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INTERIOR PLAN OF AN ALTAI TARTAR’S YURT

The classic Mongolian yurt was in fact a collapsible round structure stretched
with animal skins used by nomads as they followed their herds.

Over the centuries, the basic design has not changed, but it has become
more sophisticated—one can now purchase plans for a number of variations
on the yurt theme or read several books on the subject.

Glen Echo Park near Washington, D.C. has had several wooden
yurts built to house pottery demonstrations and art classes. The structures,
built above the ground’s surface, have wooden floors, board and batten walls
and grass rooftops on top of weatherproof plywood. A hole at the center
allows light in and smoke from a fireplace out.

For more information, you might want to read Len Charney’s book,
Build a Yurt published by MacMillan Company.
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