
The trail will normally be 4 ' -0" wide. This tread width is 
neither a maximum nor minimum, however, and should not be 
construed to be a standard to strive for. The width will vary 
according to the locality, terrain, and the amount and type of 
use a trail will receive. Heavily used trails and those which 
may be used periodically for maintenance and emergency 
vehicles may be considerably wider than four feet. Trails 
intended for foot travel only and back country or wilderness 
trails may be less than this. Care should be exercised in the 
determination of the width and alignment. 

The slope of the cut will vary according to the hardness of 
the ground on which the trail is constructed. Any part or all of 
the width may be carried on a wall built of large stones, the 
supporting ground being benched as necessary to afford a 
stable foundation. 

When necessary to retain material on steep slopes, a dry 
random rubble wall may be built along the down-hill side of 
the trail. When crossing talus slopes, it may also be necessary 
to construct a suitable dry random rubble wall on the up hill 
side to retain slide material above the trail. Surface of trail 
on talus slopes should be covered with dirt or other material. 
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