Low-Cost

Amphitheater

NOTES:

Dimensions along top edge of benches indicate
lengths of benches.

Figures at end of each row indicate hypothetical
slope situation,

3" Or 4 (0.91 or 1.22m) is space between rows
of benches.

Steps 3’ and 4’(0.91 and 1.22m) wide +
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AMPHITHEATER LAYOUT

SYMBOLS:
12°(3.66m) Posts — 9'(2.74m) above ground
7'(2 13m) Posts — 3'- 6”'(1.06m) above ground
7'(2.13m) Posts — 3'(.91m) above ground
7'(2.13m) Posts — 1'-6"(.46m) above ground

7'(2.13m) Posts ~ 1'(.30m) above ground

This amphitheater design from the Idaho Department of Parks and
Recreation can fill the need of many parks for a low-cost facility suitable for

housing a variety of visitor-oriented programs.

Designed and constructed in-house, the plan calls for a series of round
posts and timbers to be installed on a gently rolling site. Posts and timbers
are pressure-treated with a light coat of penta to ensure longevity. To
prevent the treatment’s coming off onto clothes or irritating skin, fine sand
is worked into those areas with excessive amounts of penta and the structure
is left exposed to the elements the winter before it is used.

Hardware, electrical outlets, and lights are the only other supplies—and

expenses—of this simple, functional structure.

National Park Service in cooperation with the National Recreation and Park Association

DESIGN . . . A publication of the Park Practice Program

LOW-COST AMPHITHEATER

Contributed by

Index

Dept. of Pks. & Rec.

R-43231 July 1979

C-1602-R

Control

IDAHO (C. Hough)




Post

»
@ Retaining wall
3"'x 8's(.07 x .20m) Bench_'_.| 925 |51 z
“é Brace :: : :: “ ::
o - 8"'x 16"'s(,20 x ,40m)— e o " i L
e % Bra  n g
n‘f Wood chips v, T v \

N

18"(.46m)ﬁ{
R
N
N,
)

Ground line szaasaoclas oo -

BENCH SECTION

NOTES:
Posts are exposed as specifiedin layout.

Back fill area between rows with 3%’

(1.875cm) gravel,

Retaining wall of three 3"'x 8’’'s(,07 x .20m)
24" (.61m) high.

5/8""x 16"'(1.6125 x 40.64cm) Mach. bolts

used on brace.
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BENCH PLAN

t«——38'’(,20m) Dia. post

Retaining wall attached to posts with 40d nails.

Bench 3/8"'x 12"'(,9375 x 30.48cm) Carriage bolts
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Soil cutaway from each view for clarity
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BENCH ELEVATION
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STAIR PLAN

NOTES:
Steps,3’'x 6''s(.07 x .15m), are fastened with 40d nails.

Bottom brace & riser is 3''x 8'’(,07 x .20m), all others
are 3"’x 6"'(.07 x .15m)

Soil cutaway from each view for clarity.
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