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ON-THE-JOB INSPECTION OF CHAIN HOISTS 

This safety check list was prepared by Thomas J. Laskowski, 
Transit Insurance Administrators, were reprinted from a CON­
STRUCTION SAFETY RELEASE published by the National Safety 
Council, 425 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 111. 60611. 

On-the-job inspection of chain hoists is mighty important. Many un­
safe conditions can develop on the job. We're whistling in the dark if we 
depend on the hoist to stay in good condition on the job without doing 
something about it. ~~ 

Common sense tells us that whenever we spot STRETCHED CHAIN, 
WORN LINKS, OR OPEN HOOKS, the safest thing to do is to replace 
them. Why gamble with lives and equipment? Here are some suggestions 
for on-the-job inspection of chain hoists: 

1. Check chain for wear, stretch or damage to links. 

2. Check hooks for opening. 

3. See that both top and bottom hooks are carrying the load at 
the hook center and not on the hook tip. 

4. Check handwheel action. The handwheel has a back movement 
(or play) of one to one and a half pockets before the handwheel 
strikes the check washer lug. If it has to turn three pockets or 
more, some of the brake parts are worn and need replacing. 

5. Check action of hoists. If it lowers hard it usually means lack 
of lubrication in brake. If you have excessive pull in both di­
rections it can mean lubrication or it may be a bent driving pin. 

Many . . . in fact, perhaps most . . . chain hoist defects can be 
detected and remedied before serious trouble develops. 


