation and use of herbs, types 
of clothing worn , and grooming. 

A series of evening programs at Clara 
Barton National Historic Site took up 
such topics as Victorian Washington, 
preservation of Clara Barton House, 
energy usage in the 19th century, and 
Clara Barton and the Red Cross. 

Glen Echo Park presented a 
participation-in-the-arts program for the 
elderly, events and activities of special 

interest to Afro-American and Latin 
communit ies, and arts education for 
handicapped adults. 

At Theodore Roosevelt Island, 
interpretive walks were conducted in 
Spanish and Vietnamese, and "ou t reach" 
programs were provided for these 
language communities nearby. 

Rock Creek Park trained urban group 
leaders in environmental matters, and 
conducted arts, crafts and games projects 
designed to attract ethnic groups. 

Regional Director Jack Fish said these 
experiences had given NCR "new 
insights into the problems of making 
park sites and facilities more appealing 
and accessible to the many different 
groups that make up the urban 

populat ion." 
Citing the experience of NCR and 

other Ul participants, Deputy Director 
Hutchison singled out transportation as a 
major l imit ing factor to enjoyment of 
the parks by city dwellers. 

"Clearly, the diff iculty that elderly, 
handicapped or low income persons 
have in getting to and from parks 
becomes paramount," he said. " In a few 
parks, we were able to help out last 
summer, and are doing so again this 
summer, but we must give much more 
thought to this problem." 

Hutchison declared that lack of 
funding for an Urban Initiative program 
in FY 1980 is disappointing to parks and 
patrons alike. 

"Regardless of fiscal restrictions, we 
should try to carry out as many of the 
same activities as possible, some perhaps 
in reduced form, some with more 
volunteer help and some with more 
cooperation from others," he said. 

The Deputy Director noted that he 
gives much credit for the success of the 
Urban Initiative to the park managers 
and interpretive people who were 
involved. 

" In most cases, interpretive staffs were 
on the front line in the 1979 Ul ef fort ," he 
said. And Hutchison believes the Urban 
Initiative was most worthwhi le for both 
the Service and the communities served. 

"NPS staff learned much about the 
people of their localities, their 
backgrounds and interests," he said. "We 
left the Park Service's 'calling card' at 
thousands of homes in many parts of the 
Nation. We have shown urban 
communities that we are truly interested 
in them, and how we contr ibute to a 
better quality of life for their cit ies." 
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Threats to the national parks 
Bv Robert L. Herbst, Assistant Secretary 

for 
Fish, Wildl i fe and Parks 

Cornelius Hedges, one of the early 
explorers of the Yellowstone area, in the 
late 1860s wrote these words: 

"It seems to me that God made this 
region for all the people and all the 
wor ld to see and enjoy forever. This great 
wilderness does not belong to us. It 
belongs to the Nation. Let us make a 
public park of it and set it aside. . .never 
to be changed, but to be kept sacred 
always." 

This was an incredibly prescient vision 
for an age whose keynote was "tame the 
wilderness"—the faster the better and no 
holds barred. 

But somehow the United States rose to 
that vision. Its people, in their wisdom, 
created the first System of national parks 
anywhere in the wor ld and set about to 
establish a tradit ion broad enough and 
deep enough to contain the cream of our 
natural heritage, the signal landmarks of 
our historic passage, and islands of 
recreation where human spirits and 
sinews could be exercised, human 
batteries recharged. 

Today that System is under the same 
set of sledge hammer attacks that 
menace the environment at large. Air, 
water and soil, in the various 
combinations that have made them 
precious to us as a people, are 
threatened with the wastes and 
destruction that " too m u c h " has brought 
wi th it. We have been the most-favored 
nation in our development and 
affluence; now we f ind that the piper 
who played such a seductive tune is 
standing at the doorway of every escape 
hatch as we flee the poisonous wastes 
our successes have generated—holding 
out his hand for payment. 

Parks are no exception. 
The boundaries we have drawn around 

our national park areas have not held 
back the smudged air and soiled water. 
No invisible filters frisk the breezes as 
they blow into the Grand Canyon, 
d imming the views that visitors have 
driven thousands of miles to glimpse. No 
security guard inspects the raindrops as 
they deliver acid to the heart of our most 
pristine lake and forest country. 

The "State of the Parks" report, 
gathered at the request of 
Representatives Phil Burton of 
California and Keith Sebelius of Kansas, is 
a litany of the kind of blurr ing of our 
national splendor that we all are 
increasingly familiar wi th in our everyday 
lives. In a nutshell, the initial findings 
from 310 of the 323 areas that make up 
the National Park System, indicate that 
land, air and water quality are suffering 

from a combinat ion of smoke and toxic 
chemicals f rom outside the parks, private 
land holdings within the parks, and 
logging and energy exploration activities 
adjacent to parks. 

It would be easy—and fatal—to lump 
"threats to the parks" into a single 
package and attempt to persuade the 
Congress to grant us huge additions to 
our budgets and extensions to our 
personnel ceilings in order to deal with 
it. This is not the way to deal—either with 
the Congress or with the threats to 
parks. 

The list that has been tentatively pulled 
together represents the best estimate of 
present park managers and the threats it 
describes are as diverse as the areas that 
make up the System. While such a list is 
instructive as an exercise in alerting the 
publ ic, the threats it enumerates have yet 
to be scientifically substantiated, and in 
any event cannot be dealt wi th as a 
package. 

The only way to turn this rising tide of 
degradation is to recognize its particular 
forms in the particular areas where these 
forms are occurr ing. To do this wil l 
require expertise in many fields. 

Science, which in the past has been 
relegated to orphan status, at last is being 
put to work on behalf of the resources in 
our care. And beyond science, we are 
determined to build into our park 
resource management and maintenance 
programs the day-to-day capabilities to 
recognize, to evaluate, and to take 
corrective actions as the needs arise. 

This is the tack we intend to take—the 
one that we are in fact already taking. 

As we move at the park roots level 
across the entire System to meet 
identif ied threats, we wil l be acting at the 
same t ime—through our interpretive 
programs and public participation 
activities—to present the National Park 
System as part and parcel of the whole 
American scene—not as some elitist craft 
manned by, and for, the favored few. 

The parks are our first line of defense 
only because the standards we have set 
for them are the highest. When parks are 
seen as t roubled, we can only know that 
the same trouble—trebled—awaits our 
cities and suburbs. 

The direct ion and momentum is 
established; only the point at which we 
draw the line remains to be determined. 

The National Park System represents 
the finest natural and historic pieces of 
our Nation's glorious past; it also 
constitutes the solid, pragmatic 
framework on which we hang today's 
"s tory" (tomorrow's history) and around 
which we recreate and restore our 
national sense of being. 

In other words, parks are not 
something separate f rom the rest of the 

Nation or its people. They are part of our 
national being, and when they are 
threatened, so are we and so is the 
Nation as a whole. 

When we think we aren't quite wel l , 
we take our temperature. If the 
thermometer registers a degree or two 
above normal, we don't faint or call an 
ambulance. We do take corrective 
action. 

That is where we stand with regard to 
the national parks. The condit ion is not 
good. It is also not disastrous. The fact 
that we recognize the need for 
corrective action is a start. The resolve to 
tackle the problems at their roots—in the 
individual park areas—through sensible, 
sensitive management and maintenance 
regimens, is, I th ink, the right decision. 

We plan to keep the public well 
informed as we address this problem of 
repair and redirection. As this 
Administration's emphasis on citizen 
participation draws more and more 
people into planning and decision­
making roles with regard to Federally 
owned and managed lands and 
resources, we are going to find out just 
how well people understand the 
problems and their own part in creating 
and curing them. 

If the parks have been doing their 
environmental education job, then the 
foundation for good, effective citizen 
action is in place. We are going to need 
all the understanding and support we can 
muster to stem the tide of largely human-
generated degradation. 

Superintendents can give us their 
subjective impressions, and research 
scientists can give us their objective 
assessments, but eventually it is human 
beings who wil l make the decisions and 
negotiate the trade-offs. 

The national parks are the crown 
jewels in our enviable U.S. environment, 
and any d imming of their luster signals a 
similar slippage in the quality of the 
national environment as a whole. Our 
national parks also represent a truly 
national standard of excellence—one 
that Americans in overwhelming 
numbers have indicated they cherish and 
would not want to see diminished. 

This makes the National Park System a 
place where the highest environmental 
quality and the highest commitment to 
that quality coincide. 

For this reason, I welcome the "State of 
the Parks" report; it provides the 
opportuni ty to meet what amounts to a 
national challenge on grounds where the 
Nation is most likely to respond wel l . 

As we prove that we can cope with 
these problems in the parks, we will be 
developing skills and attitudes for coping 
with the same problems outside the 
parks. 
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New Hall rededication 
By Charles A. Bentley 

Public Affairs Specialist 
Independence National Historical Park 

Retired Marine Corps General 
Wallace M. Greene, Jr., took part in the 
rededication of New Hall at 
Independence National Historical Park 
on May 9. During the past year, New Hall 
has been closed whi le new exhibits were 
being designed and installed. The 
exhibits portray the founding of the 
Marine Corps in Philadelphia in 1775, 
and the exploits of the Corps dur ing the 
American Revolution. The exhibits are a 
joint effort by the National Park Service 
and the Marine Corps Historical Center. 

Originally built in 1791 by the 
Carpenters' Company of Philadelphia, 
New Hall for its first 2 years housed the 
office of the first Secretary of War, Henry 
Knox, and his staff. In 1958, the original 
structure, then in a very poor condi t ion 
with little of the original bui lding intact, 
was torn down. Reconstruction began 
shortly thereafter, and since June 1965 a 
military museum has been housed in the 
reconstructed New Hall. 

Col. F. Brooke Neihart, USMC (Ret.) Independence NHP Superintendent Hobart C. CawocxJ, 
and former Marine Corps Commandant, General Wa//ace M. Greene, jr. 

New Hall wil l also be the permanent 
home of fourteen major paintings by Lt. 
Col. Charles Waterhouse, USMCR, 
depict ing Marines in the Revolution. 
Waterhouse, a World War II combat 
veteran, completed the series in honor of 
the 200th anniversary of the Corps. 

Mil itary and ceremonial units at the 
dedication included the Marine Corps 
Field Band from Quantico, Va., a Marine 
Corps color guard, Philadelphia's First 

City Troop, representatives of the 
Pennsylvania National Guard, and a 
detachment of Continental Marines f rom 
Rhode Island. 

Also taking part in the ceremony was 
Acting Mid-Atlant ic Regional Director 
James W. Coleman, Jr., and 
Independence National Historical Park 
Superintendent Hobart G. Cawood. 

Following the ceremony, the Friends of 
Independence National Historical Park 
hosted a reception in City Tavern. 

Carlsbad Caverns 
50th anniversary 

Director Dickenson became the first 
National Park Service Director in 16 years 
to have visited Carlsbad Caverns National 
Park, N.Mex., when he participated in 
marking the park's 50th anniversary on 
May 17. 

Shown here in the Caverns' Big Room 
shortly before the anniversary ceremony 
are (left to right) Secretary of the 
Interior Cecil D. Andrus, New Mexico's 
Governor Bruce King, Russ Dickenson 
and Carlsbad Cavern's Superintendent 
Donald A. Dayton. 

Earth Day 
in the Park Service 

The 10th anniversary of Earth Day, 
April 22, featured commemorations and 
activities of a varying nature throughout 
the National Park System. 

At Rocky Mountain National Park, the 
park was officially dedicated as an 
International Biosphere Reserve in 
ceremonies presided over by 
Superintendent Chester L Brooks. He 
unveiled a bronze plaque at the 
headquarters visitor center. 

Dr. Beatrice Wil lard, noted alpine 
specialist at Colorado School of Mines 
and former chairperson of the Council 
on Environmental Quality, gave brief 
remarks. She said, "Rocky Mountain 
National Park is one of the many 
biosphere reserves throughout the wor ld 
where man's impact on his environment 
wil l be studied and compared with other 
segments of our envi ronment." Dr. 
Wil lard was instrumental in getting 
Rocky Mounta in designated as an 
International Biosphere Reserve, a 
project sponsored by UNESCO as part of 

its " M a n and the Biosphere" program. 
Students from Park Elementary School 

in nearby Estes Park participated in Earth 
Day events. The second and third graders 
entered in an art contest posters and 
mobiles relating to energy conservation. 
Fifth and sixth graders attended a special 
interpretive program commemorat ing 
Earth Day. 

Across the country at Richmond 
National Battlefield Park, Va., 150 fourth 
graders f rom a nearby elementary school 
flew kites and threw frisbees and played 
other environmental games using wind 
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power. A poster contest was held. Park 
Interpreters Patrice Ferrell and Sam 
Shute and VIP Margaret Mer l ino 
coordinated activities. 

Earth Day festivities at Acadia National 
Park began at sunrise atop 1,532-foot 
Cadillac Mounta in . Tom White of 
Trenton, Maine, starting by playing 
"Amazing Grace" on his bagpipes. This 
also began the many events planned to 
commemorate the Year of the Coast. 
Two days later, Ben Emory, executive 
director of the Maine Coast Heritage 
Trust, received an NPS appreciation 

award f rom Superintendent W. Lowell 
White. Since 1970, the Trust has 
promoted the wise use of coastal land 
and assisted in acquiring scenic 
easements for NPS. 

At Mammoth Cave National Park, Ky., 
Superintendent Robert L Deskins 
welcomed 187 smallfry and teachers for a 
day of environmental awareness, 
including slide programs, craft 
demonstrations and a 5,000-meter foot 
race in which 141 runners participated. 
Boyd Evison, assistant director for Park 

Operations, spoke to the little ones on 
energy conservation. Oldt imer, Roe 
Estes, now ret ired, demonstrated the 
carving of torch sticks from hickory 
wood. Prior to the use of electricity, 
these torches were thrown along dark 
passages and overhanging ledges in the 
cave to light the way for visitors. 

At Virgin Islands National Park, the 
island residents participated in a clean­
up campaign. Everyone from cab drivers 
to campers, government employees and 
schoolchildren pitched in, according to 
Park Interpreter Pat Mortenson. 

Superintendent Robert L. Deskins holds the ribbon for Assistant Director 
Boyd Evison at the Earth Day dedication of Mammoth Cave's new 
environmental center. Photo by Ann Matera, Hart County Herald, Ky. 

Participation in Earth Day activities by school groups. Virgin 
Islands NP, V.I. 

Richard T. Greener. 

General Grant exhibit 
A special exhibit at General Grant 

National Memor ia l , N.Y., this summer 
highlights the life and accomplishments 
of the prominent black leader, Richard T. 
Greener. 

Greener was a personal fr iend of 
General Grant's and played an important 
role in the construction of the bui lding 
popularly known as Grant's Tomb. 

The exhibit , sponsored by the Park 
Service, was planned by David M. Kahn, 
curator, Manhattan Sites, and Ruth Ann 
Stewart of the Schomburg Center for 
Black Research of The New York Public 
Library. It wil l be on display f rom June 4 
through Oct. 31. 

The exhibit focuses on the milestones 
of Greener's long and distinguished 
career. Born the son of free black parents 
in Philadelphia in 1844, he was the first 
black to enroll at Harvard College in 
1865. It was there that he began a life­
long friendship with Ulysses S. Grant. 
After graduation, Greener became 

active in black education and was a 
professor at the University of South 
Carolina dur ing the Reconstruction 
period of the 1870s. When the university 

(Continued on page 8.) 
A memorial to Ulysses S. Grant, General 

Grant NM, N.Y. 
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was closed by the South Carolina 
legislature in 1877, he became professor 
and later dean of the law school at 
Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
During the next several years, he became 
nationally known as an intellectual and 
spokesman on black issues. 

After Grant's death in 1885, Greener 
was selected by the Mayor to serve on 
the Grant Monument Association of New 
York City. He was selected because of his 
personal friendship with Grant dating 
back to his Harvard days as well as his 
prominence in the black community. At 
the Association's first meeting, Greener 
was elected its secretary. He later became 
a trustee when the Association was 
incorporated. 

As secretary of the Grant Monument 
Association, Greener became its chief 
administrative officer. He ran its off ice, 
conducted its correspondence, and was 
the Assocation's principal spokesman. He 
was also active in soliciting contributions 
for the bui ld ing fund. Most importantly, 
he fostered the project during the 
protracted planning process and 
successfully guided it through problems 
of poor design and petty rivalries among 
Grant supporters. Greener stepped down 
as Secretary of The Grant Monument 
Association in 1892. But his loyalty to 
Grant's memory never faded and he 
served as a trustee of the General Grant 
monument until his death. 

Greener was an active member of the 
Republican party throughout his life. It 
was the practice of the Republican party 
to appoint prominent blacks to certain 
consular posts in recognition of the 
importance of the black vote. 
Accordingly, Greener applied to the 
Foreign Service and was appointed to the 
politically important post of 
Vladivostok, Siberia, by President 
McKinley in 1898. He held the position 
until 1905. After he returned to the 
United States, Greener assumed the role 
of elder statesman, wri t ing and lecturing 
with unflagging interest on the status of 
blacks in America. He died in Chicago in 
1922. 

National Maritime Museum of GGNRA 
Artifacts and pieces of the gold-rush 

ship Apol lo, which was discovered 55 
years ago dur ing construction of a garage 
for the Federal Reserve Bank of San 
Francisco, were presented to the 
National Mari t ime Museum of Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area, in a 
public ceremony Apri l 23. 

John J. Balles, president of the bank, 
made the presentation after the historic 
artifacts and a journal of the three-
masted ship's voyage from New York to 
San Francisco in 1849 were delivered to 
the museum by armored car. 

John H. Davis, who was acting general 
superintendent of Golden Gate at the 
t ime, said the artifacts would be put on 
display for the general public. 

In his remarks, Balles noted that the 
artifacts were discovered dur ing the 
excavation for an underground garage at 
Sacramento and Battery Streets behind 
the Federal Reserve Building. The bank 
wil l soon move to a new location. 
The only port ion of the ship that was 
uncovered was the stern, which had 
been used as a bar and eatery after the 
rest of the ship was converted into a 
warehouse and surrounded by land f i l l . 

After discovery of the Apol lo, bank 
officials became interested in the history 
of the vessel beneath their bui lding and 
acquired the log book of Joseph P. 
Beach, a 21-year-old merchant marine 
officer, a map of the ship's route, and 
other letters and memorabil ia. These 
were also donated to the museum. 

After the ship reached San Francisco, 
the crew deserted for the gold fields, so 
Beach—whose father owned the 
Apol lo—had her beached and converted 
into a warehouse. The upper portions of 
the ship were destroyed by a fire on May 
3-4,1851, along with two nearby ships, 
the Niantic and Euphemia, as well as a 

large part of the city. 
According to Beach's journal , 67 

passengers were crowded aboard the 

120-foot long, three masted, 420 ton fu l l -
rigged ship. The young gold seekers paid 
$75 for the trip which lasted 8 months. 

Acting General Superintendent jack Davis accepts historic artifacts from gold rush ship Apollo 
from Bank President John J. Balles, as Deckhand Tamerlane Hallaj carries historic pieces of the ship 
that sailed around Cape Horn in 1849. Photo by Kristi Humphrey. 

The bows of the ships Apollo (at left) and 
Niantic have street access in this inaccurate 
San Francisco sketch by artist Frank Marryat. 

The Apollo Saloon with the brig Euphemia 
in the foreground. 
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