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New act bolsters park law enforcement, 
makes other beneficial changes 

President Ford signed into law, on October 
7, a "general authorities" act for improving 
the administration of the National Park System. 

The new law further amends the National 
Park Service Organic Act of 1916. 

Ten major changes will: 

*Authorize payment of moving expenses 
for dependents of deceased park employees 
who occupied Government housing. Compen­
sation would cover moves to nearest housing 
of similar standard reasonably available, plus 
rental of not to exceed 60 days. 

•Clarify statutes regarding enforcement of 
the law in park aieas. This will mean a clear 

Uniform allowance increased. . . (we've 
come a long way . . . from Scotts Blutf 
NM, Nebr., 1944). 

mandate for designated employees performing 
law enforcement functions to bear firearms, 
enforce Federal laws, execute process, and in­
vestigate offenses. 

"Increase the uniform allowance from $125 
to $400 a year. 

*Revisc the Freedom of Information Act 
to permit restricting disclosure of the locations 
of historic artifacts and objects. Availability of 
this information has contributed to the increase 
of vandalism and looting. 

"Mandate transmission to Congress each 
year of a list of not less than 12 areas of na­
tional significance that have potential for in­
clusion in the National Park System. 

Also: clarify boating regulations to protect 
natural resources, such as waterfowl; authorize 
meals and lodging for Service employees 
(especially applicable to U.S. Park Police) when 
engaged in overseeing prolonged events; con­
tinue until 1990 the Advisory Board, to be 
renamed the National Park System Advisory 
Board; authorize retrocession of legislative 
jurisdiction over park areas to facilitate enforce­
ment of both State and Federal laws by Federal 
rangers and State officers; and mandate sub­
mission of Park System management and 
facilities development plans to the Committees 
on Interior and Insular Affairs. 

Enforcement statutes clarified. . . designated employees authorized to enforce Federal/State laws in 
park areas . . . ('in Yellowstone, 1929). 



Alligator- "Keeper of the Everglades.' 

By Grant W. Midgley 
Chief, Publications and 
Public Inquiries, WASO 

Lying at the southern tip of Florida is a 
2,200-square-mile watery wilderness teeming 
with life. This is Everglades National Park, a 
haven for the alligator, the manatee and a host 
of majestic wading birds. The park's size, 
diversity of terrain, wealth of plant growth and 
abundance of wild creatures make it "a natura­
list's paradise." 

To maintain its unique subtropical charac­
ter, most of Everglades Park must be literally 
under water much of the year. Tropical 
weather systems (a few maturing into the 
dreaded hurricanes) and summer thunder­
storms deliver a great deal of moisture, an 
average of 57 inches a year. But this rain is 
highly seasonal-as much as 85 per cent falls 
from May through October. And the total is 
only about four fifths of the park's water needs. 
So a major quantity must come from outside. 

Nature's way of supplying this extra water 
was drainage from the north, much of it spill­
over from Lake Okeechobee. Historically, 
south of the lake, the land for many months 
was covered with a 25-mile-wide lazy river 
creeping southward. 

But, as former Superintendent Jack E. Stark 
points out, man has interrupted the traditional 
cycle by digging canals to drain land. "Today, 
not enough water flows naturally from the 
north, and the supply must be augmented," 
he says. "The park now receives 315,000 acre-
feet a year from the Central and Southern 
Florida Flood Control District. This is re­
leased at the beginning of the dry season, about 
November first." 

Southern Florida is very flat and underlain 
with porous limestone. Weak acids generated 
by decaying vegetation dissolve pockets in the 
limestone, which fill with peat, humus and marl 
(limestone mixed with smaller amounts of clay) 
to form thin soils. 

Five types of terrain are found in Ever­
glades National Park. Most of it is either true 
everglades or mangrove swamp. And there are 
small areas of cypress swamp, pine land and 
coastal prairie. 

Entering the park, as most visitors do, from 
the northeast, you are on the pineland, the 
park "heights," up to 7 feet above sea level. 
Pines, which must have dry soil most of the 

year, thrive there. But pines also need fire, 
which they resist well, or hardwood growth 
gradually takes over. 

Surrounding the pineland are the everglades, 
called by Indians Pa-Hay-Okee, "grassy waters." 
Seen from afar, this could be smooth prairie 
country, except that the "grain" is sawgrass 
(not really a grass, but a sedge) and the clusters 
of trees and farm buildings one sees on the 
plains are here islands of trees and other plant 
growth called "hammocks." Fire also plays a 
role here-without it the hammocks would 
gradually expand themselves, changing the 
natural everglades pattern. 

Everglades- "grassy waters " to the Indians. 

Everglades . . . a home of the alligator 
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The park's small segments of cypress swamp 
are within the everglades. (Some 1200 square 
miles of cypress swamp adjoins the park on the 
northwest. Much of this is Big Cypress Na­
tional Preserve, which was authorized in 1974.) 
Although closely linked ecologically, cypress 
swamp and everglades produce somewhat dif­
ferent plants because of soil variations. 

Water moves slowly through the park in 
shallow channels called sloughs. During the dry 
period, these and other depressions remain full 
of water. 

A prominent denizen of the park is the 
alligator, a life form that has inhabited the 
earth for some 85 million years, about 38 
times as long as has mankind. 

Because of the indispensable role he plays 
in the complex ecosystem, the alligator has 
been called "the keeper of the everglades." 
These reptiles clean the muck and excess plant 
growth out of channels and holes in the lime­
stone, thus making places of refuge during the 
dry season for other creatures-fish, turtles, 
snails-as well as themselves. Birds and mam­
mals also migrate to these wet spots to feed. 

The alligator's mating season is in the spring, 
as the wet period begins. The pregnant female 
finds a spot near water, deep in the marsh, and 
scrapes together muddy vegetation to build a 
conical nest about 7 feet across and a yard high. 
Then she digs a hole in the top of the mound, 
lays 40 to 60 eggs, and covers them. 

In the nest's warm interior, the baby 'gators 
develop in about 2 months. Hearing the soft 
grunts of the young, the mother opens the 
mound and the little ones get to the nearest 
water as fast as they can. 

Raccoons eat the eggs, and life for the babies 
is precarious, but grown alligators eat almost 
everything else-fish, turtles and mammals. 
They need fear only man, who will kill them 
for their hides, even in the park. 

Most visitors come to Everglades during the 
dry period, mid-December through mid-April, 
when the wildlife is concentrated around the 
water holes, and biting insects are mostly gone. 

A few miles inside the park you come upon 
Royal Palm Visitor Center, location of two out­
standing interpretive trails, the Anhinga and the 
Gumbo Limbo. The former is a raised board­
walk that enables you to stroll over Taylor 
Slough, a principal wildlife gathering place 
where you see alligators, wading birds and 
waterfowl. The anhinga, for which the trail is 
named, is a large bird also known as the water 
turkey and snake bird. A fisher by trade, the 
anhinga swims along the slough with its head 
and a few inches of neck out of the water, and 
dives when it spots a fish. A primitive bird with 
little oil on its feathers, the anhinga must dry 
them after each dip which it does by perching 
on a tree limb with wings outspread. 

Very close by-and a striking example of 
how a few feet in elevation can make a great 
difference in terrain-is the Gumbo Limbo 
Trail, named for a red-barked Caribbean tree 
thought by some to have inspired the name for 
gumbo soup. The trail leads the visitor through 
a tropical hardwood hammock. Such growth 
is dense, and would be impenetrable without 
the path. While most species are tropical, in­
cluding the very straight, majestic royal palms, 
they are mixed with southern forest types, in­
cluding live oaks. Here also are seldom-seen 
species such as the strangler fig, which wraps 
itself around other trees, gradually choking 
them, and many air plants, those that have no 

Anhinga, sometimes called "water turkey." 

Heron in the shallow waters of Florida Bay. Anhinga gulping down a fish. 

Mahogany Hammock Trail. 
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roots but hang onto tree trunks and branches, 
drawing their food from the atmosphere. 

Another major interpretive segment in the 
everglades is the slough of the Shark River on 
the north side of the park. Years back, visitors 
drove their cars on the Shark Valley loop road, 
but, because this disturbed the wild creatures, 
it was closed. Free public tram tours were 
begun in 1970. 

On the tram tours, safety is emphasized. 
Chains are fastened along the side to keep riders 
in, smoking is not allowed, and no one may 
stand while the vehicle is moving. But the 
driver stops at any time a bird or other wild 
creature is sighted, or when someone wants to 
take a photograph. 

Among the birds seen here is the everglades 
kite. It is believed there are only 150 of these 
in existence, and signs warn against shooting 
them. All live in the park, although they nest 
at Okeechobee. The kite eats only one thing, 
the Pomacea snail. 

Other creatures of the valley, in addition to 
alligators, are common gallinule, Louisiana her­
on, blue heron, great blue heron, little green 
heron, turkey vulture, (called the park's sanita­
tion engineer) great egret, snowy egret, gar fish 
(a principal food of the alligator), red-
shouldered hawk, coot, sparrow hawk, blue-
winged teal, white ibis, anhinga, and piedbill 
grebe. 

About halfway through the tour, the tram 

Brown pelican. 

stops at an observation station where visitors 
may walk up a spiral ramp to a tower. 

South and west of the everglades area lies 
the mangrove swamp. Here in the estuarine 
zone, where fresh water meets with salty ocean, 
grow the mangroves, trees tolerant of brackish 
water. Covering hundreds of square miles-
broken by channels and sounds-and hundreds 
of small, low islands called keys, the man­
groves form a wilderness that can be penetrated 
only by boat. To Indians, the mangrove is the 
"tree that walks." And they do: from limbs 
overhanging the water, they send branches 
straight down to take root. 

The decaying leaves of the mangrove create 
a nutrient-rich culture that nourishes hundreds 
of species of organisms and forms the base of 
food chains that support fish, birds, and 
amphibians. 

Of all the delights of Everglades National 
Park, visitors are perhaps most pleased by the 
great wading birds, such as herons, egrets, ibises 
and roseate spoonbills. For size, color, and 
grace in flight they are indeed spectacular. You 
can hardly tire of watching them take off in 
mass flights, or of looking for them roosting 
in the trees. The favorite nesting places for 
most of these birds are in the mangrove wilder­
ness or along its edges. 

At the extreme northwest portion of the 
park, on the Gulf of Mexico, is Everglades 
City, a jumping-off point for touring the man­
grove country. 

Ten primitive campsites located on the keys 
are administered from the district ranger station 
here. Effluent from the camps must be pumped 
into a barge and transferred to the sewer at 
Everglades City. 

Visitors get a good look at the mangrove 
wilderness by taking the concessioner-operated 
boat tour. Here you see the overhanging trees 
and narrow, dark waterways a neophyte 
associates with the name "everglades." The 
boats, flat-bottomed, very shallow craft, pick 
their way through the channels to come sud­
denly upon large sunny openings. And, during 
the winter, birds-hundreds of large birds show 
off in great flights. Alligators are sometimes 
here, too, lounging on the banks or bathing-
nearly submerged-in the pools. 

George Robinson, who heads the interpre­
tive program at Everglades, says that 90 per 
cent of the park interpretation is accomplished 
outdoors. 

"Our aim is to get people personally invol­
ved with the environment in a physical way," 
he says. 

He says the park is "not the type of place 
people envision it to be." This he ascribes to 
the fact that Hollywood and television have 
pictured the area as heavily overgrown swamp, 

which some of it is. But this concept leaves 
the visitor totally unprepared for the appearance 
of the sawgrass country or the subtlety of the 
pine woods and hammocks. 

Everglades supports one of the largest inter­
pretive efforts in the National Park System, 
utilizing 35 seasonal and 11 permanent em­
ployees. But there are relatively few physical 
interpretive facilities. Rather, the park has 
chosen to spend its money on quality interpre­
tive people. They maintain a high percentage of 
personal contacts-George believes 80 per cent 
of those who visit the park meet park interpre­
ters (park naturalists) face to face. 

The program includes a strong environ­
mental education activity, involving 12,000 to 
15,000 pupils from Dade County schools. Some 
go on overnight expeditions lasting 1 to 5 days. 

The southernmost built-up area in Ever­
glades Park is Flamingo, once a fishing village. 
Located 38 miles from the entrance, it sits on 
the park's small stretch of coastal prairie. To 
the north is mangrove swamp and to the south 
and east lies Florida Bay, an extensive but very 
shallow body of water full of fish. 

Between Royal Palm and Flamingo there 
are trails enabling visitors to observe closely 
three different types of environment-the 
Pa-Hay-Okee (everglades) Overlook, the Mahog­
any Hammock Trail and the Mangrove Trail. 

For canoeists, Everglades offers five primi­
tive mangrove wilderness trails. Four of these 
range from 2-1/2 miles to 12 miles in length. 
One reaches 88 nautical miles, from Flamingo 
north northwest to Everglades City. According 
to park officials, 30 to 40 persons a year make 
that trip, which takes "at least 5 to 6 hard 
days." 

Shark Valley Observation Tower. 

Visitor center and restaurant at Flamingo. 



Flamingo is a district ranger headquarters 
area and the site of a visitor center. Here there 
is a major concession operation including a 
motel and cottages, restaurant, gift shop and 
large marina. NPS manages a picnic site and 
nearly 300 camping spaces here also. 

At Flamingo, the coconut palms grow, the 
shore birds frolic at the bay's edge, turkey 
vultures loll near the visitor center and brown 
pelicans sit solemnly on poles at the wharf. The 
nights are blessedly quiet. 

One of the nearby islands in Florida Bay is 
Oyster Key, a place of historic interest in the 
conservation of America's natural heritage. 

Its story concerns an obscure man named 
Guy Bradley who, when he was in his teens, 
accompained a bird hunter named Chevalier 
on a shooting trip into the keys. At that time, 
feathers were widely used to ornament women's 
hats. Chevalier sold flamingo skins for $25 in 
Paris. And the New York millinery trade paid 
hundreds of gunners for bird skins from many 
parts of the country. 

In later years, after Florida made shooting 
the plumed birds illegal, Bradley became a 
warden hired by the Audubon Society. He was 
conscientious, and in his territory the bird 
population grew. But one day at Oyster Key, 
as he was trying to board the boat of a suspec­
ted poacher, he was shot and killed. 

Colliers magazine called Bradley "bird pro­
tection's first martyr." Women's clubs passed 
resolutions against using plumes to adorn hats, 
and before long feather hunting was no more. 

The wildlife of South Florida gained a per­
manent refuge when Everglades National Park 
was created in 1934. But since then, the buffer 
zone of relatively undeveloped land north of the 
park has been steadily shrinking. This change 
worries many, both in and out of the Park Serv­
ice. 

What is the long-term outlook? 
"Creation of Big Cypress National Preserve, 

which has stopped development in a major 
watershed serving southern Florida, has some­
what strengthened the water situation," former 
Superintendent Jack Stark says. "But the 
toughest long-range problem remains water 
level changes brought about by man's require­
ments for water." 

Another worry is the danger posed to park 
life by pollution from chemicals, especially 
persistent pesticides such as DDT. However, 
what was a severe "pollution crisis" in the 
60s has ebbed because use of some of these 
substances is now prohibited. 

What about that noted inhabitant of the 
park, the alligator? How is he faring? 

"Just a few years ago, declining alligator 
population was a concern," Jack said. "But 
enforcement of the Endangered Species Act 
has largely stopped interstate traffic in hides. 
With poaching under control, the alligators 
have made a good recovery. But - to emphasize 
the point-all the park's plants and animals 
depend upon an adequate and timely supply of 
good quality wfcter. If the alligator is to 
flourish here, we must keep that coming." 

(Editor's Note: See articles about transfer 
of Jack E. Stark to North Atlantic Region, 
Boston, as Regional Director; and appointment 
of John M. Good as Superintendent at Ever­
glades.) 

Trumpeter Swan Society meets 
The Fifth Trumpeter Swan Society Confer­

ence was held in Grand Teton National Park, 
Wyo., last September. 

During the proceedings, Yellowstone's 
South District Naturalist Joe Halladay pre­
sented all available information on trumpeter 
swan reproduction in the park. Only one 
cygnet was reported for the entire park. How­
ever, in the Tetons, where swans have been 
doing fairly well in recent years, there were no 
cygnets reported out of nine pairs of swans 
observed throughout the season. Trumpeters 
in Alasks seem to be doing well, with an esti­

mated population of 4,000, compared to 
approximately 1,000 in the lower States. 

During the 3-day conference, papers and 
panel discussions included such subjects as 
national and international trumpeter swan 
policy, trumpeter swan habitat, behavior and 
management. The final day of the conference 
was devoted to a field trip to swan habitat in 
the Tetons. 

Those interested in the Society should 
write to David K. Weaver, Secretary-Treasurer, 
The Trumpeter Swan Society, Box 62, Maple 
Plain, Mont. 55359. 

Trumpeter swan on nest. 

South Florida 
study presented 

In public meetings held in Florida recently, 
the Department of the Interior and the Florida 
Division of State Planning presented planning 
proposals for South Florida's environmental 
and economic resources. 

The proposals, based on four studies, fulfill 
one of the Department's obligations as a partici­
pant in the 1970 Everglades Jetport Pact and 
makes the following recommendations: 

* That regional population "carrying 
capacities" for South Florida's land and 
water resources be determined. 

* That land-use plans be based on those 
carrying capacities. 

* That the plans be supported by legal 
enforcement machinery. 

* That they be supported by on-going 
monitoring programs. 

These recommendations are a result of 
Phase I of the South Florida Environment 
Study undertaken by Interior in 1970 as an 
outgrowth of the Everglades Jetport contro­
versy. 

The second and final phase of the study will 
be the channeling of information collected 
during Phase I into the actual management of 
land and water in South Florida. 

Nothing would be done at all if a man 
waited till he could do it so well that no one 
could find fault with it. 

-John Henry Newman 

Congaree Swamp added to 
National Park System 

Some 15,000 acres of southern bottomland 
hardwood forest, situated in central South 
Carolina, have been authorized for addition to 
the National Park System as Congaree Swamp 
National Monument. 

This portion of the floodplain of the Con­
garee River is the setting for the Nation's 
finest remaining example of this forest type. 

Virtually all land in the monument will be 
what is known as the "Beidler Tract," acreage 
that has been in the ownership of a single 
family for generations, and has until recent 
years escaped timber harvesting. 

The Act establishing Congaree Swamp 
authorizes the expenditure of $35.5 million 
for purchase of land and $500,000 for devel­
opment of facilities. 

Fishing will be permitted in the monument, 
but hunting and trapping will not. However, on 
lands which have been leased for hunting, it 
may continue for not more than 5 years, pro­
vided such use is compatible with preservation 
of the resource. 
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NPS 
headquarters 
reorganized 

The realignment of the Washington Office, 
which has been underway for many months, 
became effective October 1. 

In a meeting of WASO employees, held 
September 21, Director Gary Everhardt ex­
plained the objectives of the reorganization, 
commended staffers for their cooperation 
during the transition period, and praised those 
who worked long hours to bring the reorganiza­
tion about. 

The Director noted that the new structure 
was being implemented without termination of 
any employee. All those whose positions were 
abolished or changed significantly were offered 
other jobs at the same grade. 

The realignment has been accomplished 
through the following key organizational 
changes: 

• Establishment of the Office of Program­
ming and Budget. This brings together func­
tions formerly contained in Planning and 
Program Policy, the Programming and Budget 
Division, and the Programs Control Division. 
This Office will coordinate policy and program 
formulation with the Associate Directors and 
field officials; prepare the Service's budget; 
provide information and justification to the 
Department, OMB, and the Congress; and con­
trol program accomplishments and resource 
allocations. The establishment of this Office 
immediately under the Director strengthens 
his involvement in the development and con­
trol of Service programs. 

• Establishment of the Office of Legisla­
tion. This regroups the legislative and legal 
functions formerly under the Associate Direc­
tor, Legislation, which Directorate has been 
abolished. Those activities which do not sup­
port the legislative function are relocated. This 
move places the legislative functions in a close 
staff capacity to the Director. 

• Establishment of the Associate Director, 
Management and Operations. This Office in­
corporates most of the functions formerly 
under the Associate Director, Park System 
Management. The realignment will increase the 
role of professional management and opera­
tional staffs in policy guidance, program 
formulation and review relating to park man­
agement and operation. The units reporting to 
him are: 

A. Assistant Director, Planning and 
Development-exercises line control over the 
Denver Service Center and the Harpers Ferry 
Center and coordinates with Regional Directors 
on their planning and professional services pro­
grams. 

B. Assistant Director, Park Operations-
brings together the important resource man­
agement and research program functions of the 
Service. These include natural sciences policy 
formulation and coordination of the scientific 
studies program; the functions formerly dis­
charged by the Chief Historian, Chief Archeolo-
gist, and Chief Architect (Historical); and those 
programmatic elements concerning visitor use, 
and the enjoyment, appreciation, and under­
standing of park values. 

C. Assistant Director, Special Services-
develops operational policies and programs of 
the Service pertaining to concessions manage­
ment, land acquisition, environmental sanita­
tion, safety, and mining and minerals activities. 

• Establishment of the Office of Coopera­
tive Activities. International Park Affairs, 
Federal and State Liaison, and the Professional 
Publications function have been strengthened 
and given increased stature by grouping them in 
a Staff Office reporting directly to the Director. 

• Establishment of the Associate Director, 
Preservation of Historic Properties. Programs 
grouped here are those concerning history, 
archeology, and historic architecture and 
engineering which are external to park activities. 
This Office replaces and modifies that of the 
Associate Director, Professional Services. The 
responsibilities here are distinguished from 
policies, programming, and support functions 
which relate to the management of the Park 
System. 

• Establishment of the Associate Director, 
Administrative Services. This reorganization of 
the responsibilities of the Associate Director, 
Administration, separates WASO support func­

tions from Servicewide administrative service 
functions. It permits administrative support 
services to the field to deal more effectively 
with Servicewide matters and organizes WASO 
support functions so as to enhance their effec­
tiveness. Among the major changes are the 
establishment of Training and WASO Personnel 
Operations as separate Divisions; and the incor­
poration of Youth Activities formerly assigned 
to the Associate Director, Park System Manage­
ment. All paperwork management and office 
services functions, including mail, files, and 
messenger services, will be performed in the 
newly created General Services Division. 

• The Bureau EEO Officer will report to 
the Deputy Director and has input into both 
training and personnel planning as well as man­
agement in general. This function is elevated 
to stress the importance the Service places on it. 

• Establishment of Assistant to the Direc­
tor, Alaska. This will effectively integrate the 
Alaska park program into Service planning 
activities. Its creation will serve to increase in­
teragency and intergovernmental cooperation 
and assure meaningful coordination with the 
Department's overall Alaska Program. 

WASO officials 

Director Gary Everhardt 
Deputy Director William J. Briggle 

Assistant to the Director William C. Everhart 
Assistant to the Deputy Director Charles L. Mangers (Acting) 
Assistant to the Deputy Director Jack Pound (Acting) 
Assistant to the Director, Alaska Roger Contor 
Assistant for Advisory Boards 

and Commissions Robert M. Landau (Acting) 
Advisory Council, Historic 

Preservation Robert Garvey, Jr. 
National Park Foundation John L. Bryant, Jr. 
EEO Officer Robert L. Nunn 
Office of Communications Thomas H. Wilson (Acting) 
Office of Programming & Budget Lowell V. Sturgill (Acting) 

Policy Division George A. Gowans 
Program Development & Control 

Division Lowell V. Sturgill 
Budget Division Jay L. Sahd 

Office of Legislation Richard C. Curry 
Legislative Division James M. Lambe 
Congressional Liaison Division Ira Whitlock 

Office of Cooperative Activities Jean C. Henderer (Acting) 
International Park Affairs Division Robert C. Milne 
Federal & State Liaison Division Jean C. Henderer 
Professional Publications Division Mark S. Carroll 

Associate Director, Management & 
Operations John F. Cook 
Assistant Director, Planning & 

Development Raymond L. Freeman 
Denver Service Center John W. Henneberger 
Harpers Ferry Center Marc Sagan 
Park Planning & Environmental 

Compliance Division Gerald Patten 
Design & Technology Division James W. Stewart 

Assistant Director, Park Operations Robert Stanton (Acting) 
Natural Resources Management 

Division Neal G. Guse, Jr. 
Research & Scientific Services 

Division Theodore Sudia 
Cultural Resources Management 

Division Robert M. Utley 
Maintenance Division Gerald A. Rowe 
Interpretation & Visitor Services 

Division William W. Dunmire 
Ranger Activities & Law 

Enforcement Division Richard S. Tousley 
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Assistant Director, Special 
Services Philip O. Stewart (Acting) 
Land Acquisition Division Charles R. Rinaldi (Acting) 
Concessions Management Division James A. Owen (Acting) 
Safety Officer Fred Tidwell 
Environmental Sanitation Officer Joseph Schock (PHS) 

Associate Director, Administrative 
Services J. Leonard Norwood 

Management Consulting Office Russell K. Olsen 
WASO Personnel Office Joe Rogers 
Personnel Management Division Barbara Hickman 
Contracting & Property Management 

Division Clayton Hagen 
Youth Activities Division Grover Barham 
Data Systems Division John N. Ritterhoff 
Training Division Tom D. Thomas 
General Services Division Vacant 
Finance Division Frank A. Limpouch 

Associate Director, Preservation 
of Historic Properties Ernest A. Connally 
Office of Archeology & Historic 

Preservation Jerry L. Rogers (Acting) 
National Register Division William J. Murtagh 
Grants Administration Division Vacant 
Interagency Archeological Services 

Division Rex L. Wilson 
Technical Preservation Services 

Division W. Brown Morton (Acting) 
Historic American Buildings 

Survey Divisioa John C. Poppeliers 
Historic American Engineering 

Record Division Douglas L. Griffin 
Historic Sites Survey Division George Emery (Acting) 

Woman invades man's world of warfare 

Kathy Georg. 

By James Carroll 
Communications Office, WASO 

The national parks have inspired many 
people, but none more than Kathy Georg of 
Gettysburg National Military Park. 

As a child growing up in nearby Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania, Kathy often was brought to 
Gettysburg by her parents. "When I became old 

enough, 1 started making the 125-mile trip once 
a year on my own," Kathy says, By this time 
she had become possessive: "I wanted to see 
how they were taking care of my park." 

From her initial love of Gettysburg, Kathy 
developed an intense interest in history. "By 
the ninth grade," she says. "I had read my first 
book on the Civil War." Many others were to 
follow. 

Now, a Master's degree in history later, 
Kathy has become an expert on the events of 
the Civil War, including its bloodiest battle at 
Gettysburg. 

Kathy doesn't like to be called an expert. 
"I'm just a dabbler into history," she says. But 
it is doubtful if any of the reporters who have 
interviewed her, including this one, come away 
with the impression that she is just an occasional 
historian. In her spare time lately she has been 
buying more bookcases. 

"In Gettysburg, there isn't much to do but 
read," Kathy points out. Kathy has a favorite 
spot for this activity-a dying tree (it was struck 
by lightning) on the battlefield's "peach 
orchard." 

Kathy knows all about this place, too. As 
she tells the visitor, it was in the orchard that 
almost all of a Massachusetts unit known as 
John Bigelow's Battery was shot down by 
confederate troops, and in the process 80 of its 
88 horses were killed. 

Only Kathy does not use the word "confed­
erate." She refers to Southern forces as "corn-
feds." "I read that some of the men called 
themselves that, and besides, it's easier to say," 
Kathy remarks. 

Kathy describes herself as a historical 
"purist." She is bothered, for instance, that no 
one knows for sure how many men were in­
volved in Longstreet's Assault, popularly 
known as Pickett's Charge, the strategy that 
probably cost the South victory at Gettysburg. 
Only one man in three retreated to safety 
from the battle that has become known as the 
High Water Mark of the Confederacy. 

Kathy believes that the estimate of 12,000 
men is high, but it is the one currently being 
used by interpreters throughout the park. "If 
there is error, at least we are consistent," she 
says. 

Kathy's historical purity once got her into 
trouble, she recalls. As a high school youth, 
Kathy hung out a Confederate flag on Memorial 
Day. "My mother made me take it down when 
we got calls from the neighbors," Kathy remem­
bers. "What they didn't know was that Memor­
ial Day was originated by the Daughters of the 
Confederacy to honor Civil War dead," Kathy 
says. 

Since warfare has been predominantly a 
male activity throughout history, perhaps 
Kathy's interest in the subject is unusual (al­
though she would not admit this as a women's 
liberation supporter who believes that history 
as a discipline has not yet been completely 
opened up for females). 

Even Kathy's two Master's theses at the 
University of Pittsburgh dealt with the military. 
The first was on the founding and early exist­
ence of the Naval Observatory in Washington 
from 1830 to 1861, and the second on Mexico's 
history from 1800 to 1870. The latter period, 
as she expresses it, "contained nothing but a 
series of revolutions." 

Nevertheless, Kathy considers herself a 
generalist. "Historians are the luckiest people 
of all," she stresses, "because they are not con­
fined to one subject." 

Kathy has dealt with many subjects at 
Gettysburg, in addition to the military tactics 
used there. She recently did a study of the 
battle's effects on farmers in the area, many of 
whom lost their houses, barns, and horses. 
"The War Department took the attitude that it 
was unpatriotic to complain about losses," 
Kathy says. 

In the past year, she has been photograph­
ing and describing all of the fixed structures 
over 50 years old in the park. Tom Harrison, 
her supervisor and chief of the park's planning 
and resource preservation, is quick to stress 
that Kathy put in more than 700 hours of her 
own time on the project. "It will give us a 
better idea of what we have of historical value 
at Gettysburg," Kathy says. 

In the future, one would hope that she will 
have time to put more of her expertise into 
writing, rather than giving it to the world piece­
meal through traveling journalists who come to 
Gettysburg. 

As it has been since April 1974 when she 
came on duty, Kathy's job as park technician 
is classified as temporary, a designation the 
park is trying to change. It would, indeed, be a 
shame to lose her, perhaps to another of the 
many subjects of history. 
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Blasting theory 
demonstrated 

Last June, 30 Rocky Mountain Region 
blasters attended a 5-day workshop at Glacier 
National Park, Mont. The program was con­
ducted with the help of Ray Adolphson, Forest 
Service's regional blaster-examiner. More than 
20 speakers from Federal and State agencies, as 
well as private industry, participated in the 
workshop, which covered the many facets of 
blasting operations. 

Due to an increase in accidents and unlawful 
use of explosives in recent years, tighter con­
trols have been necessary. In addition to the 
regulations enforced by the Department of 
Labor, through its Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA), there are other 
agencies that have jurisdiction over purchase, 
transportation, storage, and use of explosives. 
Some of the Federal agencies who were repre­
sented at the workshop, in addition to OSHA, 
were Mining Enforcement and Safety Adminis­
tration, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, and the 
Bureau of Mines. 

The basic theory of blasting was presented; 
and reference material was made available. 
Literature included instructions on how to 
properly set up a blast with unwanted side ef­
fects such as ground vibrations and flying rock. 

Explosive manufacturers' representatives 
brought their equipment and expertise. They 
provided a broad view of the many different 
products and approaches to blasting equipment 
and explosives. New products were discussed in 
detail and later used in field demonstrations. 

One full day was spent in the field actually 
using the latest equipment and explosives, 
under the supervision of Adolphson, instructor 
from the Forest Service, and William Hope, 
RMR blaster-examiner from Yellowstone. Each 
participant was given the opportunity to ex­
pand his knowledge and experience in setting 
up and firing explosive charges. All precautions 
for providing a safe working area were taken. 
Barricading, signaling, and flagging were empha­
sized. 

The Rocky Mountain Region now has 36 
certified blasters and three blaster-examiners. 

First conference in natural sciences 
at Hawaii Volcanoes National Park 

The First Conference in Natural Sciences 
for the Hawaiian National Parks was held on 
August 19-20 at the Hawaii Field Research 
Center in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. 
The 93 registered participants from various 
Federal, State and institutional levels formed 
the largest gathering of scientists ever to 
assemble in a Hawaiian park, for presentations 
of papers and discussions of topics relating to 
natural history research and natural resource 
management. 

Forty-one papers were presented in fields of 
interest ranging from the biology, ecology, and 
natural resource management of Hawaii's rare 
and endangered species and ecosystems found 
in parks, to topics in anthropology, archeology, 
and volcanology. Superintendent Bob Barbee 
of Hawaii Volcanoes opened the Conference 
with an official welcome and a paper on the 
Conceptual Basis for Natural Resource Mana­
gement in National Parks. This was followed 
by a topic on the Role of Research in National 
Parks by Regional Chief Scientist Wally Wallis. 

Both introductory papers established a 
theme for the Conference around the relation­
ships between management and research in 
administering national park lands. The need 
for research and management is great in Hawaii 
Volcanoes and Haleakala National Parks. The 
two parks comprise the largest Federal land 
holdings in the State of Hawaii, in a part of 
the world where more species of plants and 
animals have already gone extinct-and more 
are rare and endangered-than in any other 
biological province on the face of the earth. 
More than 90 percent of native Hawaiian 
species are found nowhere else but in Hawaii, 
and many only on park lands. Since arrival of 
European man in the islands 200 years ago, and 
his introduction of modern technology and 
many nonnative aggressive plants and animals, 

the decline of endemic species and ecosystems 
has been rapid and disastrous. Many species 
found on Hawaiian park lands are threatened 
with extinction. This makes management of 
natural resources even more difficult in a com­
plex environment threatened by active vulcan-
ism. 

Out of the needs for research and man­
agement have come a complex of interrelated 
research facilities in Hawaii Volcanoes. The 
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory managed by 
the U.S. Geological Survey was established in 
1911 to study and monitor the heartbeat of 
Hawaii's two active volcanoes, both of which 
are located in the park. In 1968 the Mauna Loa 
Field Station was established as a research facil­
ity for personnel from NPS and F&WS study­
ing rare and endangered species and ecosystems. 
In 1973, the Hawaii Field Research Center was 
established by NPS, from facilities that were a 
former Job Corp Camp, providing dormitory 
and laboratory spaces for research scientists 
working in Hawaii Volcanoes. The facility was 
used by many of those presenting papers at the 
Conference. 

Park Service personnel in addition to Bar-
bee and Wallis presenting papers at the Confer­
ence were Research Scientist Ken Baker, Park 
Naturalist Suzy Allen; Management Ecologist 
Don Reeser; Park Ranger Paul Banko; Superin­
tendent at City of Refuge Jerry Shimoda; 
Pacific Historian Russ Apple; and Dr. Cliff 
Smith, director of the Cooperative National 
Parks Resources Studies Unit at the University 
of Hawaii. 

Because of the success of the first Confer­
ence, others are planned every other year, 
sponsored jointly by Hawaii Volcanoes, the 
Hawaii Natural History Association and the 
University Coop Unit. 

DFEB awardee 
Rudy L. Baca, EEO Officer for the South­

west Regional Office, was honored by the 
Denver Federal Executive Board September 1 
with the fourth annual Award for Outstanding 
Contribution in Equal Employment Oppor­
tunity. 

Baca was EEO Officer for the Rocky Moun­
tain Regional Office in Denver prior to his 
recent transfer to Santa Fe. 

The DFEB award was one of 18 presented 
at a Denver luncheon to honor those individuals 
and organizations who made outstanding civic 
contributions during 1975-76. Vice Chairman 
Georgianna H. Sheldon of the U.S. Civil Serv­
ice Commission was the guest speaker at the 
luncheon. 

Baca was recognized for his energetic re­
cruitment of minorities and women for sea­
sonal work in the Park Service, doubling those 
groups' employment with the NPS in 2 years. 
He also donates personal time in many areas, 
such as teaching Spanish to fellow employees 
during noon hours. 

Baca is a native of New Mexico and has 
degrees from the University of New Mexico and 
Antioch College (Ohio). 

He who makes no mistakes never makes 
anything. 

English Proverb. 

Police get accolades 
Last August, 27 students of the U.S. Park 

Police Basic Police School at the Federal Law 
Enforcement Training Center, Glynco, Ga., 
graduated with a class average of 414 out of a 
possible 450 points. This 92-percent class-
average was the highest ever attained at the 
Center. 

Private Michael D. Fogarty led the class 
scholastically with 448 points. Privates Barry 
V. Brodd, Lawrence J. Bruno, and Mark 
Chersevani were awarded trophies as the top 
qualifiers on the Standard Qualification Course 
at the Firing Range. Private Thomas R. Ringer 
of USPP and Sergeants Harry Preflatish and 
Mark Jurgenson of the Federal Protection Serv­
ice attained "expert" status. 

The graduating class was the second in 
recent U.S. Park Police history to be called from 
training to participate in emergency law en­
forcement. Their participation in the Bicenten­
nial events of July 1-5, 1976 brought many 
accolades and was a credit to their training. 
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