Park Practice GUIDELINE

Policy & Plng.

“INTEGRITY OF STATE PARK SYSTEM LANDS”’

Adopted on November 16, 1962 by the California State
Park Commission, and published in NEWS AND VIEWS,
January, 1963. Although written expressly for the California
State Park System, this criteria might serve to aid others
in formulating policy on developing park lands for use and
enjoyment.

Land acquired for the use and enjoyment of the people, under the
statutes governing the State Park System, is preserved for this and
future generations as State Parks, Scenic and Scientific Reserves,
Historic Units, Recreation Areas and State Beaches. These lands
shall be firmly held against the pressures of expediency, i.e.; for use
for highways, school sites, parking lots, public buildings, utilities,
or other non-conforming uses. Lands acquired for the State Park
System should remain dedicated to that use and protected against
exploitation contrary to their purpose.

This is a determined warning against dissipation of irreplaceable
park system land. Only after full determination that plans and lands
of equal usefulness to other purposes are impossible to achieve or
obtain in any other manner, can encroachment be considered.

Full compensation to replace or enhance the violated park value
must be provided. Any changes necessary should be in conformity
with the land use plan adopted for that Park System unit and with a
view to future requirements.

Expediency has no place in basic determination of land use.
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