
With the increased use of recreation 
vehicles on a year-round basis, opera­
tors of both the destination and overnight 
campgrounds in climates where freezing 
occurs will experience difficulty with 
frozen water lines. This hypothetical 
water/electric hookup box should help 
eliminate much of the problem. 

Inexpensive and readily available 
materials are used throughout; 3/4-inch 
marine plywood for the outer surface, 
1 1/2-inch angle irons for the four cor­
ners, styrofoam lining all around inside 
and under the removable top, sheet metal 
flashing over the concrete foundation, 
etc. The electric outlet box, to provide 
115 volts AC, should be of the type which 
could accommodate the two different 
types of plugs with which the vehicles 
are now being equipped. 

A 115v. socket, accommodating a 50-
watt or larger bulb, could be a source of 
heat for the inside of the box, or a 115v. 
thermostatically controlled heat tape, 
available at local or mail order supply 
houses in 6 foot lengths, could be wrapped 
around the exposed pipe to prevent 
freezing. The same type of heat tapes, 
in varying lengths up to 30 feet, might 
be rented to the campers to cover the 
coiled hose leading from the hookup box 
to the recreation vehicle. These would 
plug into the outside outlet box. 

A trap door, notched at the bottom, 
admits the vehicle service hose to the 
faucet; it is then closed tightly and 
latched. 

Note that a piece of plywood is used 
to face the styrofoam wall inside at the 
back so that the pipe straps and interior 
socket may be made secure. 

SECTION AA 

An electric socket, into which a 50-
watt or larger bulb can be screwed, 
should furnish sufficient heat to keep the 
interior of the hookup box above the 
freezing point. A trap door, notched at 
the bottom to accommodate the vehicle 
service hose, is on the side opposite the 
electric box and, when raised, will pro­
vide sufficient space to permit hose con­
nection. Note that a piece of plywood is 
used to face the back wall inside and to 
this the bulb socket and the pipe straps 
holding the water service pipe are 
attached. 

A 115-volt thermostatically controlled 
vinyl-covered heater wire, available at 
local and mail order supply houses in 
varying lengths, may be wrapped around 
the vehicle hose and plugged into the 
electric outlet box. 

SECTION BB 

The space inside the concrete found-
dation should be filled with loose gravel 
to carry off any drip water or spillage 
from the faucet. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, NATIONAL PARKSERVICE ALL-SEASON 

7feP<xn6'P%acteC£,&ioyt4Mi HOOKUP BOX 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON STATE PARKS AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PARK EXECUTIVES C o n t r i b u t e d by IRA B . L Y K E S 

°'Tt January 1968 I F"-"E 607 B National Park Service 
IND" B-3476 CONTROL S-l 156-B U.S. Department of the Interior 


