
This i l lustration depicts a fishing float in use at 
Mammoth Lake recrea t ion area in Inyo National Fores t , 
California. The s t ruc ture was designed and built by the 
Fo re s t Service to serve handicapped persons . 

Other methods of flotation may be used, including the 
famil iar 50-gallon oil drum sys tem. And, already extant 

floats can be modified to accomodate persons on wheel­
cha i r s , or otherwise handicapped. 

More information on facili t ies used at Mammoth Lake 
for the handicapped can be found on Design sheets 
O-5401 to O-5408. 

This fishing pier cons is t s of a 
r a m p 6' wide and 60' long which 
extends out to a " f loa t " 12x24' 
supported by styrofoam pontoons. 
This is one of the better dock 
sys tems, according to the US F o r ­
est Service . Fluctuations of water 
a r e no problem, and the r a m p and 
float can be removed from the 
water each fall to prevent winter 
damage. Moreover , it appears that 
the styrofoam pontoons will last 
longer than the la rge styrofoam 
blocks used in some floats . 

The re is a handrai l on both sides 

of the r a m p and all around the 
float. The decking of the r a m p 
and float a r e of non-sl ip mate r ia l 
and also of a type which will not 
give problems with narrow wheels 
of wheelchai rs , cane t ips, c ru tches 
or a woman's heels . 

The float will accommodate 7 
wheelchai rs , 4 ambulatory c a s e s 
and 6-8 supervisory pe r sons . At 
a cen t ra l location to both the fishing 
float and the adjacent picnic a rea 
is a two-unit vault toilet which 
has been modified for use by han­

dicapped persons (see Design sheet 
O-5407). 

The float provides adequate space 
for the number of persons indicated, 
but can be enlarged as needed by 
adding sect ions. The handrail is 
double-s t rand pipe r a i l . One strand 
is 2' above the deck, the other is 
4' above. This should prevent any­
one from falling into the water , and 
yet be low enough to cas t over it . 
Benches a r e provided on the float 
for handicapped persons to r e s t 
while fishing (for instance, blind 
persons not using a wheelchair) . 
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