A Mountain Of
A Bathhouse

Pohick Bay Regional Park and Marina in northern Virginia is a complex of
buildings and facilities including a large four-circle swimming pool with
attractively landscaped surroundings. The Bathhouse next to the pool is a low
brick and wood structure with a flat roof (see picture) in a modified U-shape.
The building is topped with skylights. Entry from a circular driveway leads to
a ticket sales booth with turnstiles on either side. Men’s dressing rooms are
on the left, women on the right. Each dressing area has a series of benches
and lockers against the outside walls. Skylights partially light these rooms.
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PLAN

From the dressing rooms, bathers can move into shower and toilet areas
without entering the main hallway separating the two wings of the building.
The women’s side includes a first aid and storage station accessible only
from the main hallway. The men'’s side also includes a snack bar, accessible
from the exterior only. Traffic is easily controlled with bathers entering on the
locker side and leaving to enter the swimming area from the shower rooms.

The building has a simple, unadorned exterior and a functional, easy to main-
tain interior.
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