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Park Service, Interior employees honored

By Dan Hughes

Hundreds of Interior Depart-
ment employees and friends
gathered Dec. 7 to honor their
own at the 44th annual Honor
Awards Convocation in Wash-
ington, D.C. The Department
presented a total of 69 awards
in the categories of Distin-
guished Service, Valor and
Conservation Service. In addi-
tion, two Public Service Awards
and three annual Safety Pro-
gram Awards were handed out.

Spirit and Comradeship

Interior Secretary Thomas S.
Kleppe delivered brief remarks
prior to the presentation of
awards. ‘‘It’s always nice to
reward our peers of outstanding
accomplishment,” Secretary

Service in the field of ecology
and natural sciences.

William J. Murtagh, Keeper
of the National Register, was
cited for ‘‘superior leadership
and expertise in the field of his-
toric preservation,”” while the
National Register grew from
1,000 to more than 12,000 pro-
perties under his stewardship.

Joseph C. Rumburg, IJr.,
Southwest Region director, re-
ceived his DSA for “‘excellence
in effectively handling the many
delicate and often crucial public
relations matters arising within
his jurisdiction,”” and his superi-
or management skill over his
long career which began in
1950.

Finally, Albert H. Schroeder,
Chief of the Division of Inter-
pretation in the Southwest Re-
gion, got kudos for ‘‘his notable

Kleppe said. Remarking that achievements in the fields of
he’d probably be out of work archeology and interpetation.”’
early next year, Secretary

Kleppe said: “‘I have liked Valor Awards

being Secielary ol e
ior—it’s an important job with
important work. ['ve enjoyed
the spirit and comradeship in
the Department of Interior and
it has been a rewarding experi-
ence.”’

He then proceeded to pass
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Imogene B. LaCovey, retired assistant director, Concessions, receives her Distinguished Serv-

ice Award from Interior Secretary Thomas S. Kleppe at the Dec. 7 ceremonies in Washington,

D.C.

NPS garnered two Valor
Awards out of the seven pre-
sented. James E. McOwien, a
maintenance supervisor at Gold-
en Gate National Recreation
Area, Calif., was honored for
‘‘courageous action involving a
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Seven NPS employees
among the 40 recipients.

They included Glen T. Bean,
deputy director of the Rocky
Mountain Region, for ‘‘orches-
trating the establishment of the
new Region’” and chairing a
subtask force to ‘‘reevaluate the
controversial ranger  versus
technician classification series "’
Imogene B. La Covey, retired
assistant director, Concessions,
also received a Distinguished
Service Award. She was cited
for ‘*her demonstrated mana-

were
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Formér Congresswoman Julia Butler Hansen, a recipient of a

Conservation Service Award had a chat with former Assistant
Secretary (for minerals) Hollis Dole at the Park Service recep-
tion following the formal awards ceremony.

E&AA board sets
meeting in Denver

Members of the Board of the
Employees and Alumni Asso-
ciation will convene for their
annual meeting Feb. 15-17 in
Denver, Colo., at the Ramada
Inn, nearby the Denver Service
Center and the Rocky Mountain
Regional Office.

Topics of discussion on the
Board’s agenda include election
of a new Board Chairman—
Monte Fitch has announced his
retirement, effective Feb. 26.
Board members will also dis-
cuss the newly designated ‘“‘co-
operating association’” status
for the E&AA, fix the 1977

budget, sort out any problems
with the Fducational = Trust
Fund and other E&AA matters,
including a new retiree directo-
ry.

Wayne Bryant and Mary
Benson. E&AA reps in the
Denver area are hamiling all
arrangements and will be con-
tacting individual board mem-
bers shortly.

E&AA members who have
specific items they want taken
up by the Board, should contact
their E&AA representative
soon.

ties in an outstanding manner.”’
Also honored in the same cate-
gory was Granville B. Liles, re-
tired superintendant of Blue
Ridge Parkway, N.C.-Va.-Ga.

“Granny”’ was cited for his
more than 3 years of notable
service to the NPS, ‘‘exhibiting
a genuine concern for the bene-
fit of the park visitor.”

Dr. William B. Robertson,
Jr., senior scientist at Ever-
glades National Park, received a
DSA, in absentia, for his

outstanding contributions to the

young woman attempted suicide
by jumping from the Golden
Gate Bridge. McOwien jumped
into the frigid Bay waters and
worked a rope around the
young woman, and then direct-
ed assistants on the seawall in
proper procedures for removing
the victim from the water and
into a waiting ambulance.
Approximately 29 employees
of Rocky Mountain National
Park, Colo., received a unit ci-

(Cont'd on P. 2)

At the awards reception NPS architecis congratulate Charles Petersen, left, on receiving his
Conservation Service Award. From left of Petersen are Hugh Miller, Henry Judd, Perry Vourch-
ers of Ohio State University, and Lee Nelson.
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citation for Valor for ‘“‘excep-
tional skill, stamina, and cour-
age demonstrated during rescue
and assistance operations during
the Big Thompson Flood July
31-August 1." NPS personnel
were involved in directing air
operations, ground searches,
medical assistance, body recov-
eries and security operations.
Twenty-two awards for Con-
servation Service were present-
ed to private citizens or groups
during the ceremony. Of these,
20 went to those assocated with
the NPS. Awardees were:
Independence Hall Association,
L.W. Lane, Jr., John I. Nicol,
Sen. Alan Bible, Rep. Julia But-
ler Hansen, Ada Louise Huxta-
ble, W. Robert Williams, Garli-
sle H. Humelsine, Thomas

At Edison National Historic
Site, N.J. almost 200 connois-
seurs of vintage Edison record-
ings from 11 States and two
Canadian provinces gathered
together recently, joined by a
group of Edison recording art-
ists of the same era, for an
evening of nostalgic reminisc-
ing.

Every seat in the auditorium
was occupied, with an overflow
crowd milling about the en-
trance to Thomas Edison’s his-
toric 1887 Laboratory.

Virtuosos

The program for the evening
included not only released and
unreleased Edison recordings in
the collection at Edison NHS,
but also live performances by
the famous singers and instru-
mental virtuosos who made
those recordings 50 years ago.

Unit Manager Lynn R.
Wightman made the introduc-
tions to the : festivities, with
Raymond R. Wile of Queens
College sharing the emcee spot-
light with Milford H. Fargo of
the Eastman School of Music,
University of Rochester.

Highlights were talks and per-
formances by the veteran art-
ists, who, although in their 70’s
and 80’s, retained to a remarka-

Lawson McCall, James Marston
Fitch, Charles E. Peterson,
Harley J. McKee, Carl Feiss,
Frederick Johnson, John O.
Brew and Emil W. Haury.
Receiving awards in absentia
were Piero Gazzola, Harold
James Plenderleith, Ronald F.
Lee (posthumous) and Michio
Oi.

Immediately after the Convo-
cation, a reception was held in
the Buffet Room of the Interior
Cafeteria to honor NPS recipi-
ents. Wine flowed freely, and
light snacks were served, as
everybody from Director Ever-
hardt down congratulated the
awardees.

Imogene LaCovey said of her
award: ‘“It’s just wonderful, a
fitting climax to my NPS ca-
reer.’’

String Wizard

ble degree their technical and
vocal skills.

Roy Smeck, known as ‘““The
Wizard of the Strings’’ on gui-
tar, banjo, and ukelele, brought
the atmosphere to a fever heat
with his incredible scampering
over the scale in ‘‘Twelfth
Street Rag’’ on the uke, which
he incidentally waxed in 1928
on an Edison Diamond Disc.

Edna White, trumpeter, who
made her first recording in 1903,
spoke briefly about her lengthy
musical career spanning two
continents.

Rosalynd Davis and Hazel
Dann, both of the Dann Trio,
.who.made Tone Tests for the
Edison Company in the early
1920’s, received tremendous
ovations for their part in the
program.

Also on hand was Ernest L.
Stevens, pianist and personal
arranger for the great inventor,
and leader of the Stevens Trio
and Stevens Dance Orchestra.
He spoke for a few moments on
recording days at the Columbia
Street Studio and at the New
York Recording Studio, giving
Edison’s views on Rachmani-
noff, then masterfully enter-
tained the entire crowd with
twe piano sclos.

New Jersey News Photos

Edna White, a trumpeter, who made her first recording in 1903

spoke briefiy to the gathering.

_Other recipients responded in

kind: “I'm extremely pleased,”
said Joe Rumburg, “‘it’s one of
the nicest things that’s hap-
pened to me.” said Granny
Liles: “It made me cry.”
Granny is teaching park man-
agement at Blacksburg State
College.

Valor Awardee James Mc-
Owien, who saved the Golden
Gate leaper, said ‘‘it is the
proudest moment of my life.”
James and his wife, who ac-
companied him to receive the
award, have raised 13 chil-
dren—eight of their own and
five foster kids.

Director Everhardt personally
congratulated all of the award-
ees.

Hazel Dann, violinist with the Dann Trio, performs at Edison

NHS, N.J.

and arranger.

ception Dec. 7, to congratulate award recipients and wish sea-
son’s greetings to NPS employees and friends. Shaking hands
with the director is Ron Greenberg of the National Register;
center is C.P. Montgomery, E&AA treasurer.

Edison's old cronies get together in New Jersey

At the keyboard is Ernest L. Stevens, Edison’s personal pianist

Coloratura Soprano Gladys Rice and Baritone Douglas Stanbu-

ry sung “April in Paris” for the audience.

‘The Kiss’

Coloratura Soprano Gladys
Rice, daughter of John Rice of
the first Edison motion picture,
“The Kiss,”” and Broadway
Baritone Douglas Stanbury de-
lighted their listeners with ‘“Vi-
lia’’ and **April in Paris.”

Singer, Composer, and music
Publisher Joe Davis, also
known as ‘““The Melody Man,”’
was on hand to recall his expe-
riences in promoting the music
of the pre-Depression Era.

One of the most poignant
moments of the evening oc-
curred when 83-year-old Eva
Taylor, known in her heyday as
““Queen of the Blues” or
““Queen of the Moaners,” was
introduced. Widow of famed
cleffer-pianist Clarence Wil-
liams, she sang her husband’s
own  composition, ‘‘Baby,
Won’t You Please Come
Home?”

For future reference, the pro-
gram was taped by Merritt
Sound Recording, with copies
being sent to the Library of
Congress, along with other Au-
dio Archives. Variety, Hobbies,
Antique Phonograph Monthly,
Newark Star Ledger, and High
Fidelity all carried articles with
emphasis on the content and
uniqueness of this presentation
relating to the pioneer days of
sound recording.

Rosalynd Davis, another
violinist with the famous Dann
Trio.
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Dominguez-Escalante expendition-
the big Bicentennial event in West

NPS Alumnus “Pete” Suazo was master of ceremonies at the Sept. 15 program at Dinosaur Na-
tional Monument that welcomed the Dominguez-Escalante Bicentennial Expedition to the Monu-
ment and to their first stop in Utah. Platform guests (left to right) were: Utah Governor Calvin
Rampton, DEBE Administrator and Trail Boss Bill Daley, Pete Suazo, Rocky Mountain Regional
Directly Lynn Thompson, Dinosaur Superintendent Cecil Lewis, and Utah Senator Frank Moss.

To most people. the “true”
Bicentennial events of note
meant the activities around Bos-
ton, New York. and Philadel-
phia.

But to the surprise of many.
the West featured a Bicentenni-
al event that commemorated one
of the most significant epics in
the history of the Nation—the
1776 Dominguez-Escalante
Expedition.

Funded by ARBA, the four
corner States of New Mexico.
Colorado, Utah, and Arizona,
and private donations, the
commemorative expedition left
Santa Fe, N. Mex., on July 29,
200 years to the day that the
original expedition began its
long journey.

Overland Route

The purpose of the original
horse-mounted expedition was
to find an overland route con-
necting Santa Fe (Spain’s north-
ern most territorial capital) with
the Franciscan Missions along
the California Coast. The party
was directed by Franciscan

Fathers Atanacio Dominguez
and Silvestre Escalante.

The 1976 commemorative
Dominquez-Escalante Bicen-
tennial Expedition (DEBE) was
neither a re-enactment nor a
pageant, but an authentic expe-
dition using modern equipment.
The 14 riders attempted to fol-
low the original trail as closely
as possible and call attention to
the significance of the 1776
event and the heritage that is
ours because of Spain's influ-
ence in the Southwest.

The DEBE route took them
north by northwest from Santa
Fe to Durango, Montrose and
Dinosaur, Colorado, and then
west to the Green River in
Utah. It was there on Sept. 15
the party forded the river Fr.
Escalante named Rio de San
Buenaventura. The crossing site
lies within the boundaries of
Dinosaur National Monument—
a scant 2 miles from the greatest
concentration of fossilized dino-
saur bones found anywhere in
the world.

In the afternoon ceremonies
under a warm sun, the party
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was met by Park Superintendent
Cecil lewis (who rode across
the river with the party). Rocky
Mountain  Regional: Director
Lynn Thompson, Utah Governor
Calvin Rampton and Senator
Frank Moss. Seasonal Ranger
Gloria Santiago presented a short
summary of the expedition, its
goals, and accomplishments.
Master of ceremonies was NPS
Alumnus Pete Suazo who ad-
dressed the crowd in both Span-
ish and English.

From Dinosaur, the DEBE
party continued retracing the
original path and proceeded
west to the Salt Lake valley and
then south to a point near Mil-
ford, Utah. It was at this loca-
tion 200 years ago that Domin-
guez, Escalante, and their party
of 10, faced with severe winter
storms and lack of food, decid-
ed to abandon their plans to
reach California and return in-
stead to Santa Fe. They arrived
there on Jan. 2, 1777.

The 1976 commemorative
party completed the same task

on Nov. 27—36 days quicker -

than the original expedition.

Other national park areas that
hosted the DEBE party were
Glen Canyon National Recrea-
tion Area, Utah-Ariz., and El
Morro National Monument in
west-central New Mexico—both
sites are along the original
route.

Although Frs. Dominguez

~ and Escalante did not accom-

plish their primary goals, their
route covered more-than- 2,000
miles of previously unmapped
territory. The accounts of the
travels and their accurate maps
formed the basis for Spain's
claim to the land. Without a
doubt, the achievements of the
Dominguez-Escalante  expedi-
tion of 1776 rank among the
greatest in the history of this
Nation and was certainly the
Bicentennial event of the West.

Park | ¥| Briefs

FORT SUMTER NATIONAL MONUMENT. S.C.—
NPS has completed a 110-page study detailing alterna-
tive designs for a Fort Sumter-Fort Moultrie visitor
embarkation facility on the Charleston shoreline front-
ing the Ashley River. Five major alternatives are pro-
posed and Superintendent Ping Crawford is seeking
public feedback.

SEQUOIA-KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARK,
CALIF.—Rangers have been setting fires for 8 straight
years in an effort to reduce fire hazards and to restore
more natural environmental conditions to the area. This
year, Acting Superintendent Gene Daugherty said 260
acres of dangerous forest fuels were successfully re-
moved in the fires. In time, rangers hope to extend the
program to 5,000 acres of giant sequoias in Redwood
Mountain grove.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK, COLO.—
Two historic sites in the park have been accepted by
the National Register of Historic Places. The Grand
River Ditch, located on the park’s west side along the
east slope of the Never Summer Mountains, received
this distinction recently, along with the Moraine Park
Visitor Center (formerly the Moraine Park Lodge).
Three years ago, the William Allen White Cottages
were added to the Register. Three other sites have been
nominated.

ALLEGHENY PORTAGE NATIONAL HISTORIC
SITE, PA.—NPS has awarded a $40,000 contract to
Berkiblie Bros., Inc. of Johnstown, Pa., to begin initial
restoration of the historic Lemon House, which served
as an inn and tavern along the railroad in the 19 centu-
ry and earlier in this century. Restoration work will
replace first floor structural supports with steel; replace
the dirt floor in the basement with concrete; insulate
the attic and replace current asphalt shingles with histo-
ric wood shingles, among other things. Lemon Housg is
approximately 140 years old.

CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO NATIONAL HISTORIC
PARK, MD.—December interpretive activities along
the upper part of this historic waterway included winter
walks, a whitewater slide show, canal boat tours with
movies, a look at the uses of mules and muskets, a
winter campfire and jogging exercises, for beginners.
Later in the month a star-gazing session was held;
along with a discussion on how to enjoy winter park
activities safely and a showing of the TV film ‘*When
the Past Dries Up.”” which describes through pictures
and interviews what the historic canal was and what it
is today.

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK—Two adult
male buffalo were shot to death by a mystery poacher
Dec. 2, in the Northeast section of the park. When park
rangers came upon the grisly scene, they found little
evidence—coyotes and other park animals had partially
devoured the buffalo and the mystery poacher(s) had
removed the head of one animal and the horn from the
other. An investigation is still going on with the cooper-
ation of the Fish and Wildlife Service and local game
and fish departments. If apprehended, the culprits
could face a possible $1,000 fine and a year in jail or
both.

DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL MONUMENT, CAL-
IF.—With the accompaniment of a spectacular desert
sunset, a final concert in a series was held Dec. 18,
sponsored by NPS and the Draco Foundation. Featured
was the premiere of Halsey Steven’s work, ‘‘Songs
from Paiute,”” composed for the event. The Santa Mon-
ica College Community Chorus performed under the
direction of James E. Smith. The concert also included
*The Small Hour,”” poems by Evelyn Eaton set to
music by Joseph Wood, and the ‘‘Seven Joys of Christ-
mas,”” by Kirke Mechem.

MARTIN VAN BUREN NATIONAL HISTORIC
SITE, N.Y.—Martin Van Who? Well, he was the 8th
president of the U.S., and NPS is planning to restore
Lindenwald (Marty’s Mount Vernon) to its 19th-century
appearance. The trouble is, says Superintendent Bruce
Steward, ‘‘Unfortunately, the historic figure that makes
the house famous is the man who botched it architec-
turally. “‘Built in the Federal style in 1797, ¥an Buren
made numerous changes in mixture of styles popular in
his era—including an Talian tower and Victorian porti-
co. Later occupants added a *‘Gone With the Wind"
front porch,

FORT POINT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, CAL-
IF.—The 2nd annual Mexican-American Christmas
Fiesta and Posada, honoring San Francisco’s first
Christmas, was held Dec. 11. Visitors shared the color
and excitement of pinatas, fiesta food, mariachi bands
and the local Ballet Folklorico Mexicano. A formal mil-
itary retreat was also held, with the Presidio Bicen-
tennial Marching Unit garbed in 1870 army uniforms.
dGuests were encouraged to wear traditional Mexican

ress.






