
This toilet design is used by the US Forest Service 
as a restroom facility for handicapped persons at Mam­
moth Lake recreation area in Inyo National Forest, 
California. 

The design is a modification of a standard Forest 
Service restroom, BW111. In planning restroom facilities 
for handicapped individuals major considerations are 

the extra space required for a wheelchair and the hand­
holds necessary so the individual can transfer himself 
from the wheelchair to the. stool. 

More designs on facilities for handicapped persons 
can be found on Design sheets O-5401 to O-5408. 

For planning purposes, an adult's 
wheelchair is 26" wide and 40" 
long. To use a toilet stool from 
either side would require at least 
60" plus 18" for stool width, and a 
slight allowance for grab bars. To 
a c c o m m o d a t e this, each r o o m 
should be 8' long and 7' wide, (in­
terior dimensions), or a total of 
8' deep and 14' wide, (interior 
dimensions), for the "both-sexes" 
restrooms. 

A minimum of 8x6' should be al­
lowed in which to turn a wheel­
chair, get out of the wheelchair 
onto the stool, and to use the wash 
basin if installed while also allow­
ing room for the swinging door. 
(A person can turn his wheelchair 
a r o u n d in a circle roughly 4' 
across.) A handrail installed by the 
toilet stool helps a person move 

from wheelchair to stool. Paper 
holders should be installed on both 
sides of the stool. 

Due to the unusual toilet habits 
of some handicapped persons, more 
privacy was planned than usual. 
Instead of one large room having 
2 wash basins and 2 toilets, an in­
terior wall was constructed to form 
2 separate rooms with wash basin 
and toilet each. The height of the 
bottom of the wash basin is 30" 
above the floor. A small hand-hold 
for support was placed on the wash 
basin for those who use crutches 
or have b a l a n c e problems. A s 
in most other c a m p g r o u n d res t -
rooms, cold water only was sup­
plied, although there is room enough 
for a hot-water heater if one is 
needed. Mirrors are installed over 
the basins as usual, but are tipped 

slightly forward to permit use by a 
person in a wheelchair. 

Doors are standard 3'doors which 
provide at least 32" clearance after 
allowing for door jams, hinges, etc. 
Regular "easy-to-use" door knobs 
are s a t i s f a c t o r y , but two-way 
swinging doors are reccommended. 
It should be possible to lock the 
doors when in use, or at the end 
of the season. 

Lights are desirable both in and 
outside the toilet, and if electric 
power isn't available, gas lights 
will do. 

The need for ramps can be eli­
minated by constructing the rest-
room floor at ground level. To 
indicate to the blind an approach 
to a restroom, change path texture, 
and have this hard-surfaced path 
lead to the ground level restroom. 
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