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To All Association Members: 

Next month, members of the 
Employees and Alumni Asso­
ciation will receive a different 
publication. It will be the NPS 

COURIER, Newsletter of the 
National Park Service." 

For a long time, your Board 
of Directors has had under con­
sideration a change in publica­
tions # policy—a change under 
which we would no longer put 
out the National Park Courier 
as a separate publication, hut 
instead would pay for printing 
and mailing to our members 
copies of a more complete NPS 
newsletter. 

At the last annual meeting, it 
was decided to make that 
change, and it will be effected 
with the November edition. 

All members of the Associa­
tion will have the "COURIER•• 
mailed to them. This means that 
members employed by the Park 
Service will receive one copy at 
work and another at home 
through the mail. 

Over the years, many alumni 
members of the Association 
have expressed a desire to re­
ceive the Newsletter. Now your 
membership in E&AA will as­
sure you of receiving it regular­
ly. An important advantage of 
the policy change, we believe, 
is that the same publication will 
be available to all of the Park 
Service Family—employed and 
retired. News of the alumni and 
Association activities will be 
carried—something that will 
mean better informed employ­
ees. 

Chairman Fry 

As space permits, the COUR­
IER will provide a wide spec­
trum of coverage of matters of 
interest to the Park Service 
Family, such as: 

• News of significant devel­
opments in the Park Serv­
ice and the Park System. 

• New parks for the System 
and other legislation enact­
ed. 

• Policy statements and 
management directives of 
general interest. 

• Personnel matters — com­
pensation, hiring practices, 
grading of positions, retire­
ment changes. 

• Feature stories about park 
people, attractions and ac­
tivities. 

Courier & Newsletter 
altered in Nov. 

• Appointments of superin­
tendents and regional 
directors. 

• Activities of Park Women. 
• Letters, Books. 
• Alumni News. Park Briefs. 

Obituaries. People on the 
Move. 

Another important reason for 
this change in publications poli­
cy is that it will save money. A 
substantial increase in dues 
would have been necessary to 
cover rising printing and paper 
costs. Under the new arrange­
ment, we can bring you articles 
about parks and Service people, 
plus some of the alumni news 
you enjoyed before, and do it 
without raising the dues at this 
time. Still only $5 a year, E& 
AA membership is a real bar­
gain. 

As always the COURIER 
staff seeks your help in provid­
ing interesting material for arti­
cles. Those who have worked in 
the parks for many years can 
provide stories of interest and 
significance, or amusing or in­
structive anecdotes about "how 
we did it in Yellowstone." 

Recently, another important 
change was effected in the 
status of the E&AA: the organi­
zation became a Cooperating 
Association of the National 
Park Service. We believe this to 
be a major step forward, one 
that will facilitate administration 
of the Association, and one that 
is much needed in view of to­

day's outlook for the national 
parks. 

The outlook is that the Na­
tional Park System will continue 
to expand, that the Service will 
be expected to assume signifi­
cant additional responsibilities, 
and that it will have additional 
resources with which to dis­
charge those responsibilities. 
One who worked in the parks 
before I960 may find it hard to 
realize that the System now 
comprises almost 300 areas, and 
to comprehend the size of the 
Service's additional task in the 
preservation of cultural and his­
torical resources across the Na­
tion. 

• For the new Director and 
Deputy Director and the entire 
Service organization, this is a 
time of change and challenge, 
and they need the support 
which a vigorous Association 
can provide. 

As never before, your Board 
needs your help to increase 
Association membership, espe­
cially among employees. The 
National Park Service is one of 
the most respected bureaus in 
Government. We enjoy a note­
worthy heritage. Every employ­
ee should belong to the E&AA, 
both to make a stronger contri­
bution to the National Park 
cause, and to get the most from 
his or her relationship with oth­
er Service people. 

George Fry, Chairman, E&AA 

First Lady presents awards to NPSers 

The visitor center site at Big 
Horn Canyon National Recrea­
tion Area, Wyo., designed by 
Wirth Associates under contract 
with the national Park Service 
received one of the 17 annual 
landscape awards of the Ameri­
can Association of Nurserymen 
in a ceremony in Washington, 
D. C , October 5. The presenta­
tions were made by the First 
Lady, Rosylnn Carter, in the 
rose garden on the White House 
grounds. • 

The National Park Service 
was represented by Director 
Whalen and Howard Wagner, 
landscape architect, who ac­
cepted the award for the Den­
ver Service Center. NPS Alum­
nus Theodore J. Wirth, presi­
dent of Wirth Associates, ac­
cepted the award for his firm. 
He was accompanied by his 
mother, Helen Wirth, wife of 

former Director Connie Wirth. 
The Nurserymen's Associa­

tion landscape award is the old­
est given in this country for 
outstanding design. With Asso­
ciates designed the visitor cen­
ter building, which is heated 
and air conditioned by solar 
energy, as well as the site at 
Lovell, Wyoming. The facility 
has been in operation for about 
a year. 

Theodore Wirth, whose firm 
has offices in Billings, Mont., 
and Phoenix, Arix., resigned 
from the Park Service in 1961, 
after for 10 years in the West­
ern Design and Construction 
Office, San Francisco, and at 
Grand Teton National Park 
where he also did planning and 
development work for Yellow­
stone National Park. He is vice 
president of the American So­
ciety of Landscape Architects. 

Theodore J. Wirth (left), president of Wirth Associates, and Howard Wagner of the Denver 
Service Center pose with First Lady Rosalynn Carter in the Rose Garden on the White House 
grounds after receiving awards for design and development of the Big Horn Canyon Recrea­
tion Area visitor center site at Lovell, Wyo. Mrs. Carter presented 17 top landscape awards 
from the American Association of Nurserymen Oct. 5. 
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Andrus asks for 92 million Alaska acres 

Interior Secretary Cecil 0. Andrus testifies before the House Interior and Insular Affairs Com­
mittee asking Congress to set aside some 92 million acres of land in the State of Alaska for 
parks, refuges and wilderness. He is flanked by Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks Robert L. Herbst. 

Minneapolis honors Wirth family 
An expression of gratitude to 

the Wirth family for its leader­
ship and service to the field of 
parks and recreation was pre­
sented to former NPS Director 
Conrad L. Wirth and his wife, 
Helen, in the form of a resolu­
tion by the Park and Recreation 
Board of the City of Minneapol­
is in September. 

The accolade was given at the 
time of the annual meeting of 
the American Association of 
Landscape Architects, at which 
Wirth gave the keynote address 
in place of Senator Hubert H. 
Humphrey who had accepted an 
invitation to speak but found it 
necessary to cancel his appear­
ance. 

The Park Board's resolution 
cited the "integrity and high 
ideals reflected in . . . every 
endeavor. . . of this accom­
plished family." It recalled the 
career of Connie Wirth's father, 
Theodore Wirth, as Superin­
tendent of the Minneapolis park 
system for nearly 30 years, and 
that of the son as Director of 
the National Park Service for 12 
years until his retirement in 
1964. It also listed Connie's 
additional leadership as execu­
tive president of the National 
Recreation and Park Associa­
tion, President of the American 
Institute of Park Executives, 
Executive Director of the Hud­
son River Valley Commission, 
Vice Chairman and member of 
the National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission, Vice 
Chairman of the L.B.J. Me­
morial on the Potomac, and 
member (and trustee) of the 
National Geographic Society. 

In his speech to the ASLA, 
Wirth called on landscape archi­
tects to recognize that the land­
scape includes not only the land 
but also its natural and man-
made features, and its human 
and animal inhabitants. No indi­
vidual landscape architect 
should expect to deal with all 
landscape problems, he coun­
selled, and advised the profes­
sion to begin to specialize in 

different branches of the work. 
He paid tribute to Senator 
Humphrey as a public official 
"whose heart encompasses the 
whole world of people and 
things." 

The former Director played 
golf on the Theodore Wirth 
Park course with his son, Theo­
dora Wirth III, who is Vice 
President of the ASLA; Min­
neapolis Park Superintendent 
Robert Ruhe, and Spencer Ellis, 
Secretary of the ASLA. 

Their stay in Minneapolis 
marked the culmination of a 2 
weeks trip for Connie and He­
len Wirth, the first leg of which 
was a cruise through the Alex­
ander Archipelago of Alaska on 
which they visited all of the na­
tional park areas in the phan-
handle of the State. At Glacier 
Bay National Monument they 
were met by Superintendent 
John T. Ritterand spent an en­
tire day around the foot of the 
glacier under the guidance of 
two rangers. 

At the northern terminus of 
the trip they were met at Skag-
way by Superintendent Dick 
Hoffman of Klondike Gold 
Rush National Historical Park 
for a look at that area. 

At Sitka they were greeted by 
Superintendent Ellen Lang of 

Dutton's Grand 
Canyon reprinted 

For the first time in 95 years, 
two classic volumes on the 
Grand Canyon National Park, 
Ariz., area were published this 
fall by Peregrine Smith, Inc. 

Clarence Dutton's "Tertiary 
History of the Grand Canyon 
District with Atlas" has been 
reprinted in limited edition— 
1,500 copies are now available 
to the public. The work is a 
scholarly analysis and lyric 
testement to Dutton's knowl­
edge and love of the Canyon. 

It is available for $145 until 
Nov. 15 ($175 after) through 
Peregrine Smith, Inc., Box 667, 
Lay ton, Utah 84041. 

Sitka National Historical Park, 
a direct descendant of the Tlin-
git Indians who fought against 
the Russians for 10 years in 
defense of their homeland. 
There they saw a fine visitor 
center built during the Mission 
66 program instigated by Wirth. 
He found Sitka to be the best 
looking town they saw in Alas­
ka, "neat and clean every­
where." 

The Carter Administration's 
proposal to protect 92 million of 
Alaska's 375 million acres was 
presented to Congress Sept. 15 
by Secretary Cecil D. Andrus. 
The land recommended is al­
ready in Federal ownership. 
• Recommendations were made 

under provisions of the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act. 
These lands would constitute 
approximately 45.1 million acres 

' in National Wildlife Refuges 
and 41.7 million acres in the 
National Park System, more 
than doubling the size of each 
system. 

Andrus also recommended 33 
rivers and river segments for 
inclusion in the National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System to­
talling some 2.45 million acres, 
and nine rivers for study, plus 
additions of some 2.5 million 
acres to existing National For­
ests. 

As Secretary Andrus told the 
House Subcommittee on Alaska 
lands and General Oversight: 

"Through enactment of our 
proposals, we can be certain 
that the crown jewels of Alaska 
— its most spectacular natural 
environments, recreation areas, 
and wildlife habitats—will re­
main in trust for the benefit of 
our Nation's citizens." 

"When we talk of conserving 
resources for our Nation and 

for the future, we must put this 
in perspective. It is not our in­
tention to 'lock up' the State of 
Alaska, and our plan provides 
sufficient latitude for needed 
development. 

Largest of the national park 
proposals is that of the Wran-
gell-St. Elias National Park and 
Preserve, a wild area of 18,000 
square miles in Southeast Alas­
ka adjoining Canada's Kluane 
National Park. It contains the 
Nation's greatest collection of 
peaks surmounting 16,000 feet, 
including Mount St. Elias, at 
18,008 feet, the second highest 
in North America. An enor­
mous array of wildlife, includ­
ing the rare glacier bear, inha­
bits an area large enough to 
contain the proposed wild and 
scenic rivers. Most of the park 
is proposed as wilderness. 

In the far north is the pro­
posed Gates of the Arctic Na­
tional Park, 8.2 million acres 
with an abundance of rare spec­
ies of wildlife and seven wild 
rivers. 

Another is existing Mount 
McKinley National Park, estab­
lished in 1917 and enclosing 
America's highest peak, Mount 
McKinley at 20,320 feet. The 
park would be enlarged to 5.7 
million acres and renamed Den-
ali, the Alaska Native Indian 
name for the great peak. 

Joseph C. Rumburg, Jr. 
wins Appleman Award 

Joseph C. Rumburg, Jr., recently retired Southwest Region 
Director, left, gets the glad hand from current SW Director 
John Cook. Rumburg received the Appleman Award in history. 
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Joseph C. Rumburg, Jr., for­
mer Southwest Regional Direc­
tor, has been named winner of 
the sixth annual Roy Appleman 
Award in history. 

The award, which honors the 
long and distinguished career of 
NPS historian Roy E. Apple-
man, is presented annually to 
the individual who has made the 
most significant contribution to 
historical interpretation, re­
search or preservation in the 
Park Service. 

Rumburg, who retired as SER 
Director at the end of 1976, es­
tablished regional priorities to 
allocate the funding and staffing 
needed for a growing cultural 
resources program in the South­
west Region. 

Rumburg's concern for histo­
ric and prehistoric resources led 
to his creation of the Southwest 
Cultural Resources Center with­
in the region. The Center is 
now a model for other federal 
agencies. 

Rumburg's career spanned 30 
years and took him to park as­
signments across the United 
States. In addition to his final 
job as Southwest Regional 
Director, Rumburg was superin­
tendent of several parks, the 
Western Regional Director and 
Deputy Associate Director of 
Operations for the entire Na­
tional Park System. 

A native of Colorado, Rum­
burg currently resides in Santa 
Fe. N. Mex. 
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NPS honors Christian Ministry 
As a special highlight to the 

1977 annual board meeting of A 
National Christian Ministry in 
the National Parks, Deputy 
Director Ira Hutchison present­
ed Sept. 16 the Interior Depart­
ment's Public Service Award to 
the Rev. Warren Ost, who start­
ed the ministry 25 years ago. 

Held at Glacier National Park, 

Mont., 85 persons attended the 
meeting, reporting on activities, 
problems and progress this 
year. The program had 255 sem­
inary and college students serv­
ing in 55 national parks and rec­
reation areas. The students held 
regular jobs such as bellhops, 
waitresses and kitchen assist­
ants. 

Navajo NM VIP 

Wins Powder Puff Derby 
VIP Patricia Sam Udall, of 

Navajo National Monument 
returns triumphant from leave 
after winning the last Powder 
Puff Derby. 

following in the flyway of 
her idol, Amelia Earhart, avia-
trix Sam Udall completed the 
gruelling 2500-mile across coun­
try test of navigation and pilot 
proficiency on July 4, in Tampa, 
Florida. The 4-day trip, with 
complex flight orders to follow, 
began at Palm Springs, Califor­
nia. This was her third attempt 
at the most coveted and presti­
gious of women's air races. On 
one try, she came in 135th, but 
persistence paid off this time. 

She and her lovely co-pilot, 
Nanette Gay lord, of Denver, 
Colorado, made the flight in 
Sam's Cardinal RG-177, giving 
them both the honor of having 
their names placed on the per­
manent Powder Puff Trophy, 
housed at the National Museum 

of Air and Space Technology at 
the Smithsomian Institution, 
Washington, D.C. 

Begun in 1947, this was the 
30th and final consecutive run­
ning of the derby. Increased 
expenses for flight fuel, produc­
ing the event itself and threats 
by male pilots to crash the tra­
ditionally all-female race are 
causes for its demise. 

When not seeing the south­
west from the air, Sam sees it 
by foot, giving tours to the pre­
historic ruins of Betatakin and 
Keet Seel as a VIP at Navajo 
National Monument, located 
deep in the back country of the 
Navajo Indian Reservation, in 
Arizona. 

Sam was feted at a cham­
pagne surprise party on her re­
turn to the monument by the 
staff who joined the rest of the 
world in congratulating her on 
her success. 

Rev. Ost worked as a bellhop 
at Old Faithful Inn in the late 
1940's. David L. Condon, a 
Yellowstone naturalist then, and 
Ost felt that religous services 
shouldn't be left at home when 
students worked in parks and 
visitors were on vacation. 

In 1951, Rev. Ost, a Minneso­
ta native and ordained Presby­
terian minister, started the 
Christian Ministry Program in 
Yellowstone. At that time it 
was sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches and in 
1972 became a separate organi­
zation. Glacier was one of the 
first parks to become affiliated 
with the program. 

Among those attending the 
1977 meeting were Granville 
Liles, retired superintendent of 
Blue Ridge Parkway, N.C.-Va., 
who is now a staff member in 
summer with the Christian Min­
istry Program. Also in attend­
ance was Lynn thompson, 
director of the Rocky Mountain 
Region. 

Xmas stamp ceremony held at Valley Forge 
First Day of Issue ceremonies 

for one of two Postal Service 
1977 Christmas stamps were 
held Oct. 21 at Valley Forge 
National Historical Park. Pa. 
The stamp, picturing George 
Washington kneeling in prayer, 
is being issued to commemorate 
the 200th anniversary of the 
1777-1778 winter encampment 
of the Continental Army at Val­
ley Forge. 

The Valley Forge encamp­
ment is considered by many his­
torians to be a turning point in 
the American Revolution. On 
December 19, 1777 stortly after 
British troops had captured Phi­
ladelphia, Washington's half-
starved and poorly clothed 

army arrived there to establish 
their winter quarters. During 
the next 6 months Washington 
faced severe shortages of food, 
clothing and supplies. Despite 
the adversities the Continental 
Army survived the winter and 
emerged as a stronger and more 
powerful fighting force in the 
Spring. 

The First Day of Issue cere­
mony was held at Washington's 
Headquarters. The buildings, 
constructed in the 1770s, served 
as quarters for the Commander-
in-Chief throughout the winter 
and is today preserved as part 
of Valley Force NHP. 

The ceremony featured the 
Valley Forge Military Academy 

Color Guard and Drum and 
Bugle Corps along with repre­
sentatives of the Postal Service, 
NPS and others. Following the 
ceremony the Christmas stamp, 
along with a special First Day 
of Issue pamphlet was available 
to the public for the first time— 
free of charge. 

CORRECTION 

Photo on page 1 of the Sep­
tember Courier was by Jack 
Rottier. Additional photos of 
the NPS Alumni Dinner may be 
obtained from Jack. His address 
is: 7119 Wilburdale Drive, An-
nandale, Va. 22003 

"The Sinclair Brothers" entertain at Gateway Arch during the 
Mississippi Valley Folk Festival held recently at the Jefferson 
National Expansion Memorial, Mo. 

From left, Jane B. Kolter, exhibit specialist; Robert L. Giannini III, assistant museum curator; 
Edward O'Brien, freelance artist; and John C. Milley, chief, Museums Division, work to produce 
a full-color, scale rendering of the Senate Chamber carpet of Independence National Histori­
cal Park, Pa. We're told that 15 years of research went into the making of this one-quarter 
scale reproduction which will hit the walls in July 1978. 

Rugged work 

Sam Udall 
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Education in the great outdoors 
Even the dismal grey skies 

and drizzling rain couldn't dam­
pen the spirits of 24 Bristol Bay 
High School students as they 
arrived at Brooks Camp in 
Katmai National Monument, 
Alaka. 

They were on an adventure 
that began early the morning of 
May 16 as they left their homes 
in Naknek and King Salmon, 
Alaska to board the fishing 
scows, which were both owned 
and skippered by their teachers. 
Few of the students had ever 
been to the monument, although 
it lies only 35 air miles from 
King Salmon. Their summers 
are kept busy with family com­
mercial fishing businesses and 
there is little time for vacations. 

But this wasn't a vacation, 
this was school; a completely 
different kind of school than the 
area had ever had before. It ws 
a "mini-course" entitled "Out­
door Education." The concept 
of environmental and outdoor 
education is hardly a new one 
in most areas of the U.S.. but 
in small bush communities like 

Naknek and King Salmon the 
programs are just beginning to 
develop. It took a lot of plan­
ning and convincing on the part 
of Barbara Blinn, a teacher at 
Bristol Bay High School and 
wife of Katmai Superintendent 
Gil Blinn, but the concept of 
outdoor education finally be­
came a reality the drizzly morn­
ing that the students arrived. 

Skipper-teachers 

Their smiles were greeted by 
NPS seasonal employees who 
ushered them off to the tent 
frames where they would be liv-
in during their stay at Katmai. 
The atmosphere was relaxed 
but there was little free time 
during their 8-day course. The 
"skipper-teachers" took small 
groups out to remote areas of 
Naknek Lake where historical 
and archeological sites provided 
unique educational opportuni­
ties. 

They were able to explore 
an old trapping cabin and the 

Running for the fun of it 
By John Aho, 

resource mang, spec. 
Point Reyes NS 

With a kick and a gasp from 
one who "also ran" at the Point 
Reyes 1977 Muddy Hollow 
Annual Eun Run, here are the 
particulars on that July I? 
event. 
.--.V--".-.-.--•.-.,••_ .- • ; 

Contestants were limited to 
NPS employees, families, or 
associates (e.g., YCC). The 25 
entrants included the father and 
so team of David Pugh (chief. 
Division of Interpretation) and 
9-year-old son, John, and Ray 
Foust, executive assistant to the 
Western regional directors. 

Competitions were held for 
men and women above and be­
low the age of 40. 

At the start, the course fol­
lowed a short stretch of gravel 
road, then proceeded for the 
rest of the VA miles on a well-
trod earth path that leads 
through shaded alder groves, 
shrub thickets, and grassy sa­

vannahs. The finish, of course, 
was a traditional ribbon-break­
ing. 

The overcast sky and cool 
breeze was ideal for running. 

Winners were Rudy Balli 
(YCC) in "Open" at 13:88; Ka­
tie Rogers, VIP and daughter of 
Ranger Orville Rogers, in Class 
" A " at 19:42; Ron Treabess. 
Golden Gate National Recrea­
tion Area. Calif., in Class " C " 
at 14:02; and. Al Smith. WRO. 
in Class " D " at 15:35. 

Thanks go to Mrs. Ron 
Treabess for lettering the certif­
icates awarded to all runners, to 
Ranger Joe Smith for arranging 
the pot luck dinner after the run, 
and to the West Marin Public 
Safety Officers Association for 
sponsoring the home-made chili 
(compliments to the chef. Herb 
Gercke) and the Point Reyes T-
shirts awarded to the winners. 
Administrative Officer Tom 
Swan deserves thanks for his 
candid photos and Interpreter. 
Art Volz deserves thanks for 
printing and processing. 

remains of a Native village des­
troyed by the 1912 volcanic 
eruption. Additional days were 
spent climbing Dumpling Moun­
tain, hiking to Brooks Falls, and 
visiting the Valley of 10,000 
Smokes, the scene of the deves-
tating eruption of 1912. Each 
excursion was accompanied by 
NPS interpreters in an attempt 
to develop a hike into a discov­
ery experience and to use the 
Valley of 10,000 Smokes as a 
geology classrom. 

Supplementing the academics 
of the course were classes in 
hiking, river crossing, canoeing, 
and low impact camping. All of 
these activities were necessary 
as parts of the course. 

Time to go 

All too soon it was time to 
leave, but radiant smiles were 
obvious signs of the students' 
pleasant stay at Katmai One 
student summed it all up, by 
saying, "I really had fun, but 
when I think about it, I learned 
a lot. You guys sure did sneak a 
lot in." 

Thus Outdoor Education was 
introduced to Bristol Bay High 
School and we are proud that 
the NPS staff at Katmai was 
able to help. 

Jennifer Swan, a contestant, 
does it in French. 

Rudy Balli crosses the tape, capturing 1st place in the Point Reyes National Seashore 1977 
Fun Run. Balli competed in the open class. 


