
An Elliptical 

Comfort Station 

This bicentennial year has brought tourists from all over the country into 
Washington, D.C. In preparation for the expected crowds, the National 
Capital Parks (NCP) has taken pains to provide new, attractive comfort 
stations in areas of high tourist concentration near parks and monuments. 

The elliptical comfort station, designed by Benjamin Biderman of NCP, 
offers an easy traffic plan and blends well with the surroundings. The facility 
can accommodate four men and four women at a time. 

It is built on a reinforced concrete slab with steel pipe columns clad in 
bronze finished aluminum. The roof is of reinforced concrete, the facing on 
the wall panels of pre-cast aggregate. The wall panels could be made from a 
variety of materials from marble or slate to painted plywood. The building is 
heated and ventilated by an electric warm air system. The lighting is 
incandescent surface mounted. The clerestory windows allow a great deal of 
natural light to enter. All the windows are glazed with lexan and given a 
sandblasted texture on one side. 

This rest room is designed for easy maintenance. The interior walls are 
glazed ceramic tile, the toilet partitions are marble, and the flooring is of 
quarry tile. 

The fascia, windows and door frames are bronze finished aluminum, as is 
the door itself. 
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