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MICHIGAN STATE PARK POLICY

Adopted by the Michigan Conservation Commis-
sion in 1956, the State Park Policy given below
bas been used by the Michigan Depariment of
Conservation as a guide in its selection, ac-
quisition, and operation of parks and historical
areas since that time.

Basis For Selection

Sites for state parks shall meet as many as possible of the
following requirements: .

(a) Lands which will preserve historical features, outstanding
scenery and areas typical of the land formations, waters and
vegetation of the region.

(b) Contain features which are unique, outstanding, distinc-
tive, notable in the state or nation.

(c) Include scenic and recreational resources and wilderness
and natural areas which are unlikely to be reasonably well
preserved and made available to the public under private owner-
ship.

(d) Georgraphically distributed, not in direct proportion to
population distribution, but to be reasonably accessible to the
people in every part of the state.

(e) Provide, or can be made to provide, a variety of forms of
recreation.

(f) Sufficient size to permit adequate development without
crowding, to permit future expansion and to provide a buffer
against encroachments of a nature which will detract from the
natural beauty.

Incompatible Uses

Miniature railroads, merry-go-rounds, ferris wheels, pony rides,
miniature pool and golf courses, and similar installations are
incompatible with the purpose of state parks. It is the contention
of the Department that these features belong in fairs, circuses
and amusement parks — not state parks. Establishment of this
type of development is not permitted.

Concessions

The concession or ‘‘park store’” has been an institution in
Michigan’s state parks for many years. Its only justification
is to provide service to the public. It shall be the policy of
the Department that concessions be operated under terms of
a lease to private individuals or firms. Concessions are awarded
on a competitive bid basis to the highest bidder, except that
bids other than the high bid may be accepted if the ability,
integrity and experience of the bidder warrants such exception,
in all parks in which such services are in the public interest.
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Approval by the Conservation Commission shall be required of

all concession leases in which the gross receipts for the pre-
ceding year are $2,500 or more.

Acquisition

It shall be the policy of the Department to continue the con-
solidation of ownership in southeastern Michigan recreation
areas and other park lands in the state, to acquire new areas
in order to preserve scenery, waterfalls or areas of historic
interest, to provide additional lands in or near heavily populated
areas for over-all outdoor recreation, and to that end the Depart-
ment shall seek means to obtain the funds necessary to accom-
plish these objectives. Lands may be acquired by purchase,
exchange and gift.

Lease, Sale, or Exchange of Lands, Minerals and Forest Products
From State Parks

In some of the Southeastern Michigan recreation areas, as well
as in state parks such as Porcupine Mountains and Tahquamenon
Falls, valuable resources were acquired along with the land.
These resources shall not be exploited at the expense of recrea-
tion values, although efficient management may dictate the sale,
exchange or lease of parts of them. The basic policy of the
Department is to not dispose of land, sand, gravel or forest
products inside of the established boundaries of parks except
and until these disposals shall have been studied and a deter-
mination made that they can be disposed of without jeopardy to
the area and then by exchange if possible for recreational lands
of equal value. Public values within the boundaries of establish-
ed parks shall not be impaired or vacated by leases, sale or
exchange.

Hunting, Fishing and Similar Uses

It shall be the policy of the Department to make park lands
serve the widest possible recreational use, not inconsistent
with the primary objectives. Hunting, fishing and trapping will
be permitted wherever it will not endanger life or property or
when not inconsistent with other recreation or conservation uses.

Transfer of Parks to Other Agencies of Government

Some of the park areas now under administration are not of
state park caliber or significance and should be turned over to
counties, cities and villages for administration, or abandoned.
As a policy, we will continue our efforts to turn them back to

other agencies of government for administration whenever possible.

Establishment of Fixed Boundaries

In order to fix boundaries for the purpose of land acquisition,
development and maintenance of state parks, the Commission
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shall define limits of acquisition and determine the boundary for
each park and recreation area. Changes in boundaries may be
made by the Commission if in the public interest.

Fees and Charges

The Conservation Commission may, after passage of necessary
legislation, initiate and put into effect a schedule of fees and
charges for the use of parks to defray at least part of the cost
of operation and maintenance.

Hotels, Etc.

It shall be the policy of the Department that construction of
hotels, inns, lodges, motels, tourist cabins, etc., will be left
to private industry. In all cases, operation of such accommoda-
tions shall be by private concessionaires.

Park Names

Geographical, historical or local names will be used in the
naming of state parks. The use of the names of living persons
will not be permitted.

Historical and Other Markers

In general, plaques containing the names of donors of land
or facilities will be appropriate to be placed in state parks.
Where a group desires to place the name of someone who has
worked diligently for the acquisition and dedication of some
particular area and good evidence can be supplied of such
service, a plaque may be placed indicating that the friends of
such an individual wish to recognize such services. Such in-
stances will be rare. Historical markers shall be placed only
upon submission of authoritative evidence of the facts and the
spot to be commemorated and preferably subject to approval of
the State Historical Commission. The dedication of areas or
objects to the honor and memory of individuals or groups who
have had no significant connection with the parks in which
they are proposed will not be approved. All plaques, inscrip-
tions, and monuments must have the approval of the Conserva-
tion Commission as to design, wording and placing and their
construction and placing shall be under the general supervision
of the Parks Division.

Development Plans

Over-all development plans (master plans) of each park shall
be submitted to the Commission for approval before construc-
tion of a permanent nature is started.
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