


Wooden buildings and structures are the trademark of almost every outdoor
park or recreation area. This issue of Design presents plans for six different
wooden structures including: an education center and restroom, a
projection booth, a bird house, a skid-mounted control station, a portable
workbench, and a covered bridge.

The chart below indicates proper filing procedure for these designs:
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This skid-mounted control station will serve park and recreation
winter or summer.

areas well in

The 8" X 10’ structure can be moved easily because of its skid-mounting.
Construction plans, developed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Lake
Shelbyville, St. Louis District, call for solid weather-proofing including 4”” and
6" insulation, a fixed aluminum sash with acrylic plastic glazing, board and
battin construction using rough sawn plywood and screen and sliding doors
on either side. The exterior plywood can be painted or stained. Roofing can be

red cedar shakes, as shown, or asphalt shingles.

The structure is ideal for a parking lot control booth, entrance to a
campground, or use as a temporary control booth for some special event.
See your design book for additional ideas for more permanent structures for

entrances and parking areas.
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Following ancient New England traditions, Edmund Palmer, a carpenter and
former wheelwright now employed by Connecticut’s Department of Environ-
mental Protection, designed this covered bridge.

The 41’ long bridge spans Eight Mile Brook at Southford Falls State Park and
serves as a trail crossing and service access for small dump trucks to other
portions of the park.

The bridge, consists of a pair of laminated oak arches from which 4’ X 8’ cross
beams are suspended by threaded steel hangers. The floor substructure is
framed to these side structures.

The method of construction places the burden of all loads including the
superstructure and the roof, on the cross beams and thus by the arches from
which they are transmitted to earth via the abutments from which they spring.

The oak used for the arches was laminated while still green. The exterior of
pine is of tongue and groove siding and the roof uses cedar shingles.

Construction of such a bridge could be used as a living history lesson. This
particular bridge leads to a portion of the park which includes the remains of a
historic water-powered paperboard factory.

Our thanks to Ed Rizzotto of the Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection for sharing these plans with us.
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The Georgia Department of State Parks has developed plans for this attractive
projection booth and stage ideal for park and recreation programs.

The building rests on a concrete slab which extends beyond the structure to
formastage5’ x 12’4”. The boothitselfis about 12" X 12" has two large double
doors by the stage side and a projection shelf inside. A single door and a
window mark one side and a window on the other side make the booth look
more like a tiny playhouse. Window boxes are a nice touch to complete the
picture.

The walls are of cedar siding (5/8") which they stained.

If cedar siding is not available, board and batten construction usmg less
expensive grades of wood might suffice.

The plan—see sketch, also includes provisions for fire pits on either side of
the stage.
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Octagonal buildings have the advantage of looking approachable from almost
any direction. The people at South Tacoma (Washington) Game Farm de-
veloped this plan for an octagonal educational center and restrooms.

The 24 foot in diameter structure rests on a concrete slab. The conical,
wood-shaked roof rises to nearly 15 feet at the peak, and is supported on one
side by three cast-in-place concrete columns incorporated into the walls of the
enclosed half of the building and on the open side, by three tapered wood
beams springing from concrete footings.

The enclosed half includes two restrooms, each having one concrete block
wall and one glass block wall to allow natural light to seep in.

The open side provides space for small interpretive displays or even a
concession. Although the plan calls for a substantial overhang, weather condi-
tions may require special provisions for drainage.

If necessary, this area could be screened in. Asphalt shakes can be substi-
tuted for wood shakes and plywood walls for concrete or glass bricks if
sufficient money or supplies were not available.
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An octagonal plan comes in handy for any number of structures. This bird
house, also submitted by Washington’s Department of Game, is 36 feet in
diameter. The same basic wood shake conical roof, seen in the education center

(I-6011) forms the core of this design.

Birds can be seen in seven of the eight trapezoid-shaped compartments. The

eighth section allows for a passageway for anattendant to ente
octagon where swinging doors give him access to each pen.

r the hub of the

The cage portions extending beyond the conical roof are covered with one
inch mesh galvanized wire screen attached to roofing supports, giving the

structure an airy feeling.
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Portable Charles T. Mask, a Maintenance Man at Castillo de San Marcos National
Monument in Florida, has developed a plan for a portable workbench that folds
Workbench

up in the top of the bench.

The fully assembled benchis 4’ longand 10” wide with sawhorse legs which
knock-down. All you need is a pair of 4" long, 5/16” bolts with thumb screws to

together. The top stays put by a pressure fit.

J

END VIEW
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— Pressure points that
hold unit together

‘|° ﬂ }—'I W

\—9/16"/ ~ \
Holes
END VIEW

tie the unit together. The bolts, at the base, wedge the top of the sawhorse legs

The bench is easy to construct and to transport to any work site.
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LEG PATTERN

NOTE:
This pattern is used to cut two legs.
Angles are opposit for the other two.
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