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NPS planners
scout Congaree

By Jim Ryan
Public Information Officer SER

Paul Revere and his buddy up in the steeple
of the Old North Church would have had a real
workout this summer if they had been available
for the invasion of Congaree Swamp National
Monument, S.C., by members of a National
Park Service planning team.

The NPS planners came not only by land
and ‘“‘sea,” they even scouted the 15,000-acre
area along the Congaree River southeast of
Columbia, S.C., by air.

If Paul Revere had been along, the planners
would also probably have inspected on horse-
back the bottomland hardwood forest. In
Paul’s absence, however, team members
settled for four-wheel-drive vehicles.

Congaree Swamp National Monument, one
of the most recent additions to the National
Park System, was established in October
1976. The planning team, led by Economist
Craig Axtell of the Denver Service Center, was
given less than 3 years to develop a General
Management Plan, Wilderness Recommend-
ation and draft Environmental Impact State-
ment.

Thus, when spring and early summer broke
over the hot and humid South Carolina
piedmont, team members were busily about
their task, surveying Congaree Swamp to
determine: first, if boundary adjustments are
necessary or desirable for resource protec-
tion, scenic integrity, and management and
administration; second, the number of visitors
and the types of public use that can be
accommodated by the National Monument;
and third, the location and estimated cost of
facilities necessary to accommodate these
visitors and uses.

In order to facilitate planning, the team
held a public workshop in mid-July at
Lower Richland High School, located near
the National Monument. More than 100
residents of the area participated in the
workshop and provided valuable resource in-
formation and suggestions.

The people of central South Carolina
have taken a deep interest in the Congaree
Swamp, and well they should, for studies have
shown that the swamp possesses “‘a rare
quality and considerable scientific value,” and
that it is an “outstanding example of a near-
virgin southern hardwood forest.”

Even though the entire 15,000 acres in-
corporated in the National Monument have
been only routinely canvassed, they are known

to support 24 State champion trees, six of
which also are national champions. One of the
most spectacular trees is a loblolly pine
towering 144 feet above the ground and meas-
uring 15 feet, 10 inches in circumference.
Other national champions include the
bitternut hickory, swamp privet, possumhaw,
sweetgum and overcup oak. Southwesterners
will be interested to know the swamp con-
tains a cottonwood 17 feet in circumference,

and Hoosiers should raise their eyebrows at
news of a sycamore 14 feet, 6 inches in cir-
cumference.

The Congaree Swamp area has been logged
since before the turn of the century, but
initially only for the giant cypress growing
there. When clear-cutting of the virgin timber
began in the early 1970s, conservation groups
kindled a fire of interest that led to inclusion

(Continued on page 2.)

Cedar Creek, one of the major streams draining Congaree Swamp, provides rugged but scenic

views.

Under proposals presented by Secretary Andrus on Sept. 15 to the House Interior Subcom-
mittee on Alaskan Lands, the Park Service would gain 10 new parklands covering 41.77 million
acres. Andrus emphasized that the proposals would place “‘the crown jewels of Alaska
in trust for the benefit of our Nation’s children.”

A full length feature story on the Alaska hearings will appear in a future edition. (Editor)
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of a major portion of the swamp in the
National Park System.

Because most of the area is under lease to
a private hunting club, whose lease will be
honored for a maximum § years after land for
the National Monument is acquired, it will be
some time before development to accommo-
date visitors will begin.

But when that development is completed,
Congaree Swamp National Monument will be
available for one and all to witness what
perhaps is the most spectacular forest in the
southeastern United States.

Even Paul Revere would have been im-
pressed, and it is not necessary to speculate on

what Joyce Kilmer’s reaction would have been.

Fort Sumter NM Superintendent and South
Carolina State Coordinator W, P, “Ping”’ Craw-
ford inspects national champion loblolly pine.

Framed by overhanging trees, the Congaree
River flows past the mouth of Cedar Creek.

Mounted patrol,
a park tradition

By Bob Huggins
Park Interpretive Specialist
Lake Mead National Recreation Area, Nev.

When most people think of the park ranger
and his horse, the tall, tanned, squared jaw,
“Johnny Horizon” in gray and green, he is rid-
ing his faithful mount against a backdrop of tall
trees and alpine streams. But, this story is set
in quite a different environment—the stark
beauty of the Mohave Desert that surrounds
Lake Mead National Recreation Area.

With most of its 1% million acres of land
inaccessible to motor vehicles, the horse was
the logical choice as a means of backcountry
patrol. In September of 1974, Bill Briggle, then
Superintendent of Lake Mead, initiated the
ranger mounted patrol as a part of the total
ranger program. Since that time, the mounted
patrol has played an important role in com-
munity relations, interpretation, and law
enforcement. According to Kerry Maxwell,
Mounted Patrol Team Leader, “People,
especially kids, are just naturally attracted to
a ranger on a horse. It must have something
to do with the traditional image of the
National Park Service.”

When the mounted patrol entered four
parades in the surrounding communities and
rode away with four first place trophies, the
image was stronger than ever. “I guess it
proves that people generally relate favorably

to the ranger on horseback, as a friendly
protector of our national parklands,” said
Maxwell.

The two horses currently used for patrol
were purchased in a “green broke” stage. The
thoroughbreds were put through an inten-
sive training program during which the rider
and the horse grew to respect and respond to
one another. Maxwell trains the horses in
basic dressage, which includes the side step,
half pass, turn on the forehand, and turn on
the hock. The mounts are also trained in
jumping and are acclimated to work-related
distractions which might spook the average
horse, such as flashing red lights, sirens,
flares, fire crackers, flapping tarps, and large

crowds. The rangers must also be trained.
During a 3-month training period, each horse

patrolman learns technical horsemanship,
develops riding skills, and applies practical
mounted patrol techniques.

At the end of the training period, rider
and horse are a team that work together
with mutual respect.

The image of the park ranger on horse-
back is, perhaps, one of the most positive
and friendly memories that a park visitor
takes home. In an era of mechanization,
the horse and his rider offer a unique con-
tact for visitors, a versatility for protective
services, and a vestige of our long and proud
national park tradition.

Kerry Maxwell (left) and Walt Mince display two of four First Place trophies won in recent
parades. Not shown is third team member, John Benjamin.




Camp Saylor Director Elisa Caravaglia (center) takes a break with the corpsmembers helping clear out flood debris at the Johnstown Flood Museum.

Park crews
in disaster area

There were those who said it would not
happen, that Johnstown, Pa., was now a
“flood-free” city. Killers like the Johnstown
Flood of 1889 and the St. Patrick’s Day
Flood of 1938 were not expected to strike
again.

But a storm on the night of July 19
brought more than 9 inches of rain within 7
hours, drowning more than 70 people and
wiping out property and roads in and around
this struggling city.

Victims battled perilous situations to save
loved ones. One family was hit with a torrent
of water while attempting to escape from a
car. The mother, clutching her children, reach-
ed a tree and clung for safety. A helicopter
rescued her and one of her sons, but one boy
was lost. One man waded through chest-deep,
and rapidly rising waters to save his three
small children.

As survivors continue to exchange chilling
stories, and as Johnstown picks up the pieces
of its life, the National Park Service Western
Pennsylvania Group continues to serve the
community in the aftermath.

Clerk-Stenographer Dusty G. Shultz has
cooked for dozens of victims of hard-hit
Tannerysville.

Dan R. Hostler, chief of Resource Manage-
ment and Visitor Protection, has organized
search groups and clean-up crews.

YCC members from nearby Camp Saylor
reconstructed trails, foot bridges and walks
at the Johnstown Flood Memorial, where
damage is estimated at $5,000.

While the survivors once again struggle to
rebuild Johnstown, NPS interpreters continue
to tell the story of the floods of 1889, as
well as the more recent story of the disastrous
effects of uncontrolled water.

NPS laborer Joe Nicholson inspects damage to bridge on the South Fork of the Little Conemaugh
River near Johnstown Flood NM.

New Johnstown, the road in the foreground was washed out in the flood, but the house in the
center remains intact despite being surrounded with water.




Cultural bridges

Role playing by participants at the workshop, ““Cultural Bridges and Barriers,” at the Stephen T. Mather Training Center, Harpers Ferry, W.Va., Sept. 14.

By Sheila Thomas
Cultural Education Specialist, WASO

Overcoming barriers that hinder building
bridges of acceptance and respect from one
culture to another was the theme of a Septem-
ber workshop at the Stephen T. Mather Train-
ing Center, Harpers Ferry, W.Va.

The S-day training course was programmed
and conducted by a Washington-based minority
consulting firm, BLK, Inc., in cooperation with
the NPS EEO office and Mather Training
Center. Twenty-three NPS employees, repre-
senting parks from Boston to San Francisco
and Wyoming to Florida, participated as
trainees. Minority resource persons from out-
side the Service were engaged to provide
information regarding their history as a peo-
ple in the U.S.A., and to give examples of
barriers encountered in dealing with the
larger, majority culture.

In addition to the special presentations
by minority speakers, small and large group
discussions, role playing and films were em-
ployed as vehicles for chipping away at the
negative and stereotypic images of minorities
which are still present in our society. A cross
cultural awareness survey, in the form of a
questionnaire, generated a lively discussion
and some specific conclusions (e.g., race and
sex discrimination are the basic reasons for the
large percentage of minorities in low-grade
jobs).

Emphasis was placed on communicating
with non-English speaking park visitors and on
the importance of making information mate-
rials available in languages other than English.
Attention was given to meeting the needs of
physically and mentally disabled persons,
and to the status of women within the Service.

Speakers representing minority concerns
were Armando Rendon, American University,
Washington, D.C.; Mimi Tse, Creative Asso-
ciates, Inc., Washington, D.C.; Bud Sheperd,
Bureau of Indian Affairs; Freda Cheung, Health,
Education and Welfare; and Denise Cavanaugh,
Cavanaugh & Cook Associates, Washington,

and barriers

D.C. In a special evening session Ruth Bates
Harris, former deputy assistant administrator
for Community & Human Relations at
National Aeronautics and Space Admini-
stration, shared examples of the many kinds
of barriers faced by black Americans.

Frank Smith, superintendent of Chamizal
National Memorial, Tex., and John Townsley,
superintendent of Yellowstone also appeared
as guest speakers, drawing from their consider-
able experience to address the culture and
future direction of NPS. Herb Cables, acting
deputy superintendent of Gateway National
Recreation Area, N.Y.-N.J., spoke on urban
parks, their role in the Service and in the com-
munities they serve.

The final day of ‘“‘Cultural Bridges and
Barriers” evoked the following comments:

... “We have found that we are more
flexible than we believed ourselves to
be.

... “We've finally getting resource people
who make a difference.”

it

. “We’ve been to a lot of courses up here.
This is the first one I’ve been to that
finally had some impact.”

... “Managers should have this course.”

Stephen T. Mather Training Center Superin -
tendent Dave Karraker.

Federal Women’s Program Coordinator Jeanetta Foreman and Sylvia Marshall of BLK,

Inc., Washington, D.C,
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Mountain guide concessioner worships competence

When he was 8, Mike Covington and two
companions were stranded for an entire day on
a rocky shelf where they’d jumped, only to
find they couldn’t retreat or ascend.

When Mike was 12, he heard a rattlesnake
buzzing from a crevice only inches from his
outstretched hand as he scaled a peak near his
California home.

When he was 15, he used an old clothesline
to belay with, looping it through 16-penny
nails that he’d doubled over with blows from a
carpenter’s hammer.

Given that sort of introduction to moun-
tain climbing, whatever became of Mike
Covington?

Simple. He became a professional climber
and guide, one who worships competence.

Today, at 30, he owns and operates the
Fantasy Ridge Alpinism Mountain Guides of
Colorado in Estes Park, just outside the east-
ern boundary to Rocky Mountain National
Park. He is, in fact, a park concessioner and few
indeed are the peaks, trails and sheer walls of
the park that Covington doesn’t know from
personal acquaintance.

Mike Covington and his staff of nine guides
provide alpine training to some 800 persons
each year, with Rocky Mountain National
Park as their classroom. In classes of from three
to five students each, they offer training rang-
ing from basic rock, snow and ice climbing to
advanced technical climbing, using the most
sophisticated equipment.

“Our youngest client is 6 years old. The
oldest is 70, and they’re both doin’ great,”
Covington reports. “The little guy is climbing
about 5.7 when he reaches the holds.”” The
comment refers to the numerical system of
difficulty assigned to climbing challenges.
Depending upon difficulty, a climb may be
rated from Class 1 to Class S. Class 5 climbs
are rated from 5.0 to 5.11, with the higher
number the most difficult.

Since becoming a park concessioner in
1973, Covington and his staff have had only
a single client injury (a simple leg fracture) and
they have led graduates on some of the world’s
most exceptional alpine challenges, e.g., in
Pakistan, Kenya, on Mount McKinley and—in
their own backyard—on the sheer eastern
face of Long’s Peak here in Rocky Mountain
Park, a vertical wall known as The Diamond.

Covington comes by his commitment to
safety the hard way. After overcoming his
early fears of heights and rattlesnakes, and
after surviving his makeshift use of clothesline
and 16-penny nails, misfortune struck. He
suffered a broken leg that put him in a cast
for 9 months, but even that turned out to
his advantage. For it was while thus incapaci-
tated that he drew up a proposal to operate the
climbing concession in Rocky Mountain
National Park.

“Hubert Creton had the concession at that
time, but he had indicated he was going home
to Switzerland and that the concession would
be available at renewal time next year. As it
happened, I got it.”

The principal reason why Covington was
awarded with the concession contract, he says,
is his emphasis on safety (he calls it a “self-
imposed, very high level of competence among
the staff, keen to environment attitudes™).

“We don’t lecture our students. We do things

by example,” he says. “We have our people be
considerate in walking through tundra, or in
picking up litter or maintaining a camp. We've
also introduced a lot of clean climbing tech-
niques, where we use the irregularities of the
rock to wedge chocks or nuts rather than
driving pitons or expansion bolts.”

Covington’s interpretation of alpinism differs
greatly from early mountaineering. He says,
“Fellas like Jim Bridger, the Sourdough whose
ascent of Mount McKinley, personify early
mountaineering, while alpinism is much more
sophisticated. It includes every thing—technical
climbing, skiing, high altitude climbing on
rocks, snow and ice. Alpinism requires much
more overall knowledge of the mountain
environment.”

A wiry 5-10, 140-pounder, Covington says
there are few climbing challenges that produce
butterflies for him, but there are people who
do.

That would be the type whose fantasies
have overcome his sense of reality, and who
insists he’s qualified to tackle Everest. How
does Covington cope with such individuals?
“Well, we don’t argue with ’'em. We just enroll
them in the school, and give them an opportun-
ity to prove that they can do all that they say
they can do.”

Thus far, Covington has chosen not to
advertise, and to rely instead on word of mouth
promotion by his graduate students.

How many clients did Fantasy Ridge School
have the first year?

“Oh, boy, not very many,” he laughs. “My
two guides and I made only about $3,000 in
total income for the first year. Next year,
though, our operation almost doubled, and it
doubled again the year after that, so things are
looking up.”

The school offers a wide variety of courses
in 4- to 8-hour segments, from the most basic to
the most sophisticated. Student-instructor
ratios are kept low, with no more than five
students per class, ten in mountaineering.

The ties with Rocky Mountain National
Park are close indeed. The Fantasy Ridge
Alpinism School is located in a building that
once served as park headquarters.

Necessary equipment for professional
climbers.

Michael Covington.

Rappeling, swinging off the lip of overhang,
is the first step in the descent of this mountain
climber from Eagle Cliff in Rocky Mountain
NP, Colo.




NPS helps plan city park
in Pennsylvania

Innovative city park planning assisted by the
Park Service and other Federal agencies has
turned a Pennsylvania strip-mine into a county
recreational park. In economically hard-hit
Scranton, kids now play on green ballfields
where a spoils bank once scarred the landscape.

The park was designed by Barron H. Bohnet,
NPS landscape architect and park planner with
the Mid-Atlantic Regional Office. Bohnet
worked closely with State and county represen-
tatives during planning and construction. Boh-
net, and other members of MARO will assist the
Bureau of Mines when they begin surface res-
toration and interpretation of an additional
mine site within the park.

Named in honor of local Congressman
Joseph M. McDade, the 126-acre county park
along the Northeast Extension of the Pennsyl-
vania Turnpike, invites visitors to hike trails
through pine and decidous woods, picnic next
to ponds and play tennis on municipal courts.

The park (called “‘a miracle” by one former
miner) also demonstrates innovative use of
local resources. Roadways and park areas were
constructed with “red dog,” a readily available
coal ash; run-off gutters of colorful stone har-
monize with surroundings; and a soon-to-be-
completed fragrance garden will be landscaped
with regional plants, flowers, and shrubs.

In addition, the park offers an historical
tour of anthracite mining at the newly-built
State Historical Museum on park grounds.
Swimming and primitive camping will also be
offered shortly.
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Before—view of strip mine area near Scranton, Pa., as it was left by mine operators after years

After—Joseph M. McDade Park today, a county recreation park planned by NPS landscape
architect Barron H. Bohnet.

Donation

to Rocky Mountain National Park

Generous smiles signify the completion of
a donation under which Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park in Colorado will acquire a 12-acre
wooded property that has for years been the
summer home of Mr. and Mrs. Murray H. Leif-
fer of La Jolla, California (center). Regional
Director Lynn H. Thompson (left) holds the
hand of Mrs. Dorothy Leiffer, while Superin-
tendent Chester L. Brooks of Rocky Mountain
National Park is at right. The property includes
an open-ceiling lodge and a modern, winterized
cabin, and is located a short distance outside
the southern boundary of the park. Mr. and
Mrs. Leiffer will have life tenancy. They made
the donation to the park in the name of their
late son, Don J. Leiffer.



Nez Perce
perform at Big Hole

To the rhythm of the drumbeats,
splendidly-dressed dancers of the Nez Perce
Indian Tribe performed in advance of the
centennial memorial program at Big Hole
National Battlefield near Wisdom, Mont., on
August 9. The event marked the 100th
anniversary of one of the major conflicts of
the Nez Perce War, in which Chiefs Joseph,
White Bird, Looking Glass and Ollikot dis-
tinguished themselves as warriors and states-
men.

Bridging nearly a full century of the Nez Perce people are John Woods, 96, of Lapwai, Idaho,
and 11-year-old Steve Axtell of Lewiston, Idaho, both members of the Colville Nez Perce Tribe,
They were among the more than 2,500 persons who attended the centennial memorial pro-
gram at Big Hole NB near Wisdom, Mont., on Aug. 9.

Some of the more than 2,500 persons at the memorial program at Big Hole NB near Wisdom, Mont., stand for the posting of color's at the visitor
center, Speakers at the colorful ceremony included Allen Slickpoo, tribal historian for the Idaho Nez Perce Indian Tribe, tl!ld Don Rickey, a
prominent Western historian. Deputy Regional Director Glen Bean of the Rocky Mountain Region was master of ceremonies.
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Carlsbad’s
creative skit

A puppet show, written, directed and pro-
duced by park technicians at Carlsbad Caverns
National Park, N. Mex., got rave reviews from
park-goers, according to Carlsbad Public Infor-
mation Officer Bob Crisman. While the skit
was created primarily for children, visitors of
all ages have allegedly been “tickled” by the
performance which ran during August.

The script, a condensed and mostly narra-
tive version of the original, goes something like
this:

Enter young Frederick from Philadelphia,
Pa.: “Wow! There it is, the entrance to Carls-
bad Caverns! Oh, I can’t wait to go in. I
wonder if it’s really the biggest cave in the
world. I heard that there are bats in there,
about 300,000, yuck!”

Freddie’s fears are assuaged by a gentle
park ranger who assures him bats are shy; they
prefer to stay by themselves. Relieved, the
inquisitive visitor learns a little about the park
and the job of a park ranger.

Scene II: A friendly bat named Mr. Bernard
Feffernouisant Bat II convinces Frederick that
bats don’t really suck your blood or fly into
your hair. Frederick learns that bats and people
are related —both are mammals, animals born
without shells and nourished with mothers’
milk. The now much-more-informed Frederick
pronounces the bat’s scientific name (Chic-rop-
ter-a) and learns that their ears provide a spe-
cial sense needed to detect insects in the night.
Following a thorough inspection of the bat’s
tail, mouth, and fingered wings, the two ‘“mam-
mals” bid a congenial adieu. End of Scene II.

The curtain opens on a stalagmite just
waking up from an apparently restful sleep.

“I couldn’t wait ’til the lights were shut off last
night. I sure did show myself off to a lot of
visitors yesterday. Oh, here comes a park visi-
tor. I'd better straighten up and look my best
for him.”

The stalagmite is just getting presentable
when Frederick appears and proceeds to give
the ancient rock a touch. “Ar-rr-gh! No!
Please don’t touch me! Please!” the stalagmite

|

Children’s puppet show, interpretive program at Carlsbad Caverns NP.

pleads. Startled, Freddie asks if his touch
would hurt the rock. “It sure would,” the
injured rock answers.

After Freddie learns that touching a stalag-
mite stains it, they exchange apologies (the
stalagmite apologizes for being so sensitive).
Then the rock gives a little ancient history on
how his father, a raindrop, met his mother, a
rock; how they married and gave birth to a
stalagmite.

A cave restorer soon enters the scene and
gives the stalagmite a good cleaning. The skit

winds up with the bat, ranger, stalagmite and
restorer converging in a grand finale, each re-
iterating his main reason for being at Carlsbad
Caverns. The puppets exit, and alone at last,
Frederick (a puppet also) concedes that his
friends back home will probably never believe
he talked to a rock and a bat. “They’ll prob-
ably think I've gone bat . . . Oops, can’t say
that—they’ll think I’ve gone rocks . . . no, can’t
say that either. Well, they’ll think I’m just
nuts. I guess they’ll just have to come and see
for themselves.” (Curtain).

Mrs. Mondale visits park

Mrs. Joan Mondale, wife of the Vice Presi-
dent, recently spent 2 days in central Texas
promoting arts and crafts and visiting the LBJ
Ranch as the guest of Lady Bird Johnson.
Park Superintendent Alec Gould and Mrs. John-
son conducted Mrs. Mondale on a tour of the
LBJ Ranch, now a part of Lyndon B. Johnson
National Historic Site, and the adjoining LBJ
State Park. The National and State Parks have
a coordinated visitor services program which
includes a bus tour of the ranch beginning at
the State Park.

Mrs. Mondale took the NPS tour bus which
carries visitors through the LBJ Ranch. She
expressed satisfaction at the preservation and
interpretive work of the National Park Service.







