
Unisex 
Restroom 

Faster, more efficient maintenance makes this unisex restroom design, 
from Silverwood Lake State Recreation Area in southern California, a big hit 
with staff as well as visitors. 

Each restroom building has from two to 12 units, structurally connected 
but functionally separate. Each unit contains its own toilet, washbowl, mirror, 
seat cover holder, tissue dispenser, liquid soap dispenser, and a built-in 
waste container that can be emptied from outside the unit. A long, narrow 
window extends across the brick wall near the ceiling. 

The door swings in so that the toilet is hidden from outside view. The 
knob-type door latch has an inside push-button lock which automatically 
unlocks when the door is closed from the outside. Wheelchair units have 
sliding rather than swinging doors and users have reported complete satis­
faction with them. 

To facilitate maintenance, the floor of each unit is drained through a slot 
in the wall out to a sewer drain in a service alley between units. So the central 
drain can be serviced without inconvenience to any of the restroom users. 

With the individual unit design, maintenance personnel no longer have 
to wait until an entire ladies' room is unoccupied before beginning cleanup 
tasks. Nor must women visitors be inconvenienced by having the entire 
ladies' room closed for cleaning. 
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