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The island fox is smaller than its mainland
cousin.
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“Proud papa” northern fur seal and his pups
bask on Castle Beach on San Miguel Island.

Channel Islands

By Bruce Craig
Interpretive Specialist
Channel Islands National Monument,
California

A year ago, on March 5th, the
President signed legislation designating
five of California’s Channel Islands as a
national park. In addition to Anacapa and
Santa Barbara Islands, which were set
aside in 1938 as Channel Islands National
Monument, and San Miguel Island,
which since 1976 has been administered
by the Park Service, the park embraces
Santa Rosa and Santa Cruz Islands—the
two largest and topographically the most
diverse of the island chain in the Santa
Barbara Channel.

According to William H. Ehorn,
superintendent of the new park, “It is
primarily due to the stewardship of their
present owners that Santa Rosa and Santa
Cruz Islands have remained relatively
unspoiled.” The park bill, introduced by
Representative Robert Lagomarsino of
Ventura, and California Senator Allan
Cranston, authorized 30 million dollars
for acquisition of the 54,000 acres of
Santa Rosa Island and the approximately
7,000 acres of Santa Cruz, not currently

Continued next page.

Kelp beds and tidepools support many
species of fish and invertebrates.

Brown pelican rookery on West Anacapa
Island.

Wind erosion over the years created these
calcified “fossil forests.”




held by the Nature Conservancy. The
Conservancy is a private non-profit
corporation dedicated to preserving the
ecological values of the Nation. Says
Ehorn, “We will be meeting with the
Conservancy soon to work out a
cooperative management agreement.
Through this and similar agreements with
State and Federal agencies, such as the
U.S. Navy, which holds title to San Miguel
Island, the islands may be managed at a
minimum cost.”

The new park offers visitors an “island
experience” unique in the National Park
System. There are opportunities for
inward journeys of reflection and self-
awareness as well as active adventure and
discovery. Scenic wonders, including
rocky shores with steep volcanic cliffs
and rugged terrain broken by small
isolated beaches and wind-swept dunes,
remind visitors of the primordial past.

The geologic history of the Channel
Islands is intertwined with its biological
past. Most likely, the islands never were
connected with the mainland. However,
fossil discoveries on the islands provide
clues to the natural history of the
California coast. On San Miguel Island,
ancient eolian landforms including
calcified “fossil forests”” or caliche still
stand, giving the island landscape an
eerie almost alien appearance. The
charred remains of pygmy mammoth
found on Santa Rosa and San Miguel
Islands suggest that prehistoric man may
have lived in the area as long as 30,000
years ago. The recorded history of the
islands began in the fall of 1542, when
ships commanded by Juan Rodriguez
Cabrillo, the first European to set foot in
California, dropped anchor off the
Channel Islands. While making his epic
voyage of discovery up the west coast,
the explorer reported meeting scores of
Chumash Indians. They fished the rich
waters of the Santa Barbara Channel and
sailed to the mainland in sturdy plank
canoes. Apparently the California coastal
area was one of the most densely
populated aboriginal regions in North
America. Although all the Channel
Islands are rich in archeological values,
Santa Rosa and San Miguel are especially
significant, not only because of the sheer
number of sites but also because of their
antiquity and relatively undisturbed
condition.

Isolated from the mainland for
millenia, the islands host a variety of
unique plants and animals even though
grazing and farming activities in the 19th
and 20th centuries have destroyed or
altered many endemic plant
communities. The flora of Santa Barbara
Island has been ravaged for over 130
years by introduced grazing animals,
exotic plants, and agricultural and

military activities. Today an atmosphere
of man-made desolation prevails.
Vegetation on this, the smallest island of
the Channel Islands, consists primarily of
introduced grasses and shrubs, with only
small isolated pockets of native
vegetation. By contrast, some areas on
the larger islands, including Santa Cruz,
are still forested with dense woodland
communities. On all the islands though,
the spring wildflower displays are
spectacular, particularly when the yellow
flowers of the giant coreopsis or “tree
sunflower,” are in full bloom.

In addition to hosting over 85 rare and
endangered plant species, several
animals are also endemic to the Channel
Islands. To the discerning eye there is a
variety of invertebrates, reptiles,
amphibians and mammals, each distinct
as a result of evolution in isolation both
from the mainland and other island

Uists
5
v
-

PreeA

Vted

populations. All eight islands host a
different subspecies of deer mouse. The
island fox, a smaller form of the mainland
gray fox, is found on the six largest
islands and has evolved so that a different
subspecies populates each. Also, an
endemic spotted skunk is found on Santa
Cruz and Santa Rosa Islands and resides
in the islands’ wooded valleys and
canyons.

A rich and complex marine
environment including kelp beds and
untouched tidepools support myriad
forms of fish and invertebrates. Mussels,
starfish, sea anemones, and abalone
abound in great numbers. The subtidal
areas form the basis for a complex
ecosystem that supports the more visible
forms of life such as sea birds and marine
mammals.

While the California mainland
provides some roosting areas, a large

Channel Islands staff: (Top, left to right) Bill Ehorn, Kermit Bessett, Michael Hill, Christina
Horton, Craig Johnson, George Leone, Gary Robertson, David Stoltz and Wayne Pero.
(Bottom, left to right) Dana Seagers, Roger LeMere, Anne Bellamy, Diane Morrison,
Heather Leone, Norma Betta, Nicholas Whelan, Karen Jettmar and James Bellamy.



variety of sea birds are dependent upon
the islands for breeding and nesting
success. The rookeries on Santa Barbara,
Anacapa and San Miguel (Prince Island
and Castle Rock) are the major breeding
grounds of the Pacific. Of particular
importance is the brown pelican rookery
on West Anacapa Island. This island is the
principal breeding area in the western
United States for this prehistoric-looking
bird.

The Channel Islands are the last
stronghold for breeding colonies of seals
and sea lions (pinnipeds) in southern
California. In the 18th and 19th centuries,
hunters seeking furs and blubber oil
decimated the seal and sea lion herds
virtually to the point of extinction. Now
the pinnipeds are making a comeback.
Six species, more than are found in any
single place in the world, awe the visitor
to San Miguel’s Point Bennett. There, the

only breeding colony of northern fur
seals south of Alaska may be found. Also,
each year tens of thousands of seals and
sea lions “haul out” on the island
beaches to breed and raise their young.
Of interest to thousands of mainland
visitors are unique features and rich
recreational opportunities in the ocean
surrounding the islands. For years,
recreational boaters have sailed the
choppy waters, SCUBA divers have
photographed the colorful underwater
displays and “whale watchers” have
strained their necks to catch a glimpse of
the mammoths of the deep, the
migrating California grey whales. To
better acquaint park visitors with the vast
resources of the park, a new visitor
center and headquarters facility at the
Ventura Harbor will be constructed later
this year. There will be an information/
interpretive center, a two-story viewing

All of the Channel Islands boast spectacular spring wildflower displays.

deck and a 96-seat theater, as well as
office quarters for the park staff. Just
outside the door will be mooring spaces
for National Park Service vessels
including the recently launched Pacific
Ranger.

Superintendent Ehorn, who for 5 years
has been directing the park project, says
that he and his staff will spend the next
few years drafting a management plan
setting guidelines for the preservation
and use of the islands’ unique resources.
A transportation study will be initiated
and park visitation carrying capacities
established. Also, control of feral animals
and exotic plants, which through
accident or intent as a result of past
farming and ranching operations, will be
an integral part of the management plan.



Turning back
the clock
at Old Faithful Inn

By Alan Mebane
Yellowstone National Park

History is repeating itself in
Yellowstone National Park after 78 years.
Carpenters have been working hard all
winter, on the Old Faithful Inn, just as
they were in 1903-04, when the
distinctive building was constructed.
There are several differences, however,
that make the job in 1981 much easier.
“What,” you may ask, “is going on with
that great old landmark?”’

Everyone who has seen Old Faithful
geyser erupt—and there have been over
60 million people since 1904—has also
seen the high, gabled Inn standing to one
side as an almost natural part of the
scene. The sheer size of the log structure
is surprising, with its steeply pitched roof
rising 85 feet above a foundation of
native volcanic rock. The high central
mass of the Inn dominates the two 250-
foot wings, giving a total length of over
800 feet. These wings were added in 1913
and 1927 to increase the capacity of the
Inn to 350 rooms.

The greatest visual impact is reserved
for those who go inside the lobby for the
first time. There, all eyes are drawn
upward, past level after level of log
architecture resembling a forest of trees.
The immense space rises eight stories
from a floor 64-feet-square. The chimney
is a huge monolith of stonework with
eight fireplaces in its base. Everywhere is
the soft gleam of varnished logs in
peculiar shapes and curves.

The elegant, rustic architecture of the
Old Faithful Inn was designed by the
architect, Robert C. Reamer, when he
was 29 years old. He was one of the first
to use logs, shingles, boards, and native
stone, that over the next 30 years became
the “parkitecture” of the western
national parks.

Why was the big job of building the
Old Faithful Inn done in the winter, the
most difficult time of year to work
outdoors? Apparently the Yellowstone
Park Association which provided lodging
in those days decided to push ahead with
construction so that it could open the
doors to the public in 1904 and satisfy the
urgent demand for a quality hotel at Old
Faithful. The frame and roof were
completed before winter set in, so the
builders could work indoors during
much of the worst weather.

The work continuing through 1981 is

The high soaring roof and gable of the Old Faithful Inn present an unmistakable outline.
The replacement of its shingles will make it weathertight for years to come.

part of the tirst major rehabilitation that
the OId Faithful Inn has had since it was
constructed. After the interest held by
the Yellowstone Park Company was
acquired by the Government in 1979, the
building has received needed
restoration, as well as fire and safety
improvements. The new shingle roof and
siding have been the first order of
business to protect the structure from
further deterioration. Fire escapes and
doors were designed by the Denver
Service Center and added a year ago by
TWA Services, Inc., the present
concessioner. The necessary clearances
and approvals were obtained for the
modifications to this historic building,
which is on the National Register of
Historic Places. It was a case of resolving
the classic contradiction between making
an historic building meet fire and life
safety codes and still retain its original
charm without destroying the very
reason we save it.

The people who are hard at work on
the Inn this winter have hammered out
an impressive new chapter in its history.
An “inside” tour with DSC Historic
Architect Andy Beck, who is supervising
the project is an adventure in itself. As
Andy shows you details of design and
construction which the roofers are
carefully duplicating, you know that
much of his enthusiasm comes from his
love of the building. He and Dick
Anderson, the contractor, seem well
matched for this job.

Dick, who earlier performed historic
restoration work at Grant Kohrs Ranch
National Historic Site, Mont., for the

National Park Service, was awarded the
contract for the Old Faithful Inn when his
bid was approximately $300,000 less than
the next highest bidder. His crew of
roofers began work in the fall, with plans
to suspend operations when snow came.
It was dangerous enough, even with
scaffolds, catch platforms, and safety
lines, without the added hazard of snow
and ice.

The weather played unusual tricks this
year. After one big snowfall at Old
Faithful in early December, spring
seemed to return. Long weeks passed
under sunny skies, so the roofers stayed
on the job and made fast progress. It was
often warm enough to work “topless” in
January! This kind of weather made them
happy, while others in the West who
depend on snow for their livelihood or
recreation have despaired. Even when
winter did return in late January, Dick
and his sure-footed crew kept at it. The
next time you see the Inn, the intricate
and demanding job of replacing some
250,000 shingles will probably be
completed.

In the spring, there will be a finishing
touch to restore the roof to its historic
appearance. Rafters which originally
projected beyond the roof edge will be
restored with epoxy consolidation and
patching. This technique was pioneered
by NPS Regional Historical Architect
Rodd Wheaton through the efforts of
Drs. Harrison Goodall and Renee
Friedman. These new materials will blend
in with the historic fabric and help
ensure that the OId Faithful Inn is snug
and tight against the weather for many
years to come.



Craters of the Moon
uses solar energy

By Daniel R. Kuehn
Associate Regional Director,
PNWRO

The forces of energy—both natural
and man-made—have profoundly
shaped the landscape of Craters of the
Moon National Monument, Idaho, and
its surroundings. During the region’s last
period of volcanism that occurred 2
millenia ago, vast quantities of energy, in
the form of heat, were released from
cooling lava flows. Centuries after
nature’s energies subsided into
quiescence, man started to build his own
energy generating devices on the same
ground that had once itself been glowing
with energy.

In 1951, the U.S. Atomic Energy
Commission completed construction of
an experimental breeder reactor (EBR-1)
at the Reactor Testing Station, located
just 30 miles east of Craters of the Moon.
Soon afterwards, EBR-I began generating
the first electrical energy ever to be
produced by a nuclear reactor. Last year,
the staff at Craters of the Moon started
making its own unique contribution to
the region’s energy oriented traditions.

In the spring of 1980, Craters of the
Moon installed solar collectors in its
maintenance building, heralding the start
of what is rapidly becoming a model solar
energy conservation program. The solar
collectors provide space heating for
offices within the maintenance building.
The U.S. Department of Energy recently
approved grants for seven additional
projects involving solar hot water systems
to be installed in the Monument’s visitor
center and staff residences. These
projects are presently in the design stage,

Craters of the Moon Seasonal Park Technician Paul Henderson demonstrates the use of
the Energy Environment Simulator to a visiting 5th grade class.

and construction is expected to be
completed by fall of this year. The
Monument hopes eventually to harness
solar energy to provide space heating for
all of its facilities, funding permitted.

The enormous energies that the
Craters of the Moon staff have put into
energy conservation have been matched
by the equal enthusiasm with which they
have pioneered a unique environmental
education program. In searching for a
way to put more energy into
environmental education, the staff have
begun demonstrating the use of a device
called the “Energy Environment
Simulator” to schoolchildren in Arco,
Sun Valley and five other Southern Idaho
communities.

Complex-looking at first glance, the
Simulator is actually a simple computer

programmed with information regarding
present and future U.S. energy supplies
and demands, and the quantifiable
environmental effects of energy use.
During Park Service demonstrations,
students are actively encouraged to
query the Simulator, using it to help
answer such questions as where we
should place our future emphasis on the
development of energy supplies and
energy conservation.

The response to this Park Service
“outreach” program has been
enthusiastic among elementary and high
school classrooms alike. Such remarks
from students as, “Why don’t you give
this program to our parents?” reveal that
this innovative approach to
environmental education can stimulate
serious thought.

The Tokyo clipper

NCR Chief Horticulturist D. James
Lindsay (left) and botanist Roland
Jefferson of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s National Arboretum watch
as the first of Washington’s famous
cherry trees are pruned in preparation
for shipment to Tokyo. Pruning the tree
is Takao Watanabe, chief of Tokyo’s
Metropolitan Government Parks, who
was in the Nation’s Capital recently to
oversee preparation of the clippings.

The clippings will be grown to replace
cherry trees in Tokyo, where
Washington’s trees originated over 70
years ago as gift from Tokyo to the City of
Washington, D.C.

Photo by Bill Clark.



History comes alive

at Lincoln Home

By Charles E. Wieser
Public Affairs Officer, MARO

The way it was in Springfield, Ill., more
than 120 years ago . . .

That was what the staff at Lincoln
Home National Historic Site sought in re-
creating the sights, sounds and day-to-
day happenings when Springfield was the
home of Abraham Lincoln.

Focusing on the years our 16th
President lived in their city, the staff
devised entertaining and informative
methods in bringing the story to life.

Prompting the programs, which had
something of special appeal for all age
groups, was the belief visitors were a bit
weary of the manner in which the
Lincoln story had been told.

“The changing needs of the visitor and
the diverse talents of the park employees
found a rewarding meeting ground in
the park,” said Superintendent Al
Banton, Jr.

At times, the park was “like a three-
ring circus with something going on all
the time,” he said, adding the staff
experimented 3 years before
determining what would work best.

During the past two summers, visitors
were invited to participate in “Tunes of
the Times”—a depiction through lively
songs and dances of Mr. Lincoln’s wit and
wisdom. The program proved to be an
excellent vehicle to interpret the Lincoln
story to diverse groups, both at the
Lincoln Home and at other locations. In
another presentation a visiting 19th-
century newspaper reporter, who was
preparing a personality sketch of Mr.
Lincoln, helped visitors become better

Lincoln Home’s interpretive program
sometimes resembles a “‘3-ring circus” with all
the various activities. On left, Seasonal Peter
Givens introduces 2nd graders to “Tunes of
the Times” (Abe’s that is) and on right,
seasonals Judy Winklemann and Tom Haradan
cavort with toddlers celebrating Lincoln’s
birthday.

acquainted with the President-elect. A
third program featured two costumed
ladies, one of whom joined the audience
and interrupted the ranger’s
presentation during a conducted walk
through the Lincoln neighborhood. Soon
another costumed lady emerged from
one of the homes and began disagreeing
with the first lady’s account of the
neighborhood and its inhabitants. But
when the episode ended, walk
participants had a better understanding
and appreciation of what life was like
when Mr. Lincoln lived there.

During the off-season, second- and
fifth-grade schoolchildren participated
in scheduled interpretive programs. The
second-graders worked on pre-visit
materials before exploring the lifestyles
of former residents through stories,
games, demonstrations and a tour of the
Lincoln Home. The fifth-graders’
program included discussions of ideas of
particular interest to Mr. Lincoln and
how they could be applied to living
today.

For senior citizens, there was “Tea at

Two,” which allowed the elderly to recall
and discuss their earlier years and share
experiences, many of which were not too
different from those of Mr. Lincoln.
While participants had tea and cake,
rangers interpreted the use of period
furniture and clothing articles.

The staff designed other programs for
the deaf, blind and non-ambulatory.

Sign language interpreters
communicated the Lincoln story. Blind
visitors “saw”’ the face of Mr. Lincoln by
caressing a bust of his likeness and other
articles relevant to the Lincoln story.

A 12-minute narrated slide program
entitled “What a Pleasant Home Mr.
Lincoln Has” served non-ambulatory
visitors unable to enter the Lincoln
Home.

There were also annual interpretive
programs to commemorate holidays,
birthdays and other events central to the
Lincoln Home story. Games, stories and
songs marked the birthday of young Tad
Lincoln. Celebrations on the Fourth of
July and Washington’s Birthday included
re-creations of activities similar to those
experienced by Mr. Lincoln and his
fellow townspeople.

Still another popular feature was a re-
staging of the Lincoln-Douglas Debates.

Maintenance staff members, through
restoration work in the neighborhood,
greatly enhanced the visitor experiences.
Their craftsmanship also added
considerably to the interpretive
programs and services, Banton said.

Those involved in the programs were
delighted. by the enthusiastic visitor
participation, the favorable written
comments and the positive coverage by
local news media, Banton said.
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During WW I, the Army Corps of Engineers built the Lake Crescent Railroad .

The Young Adult Conservation Corps
at Olympic National Park, Wash., an 11-
person cadre of youths, aged 18-23, has
been busying itself with two projects this
spring.

YACCers are clearing the way for the
defunct Lake Crescent Railroad right-of-
way to become a bicycle/hiking path and
also assisting a nearby county park in
spring clean-up.

In the park, a 5-mile stretch of the old
railroad from the Lyre River Bridge to the
North Shore Road, the YACC is laying
out a trail for future Olympic bikers and
hikers.

The project is slated to take 3 years to
complete, according to Al Cunningham,
director of Youth Programs for the park.
In phase I, to be finished by this July,
YACCers will lay out the trail. Next year,
in Phase 11, the trail will be surfaced with
gravel. In 1983, Phase Il will complete
the trail with asphalt.

“The new bike/hike trail may well
become one of the most accessible, low
elevation trails in the park,” Cunningham
said. “Its level grade and restriction of
motor vehicles will make for a
comfortable, quiet experience along the
shores of Lake Crescent.”

The trail affords magnificient views
across the lake and bald eagles and heron
can often be spotted. Harliquin
ducks are common in spring.

Originally called the U.S. Spruce
Corporation Railroad, the track was laid
during WW | by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. The trains transported spruce
which was used in making airplanes.
Operations continued until 1951.

In 1954 the railroad was abandoned
and the tunnels closed.

At nearby Salt Creek County Park,
Cunningham has loaned out the YACC
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Railroad Bridge over the Lyre River, c. 1920.

troops to assist in a 1%2-month spring
clean-up.

Some of the projects include putting in
barbeque pits, repairing hand rails and
steps, trail clearing, painting buildings,
collecting litter, removing hazardous
trees, resetting campsite number posts,
cleaning bunkers and chopping fire
wood.

In an earlier project for Clallam
County, the YACC finished a IV2-mile trail
involving grading, brushing, drainage
work, installing water bars, clearing
streams, repairing bridges and clearing
fallen trees.

County Park Director Craig Jacobs and
County Park Ranger Bob Zindel agree
that the YACC group has completed an
exceptional amount of work which
otherwise would have been left undone.

Some of the YACC crew members
included Barbara Cook, Brenda Croxton,
Jerry Dunlap, Crista Huth, Dan Liquori,
John Mullenix, Peter Topping, Dennis
Wedding and Rory Winkler.

The old railroad tunnel then in its
heyday . . . and now.

YACCer clears a tree from the new
bike/hike path under construction.




Celebrating Black History Month

At the opening ceremony of Black History Month, Feb. 2, Congresswoman Shirley Chisolm from New York posed with Director
Dickenson (on left) and Deputy Director Hutchison in the Department of the Interior auditorium.

Remembering Sequoia’s black superintendent

Captain Charles Young faced a lifetime
of challenges. Because he was black and
lived before the turn of the 20th century,
some doors were closed to him, but he
was the third black to graduate and
receive a commission from West Point.
As commanding officer of Troops | and M
of the 9th Cavalry, Young was assigned
acting superintendent of Sequoia
National Park, Calif., summer of 1903.

His job was a tough one—complete the
wagon road to the Giant Forest in
Sequoia. The road had been started by
the Kaweah Commonwealth Colony in
1886, but only a few miles through the
giant trees remained. But Captain
Charles Young was accustomed to
difficult situations. From his days at West
Point, where he was the only black cadet,
to his promotion to Captain for
conspicuous bravery in leading his troops

in a charge up San Juan Hill, Young had
met his challenges head-on. This road-
building job was no different. As fall
approached, he and his troopers
completed the task and the Giant Forest
was, for the first time, connected to the
outside world.

In the early days, before the National
Park Service was established, the army
protected some parks. As acting
superintendent of Sequoia, Young was
responsible for building the first fences
around the General Grant and General
Sherman trees. His troops also built the
first road to Moro Rock. In addition, he
obtained options to purchase almost all
private land within the park.

He had a conservation ethic developed
far beyond the average individual of the
time. Recognizing the relationship of a
good watershed to maintaining the forest

in an undisturbed state, he
recommended making roads and
clearings only where absolutely
necessary. He feared that clearing would
devastate the watershed, creating
conditions similar to those in some
European countries.

Well accepted in the local community,
he spoke six foreign languages, wrote
poetry and was well read.

Due to the high quality of his work,
Captain Young was recommended for
permanent detail to Sequoia to supervise
general park operations. It was not to be.
Before the next summer arrived, he had
been appointed military attache to Haiti.
Later he served in Liberia, eventually
retiring with rank of Colonel. Young died
in 1923 and was buried in Arlington
National Cemetery.

Continued next page.






