
Picnic Shelter 

This attractive and functional 
picnic shelter is located at the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers' Spear­
fish Lake Day Use Area on the 
Columbia River in Oregon. It was 
designed by the Corps' Portland 
District. The shelters are located 
in an area of barren rock, dry 
grass and sage brush typical to the 
region of the Columbia Gorge. 

The foundations of the picnic 
shelters are concrete slabs. The 
structures are wood framed with 
lap cedar siding and cedar 
plywood. The roof frames are 
covered with a plywood deck with 
heavy rustic square butt asphalt 
shingles. The exterior and interior 
have a light brown stain finish. 

The unique shape of the shel­
ters was dictated by the attempt to 
deflect the prevailing wind loads 
and to blend in with the configura­
tion of basalt outcroppings. 

This structure received an Hon­
orable Mention Award in the Chief 
of Engineers Design and Environ­
mental Awards Program which is 
intended to recognize excellence 
in the design of, or environmental 
achievement related to, recently 
completed structures or area de­
velopments by the Corps of En­
gineers field operating activities 
and their professional design con­
tract firms. 
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