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China: Making parks for a billion people

By Jean Matthews
Science Editor, Pacific Area

“An exchange program between the
National Park Service and the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) is likely to be a
significant part of a wider cultural
exchange, for national parks are
important components to national
identity, cultural pride, and worldwide
cooperation.”

This statement winds up “A Report on
Exchange Between the National Park
Service and the People’s Republic of
China,” prepared for Director Dickenson
and Pacific Northwest Regional Director
Tobin by Dr. Gary E. Machlis, sociology
project leader for the NPS Cooperative
Park Studies Unit at the University of
Idaho.

Dr. Machlis spent 2 months last
summer in the PRC on an exchange
mission between the PRC Ministry of
Forestry and the Idaho University
College of Forestry, Wildlife and Range
Sciences. He and another faculty member
in the Department of Wildland
Recreation Management taught 64
faculty members and park managers
from throughout China at the Nanking
Technological College of Forest
Products, and then traveled a month,
visiting urban parks, tourist
developments and potential national
parks in China. The trip was funded by
the University and the Chinese
government.

(A page from Dr. Machlis’ diary [See
page 2.| provides a hint of the trip’s
flavor.)

The main intent of the 4-week course
was to provide students with an
overview of forest recreation, focusing
on materials useful for development of a
national park system. China presently is
organizing such a system, and according
to Dr. Machlis, many areas will qualify
for inclusion.

As an example, he cites Huangshan,
occupying a central spot in China’s
artistic, cultural and environmental
heritage. Huangshan is located in the
Anwei province of southeast China ...a  Trail to Heavenly Capital City at Huangshan, China.
mountainous area, a natural botanical
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Entrance gate of Huangshan Provincial Park in
Anwei Province, China.
garden, and rich in wildlife, including 13
endangered species. Breathtakingly steep
trails provide access to the undaunted,
and facilities can accommodate 4,000
overnight visitors. In 1979, 281,592
people visited Huangshan; of these only
370 were foreigners.

In his Report to the Director, Dr.
Machlis cites the dearth of scientific
information dissemination that occurred
in China during the reign of the “Gang of
Four.” He found avid interest among
Chinese for an on-going information
exchange on park-related research, both
biological and social. The parklands of
China and the United States represent a
natural laboratory for comparative
research, matching similar park
ecosystems. In the case of parks that also
serve as biosphere reserves, this
approach could be useful in the
monitoring of impacts.

In addition, Dr. Machlis reported, an
exchange of experts clearly is called for.
Chinese scientists could be invited to
work, train, and present papers in the
U.S., and NPS scientists could be loaned
to the PRC for specific research projects.
A similar program could be established
for resource management specialists,
with great gains for both countries.

Several of the design and engineering
problems facing Chinese parks are
similar to NPS situations, and Dr.
Machlis suggests that a sharing of
experiences and exchange of
professionals would aid the Chinese in
choosing among alternative design
solutions and would suggest innovative
solutions for American situations.

There are no courses in outdoor
recreation management in China,
although several universities are
contemplating them. A special session of
the ranger skills course at Albright
Training Center could be combined with
academic training at American
universities. This approach could follow
the trail already blazed at the University
of Idaho’s College of Forestry, Wildlife
and Range Sciences, where a Chinese
professional recently studied wildland
recreation management and then
attended the ranger skills course at
Albright.
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Another alternative, suggested in the
Machlis report, would be to provide a
traveling training program throughout
China.

A course entitled, “Forest Recreation
in China,” the reports to the NPS
Director and to the PRC Ministry of
Forestry, and a research paper—these

The Li River, near Guilin, runs through this spectacular landscape.

were the tangible results of the trip.
However, Dr. Machlis pointed out that a
network of contacts, goodwill toward the
National Park Service, and a foundation
for future exchanges, although
intangible, constitute no less important
outcomes of the exchange.

Dr. Machlis’ China diary
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A
Chinese youth with author Gary E. Machlis, project

leader, Cooperative Park Studies Unit.
Excerpt . . .

“July 21, 1980: It is now 8:20 p.m., and
it has been a long day. We woke at 7:30
and began to hike after a half-hour bus
ride past much road construction. The
roads are narrow, winding, with large
stone rails, bridges and support walls. It
reminded me of Mount Rainier’s road—
all built by hand with hand tools (which
were being made on site!).

“The path was steep, with large stone
steps and bridges. A power line paralleled
the trail—no switchbacks—straight up.

“The forest began as a mixture of
bamboo and pine, but by lunchtime it was
all pine, with a lush undergrowth. We
had lunch at a hotel on the mountain—

simple place: three stories of the biggest
hotel I'd ever seen this remote! It was like
coming out of the clouds to a fairy city.
How they built it is beyond me. Again, it
resembles early Park Service
architecture. There are many temporary
wood/metal barracks that are used by
tourists, who are mostly students on
vacation.

“The scenery is magnificent—steep,
sheer cliffs, rocky outcroppings (it is a
favorite pastime for Chinese hikers to
discuss whether a particular rock looks
like a fairy, a dog, two old women, or
whatever . . .), and the wind-swept pines
added to the picturesque effect.

“Had dinner with the group, as it was
crowded and for once they couldn’t insist
that [ dine in separate splendor. It was
very enjoyable. After dinner we ran back
to one of the outcrop overlooks to watch
the sunset. What is special here is that
each direction is entitled “A Sea of
Clouds” and the mountains are expected
to appear poking through those clouds.
However, today was a relatively clear day,
so (unlike Americans) many of the people
were disappointed.

“] took a few photos and sat and talked
with about 25 college students. They
spoke very good English and were eager
to talk. We discussed national parks,
environmentalism, wilderness, etc. . . .
they were fascinated with the whole idea
of preservation. As usual, it was fun to
experience the friendliness that the
Chinese feel toward America.”



Saudi Arabia’s prototype park

By Gale Slemmer
Writer-Editor, DSC

The official opening of Saudi Arabia’s
Asir National Park, which will take place
this year, will culminate an intensive 5-
year international effort to establish a
prototype for conserving that country’s
natural and cultural landmarks. Much of
the credit for this project goes to a
handful of our National Park Service
people.

The idea of the park was conceived by
Prince Khaled Faisal, governor of the
Asir Province, as part of his wide-ranging
economic and social development
programs. U.S. assistance in developing
the park was provided under the auspices
of the Saudi Arabian-United States Joint
Commission on Economic Cooperation,
an organization formed in 1974 to
facilitate a mutually beneficial balance of
trade between the two nations. For the
U.S. it has meant a significant return of
petrodollars to both public and private
sectors.

Through the Commission, the U.S.
Department of the Interior was asked to
participate in the project, and the
International Park Affairs Division,
WASO, was given administrative
responsibility. In May 1976 an NPS
planning and design team was sent to the
field. The members of the team at that
time were Don Humphrey (team
captain), Frank Collins, Bob Lopenske,
Larry May, Glen Smart (from the Fish
and Wildlife Service), Dick Steeves, and
Paul Zenisek. They would be working
with personnel in the Saudi Ministry of
Agriculture and Water, the agency
deemed most suitable to administer the
new park.

The first few weeks of the Asir project
required some quick adjustments in
thinking. Compounding the problems of
culture shock, the scope of the project
was not clearly defined. The team went
to Saudi Arabia thinking that much of
the preliminary planning for the park had
been completed. In reality, there were no
plans; in fact, there was no management
framework whatsoever for the new park.
In Paul’s words, “We discovered that the
Saudis wanted us to build a park first,
and then they would see about
developing a park system.”

The Saudi’s attitude was
understandable. After a decade of trying
to purchase international technology to
help the people of Saudi Arabia, their
offices were filled with expensive reports
and plans, but there were few tangible
results. This time the Saudi’s approach
would be different. They would develop a

At high elevations (7,500°-9,400°) rainfall is sufficient
to form small pools of water and support juniper forests.

prototype park, and if it seemed to be
successful, they would work out a
management system and consider

expanding the idea into other parts of the

kingdom.

On their first trip to Saudi Arabia in
1976, the NPS team completed and
published a master plan for Asir National
Park. They studied the region and
recommended a boundary that
encompassed over 1'% million acres. The
new park would extend from the western
crest of the Arabian Shield, through the
highest, most scenic, and most
ecologically rich portions of the kingdom,
down to the coral reefs of the Red Sea.

In response to the Saudi’s desire for
quick results, the master plan went
beyond broad concepts for park
management, visitor use, and
development, and included preliminary
designs for seven developed areas. These
were a visitor center on the outskirts of
Abha (the provincial capital), three
camping and picknicking areas, a scenic
overlook, a beach site on the Red Sea, and
the park headquarters. In planning for
recreational and educational facilities, the
team’s advisor was Aguil Khan, who was
then provincial director of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Water. Aguil, a

Dick and Shirley Holder, east of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

graduate of the University of Arizona,
was invaluable in assuring that the
planned facilities would be suited to
Saudi lifestyles, which require a great
deal of family privacy. The staff housing,
also, was designed to provide for
seclusion of the family whenever the
man of the house was entertaining male
guests.

Developed in just 6 weeks, the plan
proved to be a perceptive and effective
guide for accomplishing the
government’s goal of building something
attractive for the Saudi people—the
planned facilities would testify to the
government’s effectiveness and
introduce the Saudis in a meaningful way
to the idea of a national park. The plan
was approved by the Saudis before the
NPS team left the country.

In August 1976 the Saudis requested a
contract specialist to write and
administer a design services contract for
implementing the master plan. The NPS
“Saudi team” was realigned for this phase
of the project to include Ray Lee (project
manager), Bob Lopenske, Paul Zenisek,
and Paul Kalkwarf. The original
cooperative agreement was amended,
and the Saudis provided a $3.3 million

Continued next page.



budget for a 3-year program of detailed
design work, construction drawings, and
contract supervision. Additional ceiling
positions were provided by the Office of
Management and Budget, and
responsibility for the planning, design,
and construction program was
transferred to DSC.

The work of refining the preliminary
designs of the master plan into
comprehensive designs and construction
documents and providing onsite
construction supervision was contracted
to a private firm. Through the normal
solicitation process, the National Park
Service awarded an architectural/
engineering contract to the joint-venture
firm of Wirth-Berger Associates of
Billings, Mont. The firm combined
previous park design experience with
international engineering experience and
it had an associate architect’s office
already established in Saudi Arabia.

In late 1976 the Saudi and U.S.
governments agreed that a resident NPS
park management specialist was needed
in the capital of Riyadh to work on a day-
to-day basis with the Saudis. The
International Park Affairs Division began
recruitment for this position in the
spring of 1977, and in June Dick Holder
and his wife, Shirley, departed for a 2-
year assignment in Saudi Arabia. Dick’s
assignment was to develop a staffing plan
for Asir National Park, propose
standards, procedures, and geographic
locations for the eventual establishment
of a kingdomwide park system, and act as
an onsite liaison between the DSC
project team and the Ministry of
Agriculture and Water. Dick reported
administratively to the Assistant
Director, Park Operations in
Washington, D.C.

Dick’s job was difficult, for although
the Saudis had accepted the idea of
developing a prototype park in the Asir,
they were reluctant to commit
themselves to planning a kingdomwide
park system—or even to selecting a
management staff for the Asir park—
until they could see the results of their
first step. Before he left, however, Dick
had identified recreational and historical
parks that would create a broad-
spectrum system for the Saudis,
proposed various alternatives for staffing
the Asir park, and gained approval for
the establishment of an NPS park
management specialist position to advise
the Asir park staff.

The construction drawings were
completed in May 1978 for Saudi
approval. In March 1979 the Saudis
awarded the construction contract to the
Ret-Ser Engineering Agency, a
Taiwanese firm that was already at work
on a number of other large construction

projects in the country. Construction
began in April under the supervision of
the Wirth-Berger firm. The DSC project
team administered its contract with
Wirth-Berger and advised the Saudis in
the administration of their contract with
Ret-Ser.

Construction was delayed by a number
of problems. After awarding the
contract, the Saudis took it back for
revisions, with the result that the Ret-
Ser agency did not have a signed contract
with the Saudis until August, 5 months
after starting work. Meanwhile, the
contractor had to borrow manpower and
materials from its other Saudi Arabian
jobs to begin work on the Asir project. At
one point, because their visas had
expired, two Wirth-Berger field
supervisors had to leave the country.
Land claims periodically stopped
construction. Throughout the
construction period, workmen had to
contend with the local residents’
indifference to the new park’s existence.
People continued to graze their flocks,
drive at will anywhere their offroad
vehicles would take them, and even camp
in the shelter provided by partially
constructed buildings.

This spring all but one of the proposed
developed sites are nearly completed.
The exception is the Red Sea site, which
was excluded from the construction
contract because of funding problems.
The construction costs have been $17
million (U.S. dollars), borne totally by the
Saudi government. With its attractive
visitor center, campgrounds, and picnic

areas, the park is becoming more
meaningful to the Saudi people. A Saudi
superintendent has been named—he is
Salim al Sherbe, a man who is both
knowledgeable of and committed to the
idea of national parks in his country.
Salim and his Saudi staff will be advised
by a team of NPS park management
specialists headed by Mo Khan, who was
detailed out of the Washington Office in
January 1980. Ivan Miller serves as the
team’s expert for resource management
and will be joined by an additional NPS
advisor for maintenance, Pete Fiore, in
mid-April. In addition, Salim Sherbe will
attend the 1981 International Seminar on
National Parks and Equivalent Reserves.

The Asir project is being watched by
both the Saudi and the U.S.
governments. For the Saudis it
represents an experiment in the
conservation of their natural and cultural
heritage. For the National Park Service it
represents an unprecedented
involvement in international park
planning, design, construction, and
management. To date the project has
returned some $12 million petrodollars
to the U.S. economy.

The Saudis not only have their first
park, they also have a blueprint for the
future centered on the early
establishment of a national recreational
park at Al-Hassa in the heavily populated
Eastern Province and a national historical
park encompassing the huge stone-cut
tombs near Al-Ula. The establishment of
these parks will depend upon the success
of the Asir project.

Stairstepped visitor center interprets the natural and cultural environments from the Red Sea to the top of the
escarpment.




Guam’s
historical park

By James F. Miculka
Interpretive Specialist
War in the Pacific NHP, Guam

With the addition of War in the Pacific
National Historical Park, Guam, the
National Park System extends
entirely across the Pacific Ocean.
Authorized on August 17, 1978, the park
was established “ . . . to commemorate
the bravery and sacrifice of those
participating in the campaigns of the
Pacific Theater of World War Il and to
conserve and interpret outstanding
natural, scenic, and historic values and
objects on the island of Guam. . . .”

Guam was one of many islands
involved in the Pacific campaigns of
World War II. It fell to the Japanese on
Dec. 10, 1941, becoming one of the few
areas of the United States to be
completely occupied and held. For 214
years, Guam remained in Japanese hands.
By 1944 the Allied forces had moved
closer to the Mariana Islands and by June
they were in its waters. Preliminary
bombardment of Guam began by the
middle of June. On July 8, 1944 began the
heaviest aerial and naval bombardment
of the war. For 13 straight days 40 ships
stood off-shore pounding the planned
invasion beaches and fortifications.
Included in these ships were six
battleships, 32 destroyers, eight cruisers,
three escort carriers and several hundred
aircraft. On July 21 the invasion began
with over 54,800 troops engaged in two
assaults, the northern assault on Asan
beach and the southern assault on Agat
beach. By August 10 most of the
organized resistance had been
eliminated, with only small groups of
Japanese surviving. U.S. forces suffered
just over 7,000 casualties and the
Japanese 17,250, with 1,250 prisoners.

Today a number of the historical
features associated with the invasion
remain. War in the Pacific National
Historical Park consists of six separate
units with a proposal for a seventh. All
seven units lie on the west side of the
island facing the Philippine Sea.

The Asan Beach Unit consists of 69
land acres and 445 water acres. This unit
contains at least 10 pillboxes, gun
emplacements, caves, a few foxholes and
several miscellaneous foundations.
Colorful coral reefs are in the unit and in
addition to the abundant marine life
several pieces of military equipment lie
just offshore underwater.

It is here that the broad themes of the
Pacific Theater will be interpreted. The
primary focus will be at Asan Point

War is the Pacific NHP (WAPA) staff: Roque
Borja, James Miculka, Diane Lupola, T. Stell
Newman. Dec. ‘80, 88 F.
which will be a commemorative zone
instead of a historic zone. A memorial
will be erected, dedicated to Americans,
Guam residents and Japanese who died
during the battle for Guam.

Facilities for shoreline recreation will
be developed in several selected points,
mainly for local residents’ use.

The primary visitor contact station will
be located here along with trails leading
to the historic remains, reefs and along
the beach.

The Asan Inland Unit (550 acres) is the
largest unit in the park, the most heavily
vegetated, has the only perennial streams
and encompasses the most rugged
topography. It surrounds the village of
Asan and is inland of the Asan Beach
Unit. This unit contains the park’s main
concentration of endemic vegetation in

War in the Pacific NHP, Guam.

addition to caves, bridge, a few pillboxes,
foxholes, miscellaneous foundations and
a 75mm mountain gun. Historic remains
lie under thick jungle growth on terrain
little changed since 1944 except for the
encroachment of an exotic shrub,
tangantangan.

Hiking trails will be developed and
located near streams, waterfalls, unusual
plant communities and the historic
features.

The Piti Unit (24 acres) contains three
Japanese coastal defense guns which are
in good condition. The remainder of this
unit consists of a thickly vegetated
hillside, including a historic grove of
mahogany trees.

Mt. Chacaho/Mt. Tenjo Unit (44 acres)
is one of the most remote areas in the
park. The historic remains include
foxholes, a pre-World War Il American
gun emplacement and minor associated
sites and objects. Its main use will be for
hiking to view points on the island.

The Agat Unit (37 land acres, 557
water acres) is predominately an offshore
area. Historic features include more than
10 pillboxes, caves and bunkers, some in
excellent condition. The beach and
offshore area are relatively unspoiled and
present a good picture of how the
invasion beach looked in 1944. Several
items of American equipment also lie
underwater near the edge of the reef.

Here the primary interpretive theme
will be the invasion of Guam. Historic
remains will be stabilized. Remains
offshore will be identified and when
possible preserved or stabilized.
Interpretive signs will be placed in

Continued next page.



various areas that relate to the invasion.
Trails will provide access to many of the
areas.

Nearly 30 sites are contained in the
Mt. Alifan Unit (158 acres), the greatest
concentration in the park. Historic
remains include two pillboxes, 13 caves
and tunnels, bomb and shell craters and
numerous foxholes and gun
emplacements.

Trails will allow access to the best
examples of caves, gun emplacements,
craters and foxholes with nearby
interpretive exhibits.

The proposed Fonte Plateau Unit (20-
25 acres) has a “U” shaped cave in which
was located the last command post of
General Takashina, Commander of the
Japanese forces.

Plans are to provide recreational
facilities for local Guam communities to
the extent that they do not impair
historic resources or interfere with
interpretation. Additionally, the NPS
would encourage use of the reef and
inshore waters for food gathering.

Presently interim interpretive exhibits
are being prepared for Asan Beach and
Agat. At the same time planning for
permanent facilities is being done.
Congress mandated that interpretation
of War in the Pacific National Historical
Park be done in English, Japanese and
Chamorro (Guamanian), and in English,
Japanese, Chamorro and Carolinian at
American Memorial Park. Thus, not
only will interpretation be in these
various languages, but will also reflect
the perspectives of the Pacific War.

Many months of research, planning
and development still lie ahead. Once
completed, War in the Pacific National
Historical Park and American Memorial
Park will truly be our Nation’s
commemoration of the sacrifices and
bravery of those who participated in the
Pacific Theater of World War II.

Historic features of the War in the Pacific NHP
include foxholes, pillboxes, miscellaneous emplacements
—both Japenese and American defense sites
and objects.
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A glimpse of
Booker T.Washington

By Candace Garry
Public Information Specialist, WASO

"My life had its beginning in the midst of the
most miserable, desolate and discouraging
surroundings . . . largely reared in the lowest
depths of slavery, ignorance, and poverty. In my
childhood, 1 had suffered for want of a place to
sleep, for lack of food, clothing, and shelter.”

From Booker T.’s autobiography
“Up From Slavery”

In the heart of west-central Virginia
lies a modest plantation where Booker T.
Washington, world-renowned black
educator and leader, spent the first 9
years of his life in slavery. Born in 1856,
5 years before the Civil War began,
Booker T. Washinton rose to become one
of the most famous black leaders in
history.

Booker T. Washington National
Monument commemorates the birth and
life of this great American. Established in
1957, the monument encompasses over
220 acres of farmland, and many
reconstructed plantation buildings. In the
monument’s visitor center, exhibits and
an audio visual program interpret the
career and accomplishments of Booker T.
Washington. A tour of the plantation
takes visitors through a 19th-century
tobacco farm complete with kitchen
cabin, gardens, smokehouse, farm
animals and original tools. Employees are
dressed in period costumes.

“The idea behind the creation of
Booker T. Washington National
Monument is to commemorate
Washington’s rise to prominence from
slavery,” says Superintendent Geraldine
M. Bell. “The monument is unique in
that it is the only Park Service site that
deals with the topic of slavery in
American history.” Bell, who came to
Booker T. Washington from
Independence National Historical Park in
November of 1979, adds that one of the
important aspects of the plantation is
that it acquaints visitors with the
environment that shaped the character
of this great man.

When he was freed from slavery in
1865, Booker T. went to work in a salt
furnace and a coal mine and, in his spare
time, fed his avid appetite for reading and
learning. He taught himself the alphabet
and he read anything he could get his
hands on. He later became a houseboy
for the wife of a New England-born mine
owner and, at the age of 16, a student at
Hampton Institute. Washington

The Booker T. Washington plantation in Virginia is restored as a “living historical farm” to reflect its appearance
and operation during the years Washington lived here in slavery.

graduated from Hampton with honors in
3 years, and went on to become President
of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. By
1875, he became a national leader,
advising Presidents William McKinley,
Theodore Roosevelt, and William
Howard Taft. Nineteen years before he
died, Washington received an honorary
degree from Harvard University.

Living history demonstrations and
interpretive tours give visitors to Booker
T. Washington’s birthplace a vivid
picture of what life on a small plantation
was like. Though called a “plantation,”
this was actually more like an average
small farm and had little resemblance to
grandiose southern plantations. Life was
harsh not only for the slaves, but even

sometimes for the slave owners who
worked beside slaves to help raise
tobacco and subsistence crops. Park
Service employees in the monument,
dressed in costumes of the period, cook in
the kitchen cabins, spin cloth, make
shoes, and demonstrate tobacco planting
and harvesting. Usually a special activity
takes place in April to celebrate
Washington’s birthday.

According to Superintendent Bell,
visitors to this historic area also get a
lesson in environmental education. A
primitive campground (capacity 80
people and camping by reservation only)
is nestled in nearby woods. Trail markers
point out special environmental features
of the area.







