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Carter supports additional Park Service jobs 
The Federal budget requests that President 

Jimmy Carter sent to Congress on Washington's 
Birthday include the 1,000 additional perman­
ent positions that have been proposed for the 
National Park Service. 

The staffing proposal accompanies a $13 
million item in a supplemental request for 
Fiscal Year 1977. 

In addition, the supplemental contains 
S96 million as the first installment of a 5-year 
program to upgrade facilities in the National 
Park System. 

Also on February 22, Secretary Andrus 
outlined the Carter requests for the House 
Subcommittee on Appropriations for the 
Department of the Interior and Related 
Agencies. 

"A major increase for National Park System 
operations is the additional SI 1 million re­
quested to further upgrade the cyclic main­
tenance program for park facilities," he said. 
"The 1978 construction program includes 
$91 million as the second-year funding for the 
5-year development program. The proposed 
budget also includes $35 million to be appro­
priated for the newly created Historic Preser­
vation Fund for Historic Preservation grants-
in-aid to the States," Andrus said. 

Appropriations requested for NPS for 
FY 1978 total $556 million, an increase of 
$170 million over 1977. The increase breaks 
down as follows: 

- $29.3 million for operation of the 
park system; 

- $19.9 million for preservation of his­
toric properties; 

- $119.8 million for construction; and 
- $0.7 million for the John F. Kennedy 

Center. 
Fiscal year 1978 funding for the Land and 

Water Conservation Fund is proposed at the 
newly authorized level of $600 million, pro­
viding $143 million for land acquisition by the 
Park Service. This would enable NPS to buy 
land in 31 areas, including: Big Cypress 
National Preserve, Fla., $16 million; Buffalo 
National River, Ark., nearly S7.3 million; 
Congaree Swamp National Monument, S.C., 
$18 million; Gulf Islands National Seashore, 
ITa.-Miss., $12.7 million; Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore, $12 million; Olympic 
National Park, Wash., $7.3 million; and 
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, 
Mich., more than $16 million. 

Of the total, $17 million would be avail­
able to buy inholdings. 

"President Carter's action is most encour­
aging to those of us responsible for main­
taining the Nation's parklands," Director 
Gary Everhardt said. 

President visits Interior 

Secretary of the Interior Cecil D. Andrus with President Carter. 

Excerpts from remarks by President Carter at the Interior Department auditorium, Feb. 18. 

. . . I need your advice and your counsel and your criticisms, and I need for you always to 
feel that the avenue from you to me is not one that is blocked by bureaucratic structure. It is 
a time for change. I want to be sure that our Government is more economical and efficient, 
better organized, better administered, more competent. At the same time, I want to make sure 
that our Government is closer to the people and more sensitive to their needs . . . 

We have been working very closely, Cecil Andrus and I . . . and others to make sure, as we 
consummate the economic stimulus package, that additional work opportunities might be 
granted within the National Park System. We are just exploring the broad reaches of Alaska, 
where the most beautiful scenery on earth exists. We want to make sure that it is never 
destroyed, but we also want to make sure that the American people have a chance to enjoy 
i t . . . 

1 am interested, as a businessman and a scientist, in the proper management of my own 
responsibilities, and in the reorganization of the Government and the preparation of zero-based 
budgeting techniques, personnel management, electronic data processing. I want to make sure 
that we make it easier for you to expend your own professional careers in a much more 
effective way . . . 



Can Smokies 
root out hogs? 

By M. W. "Mike" Myers 
Park Resource Management Specialist 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
N.C.-Tenn. 

Hundreds of wild hogs, descended from 
animals imported from Europe more than 60 
years ago, are creating havoc with the ecosys­
tems of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 
N.C.-Tenn. 

Worried park officials have mounted an in­
tensive effort to find a means of controlling 
the hogs, whose activities are disrupting plant, 
animal and aquatic communities, many of 
which are rare or endangered. 

There have been proposals to open the 
park to hunting in an attempt to reduce the 
ever-growing number of hogs, but such an 
action could lead to situations of as much 
concern as the damage being done by the wild 
hogs. 

The problem has yet another facet. Even 
if an effective method for control of the ani­
mals within the park is developed, there will 
be the probability of immigration of new pop­
ulations from lands adjacent to the park, where 
the hogs are prized game animals. 

The goal of park management is to develop 
one or more methods of reducing the number 
of wild hogs, now estimated to be about 2,000 
in the park, to at least manageable levels. The 
ideal would be a biological control that would 
affect only the park's wild boars; but a wide 
variety of control techniques are being consid­
ered and tested. 

Although other units of the Park System 
have had problems with feral hogs (domestic 
animals gone wild), the Smokies' wild boars 
are unusually wily and tough. 

It is believed most of the hogs in the 
Smokies are descended from a small number of 
wild boar imported from Europe in 1912 to a 
private game refuge in the nearby mountains of 
western North Carolina. 

Officially known as "European wild boar," 
some of the imported swine found their way off 
the refuge and roamed free through the rugged 
and sparsely populated mountainous area. 
With potential cultural predators such as the 
gray wolf and mountain lion either extinct or 
extremely rare, the number of wild hogs in­
creased rapidly and eventually some found their 
way across the Little Tennessee River and into 
what is now the park. 

The animals, which can grow to more than 
300 pounds, have voracious appetites and 
search almost constantly for roots, leaves, nuts, 
grubs, worms, and small animals. As they liter­
ally plow the earth with their snouts in efforts 
to "root out" food, the hogs thoroughly dis­
rupt the natural system in which and on which 
they feed. 

Research has shown that their disruptions 
can completely alter ecosystems by destroying 
resources, interrupting plant succession, in­
creasing erosion, and causing siltation and pol­
lution of waterways, among other things. 

This damage is of particular concern in the 
Smokies, because one of the reasons for creat­
ing the park was to protect the great variety of 
plant life and associated native animals 

Hog damage, Gregory Bald, Great Smoky Mountains NP, N.C.-Tenn. 

found within its boundaries. (Because its nat­
ural resources are of exceptional significance, 
the park has been given world-wide recognition 
as an "International Biosphere Reserve.") 

Although reports of hogs were received reg­
ularly after the park was created in 1934, the 
animals did not stir up great concern until 
1958. That was the year they really tore up 
Gregory Bald. A bald is a treeless area cov­
ered with grass and low shrubs, one of the most 
significant natural features of the Great Smok­
ies. 

Since then, evidence of the wild hogs' food-
seeking methods has become more noticeable 
until today it can be seen in virtually every part 
of the park. Furrowed ground and the ex­
posed roots of disturbed vegetation can be seen 
clearly in areas along the Newfound Gap Road, 
the well-traveled main park road between 
Gatlinburg, Tenn., and Cherokee, N.C. 

It is estimated that the wild hogs now have 
spread over three-fourths of the 800-square-
mile park. They almost constantly are on the 
move, so it is only a matter of time before they 
will be found throughout the entire park. 

A repeated suggestion has been made that 
the policy of protecting the hogs from hunters 
be relaxed, but we believe this approach to 
population reduction would be not only un­
productive, but could also be dangerous and 
environmentally damaging. 

In the first place, these animals are very elu­
sive. They are spread out over about 600 
square miles of the most wild and rugged ter­
rain in the eastern United States. It would be 
impossible to estimate how many expert hunters 
would be necessary, or how long it would take 
to bring about more than a superficial reduction 
in the hog population. Additionally, there 
would be no guarantee that the hunters would 
confine their sights to hogs, thus posing a threat 
to deer, bear and other animals that play a vital 
role in the makeup of the park's natural scene. 

Another consideration, probably the most 
important, is the fact that the same 850 miles 
of backcountry trails in the Great Smokies are 
receiving increasing use by hikers and back­
packers, even in winter months. In all cases, no 
matter what happens with regard to the wild 

hogs, the safety and well-being of our visitors 
must remain paramount. 

In 1959 the park staff began to make tenta­
tive efforts at wild hog control. This amounted 
to some trapping and some shooting, all on an 
"extra duty" basis. Although a total of 927 
hogs were removed by these methods between 
1959 and 1975, the fact that their population 
may now approach 2,000 is indicative of the 
enormity of the problem. 

Beginning last November, a much more con­
certed effort was initiated in the form of two-
man teams whose time is devoted exclusively 
to a study of the hogs that park officials hope 
will result in more effective control methods. 

The teams, each made up of a wildlife biol­
ogist and a "mountain man" familiar with the 
Great Smokies and the habits of the hogs, are 
involved in finding better ways to trap the ani­
mals, and to collect biological data to be used 
in research aimed at developing improved con­
trol methods. Data now being collected are 
being combined with those generated in the 
past by University of Tennessee research pro­
grams and with information being collected by 
the NPS Uplands Field Research Laboratory, 
which is in the park. 

The park has been fighting the boars by 
shooting, investigating birth-control possibili­
ties, and trapping with a mixture of corn, 
sugar and yeast. 

Trapping has not been successful in the past 
because of the extremely wary nature of the 
wild hogs in the Great Smokies. Methods that 
have worked well on feral hogs elsewhere have 
been much less effective on the hogs in the 
park. Shooting the animals has been even less 
successful. This has been because of the hogs' 
wariness, and the often precipitous terrain and 
impenetrable vegetation of the area. 

There must be something in the physiologi­
cal makeup of the hog that we can use to our 
advantage. Obviously, we are all hopeful that 
the current program will bring new techniques 
and success and that it won't be long in coming. 
Every day of delay brings more damage to the 
resources of the Great Smoky Mountains, and 
more opportunity for permanent alteration of 
its incomparable natural systems. 
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NPS structures now computerized 
NPS cultural resource managers recently 

completed computerizing data on 70,000 
Service-owned structures - about 10,000 
major structures - on the List of Classified 
Structures (LCS). 

The LCS, created by act of Congress in 
1966, is an inventory of all structures in the 
National Park System that merit preservation 
because of historical, architectural, archeologi-
cal, or esthetic values. It includes in its inven­
tory such diverse structures as Independence 
Hall, prehistoric rock cairns, CCC trails, ma­
sonry fortifications, log cabins, and even out­
houses. 

The LCS includes such information as 
identity, location, condition, significance, and 

gives dollar estimates for preservation work 
required. 

With computerization, managers will be 
able to quickly get a look at the whole historic 
preservation picture, according to Travis 
McDonald, technical information assistant 
with the Division of Cultural Resources Man­
agement. They could, for example, easily find 
out which NPS buildings are made of adobe, 
were built in an historic period, haven't been 
altered, and they could locate cost estimates 
for restoration, plus a host of other informa­
tion needed in future budget recommendations. 

"LCS will be an outstanding long-range 
planning tool," said McDonald. 

In addition, the LCS project will serve as a 

planning guide for historic preservation on a 
System-wide basis, allowing managers to 
analyze needs and set priorities for current and 
long-term preservation projects. Finally, it 
will assist managers in providing justification 
for recommendations for funding of specific 
restoration programs. 

LCS data is now filed in two ways - in a 
permanent document file which can be used 
manually, and the computer retrieval system. 
The information is gathered in each park area 
by on-site inspection of each structure. After 
these field reports are reviewed in regional 
offices, they are forwarded to Washington for 
transfer to the computer file. 

Duck Brook Bridge (1929J, Acadia NP, Maine. 

Ft. Massachusetts (1856), Gulf Islands NS, 
Fla.-Miss. 

Southern silo (late 19th century), Cumberland Island 
NS, Ga. 
Barn at Humpback Rocks Mountain Farm 
(late 19th century), Blue Ridge Parkway, Ga.-N.C.-Va. 
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Exhibit building/trail shelter (1937 CCC), 
Grand Canyon NP, Ariz. 
Stone stables (pre-1843), Hampton Mansion NHS, Md. 



D.C. home interprets career of former slave 

Frederick Douglass. 

Perched on a steep hill, overlooking a run­
down section of the National Capital, Frederick 
Douglass Home stands as a memorial to a great 
19th-century American, who though born in 
slavery, rose to become an outstanding orator, 
writer, abolitionist and fighter for justice and 
equality. 

The Park Service acquired the home in 1962. 
After years of neglect, it took a $450,000-resto-
ration job to return the elegant Victorian man­
sion to a semblance of what it was when Douglass 
lived there. 

The restored home opened to the public in 
1973, according to Site Manager Dr. Cynthia 
Smith. Although the interpretive tours focus on 
the earlier life of Douglass, Dr. Smith said, "the 
house really represents the rise of a man, born 
in slavery, to become a statesman, diplomat and 
intellectual." 

It is a peek into the life of a 19th-century 
household of the upper middle class, complete 
with fireplaces, antiquated kitchen appliances, 
gaslights and night chamber pots. 

Many of the visitors to the home are students 
in the Washington, D.C, public schools (a sys­
tem that is 95 percent black) who are bused to 
the home for visits. The students can see the 
elegance of the home, right along side the 
primitive aspects of an age without modern 
appliances. The laundry room contains wash 
tubs, scrub boards, oil heated irons, and an 
ancient clothes wringer - giving a picture of 
how things were before the corner coin laundry. 

Dr. Smith says visitation averages about 
1,000 persons a month, with the peak coming 
in February - believed to be the month of 
Douglass' birth. 

Douglass lived in the house from about 1877 
to his death in 1895. During this period, he 

served as Secretary to the Commission to 
Santo Domingo in the administration of 
Ulysses S. Grant. He held several posts with the 
Government of the District of Columbia, and 
in 1889 was named by President Benjamin 
Harrison as Minister to Haiti. The house con­
tains many mementoes from this period, includ­
ing a hat and rocking chair from Haiti. 

The early life of Douglass is best told by 

himself in the 1845 work "Narrative of the Life 
of Frederick Douglass," in which he boldly told 
of running away from slavery in Baltimore at 
age 21; his escape to New York with freed 
woman Anna Murray, who later became his 
wife; his support of abolitionist William Lloyd 
Garrison, and his speaking career as an anti-
slavery lecturer. 

Because of the book, published at first to 
reply to critics that he was in fact never a slave, 
Douglass became so well-known that he was 
forced to flee to England - until sympathetic 
British friends raised the money to buy his 
freedom. 

In 1847 he returned to the U.S., settling in 
Rochester, N.Y., and began publishing an aboli­
tionist newspaper, "The North Star," in which 
he advocated bold political action to abolish 
slavery. 

During the Civil War, Douglass advised 
President Lincoln on several occasions and 
helped recruit Negro troops for the Union Army. 
In 1877, he moved to Cedar Hill, which is now 
Frederick Douglass Home. 

His second wife, Helen Pitts Douglass, a 
white woman, saw to it after his death that the 
home would become a memorial to her hus­
band. In 1900, she organized the Frederick 
Douglass Memorial and Historical Association. 
In 1916 the association joined forces with the 
National Association of Colored Women's Clubs, 
and the estate and the house were opened to 
anyone who cared to visit. 

After NPS took over in the early '60s, it 
was realized that the house was so deteriorated 
that it would be unsafe for the public to enter 
the building. The home was immediately closed 
so that restoration work could go ahead. 

Visitors to the home can now see it, over­
looking the Federal City, restored and main­
tained as it was in Douglass' day. 

Inside are preserved Douglass' famous words: 
"To those who have suffered in slavery, I can 
say, I, too, have suffered . . . to those who have 
battled for liberty, brotherhood, and citizen­
ship, I can say, I, too, have battled." 

Cedar Hill, Frederick Douglass'Home, National Capital Parks, Washington, D. C. 
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SWRO seeks missing link 

Ranger Trainee John Lissoway. 

The Southwest Region is experimenting 
with a new concept in developing natural re­
source managers at the park level, according 
to Roland H. Wauer, chief, Division of Nat­
ural Resources Management, SWRO. 

The program has been developed with the 
idea that deterioration of the resource can best 
be combated by employees at the field level 
who are responsible for the day-to-day re­
source management activities - including 
problem identification, liaison with investiga­
tors, implementation of recommendations and 
monitoring of new projects. 

"Transfer of research findings and recom­
mendations into use by park management. . . 
is an old problem that has been discussed time 
and time again," said Ro Wauer. "The world's 
most brilliant scientist can produce the most 
clever and comprehensive report for a park 
superintendent, but unless the superintendent 
and scientist can talk . . . the project is likely 
to be shelved . . . ." 

"The missing link is an effective working 
agent that relates to both disciplines," he 

said. " . . . a body that can talk to both man­
agers and scientists." 

In view of all that, SWR managers have 
decided to train resource managers on the job 
and have set up a Resource Management 
Training Program in SWR. Ranger Trainee 
John Lissoway, at Bandelier National Monu­
ment, N. Mex., has been selected as the first 
"body" for this pilot program. His initial 
assignment, under the guidance of Superin­
tendent John Hunter and an overview com­
mittee, will be to develop lesson plans for 
the program. 

Thus far, Lissoway and the overview com­
mittee have developed 24 areas of concen­
tration (components). They include, in no 
particular order of importance, resource man­
agement plans, exotic animal management, 
a landmarks program, an environmental con­
cerns committee, hazardous plant control, 
hazardous animal control, RBI/ecosystem 
map, landscape rehabilitation and restoration, 
threatened and endangered species, water re­
sources use and protection, and biocide 
use. 

Other components include research and 
implementation, a radon monitoring program, 
cave management, backcountry use manage­
ment, fire management, fish management, wild­
life management, cultural resources site man­
agement, interagency agreements, insect and 
disease control, and vegetation monitoring. 

Man-days devoted to particular components 
vary widely - for example backcountry use 
management takes up 29 man-days, while the 
landmarks program, radon monitoring pro­
gram, and cave management take only 1 day a 
piece. The program is particularly suited to 
Bandelier's priorities. Cave management pro­
grams at Carlsbad Caverns National Park, 
N. Mex., would require many man-days. 

An example of how one component will 
operate follows: The resources management 
plan component was divided into two phases. 
Phase I started with a reading assignment and 
an initial discussion between Lissoway and 
plan coordinator Dr. Milford Fletcher. They 
discussed the history of resource management 
planning in NPS, evolution of format, con­
straints, strengths and weaknesses of various 
plans and Bandelier's resources management 
plan. Lissoway will now design a seminar for 
the Bandelier staff aimed at revising Bandelier's 
plan for resource management as the program 
progresses. This revised document will be the 
product of Phase II that the Component Evalu­
ation Committee will later review. The Com­
mittee includes Fletcher, Hunter, Wauer, Doug 
Evans, Regional Chief of Interpretation; Charles 
Budge, Regional Chief of Visitor Services and 
Protection; Regional Chief Archeologist Ron 
Ice, and Regional Resources Management 
Specialist Gary Gregory. 

"The long-range goal of this resource man­
ager training program is to develop more 
knowledgeable resource managers," Wauer said. 
"We plan to develop similar programs for other 
areas of the Southwest . . . we also hope to 
design a program for administration and main­
tenance trainees." 

County park goes to feds 

Ninety Six National Historic Site, an outpost 
on the western frontier of South Carolina dur­
ing the American Revolution, was added to the 
Park System by action of the last Congress. The 
site is about 60 miles west of Columbia, S.C. 

Named for its distance in miles from a large 
Indian town, the Village of Ninety Six was the 
scene of several confrontations between Loyal­
ists and Patriots. The most notable engagement 
there was a month-long siege conducted by 
about 1,000 Patriots under General Nathanael 
Greene in May and June of 1781, 4 months be­
fore Cornwallis' surrender at Yorktown. The 
imminent arrival of reinforcements broke the 
siege. But a short time later the British burned 
the village and abandoned the interior of South 
Carolina and Georgia. 

The 1,100-acre site encompasses the original 
village site, a star-shaped fort with Revolution­
ary War earthworks, and other historic and 
archeological remains associated with frontier 
life in South Carolina. The central features are 
now administered by a county park but are ex­
pected to be transferred to NPS about mid-1977. 

Revolutionary War earthworks at Ninety Six NHS, S. C. 
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New lighting cuts Carlsbad's electric bill 

Lighting Consultant Ray Grenald, Carlsbad 
Caverns NP, N. Mex. 

A 5-year push to cut energy consumption 
and restore the natural environment at 
Carlsbad Caverns National Park, N. Mex., is 
nearly completed. And, according to Super­
intendent Don Dayton, plans are afoot for 
additional energy conservation measures in the 
park's above-ground facilities. 

The nearly completed underground program 
came about as a result of recommendations 
made by Dr. John McLean of the U.S. Geolog­
ical Survey in 1971 after a cave climate re­
search study. The study said the natural en­
vironment of the Caverns was being adversely 
affected by excessive air flow through two 
man-made elevator shafts and heat entering 
the Cavern because of an out-dated electrical 
system. 

To reduce these effects USGS recommended 
installation of air seals on the two elevator 
shafts and replacement of the electrical system. 
These measures reduced moisture loss from the 
unnatural airflow in winter months and reduced 
heat input through leakage from worn out 
cables, use of high wattage bulbs (inefficient), 
and the use of more transformers than needed. 

The elevator shaft improvements were com­
pleted in 1972, and are believed to be prevent­
ing the loss of 22,000 gallons of moisture a 
year. 

Electrical work - replacing the "hodge­
podge" of over 800 fixtures and 27 miles of 
wire dating back to 1926 - was completed in 
two stages. By August 1974, the 2300-volt 
primary cables and transformers were replaced 
- reducing the number of transformers from 
17 to 7. 

Ray Grenald, a Philadelphia lighting archi­
tect, designed a new lighting system, designed 
to reduce electricity use, emphasize natural 
beauty, bring out natural colors, and to go 
unnoticed by visitors. 

It is anticipated that energy savings should 
be 15 percent. 

Future plans call for cleaning dirt and lint 
from cave formations, cleaning and restoring 

pools, removing algae, restoring the Cavern 
floor and the closing of two mining shafts cut 
in the early part of the century into the area 
where bats roost. 

Scientists believe closing the shafts will 
return this bat maternity roost to its natural 
condition. The top openings of the 200-foot 
shafts will remain unchanged because of their 
historical interest. 

Additional plans include providing better 
insulation and a solar heating system for the 
visitor center, installation of storm windows 
and doors, and similar work on employee 
quarters and maintenance buildings - possibly 
the conversion of an employee house to solar 
heating and cooling. 

Cave-cleaning at Carlsbad Caverns NP, N. Mex. 

Installation of new lighting, Carlsbad Caverns NP, N. Mex. 
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(From left) Resource Management Chief Bob Ford and Park Manager Jim Redmond, Rock 
Creek Park, Washington, D. C. 

By Ronnie Spiewak 
Staff Writer 

Rock Creek Park in Washington, D.C., is 
one of the few city parks run by the Park Ser­
vice where you can hike or sit for hours and 
often never see another person or building. 
Largely unmanicured woodland, the park 
stretches from the Lincoln Memorial to the 
Maryland-District line, a winding distance of 
9 miles. 

Most Washingtonians and Marylanders are 
more familiar with Rock Creek and Potomac 
Parkway, the spiraling roadway through the 
park, than with surrounding Rock Creek Park. 
This scenic, conduit (also run by NPS) with its 
23 feeder roads, is a popular commuter route 
for thousands of motorists to downtown Wash­
ington - sane alternative to the snail-paced 
city street traffic. 

Not only is the parkway a desirable auto 
route, but when jonquils begin to bloom along 
the grassy hillsides of the parkway, bikers and 
joggers take to the parkway bike paths like 
mosquitos. 

The visitor season in the park begins with 
the onset of warm weather, too. An estimated 
million visitors, many of them picnickers and 
sunbathers, swarm the grassy fairways and wood­
lands. The park maintains 33 picnic groves -
28 on a first-come-first-served basis, 12, be­
cause of theii large size, on a reservation basis. 

Rock Creek's claim to fame is that it was 
one of the first national park areas; established 
in 1890 and remains one of the largest nat­
ural parks within the boundaries of a major 
urban center in the Nation. 

Essentially the park is a valley in which the 
relatively flat Coastal Plain and the hilly Pied­
mont Province meet. Rock Creek tumbles over 
the fall line, the point where these land forms 
meet, creating a generous splash of scenic 
beauty. The hilly, dipping terrain shaped by 
the Piedmont provides numerous hide-aways 
for the white-footed mouse, red and grey fox, 
muskrat and flying squirrel, and more than 75 
species of trees - many approaching 100 years 
of age, private nesting places for barred owl, 
broad-winged eagle, veery, woodthrush, towhee, 
redstart, cardinal and woodpeckers - to name 
only a few. 

Bob Ford, Resource Management chief, 
(one-time seasonal at Great Smokies) who has 
worked in Rock Creek for about 10 years, is 
consistently making finds. He recently came 
across a patch of club moss, an unusual but 

persistent relative of the coal producing variety, 
and reports the existence of a rare acquatic 
species of snail whose entire known ranges are 
restricted to the park. 

But the city takes its toll on park life. The 
most serious threat is a highly developed water­
shed in adjoining Montgomery County, Md., 
that sends millions of gallons of unabsorbed 
rain and polluted street water into the park. 
Flooding, stream sedimentation, bank erosion, 
organic and chemical pollution and littering 
are the result. 

Washington sanitary-storm pipes, too, oc­
casionally funnel raw sewage and rain water 
into the Rock Creek streams, eventually end­
ing up in the Potomac River. 

Mammoth storms have been disastrous. 
Hurricane Agnes, in 1972, and Eloise, in 1975, 
have damaged stream channels, roads, trails 
and other facilities. In some places damage is 
still evident. 

Inclement weather keeps the 35 permanent 
maintenance workers on their toes. Tree 
workers and the roads-and-trails crew are on-call 
through the night in the event that a felled tree 
might block morning commuter traffic or that 
snow or ice needs clearing before the a.m. rush-
hour. 

But despite weather and the city's adverse 
effects, Rock Creek's popularity continues to 
grow. Bikers and horseback riders who patron­
ize the concessioner-operated stables request 
more and better maintained trails. Tennis, 
basketball and volleyball enthusiasts who use 
the Rock Creek Recreation Area at 16th and 
Kennedy Streets, continue to mount. Group 
picnicking has become a growing trend. 

One way National Capital Region has sought 
to meet Rock Creek's needs was to sever the 
park from the NCP/West division in 1975 and 
make it a separate division with its own park 
manager - Jim Redmond. In October 1976, 
eight tributaries in the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway unit were transferred to 
Rock Creek, thus consolidating resources for 
better management. 

The most recent attempt to improve admin­
istration has been the issuance of a Rock Creek 
management plan, researched and written by 
Redmond and Ford. Top priority in the plan 
calls for the need to work with Federal, State 
and private agencies, specifically the Maryland 
National Capital Parks & Planning Commission 
which controls the Maryland portion of Rock 
Creek Park, to reduce flooding and pollution, 
repair damages and prevent further deteriora­
tion of the stream valley. 

Strengthening park/community ties is a 
management objective Redmond hopes will 
generate more public use and make park needs 
known. Presently, the community-based sup­
port group, FORCE (Friends of Rock Creek's 
Environment) continues to provide volunteer 
assistance and draw community interest. 

Still, Jim Redmond feels Rock Creek Park 
is under-utilized. He would like to better iden­
tify recreation interests in the park - espe­
cially the self-guiding trails available right off 
the parkway. The Melvin-Hazen Trail at Park 
and Tilden Roads is an example of a lovely, 
self-guiding trail by the creek, not well-enough 
known. He wants local residents to-know 
"You don't have to travel 2 hours to hike. We 
have resources comparable to Shenandoah and 
Blue Ridge right here in Rock Creek Park." 

Milk house ford, off Beech Drive, Rock Creek Park, Washington, D. C. 
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Rock Creek--a big park for a big city 



You must tell me who your tailor is 
A talented team of historical-minded seam­

stresses are swiftly stocking the Tailor Shop 
at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, 
W. Va., with a rich wardrobe of authentic his­
torical clothing reproductions while accumulat­
ing research material that is becoming increas­
ingly valuable to the entire Park System. 

Jennifer Roberts, Tailor Shop manager, and 
seamstresses Linda Gail Williams, who does 
most of the specialty needlework, and Sandra 
Viands, who doubles as an interpreter, turn 
out century-old dresses so exacting the gar­
ments have the same number of stitches to the 
inch as the real stuff. 

In the 4 years since the shop has been in 
business, the seamstresses have researched and 
made garments ranging from slave clothing for 
Virgin Islands National Park to mountainmen's 
garb for Blue Ridge Parkway, N.C.-Va.-Ga., 
to elegant evening wear for the Arlington House, 
The Robert E. Memorial, Va.,and Andrew John­
son National Historic Site, Tenn. 

The overwhelming request of orders is for 

everyday work clothes. They have received 
more than 200 orders for this type from more 
than 70 park areas. 

Most military uniforms are of the Revolu­
tionary and Civil War variety. Finding the 
correct Civil War dress for farmers, frontiers­
men and other less affluent people of yester­
year requires considerable research, as the less 
priviledged folk did not save their garments -
they wore them out and finally used them as 
rags. 

On the other hand, making upper-class 
wear takes less time - the museums are full of 
it. Smithsonian Institution houses a large col­
lection that provides models for measurements 
and patterns. Producing sizes for men's 
clothing presents no problem, as there were 
only three sizes - small, medium and large. 

The seamstresses say the most exciting order 
has come from Yosemite for a park ranger uni­
form of the type worn by Horace Albright 
when he was Yellowstone's superintendent. 

(From left) Jennifer Roberts and Linda Gail Williams talk over window arrangements for the 
Tailor Shop, Harpers Ferry NHP, Md., W. Va. 
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Sandra Viands dressed in floral print cotton dn 
also of the 1860s, Harpers Ferry NHP, Md.-W. Va. 

Off-duty Park Blacksmith Arnold Schofield mt 
gentleman of the 1860s, Harpers Ferry NHP, Md.-


