
Shade, ornamental and specimen trees deserve 
protection from encroaching earth cuts and fills. Here 
are several typical tree well and cut bank treatments 
offered by the Wisconsin Highway Commission. Note 
that where completely surrounded by a well wall (a 
minimum distance of twice the diameter of the tree 

stem away from it), provision is made for drainage. 
Masonry walls are not always necessary to protect 
trees but they are often advisable. Earth should never 
be allowed to rise higher on the stem than is the case 
under natural growing conditions. 
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