
An inboard cabin cruiser being loaded 
aboard marine rai lway car for launching. 
Note that boat decends while s t i l l 
mounted on trai ler . 

The car decends the ra i lway. Covered 
winch pit may be seen near upper end of 
concrete ramp. 

Boat about to float free of submerged 
trai ler . Note the guide pole extending 
from the submerged car near boat stern. 

Built by Government Services, Inc., for the Columbia Island 
marina, Washington, D.C., this boat launching railway has proved 
to be popular with boating enthusiasts. The car is raised and 
lowered by a stainless steel cable activated by a 3-hp motor. 
An elevator-type brake arrangement stops the car if the cable 
parts or becomes slack. A guide pole aids in centering craft to 
be raised from the water. 

The deck of the car should be made of steel grill or expanded 
steel sheet to permit unobstructed passage of water as the car 
is lowered or raised. The motor is remotely controlled. 
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Rai lway launching car awash. An 
attendant holds lines to steady the boat 
as it f loats free of trai ler . 
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