So that establishment of new state parks will not retard the

proper development of existing state parks and to maintain the
North Carolina State Park System at a high standard, the following
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AND DEYELOPMENT OF
ADDITIONAL STATE PARKS
AND EXTENSION AND DEVELOPMENT OF
EXISTING STATE PARKS

PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT

The following set of principles, which govern
the establishment and development of additional
state parks and the extension and development of
existing state parks, was prepared and published
by the Committee on State Parks of the North
Carolina Board of Conservation and Development,
and Thomas W. Morse, Superintendent of State

B arks.

principles and requirements must be strictly adhered to:

1. Types of and Inherent Qualities of State Park Sites

Acquisition of new state park sites shall be limited to those
types described under *“GENERAL PRINCIPLES — Types of State
Park Sites’’ and possessing the values and qualities described

therein.
2. Minimum Size

Every state park site (except state historic sites and state

scientific sites) shall be of sufficient size to:

1.

In the case of state parks possessing unique or
exceptional scenic value:

(a) completely include the scenic or natural
features the area is established to protect and
preserve; (b) provide sufficient buffer area to
protect the scenic or natural features from out-
side influences or encroachments; (c) provide a
reasonably satisfactory habitat for indigenous
wildlife; and (d) permit the development of recre-
ational and public use areas if these can be pro-
vided without damage to or impairment of the
primary purpose of preserving the scenic or
natural features and if geographic location or
public need justify development of such areas.
Under normal conditions, 400 acres of land well
adapted to state park use and development shall
be considered as a minimum size for each state
park site.

In the case of state parks possessing distinctive
scenic values and excellent recreational oppor-
tunities:

(a) completely include the distinctive scenic

features of the area and, if possible, one or more
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complete landscape units; (b) provide sufficient
buffer area to protect the distinctive scenic
features from outside influences orencroachments;
(c) provide a reasonably satisfactory habitat for
indigenous wildlife; (d) amply accommodate the
recreational and public use developments re-
quired to meet present and future public needs
and to accommodate these developments in such a
way that various types of public use will not
interfere with each other or destroy the effect of a
natural environment; and (e) provide extensive
use amid unspoiled and relatively unmodified
natural surroundings. Under normal conditions,
400 acres of land well adapted to state park use
and development shall be considered as a mini-
mum size for each state park site.

In the case of state historic sites and state
scientific sites:

(a) completely include the historic, prehistoric,
archaeological or scientific feature or features
the area is established to protect and preserve;
(b) permit development of facilities for public
access, sanitation, maintenance and adequate
interpretive facilities without damage to or impair-
ment of the historic, prehistoric, archaeological
or scientific feature or features; and (c) provide
sufficient buffer area to protect the historic, pre-
historic, archaeological or scientific feature or
features from outside influence or encroachments.

Existing state parks should be extended to meet this minimum
size.

3. The Large Park Compared to Smailer Parks

It is better to concentrate on one large fine park than to scatter
efforts over a number of smaller parks.

4. Cost of Land

The cost of land should be reasonable, considering values in
the section of the State in which the state park is located. Other
things being equal, a site involving a small number of present
owners is to be preferred. No property should be accepted as a
gift unless it meets all the requirements herein set forth for estab-
lishing new state parks and involves no commitments, privileges
or conditions except a condition requiring that the property be
used only for state park purposes.

5. Location of State Park Sites

State parks which possess unique or exceptional scenic value,
state historic sites and state scientific sites must be located
where the values justifying their acquisition exist regardless of
geographic location in relation to population and existing and pro-
posed public and private parks and recreation areas.

State park sites possessing distinctive scenic value and excel-
lent opportunities for recreational development should be geo-
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graphically located so as to be readily accessible to as large a
population as possible while still meeting the required standards
of distinctive scenic value. State park sites of this type which
duplicate existing or proposed parks and recreational programs in
the general vicinity, or which have inherent characteristics or
development possibilities of only local interest, or which serve
only local need shall not be added to the State Park System.

6. Standards of Development

State parks possessing unique or exceptional scenic value shall
receive only such development as is necessary to protect and
preserve the scenic and natural values, provide public access,
protect public health and provide adequate interpretive programs,
and the development of such other recreational and public use
facilities as can be provided to meet justifiable public needs
without damage to or impairment of the scenic and natural values.
All developments shall be planned and executed so as to in no
way impair, damage or detract from the scenic or natural values
which the areas were established to preserve and protect.

State Parks possessing distinctive scenic values and excellent
opportunities for the development of facilities for active recrea-
tional use of natural resources shall receive all development
required to protect and preserve the distinctive scenic values,
provide public access, protect public health, provide recreational
use of natural resources, and provide adequate interpretive pro-
grams. Development for public use of natural resources shall
primarily include facilities for such outdoor activities as pic-
nicking, swimming, boating, fishing, hiking, nature study and
camping, and for vacation use. Facilities for such recreational
activities as organized sports, playgrounds and athletic contests
are better suited to municipal and other parks and shall not be
provided in state park areas except for simple playfields incident
to picnicking and organized camping. All development shall be
so planned and constructed as to keep disturbance of natural con-
ditions at a minimum and to leave a liberal portion of each state
park completely undisturbed and completely free from all man-
made improvements and structures, except trails, so as to permit
maximum preservation of natural conditions.

State historic sites and state scientific sites shall receive only
such development as is necessary for authentic restoration, pro-
tection and preservation of the historic, prehistoric and archaeo-
logical feature or features of historic sites, and protection and
preservation of the scientific feature or features of scientific
sites, provide public access, protect public health and provide
adequate interpretive programs. All such development shall be
planned and executed so as to in no way impair, damage or detract
from the historic, prehistoric, archaeological or scientific feature
or features and values which the areas were established to pre-
serve and protect.

7. Quality of Development

A state park should be developed in a dignified and substantial
manner and all development and construction should be carefully
planned in advance.  Construction should be with durable mate-
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rials and should be of a type that will require minimum mainte-
nance and operating costs.
8. Cost of Development

Each state park must eventually have, as a bare minimum of
development, access and other roads, parking areas, safe drinking
water, sanitary facilities, employee housing, maintenance build-
ings and other fundamentals. A site which necessitates un-
usually large expenditures to provide for basic developments
should ordinarily be avoided.
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