A Hogan for a Park

CTS 2

ykv o e v — |

1 i
(Y o

The hogan is a basic Navajo dwelling. It is also an efficient shelter which
can easily be constructed wherever logs and mud are readily available. In-
stead of building a structure for a facility, the construction of the hogan can
be used as part of a larger interpretive effort. Basically, a hogan is a six-
sided log cabin constructed with notched logs culminating in a dome effect.
The top of the dome can be covered with a traditional mud roof with a
chimney, or it could easily be covered with a modern addition, a circular
skylight and an air vent.

The doorway is constructed by leaving an opening and using chinking to
hold the logs in place until a door jamb can be nailed or pegged in place.
Once the basic frame is constructed, air spaces can be filled in with mortar
for a more permanent structure or mud mixed with hay to make chinking
plaster. The roof should then be covered with brush and sod, making it
appear almost like an earthen home.

The interior should be cool in summer, and well insulated from the cold
in winter.

A hogan can be used as a camping shelter, a display center for historical
or environmental exhibits, or a recreation shelter.
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ARRANGEMENT OF LOGS FOR SIX WALLS AND DOMED ROOF
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