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Octagonal buildings have the advantage of looking approachable from almost
any direction. The people at South Tacoma (Washington) Game Farm de-
veloped this plan for an octagonal educational center and restrooms.

The 24 foot in diameter structure rests on a concrete slab. The conical,
wood-shaked roof rises to nearly 15 feet at the peak, and is supported on one
side by three cast-in-place concrete columns incorporated into the walls of the
enclosed half of the building and on the open side, by three tapered wood
beams springing from concrete footings.

The enclosed half includes two restrooms, each having one concrete block
wall and one glass block wall to allow natural light to seep in.

The open side provides space for small interpretive displays or even a
concession. Although the plan calls for a substantial overhang, weather condi-
tions may require special provisions for drainage.

If necessary, this area could be screened in. Asphalt shakes can be substi-
tuted for wood shakes and plywood walls for concrete or glass bricks if
sufficient money or supplies were not available.
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