Historic Look
to Contemporary
Covered Bridge
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19%- o' WALL FRAMING DETAIL

Following ancient New England traditions, Edmund Palmer, a carpenter and
former wheelwright now employed by Connecticut’s Department of Environ-
mental Protection, designed this covered bridge.

The 41" long bridge spans Eight Mile Brook at Southford Falls State Park and
serves as a trail crossing and service access for small dump trucks to other
portions of the park.

The bridge, consists of a pair of laminated oak arches from which 4 X 8’ cross
beams are suspended by threaded steel hangers. The floor substructure is
framed to these side structures.

The method of construction places the burden of all loads including the
superstructure and the roof, on the cross beams and thus by the arches from
which they are transmitted to earth via the abutments from which they spring.

The oak used for the arches was laminated while still green. The exterior of
pine is of tongue and groove siding and the roof uses cedar shingles.

Construction of such a bridge could be used as a living history lesson. This
particular bridge leads to a portion of the park which includes the remains of a
historic water-powered paperboard factory.

Our thanks to Ed Rizzotto of the Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection for sharing these plans with us.
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