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FDR

By Edie Shean-Hammond
Public Information Specialist, NARO

The Centennial of the birth of
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, whose
12-year Presidency saw the Nation
through the Great Depression and the
Second World War, will be celebrated
across the country Jan. 30.

The kickoff celebration is scheduled
on that date at the Home of Franklin D.
Roosevelt National Historic Site, N.Y.
The event will be hosted by Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Jr., with featured speakers
including New York Gov. Hugh Carey,
Postmaster General William Bolger and
GSA Administrator Gerald Carmen.
Local senators and congressman and
other national leaders are expected to
attend.

The U.S. Military Academy at West
Point is providing a 100-member band
and choir for the 10 a.m. opening
ceremonies at FDR’s grave in the Rose
Garden. Later, a memorial stamp will be
issued in the FDR Library. The FDR
Home and nearby Vanderbilt Mansion,
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The Home of Franklin Delano Roosevelt National Historic Site in Hyde Park, N.Y.

FDR Centennial celebration Jan. 30

also managed by NPS, will be open to
the public free of charge that day from 1
to 4 p.m.

At the same time, in Washington,
D.C., the Armed Forces Color Guard
will stage a traditional wreath-laying
ceremony at the FDR Memorial at 9th
and Pennsylvania Ave., in cooperation
with the FDR National Centennial
Committee. Later that evening, the
Smithsonian Institution will hold a
birthday concert and square dance,
featuring Alan Lomax and other
performers, in the first floor rotunda of
the National Museum of American
History. A joint session of Congress will
be held during the week and
communities across the Nation will fly
flags honoring the former President.

Along with its music programs, the
Smithsonian is producing its second
largest exhibit in history, featuring
exhibits in seven of its branches on
FDR. The National Museum of

Photo by Fred Van Tassel.

American History will house the
centerpiece—an exhibition on FDR as a
communicator, drawn from collections
of the Smithsonian, NPS, National
Archives, the New York Historical
Society and the Little White House
Museum in Warm Springs, Ga. At the
National Museum of American Art and
the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture
Garden, paintings and graphics will be
on display from the New Deal public
works programs, including the WPA
Federal Art Project. The National
Portrait Gallery plans two FDR
exhibitions, and shows will be held at
the Corcoran Museum, National
Archives and Library of Congress.

Elsewhere, Harvard University and
the University of Illinois are putting
together extensive exhibits, while
Hofstra University plans a conference of
scholars. The Smithsonian Resident
Associates have planned an all-day
seminar Jan. 30 on FDR, the Great
Depression, and World War 11, featuring

Continued next page.



noted scholars. Two Roosevelt scholars
will hold an “evening dialogue” at the

Smithsonian’s Woodrow Wilson Center
in late January.

The FDR Centennial will be a
year-long celebration, filled with
parades, symposia and festivals. At
FDR’s Hyde Park home, the celebration
continues with Memorial Day and July
4th parades and festivities at the
national historic site. The 3-day New
York State Flower Garden Festival will
be held in the Rose Garden in mid-June.

An academic symposium on the 32nd
President and his relationship with the
mid-Hudson Valley is slated for Nov. 6,
in honor of the 50th anniversary of
FDR'’s first election to the Presidency.
The symposium will be co-sponsored by
NPS and Marist College where it is to
be held.

In Maine, the July 4th ceremony at
Roosevelt Campobello International
Park is being planned by FDR, Jr., and
former Secretary of State Edmund
Muskie, now chairman of the
international park commission for that
site. Invited guests include President
Reagan and Canadian Prime Minister
Trudeau. Held on FDR’s “beloved
island” and summer residence, the
event will feature ecumenical services, a
talk about FDR by John Kenneth
Galbraith, and two naval destroyers,
one American and one Canadian, will
be on display.

New York Governor Hugh Carey (dark suit) previews the FDR NHS in advance of the Centennial
celebration. Others (from left) William Emerson, director of the FDR Library; Mrs. Carey; Dixon
Freeland, site superintendent, and Sue Pridemore, park ranger.

Mammoth Cave, Olympic named to heritage list

By James Orr

International Affairs, WASO

The World Heritage Committee,
meeting in Sydney, Australia, Oct. 26-30
voted to add Mammoth Cave National
Park, Ky., and Olympic National Park,
Wash., to the World Heritage List.

Mammoth Cave and Olympic join
seven other American sites already
included on the World Heritage List:
Grand Canyon, Yellowstone,
Everglades, Redwood, and Mesa Verde
National Parks, Wrangle-St. Elias
National Park, Alaska, and
Independence National Historical Park.

In addition to Mammoth Cave and
Olympic, the committee approved 24
other properties in 12 countries for the
World Heritage listing, including the
Great Barrier Reef in Australia, the
Palace and Park of Fontainebleau in
France, and Tanzania’s Serengeti

National Park. There are now 112 sites
listed.

Other major decisions taken by the
committee were the election of a new
chairman (Australia) and executive
bureau (Brazil, Bulgaria, Federal
Republic of Germany, Guinea, Nepal
and Tunisia); adoption of more
systematic procedures for evaluating
World Heritage nominations submitted
to the committee and for examining
requests for technical and financial
assistance under the terms of the
Convention; granting roughly $600,000
from the World Heritage Fund to 11
countries in support of cultural and
natural heritage conservation projects,
and adoption of a 1.9 million dollar
budget for 1982.

The UNESCO Convention Concerning
the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage, adopted by 61 nations
as of now, established a system of
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international cooperation and assistance
through which natural and cultural
properties of outstanding universal
value to mankind may be recognized
and protected.

The 21-member national World
Heritage Committee is the governing
body for the Convention. In 1973, the
U.S. became the first country to ratify
the Convention. The Park Service has
lead responsibility for coordinating U.S.
participation in this international
heritage conservation effort.

Representatives from 31 countries and
non-governmental organizations
participated in the recent committee
meeting. Interior Assistant Secretary for
Fish and Wildlife and Parks G. Ray
Arnett led the U.S. delegation, with the
assistance of members of the NPS
International Affairs Branch.



‘International Year of the Disabled Person’

Lynn Ekmund demonstrates her wheelchair-mobile to a friend in the Rocky Mountain NP.

As 1981—"The International Year of
the Disabled Person”—closed last
month, the COURIER reflected on the
accomplishments of that period. The
assistance of the Park Service to
disabled persons (employees and
visitors) and vice versa has been of a
large order—too broad for the scope of
this article. But in tribute to the
accomplishments of that year, the
COURIER presents the following three
vignettes:

In May, Philip Johanik began work
with the Park Service as a park aid at
Apostle Islands National Lakeshore,
Wisc. His work included manning the
information desk, assisting visitors and
serving as park dispatcher. Not
unusual, you say, but since birth
Johanik, 19, has been almost totally
disabled as a result of muscular
dystrophy. He spends his days in a
battery-operated wheelchair, and
though he has use of his hands, he is
otherwise immobilized.

“Philip speaks knowledgeably to
visitors about any of the information
contained in the numerous Apostle
Islands brochures,” accordim, to Chief
Naturalist Phil Hastings. “Philip has
done an excellent job, denmnstmtm;, his
eagerness and quick ability to learn all
about the job.”

He spent one year at Wisconsin
Indianhead Technical Institute (WITI)

after high school, completing the
financial services assistant program. He
particularly enjoyed a human relations
course: “I enjoyed the year at WITI so
much that the time was gone before I
knew it,” Philip said. WITI Coordinator
Lynn Reichert cooperated with Apostle
Islands in helping place Philip in his
park aid position.

In it, Philip has met many people
seeking park information, about the
islands” history, boat tours, camp sites,
etc. “Everyone is different—it is an
education meeting so many different
people,” he said.

Philip became acquainted with these
islands on summer boat tours with the
rangers on duty. Lakeshore
maintenance crew members were
helpful in constructing a staff desk
which contains a turntable floor. Now,
working as dispatcher 2 days a week,
he can assist in handling emergencies
when they arise.

The Wisconsin Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation has helped Philip with
educational expenses, transportation
and construction of his special desk.

“I really enjoy this job and feel so
fortunate to have it,” he said.
“Everyone goes out of their way to
help.”

On another front in the program to
assist the disabled visitor, Rocky
Mountain National Park, Colo., has

Philip Johanik, park aid at Apostle Islands NL.

produced the following story.

“There’s a woman in a wheelchair
driving a motorcycle!”

“She drove it all the way from
Minnesota!”

These comments were often
accompanied by raised eyebrows and
smiles.

Lynn Ekmund, an adventurous
person, is traveling cross-country in a
specially desn;,ncd motorcycle that she
operates from her wheelchair. She is
able to wheel onto what looks like a
side car and fastens herself securely.
Along her side is a motorcycle for her
passengers. The motorcycle does not
have a reverse gear, and Lynn
compensates for this by parking
downhill or getting assistance.

Lynn is a graduate student at
Gallaudet College in Washington, D.C.,
the only college in the Nation for the
hearing impaired. Her field of study is a
combination of administration,
counseling, and consulting for disabled
individuals. Lynn has a hearing
impairment, and during the last 7 years
has become fluent in sign language and
teaches classes through the continuing
education school in Washington, D.C.

Lynn was the first handi-camp user of
the season at Rocky Mountain National
Park, Colo. The handi-camp is located
in the backcountry and is specifically
designed for use by the disabled. It was
constructed by the Young Adult
Conservation Corps and accommodates
10 campers, including a maximum of
five wheelchair users.

“I wish there were more like it,” said
Lynn. “I liked sleeping on the ground.
It was natural and soft. I also liked the
fact that there were no trees cut down.”

Ekmund is a paraplegic, as a result of

Continued next page.



a spinal cord injury. She is limited to
the use of her upper body, and this was
her first outdoor camping experience in
a backcountry site using her wheelchair
for mobility. She plans to visit other
national parks on her trip and spread
the word about the facilities at Rocky
Mountain.

The third example of projects to assist
the disabled person is at Glacier
National Park, Mont., where a
boardwalk for wheelchairs on the Trail
of the Cedars, is being built with the
help of the Youth Conservation Corps
(YCQO).

The Trail of the Cedars is unique to
the park. Due to an absence of fires to
the area for over 500 years, the forest
has reached the climax stage of
succession. It contains mostly cedar,
hemlock and vew, with an understory
of ferns, lichens and moss. The area has
a rain forest quality due to the abundant
moisture it receives as cloud banks pile
up against Mount Cannon, adjacent to
the trail.

Avalanche Creek flows through a
scenic gorge of water-carved
sedimentary rock at the head of the
boardwalk. There the walk joins a
paved surface that continues into
Avalanche Campground. A fork in the
trail will take visitors up a moderate
trail to Avalanche Lake.

In addition to its proximity to
Avalanche Campk,round the Trail of the
Cedars is also located 5 miles north of

Lake McDonald Lodge on the
Going-to-the-Sun Road. A self-guided
interpretive nature pamphlet leads
visitors along a series of numbered
stations.

The Trail of the Cedars boardwalk is
designed to allow convenient
wheelchair travel, but weaker hikers or
disabled people will also appreciate the
gently sloping grade. Benches built into
the trail will provide for rest stops or
picnics at scenic points. The width of
the trail is 5 feet 4 inches, wide enough
for two wheelchairs to pass.

The boardwalk was designed by park
engineer Jim Vekasi and is being built
by park carpenters, Dan Yuhas and Bob
Starks, and five crews of YCC workers.
The park began the project in 1981 and
hopes to finish it in 1982 or 1983.
During 1981 one-third of the boardwalk
was completed.

Construction involved laying 1-foot fir
and larch planks over supportive
timbers and posts, all of which rest
upon cement piers located at 8-foot
intervals along the trail. There are also
viewing platforms and benches at two
Avalanche Creek locations.

During each week of the 5-week YCC
work program, a different crew of six to

YCCers, from left, Julie Ring, Bob Starks and Ken Nurse work on construction of the Trail of Cedars
Project for the Disabled at Glacier NP. At right, YCC and NPS crews measuring span for planking.

eight persons was assigned to help.
Some of the work accomplished by
Corps members included preparing
molds and pouring cement, trail

clearing, digging holes for piers, hauling

materials from trailhead to the work
site, and laying planks. A 3-foot section
of a hill also had to be removed.

Corps members were introduced to
the skills of surveying, measuring and
calculating distances, mixing cement
and using carpenters tools.

During the construction, the
completed portion of the boardwalk, as
well as the remainder of the old trail,
were left open to the public.

The Trail of the Cedars boardwalk
project is one more example of the
importance and usefulness of YCC to
the Park Service. The boardwalk will
serve the public well, providing
disabled persons with access to an area
of beauty in Glacier National Park.

Interpretive trail dedicated

Anneta Pennington cuts the ribbon marking the opening of the new interpretive trail for the blind at
Gettysburg National Military Park, Pa. With her are (from left) Superintendent John Earnst and Mark
Nesbitt and Bill Cole of the Eastern National Park and Monument Association. The walkway provides
visually-impaired visitor aids, including tape-recorded instructions, topographic relief maps, a tactile
exhibit and textured trail surface.

Photos by Clyde Lockwood.



Mesa Verde marks diamond anniversary

Cliff dwellings of the Anasazi people of Mesa Verde who mysteriously disappeared in the 14th century.

By Stephen P. Siegel
Public Affairs Specialist, WASO

People from all over the world come
to Mesa Verde National Park to view
the remains of the Anasazi people, a
major Native American Indian culture
that inhabited this huge mesa and its
rugged canyons from about 400 A.D. to
the early 1300s. Here visitors see the
exceptionally well preserved houses,
tools and clothing of the Anasazi.

Last year marked the 75th anniversary
of the creation of Mesa Verde Nationa!
Park, Colo., and this milestone was
celebrated throughout the year.
Beginning in May, the park hosted
special tours of its newly-redesigned
research center and of its first
“museum,” a two-room log cabin used

many years ago by Dr. Jesse Fewkes of
the Smithsonian Institution to house
archeological collections. Fewkes
worked in Mesa Verde from 1908-1922,
excavating and stabilizing ruins
including Cliff Palace, Spruce Tree
House, Sun Temple, and Far View
Ruins.

Also last May the 50th anniversary of
the Mesa Verde Association was
celebrated. This Association is a
nonprofit organization authorized by
Congress to support interpretive and

related visitor services in Mesa Verde
National Park. The Association has
produced and distributed numerous
publications over the years, and has
donated books, photographs, slides,
and equipment to the park library.

In June, an important event took
place when Mesa Verde National Park
was formally dedicated a World
Heritage Cultural Site in a ceremony
attended by Director Dickenson, local
Congressional representatives, and
other dignitaries. The Mesa Verde
Company, the concessioner at the park,
catered a formal luncheon following the
ceremony at the park’s Far View Motor
Lodge.

Then in July, the 12-millionth person
to visit Mesa Verde National Park
arrived: one of a group of five young
people from Belgium. Also that month
the first issue of the new Mesa Verde
Research Series was published, titled
“The 1926 Re-Excavation of Step House
Cave.” Written by the late Jesse
Nusbaum, who served as
superintendent of Mesa Verde National

Park for 17 years, the publication
describes Nusbaum'’s 1926 excavation,
which was a pioneering force in
archeology and contributed significantly
to the knowledge of the earliest
inhabitants of Mesa Verde.

July also included a 2-day field
workshop that focused on archeological
preservation techniques and the proper
handiing of archeological materials. The
workshop, sponsored by NPS and the
Bureau of Land Management, was
attended by archeologists and
museologists from the Southwest and
Rocky Mountain Regions. Later that
month a series of evening chamber
concerts were initiated in thc stone
Spruce Tree amphitheater.

In August, local artists” paintings and
drawings were exhibited in the park’s
Chapin Mesa museum in a show
co-sponsored by the Cortez Chamber of
Commerce. Also on display in the park
was a traveling exhibit of well-known
American Indian artists. Later that
month, more than 300 Mesa Verde
employees, alumni and friends gathered
for an Old Timers’ Picnic.

The anniversary events ended in
October with a 3-day major scientific
symposium on the Anasazi civilization.
The purpose of this conference was to
compile and synthesize all the scientific
knowledge gathered about the Anasazi
people. Publication of the conference
proceedings is expected in early 1982.

Continued next page.



Director Dickenson addresses the audience at Mesa Verde's 75th anniversary celebration. (Seated, left to
right) Ray Kogovsek, U.S. representative, and L. Lorraine Mintzmyer, Rocky Mountain Region director.
(Back Rotw, left to right) Rev. Raymond Grimes of St. Rita’s Catholic Church, Mancos, Colo.; Sallacher,
National Anthem singer, and Rev. Warren Ost, Christian Ministry in the National Parks.

Early inhabitants of Mesa Verde

The first people to settle in the Mesa
Verde region, around 450 A.D., are
known as the “Modified Basketmaker’
because they represent a late stage of
the Basketmaker people. Basketmakers
are so called because of their use of
basketry for containers, suitable to their
nomadic way of life.

Modified Basketmakers also made
simple pottery for containers as they
became more settled in villages of
“pithouses,” which were semi-open
dwellings dug in the ground.

By the year 750, descendants of the
Modified Basketmaker, called Anasazi (a
Navajo Indian word meaning “ancient
ones”), began building houses above
ground with wood poles and mud. By
the 900s they began to use stone
masonry, and in the 1100s their
buildings were as high as three stories
and contained as many as 50 rooms. At
that time their population in Mesa
Verde is estimated at 5,000.

During the close of the 1100s, the
Anasazi abandoned their houses on the
mesa tops and moved down into caves
in the cliffs. It is not known why they
did this, though it is believed to be for
defense reasons. They constructed and
lived in spectacular cliff dwellings, and
also began to manufacture truly
distinctive pottery.

’

By the close of the 1200s, the Anasazi
abandoned Mesa Verde, never to
return. Why they left remains to this
day a mystery. There are many theories,
but most agree that a continued drought

Cliff Palace at Mesa Verde.

Photo by Fred Mang.
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Park employees, Willie Yazzie, Cato Hayes and
Louis Joe enjoy the festivities.

caused crop failure, and overpopulation
strained the social order with food
shortages and epidemics.

Mesa Verde National Park

After many years of urging, mostly by
a private group of Colorado women,
Congress finally passed a bill in 1506
establishing the 52,000-acre Mesa Verde
National Park in the southwest part of
that State. Dr. Jesse Fewkes (mentioned
earlier) began working in the park soon
after it was established, and he gave
campfire talks to park visitors as early
as 1915. Jesse Nusbaum also began
some of the first interpretive services
when he guided tours through the
ruins.

Today Mesa Verde receives some
600,000 visitors annually, with more
than 10 percent from foreign countries,
mostly European. Once in the park they
can visit the major surface pueblos and
cliff dwellings that have been excavated,
stabilized, and made available for
visitation on Chapin and Wetherill
Mesas.

Mesa Verde National Park is known
throughout the world for its fascinating
remains of a people who lived, thrived
and then disappeared. It is a safe bet
that people will continue to travel to the
park to view this site, which is not only
a world unto itself, but is a forerunner
of our world today.



Friendship Hill plan ready

Planning team for Friendship Hill are (from left) Bob Warren, superintendent; Dave Kimball, chief of
Planning, MARO; Bill Fink, site manager; Ron Johnson, team captain, DSC, and Mike Spratt, outdoor

recreation planner, DSC.

By Ron Johnson
Team Captain, DSC

The culmination of an accelerated
10-month planning assignment occurred
on Nov. 9, 1981 when James W.
Coleman, Jr., Mid-Atlantic Regional
Director approved and transmitted the
Friendship Hill National Historic Site
(Pa.) General Management Plan to the
Washington office.

A 1978 law authorized Friendship Hill
National Historic Site to commemorate
the life of Albert Gallatin, a prominent
Jeffersonian era statesman, public
servant and entrepreneur who served as
Secretary of the Treasury 1801-1813. The
authorized boundary of the new park
was drawn to include all of a 661-acre
estate in southwestern Pennsylvania
about 70 miles south of Pittsburgh. The
Trust for Public Lands, a nonprofit
conservation organization, purchased
the estate from the last private owner
and NPS acquired the site in January
1980.

Public interest in preserving the site
as a tribute to Gallatin first surfaced in
1927 when concerned citizens organized
the Friendship Hill Association to
restore the privately owned house and
open it to the public. During the
intervening depression years little was

done, but by the late 1930s tours had
begun and continued with cooperation
from the owners on an intermittent
basis until the late 1960s. At one point it
was suggested that the State of
Pennsylvania assume control of the
property as a historic shrine. In 1978,
Congressman Austin |. Murphy
introduced a bill to “provide for the
establishment of the Friendship Hill
National Historic Site.” Later that year it
was included in the National Parks and
Recreation Act.

The site authorized by Congress
encompasses the mansion with its
Gallatin-era components and later
alterations, a nearby summer house (the
Painter House), two barns of
wood-frame construction, a concrete
block dairy barn and metal silo, several
farm structures, numerous foundations,
a grave and small cemetery, a network
of roads and trails, landscaped grounds,
open fields and woodlands. The
mansion and immediate grounds are
nationally significant. The site is
recognized in the National Park System
Plan—History by the “Political and
Military Affairs” and “America at Work”
themes. The entire 661-acre property is
listed on the National Register of
Historic Places as a national historic

N

landmark, but only a core area of 389
acres is significant to Gallatin’s life.

An environmental assessment was the
first major step in the planning process
for the site. The planning team, getting
its start in January 1981, was comprised
of Denver Service Center and park and
regional employees. The DSC team
included myself as team captain and
Mike Spratt and Richard Wells,
Friendship Hill Site Manager Bill Fink,
Mid-Atlantic Region Chief of Planning
Dave Kimball, and a number of
consultants. As the team conducted
data-gathering fieldwork in February
1981, it also held preliminary public
workshops in New Geneva and
Masontown, Pa., and Morgantown, W.
Va.

By May 1981 a draft environmental
assessment explored alternative
strategies for future preservation,
interpretation, development and visitor
use of the park during the interim
period before it becomes fully
operational for the next decade.

All reasonable ways of achieving the
park’s management objectives were
considered. Five alternatives focused on
“continuation of the existing situation;”
a “threshold operation;” a “modest
historical/recreational park,” a
“large-scale historical/recreational park,”
and a purely “historical period park.”

What does the future hold for
Friendship Hill? The plan focuses on
restoration of the main house,
preservation of some non-Gallatin
period cultural resources, adaptive use
of local groups for meetings and crafts
activities and removal of non-significant
or dilapidated structures that pose
health and safety problems. Innovative
solar and/or other forms of energy
saving techniques have been suggested,
including use of the park’s non-Gallatin
period woodlots for heating. Significant
natural resource management problems
were analyzed and addressed with
recommendations.

There will be no one-way loop roads,
intrusive visitor centers or other forms
of intensive development to impair the
historic scene. Existing structures will be
adaptively used for visitor services and
operations.

The 1980s development at Friendship
Hill is in keeping with the current
thrust emphasizing limited Government
responsibility, with increased direction
toward the local sector in the
development and operation of new NPS
areas. With the submittal of a cost
effective, timely plan, the future of
Friendship Hill is bright!



EDISON NHS, N.]J.—Thomas Edison
produced some of the earliest movies
ever made in an odd-shaped building
nicknamed the “Black Maria.” A
full-scale replica of the world’s first
motion picture studio is one of the
visitor attractions here. To call attention
to Edison’s work in the development of
the modern motion picture, the site
co-sponsored the first annual Thomas
Edison—Black Maria Film Festival and
Competition last fall. More than 100
films were submitted by independent
film producers and, of these, 17 chosen
for public screenings. The festival was a
joint effort of the Park Service and
several local cultural agencies and
institutions.

Park

Briefs

JEAN LAFITTE NHP, LA.—More
than 150 guests braved inclement
weather Oct. 25 to participate in the
opening of the El Museo de Los Isleno
in St. Bernard, La. The new exhibits on
display portray the historical and
cultural developments of the Canary
Islanders in Louisiana, the settlers sent
by Spain from 1778-83 to thwart British
westward expansion. Visitors viewed
the series of 15 interpretive panels with
bilingual narrative. The reception was
jointly sponsored by NPS and the St.
Bernard Museum Board of the Spanish
Heritage and Cultural Society.

GOLDEN GATE NRA—The historic
ship BALCLUTHA underwent repairs
and received a new coat of paint
recently at the Pacific Drydock Co., in
Oakland, Calif. The square-rigger,
which was built in Scotland in 1886, is
part of the National Maritime Museum
Fleet. About $180,000 was spent to
replace hull plating, apply a plastic
coating to the bottom, paint the hull
and install new fire safety equipment.







