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SHOTCRETING PRESENTS HEALTH HAZARD

This warning by HowardS. Latham; Chief Safety Engineer, Bureau
of Reclamation, Denver, Colorado; wasreprinted from CONSTRUC-
TION SAFETY RELEASE published by the National Safety Council,
Chicago, Ill. 60611.

Sodium, potassium hydroxide, and other chemicals contained in shot-
crete accelerators and hardeners are moderately toxic and can cause
skin and respiratory irritation unless adequate safety measures are
undertaken. It is recommended that in applying shotcrete containing
toxic accelerators or hardening admixtures the nozzlemen and helpers
should wear sandblasing hoods supplied with filtered air free of toxic
or objectionable material. In order to protect against dermatitis, they
should also wear gloves and necessary protective clothing.

Shotcrete consisting of sand and cement without coarse aggregates
does not usually contain chemical accelerators or hardening admixtures.
In applying this type of shotcrete, face protection and dust respirators
afford adequate protection.



