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Bison flourish in Yellowstone

Hot springs in Yellowstone Na-
tional Park remote areasare large-
ly responsible for survival of the
country’s only continuously wild
herd of bison.

Reduced to only 23 animals in
1901, the wild herd now numbers
more than 800, says Dr. Margaret
Mary Meagher, young National Park
Service research biologist and
author of “The Bison of Yellow-
stone National Park.”

Dr. Meagher (pronounced Marr)

says Yellowstone’s thermal areas
“probably represent the margin for
survival” of the bison in some parts
of the park. Geysers, hot springs,
fumaroles and other thermal fea-
tures are common in these 3,270

square miles of Wyoming, Montana

and Idaho parkland.

In her seven-year study Dr.
Meagher found that Yellowstone’s
remnant herd of mountain bison
began to breed with an introduced
semi-domesticated herd of plains
buffalo between 1915 and 1920.

Dr. Meagher, whose report was
accepted as her doctoral disserta-
tion says areas kept snow-free by
thermal features “were of great
importance to the bison population
during brief but critical periods.”

Poachers nearly wiped out the
mountain, or wood buffalo before
the turn of the century. Collectors,
anticipating extinction of wild buf-
falo, paid well for mounted bison
heads—3$400 to $1,000, for fine ones,
the park superintendent reported in
1891. Ranchers alsocaptured calves
with which to start raising buffalo
herds.

These mountain buffalo “were
more hardy, fleet and wary” than
the plains bison, according to his-
torical accounts, “and had darker,
finer, curlier hair.” Dr. Meagher
estimates the wild strain of the

environment

present population at 30 to 40 per-
cent. Although the ranch bison out-
numbered the wild herd when inter-
breeding started on a large scale,
many ranch bulls were culled out,
castrated, or taken for show pur-
poses, leaving much of the breed-

ing to the aggressive bulls of the
wild herds.

The NPS ended intensive buffalo
ranching at Yellowstone in 1930
and began a gradual process of pre-
serving all the bison intheir natural
state.

Two bison bulls...part of flourishing herd in Yellowstone National Park.
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Secretary Morton addresses guests at the ground-breaking ceremonies for the National Visitor Center in Washington, D.C.

Ground -breaking ceremonies held

for National Visitor Center

Two years from now, in time for
the nation’s Bicentennial celebra-
tion, a 67-year-old railroad station
near the U.S. Capitol will have been
transformed into the National Visit-
or Center.

Development plans call for a new
rail passenger station, a parking
garage to accommodate 1,200 cars,
two 500-seat theaters, audio-visual
exhibits, spacious lounge areas,
food service facilities, and kiosks
to dispense information on the City
of Washington’s numerous scenic,
historic, lodging, dining, entertain-
ment and shopping attractions, as
well as travel attractions through-
out the nation.

Cooperating to carry out the $36-

38 million construction and renova-
tion program at Washington, D.C.’s
Union Station are the National Park
Service and the Chessie System,
one of the station’s user railroads.
Being built is a facility that will
create a “renaissance of hospital-
ity” in America for the millions
of domestic and foreign visitors to
the nation’s Capital.

Washington now welcomes some
20 million visitors annually, and this
figure is expected to mushroom to
some 35 million in 1976, according
to Jim Gross, National Visitor Cent-
er general manager.

Built in 1907, Union Station must
have been a marvel to behold in its
heyday. Arriving passengers, upon
leaving the station, saw a breath-

taking view of the U.S. Capitol
across the broad, green esplanade
so typical of Washington. In fact, in
1937 President and ‘Mrs. Franklin
Roosevelt received King George and
Queen Elizabeth of England in the
historic Presidential Room, above
which the NPS offices are now locat=-
ed.

For the renovation program, the
Chessie System arranged a $16
million construction loan. The front
of Union Station will become the
back of the National Visitor Center.
An intermodal transportation ter-
minal is envisioned which will
enable passengers to transfer from
railroad train to subway, buses or
cabs and even to bicycles.

In the visitor center itself, a



Secretary Morton presents the “ground-breaking” shovel to Presidential
Counsellor Anne Armstrong.

100-foot photographic screen will be
recessed into the floor and 144 rear=-
screen projectors will give a six-
minute audio-visual presentation to
incoming visitors. Two theaters in
the basement will present two films,
“Idea of America” and “The People
of Washington.” In addition, the U.S.
Capitol Historic Society is pro-
ducing an historical film on Wash-
ington, D.C. which will be available
for showing at the center.

At the many concessioner-
operated kiosks, visitors will be
able to get lodging and entertain-
ment information, plan tours and get
all kinds of tips on enjoying their
stay in the Capital.

The new facility will truly be a
National Visitor Center in that it
will contain a magnificent “Discover
America Hall of States.” The visitor
will have the opportunity to discover
each of the S0 states, their scenic
beauties, and their historic and
cultural heritage.

Another section of the building
will house special Bicentennial dis-

Rapid inter—city Metroliners which ply the New York to Washington route yw'// bring thousands to the National Capital for
the Bicentennial. The station will be moved 200 yards north of its present site to make room for the National Visitor Center.



the dedication event were Rep.
Kenneth Gray of Illinois, leading
' Congressional proponent for the
il Center, Hays T. Watkins, chairman
q of the board of the Chessie System,
/ \f and John Nevius, Washington, D.C.
| city councilman.

By 1976, Jim Gross says, “The
L& whole of the National Visitor Center
. \/ % will be conscious of the foreign
; | visitors, and to serve them we are
} - planning a multi-lingual capability
."‘\ _( | in our staffing.”

, I Jack Fish, Director, National
/’ Capital Parks, emphasizes the Park
‘g Service belief that “every visitor
[ should be treated as a VIP,” and
7’ if plans are carried out that will
| certainly be the case.

Construction of the 1,200-car parking
facility at the National Visitor Center
is already underway.

plays which will tell about NPS’s
23 Bicentennial areas.

“The National Visitor Center will
become a showcase for all
America,” Interior  Secretary
Rogers C.B. Morton remarked at
the recent ground-breaking cere-
monies attended by many dignitaries
from Congress, the executive
branch, Washington, D.C. Govern-
ment and the railroads.

And Presidential Special Coun-
sellor Anne Armstrong quoted Sir
Issac Newton as saying, “People
build too many walls and not enough
bridges.” And she then said “These
are old walls that will enable us
to build new bridges.”

NPS Director Ronald Walker acted |
as master of ceremonies and wel- e ' e
comed the several hundred guests

in attendance. Other speakers at Workmen refurbish offices for National Visitor Center staff in Washington’s
67-year-old Union Station.



Canyon de Chelly

featured in new

paperback

Willa Cather called the ancient
cliff dwellings “a ljttle city of stone
asleep.” “Canyon de Chelly,” a new
paperback publication of the National
Park Service, brings alive much
of that still sleeping city and
the people who once inhabited this
colorful pgorge in northeastern
Arizona.

The canyon’s name, de Chelly
(pronounced duh-SHAY) is a Spanish
and English distortion of “Tsegi,”
the Navajo word for rock canyon.

NPS Archeologist Zorro S.
Bradley estimates the national
monument contains “perhaps 800
prehistoric and historic Indian vil-
lage sites.” He sees the communi-
ties built high on the canyon ledges
as “evidence of man’s ability to
adjust to a difficult environment,
using bare hands, simple stone-age
tools and his own ingenuity.”

The region’s dry climate has been
a major factor in preserving evi-
dence, including mummies, of the
ancient peoples. Humans apparently
were living here about the begin-
ning of the Christian era. Archeo-
logists call these people of the pre-
historic era by the Navajo word
Anasazi, or “old people ” Treerings
indicate the presence of a human
culture here about A.D. 306. Though
primarily farmers, these early can-
yon dwellers are known as the
Basketmakers because of their
superb baskets, some even used for
water storage. Ceramics later re-
placed basket weaving and between
1000 and 1050 A.D., the Anasazi
culture reached its height.

Formerly pithouse dwellers, the
ancient ones built large apartment-
type structures with adjoining
rooms, sometimes decorating them
with paints and designs.

Bradley endorses the theory that
drought brought the end of the
Anasazi culture: “Tree-ring data
indicate that there was not enough
moisture to produce crops during
most of the years between 1276
and 1299.” The author says Canyon
de Chelly possibly was a haven for
drought refugees, but, by 1300, even
the city on the cliffs had been
abandoned.

Navajo pictographs, Canyon de Chelly
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Will Rogers writes a “fishy’ letter

(Editor’s Note: It was once attribut-
ed to the late American writer and
humorist, Will Rogers, that he said:
“I’ve never met a man Ididn’t like.”
This letter written by Rogers more
than four decades ago will attest to
the fact that the humorist also in-
cluded Government bureaucrats in
his broad category of mankind.

We received this late 1920’s-com-
munication to the Fisheries Depart-
ment of the Department of Com-
merce through the good offices of
Bryan Sterling of New York City.
Bryan, a self-proclaimed Will
Rogers buff, adapted “Will Rogers
U.S.A.,” which recently ran for
several performances at Ford’s
Theatre and the National Theater in
Washington. The original copy of
the letter is on file at the Will
Rogers Memorial in Claremore,
Okla., a facility run by that state.)

Dear Sirs,

I have written and asked for
everything in my life (not the Gov-
ernment). They always been (sic) the
one writing to me to send em
something. But I tell you this is the
first time I ever asked for fish. I
dont ask for it much at a cafe. I am
a kind of a meat hound myself, but
we have spent all we had in Clare-
more to build a kind of Rodeo
Ground for fish, and now we havent
(sic) got enough left to get the fish
with. But we heard that you all had
fish that you distributed around to
the voters. Course right after an
election is a terrible time to ask a
Republican Administration for a
hand out, even if its just fish, course

the Chamber of Commerce with
their usual bad judement (sic) ought
to have got the fish before the
election. Cause I am like George
Washington, I cant (sic) tell a lie
we voted against you, but we did
want your fish. If you fill the boys
up on fish for the next four years
in good shape, I believe I can make
em see the light, and sprinkle in a
few Republican votes.

Fish Pride

We got a lake that a fish would
be proud to call home. Every fish
gets a room and bath, We will take
good care of em, we wont catch
many of em, most of our folks are
too lazy to fish.

What we want to do is make another
Rapidan out of Claremore. And we
want Mr. Hoover to come and catch
some of his own fish. We are a
broadminded people and outside of
election time we treat a Republican
the same as any other human. We
want to get Coolidge down theretoo.

So please send us some fish, for
Pat Hurley will be back there, and
he will want to fish, so you wouldent
(sic) keep Pat from fishing would
you.

Let us know when they are com-
ing and we will have the Chamber of
Commerce and the band down to
meet em, we will give these fish a
reception like they never had before.

Send em before Roosevelt gets in
there for he is a deep sea fisher-
man, and may send the wrong kind.

Two weeks after this letter was
written two express car loads of
fish arrived in Claremore.




lowa exchange
student begins

work as VIP

The National Park Service (NPS)
has completed arrangements
with the Recreation Department of
the University of lowa to have a
student majoring in that field spend
the spring semester in field work
at Herbert Hoover National His-
toric Site, lowa headquarters, as a
Volunteer in the Park. Patricia
Zimmerman was selected and has
begun her field work. She will be a
part of the park staff through April.

Ms. Zimmerman, a senior, is a
native of Highland Park, Ill. Her
assignments are designed to expose
her to all facets of a small NPS
area. She will work in the adminis=
trative, interpretive, protective and
maintenance divisions not just asan
observer but as adirectparticipant.
A considerable portion of her time
will be spent on special projects
relating to the Centennial celebra-
tion planned for summer, 1974.

Successful completion of field
work in a public agency in the parks
and recreation is a necessary pre-
requisite for the Bachelor of Science
degree. The intern programis simi-
lar to required student teaching for
education majors.

Onward and upward

- - - by Mooseback

Some people step on their morn-
ing newspaper when they go out of
the house to start the day. Others
step on a door mat or perhaps a
patch of ice. But Jack Anderson,
Superintendent of Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, stepped on a moose.

Striding into a steady snowstorm
that had continued all night,
Anderson suddenly found himself
uplifted and snowdrifted the other
day by an indignant cow moose
snoozing outside his door.

Grateful that he had broken noth-
ing more painful than the Leica
camera hanging around his neck,
Anderson was content to beataquick
return to his house. Head high, the
moose pushed off through the snow
her feelings apparently more ruffled
by the superintendent’s footprint
| than her winter coat.

Patricia Zimmerman

BOR director
supports bill

for user fees

James Watt, Director of the In-
terior Department’s Bureau of Qut.-
door Recreation, testified recently
before the Senate Committee on In-
terior and Insular Affairs in support
of legislation that would reestablish
use fees for most federally operated
campgrounds.

Watt supported the thrust of
Senate Bill 2844, citing the severe
economic impact on State and pri-
vate campgrounds and the loss of
Federal revenues resulting from
the current laws’ virtual elimina-
tion of Federal camping fees.

(As we go to press, the Senate has
passed the bill, and hearings have
been held by the House Sub-
committee on National Parks and
Recreation. BOR and Park Service
witnesses have testified inits favor,
stressing the importance of quick
passage of the legislation, so land-
management agencies can organize
their campground fee collection
programs in time for the 1974
visitor season.)

New superintendent

at Capulin Mt.
National Monument

Ray G. Martinez, Jr., has been
appointed superintendent of Capulin
Mountain National Monument in
northern New Mexico, replacing
Robert W. Peters, recently named
area manager at Carlsbad Caverns.

Martinez, 34, assumed duties at
Capulin March 3. The monument,
covering 775 acres, preserves a
geologically recent extinct volcano.

Martinez is presently a park man-
ager at Fire Island National Sea-
shore, N.Y. He is the son of Ray
Martinez, who recently retired from
the National Park Service.

A recipient of a superior per-
formance award in 1968 and a spe-
cial act award in 1969, Martinez
began his NPS career as a seasonal
employee at Colorado National Mon-
ument, Colo.

Health insurance
costs reduced

Government contributions to em-
ployee health care plans increased
40 to 50 percent in January, con-
siderably reducing employee health
insurance costs, says Roscoe
Alexander, acting chief, Branch of
Personnel Operations, WASO.

The figures are based on the un-
weighted average high-option pre-
miums of the six largest plans. In
1975 the Government’s contribution
is slated to jump to an average 60
percent. Also, the maximum Fed-
eral contribution for any particular
plan or option has been increased
from 50 to 75 percent.

Alexander said that no new open
season would be held as a result
of these changes. The next currently
scheduled open season is still Nov.
15-30, 1974. Retroactive adjust-
ments will be made in individual
pay checks to reflect the new rates.



Custer artifact has Bicentennial interest

Bicentennial-re lated artifact

Point Reyes ranger,wife
die in airplane crash

Ranger Dave Strope, who replac-
ed slain Ranger Ken Patrick at Point
Reyes National Seashore, Calif. died
with his wife, Sharon, in an air-
craft accident, Feb. 8. Both were
27.

Mr. Strope had been transferred
from Grand Canyon NP in Septem-
ber 1973, replacing Ken Patrick,
who was fatally shot while on patrol.

James . McDaniel, Dave’s fel-
low student in the 1971 Law En-
forcement Academy class said:
“Those of us who had the oppor-
tunity to know Dave well recognize
that he got tremendous enjoyment
from flying and he was in the air
quite often.”

The accident occurred near Cal-
istoga, Calif., about 40 miles north
of Point Reyes.

“The most recent information in-
dicates that the small, private air-
craft that Dave was operating went
into a sudden, steep dive from which
he could not recover,” James said.

Members of Mr. Strope’s law

enforcement class have set up a
David and Sharon Strope Memorial
Fund within the NPS Employees and
Alumni Association on behalf of that
group’s education fund. The couple
had no children.

Anyone wishing to contribute to
the fund may do so by contacting
Ray Gunter, E&AA Executive Sec-
retary, National Park Service,
Washington, D.C. 20240.

Ranger Strope began his NPS
career as an intake trainee at Al-
bright Training Academy in 1968.
His first park assignment was at
Great Smoky Mountains NP. In 1969
he returned to Grand Canyon.

He was born in Johnson City,
N.Y. and attended Virginia Poly-
technical Institute 1964-68. Survi-
vors include his mother, Mrs.
Dorothy Strope, 406 Old Newark
Valley Rd., Endicott, N.Y.

Mrs. Strope is survived by her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Black
of 7205 Valley Crest Rd., Annandale
Va. 22003.

While reviewing “The Custer
Story” for possible inclusion in the
sales program at Custer Battlefield
National Monument, Historian J.D.
Young discovered that thereisinthe
artifact collection of the late Mrs.
Elizabeth Bacon Custer an item of
National Bicentennial interest.

During the Civil War, while going
through the Shenandoah Valley with
General Sheridan, General Custer
was given a gift by a Mrs. Washing-
ton because earlier in the war
Custer had befriended her son, Con-
federate Lt. James B. Washington,
while he was a prisoner of the
Union Army.

Custer and Lieutenant Washington
had been friends as cadets at West
Point. The gift was a conch shell
button with a silver shank which
came from a set of buttons once
worn by George Washington. It was
a precious heirloom of the Wash-
ington family.

Custer had the button set in gold
filigree and made into a brooch
which he gave his wife as a wedding
present. The brooch, along with

many other items of the Elizabeth
Custer collection, is now at the
Custer Battlefield National Monu-
ment.

“The Custer Story”—the life and
intimate letters of General Custer
and his wife Elizabeth is edited by
Marguerite Merington.

Toastmasters offer
course in speaking

Do you want to speak better? If
so, sign up for the 12-week public
speaking course offered by the In-
terior Toastmasters Club. The
course offers presentations and
practical experience in leadership
development, self confidence,
speech writing, eye contact, voice
projection, analytical thinking, and
more.

The current course runs through
May 30, 1974 and is held every
Thursday from 12 to 1 p.m. in
Room 233, Interior South (form-
erly the BIA building). The cost is
$5.00 for materials. For more in-
formation and registration, contact
Kathy Loveless X-4662, Room 7640,
Main Interior.



Acadia VIP teaches high school biology

Like many National Park Service
seasonal employees, Acadia Na-
tional Park Naturalist Bill
Townsend has a life of his own out-
side the NPS during the off-season
and in Bill’s case it’s a very in-
teresting life indeed.

Though he has spent the past seven
summers at Acadia conducting boat
tours, hikes and evening programs,
Bill is a high school biology teacher
in Sullivan during the bulk of the
year. He also is editor of the bird-
oriented newsletter, “Guillemot,”
published by the Sorrento Scientific
Society. Yes, Bill founded the so-
ciety two years ago and has 300
subscribers to its newsletter. Mem-
bership is open to the public. Bill
also conducts bird-watching excur-
sions and nature walks.

Named after the black and white
oceanic bird, “Guillemot” publishes
unusual tidbits of information about
birds and other wildlife and scien-
tific subjects. A major part of the
information comes from contribu-
tors.

Articles reporton weather con-
ditions, flora and fauna, rare bird
and bird counts. It also reports on
local bird banding activities.

A University of Maine graduate
(Class of ’67), Bill says he “really
enjoys” his summers with NPS.
“I’ve visited other parks, but so
far 1 like Acadia best,” he said.
“We are very marine oriented here,
being right on the coast.”

l...__g. R

Seasonal naturalist and high school bijology teacher Bill Townsend with

- see =

specimen of extinct passenger pigeon. Bill has worked seven summers with NPS.

Ski patrol helps rangers at Yosemite

Yosemite National Park, Calif.
has plenty of willing helpers for
cross-country skiers on the trail.

The 17 members of the Yosemite
volunteer Nordic Patrol have con-
tributed 48 days and 516 ski milesto
help Park Rangers oversee the
heavily used snow trails in the
Bader Pass and Glacier Point
areas. Every weekend they work
both on and off the marked paths
giving directions, relaying safety
information, checking signouts on
trail registers, giving basic first
aid, demonstrating technique, and
even helping repair equipment.

The group of Fresnoand Bay Area
cross~-country skiers, organized
last fall by Ray and Carol Stacey of
Redwood City are the first such
team in the Sierra.

“We thought that there was really
a need for such a patrol with the
growing appreciation of winter
backcountry use,” Ray Stacey said.
He is affiliated with the National
Ski Patrol System and the U.S. Ski
Association,

Yosemite Rangers conducted a
ski and safety clinic for the group

and found the patrol a great help.
Ranger Ed Powell, coordinator of
the project, estimates that day use
in the area has tripled since last
year, and says the extra manpower
is much appreciated.

The Yosemite volunteer patrol is
an arm of the Far West division of
the U.S. Ski Association.
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