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SAFETY MEETING GIMMICK 

Ideas for the safety meetings written by George E. Aro; United 
Engineers and Constructors, Inc.; were reprinted from CONSTRUC­
TION SAFETY RELEASE published by the National Safety Council, 
425 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 111. 60611. 

Articles appear quite frequently in newspapers concerning accidents 
on construction jobs. Some are of local origin, some off the news wires, 
and others are reports from a newspaper's stringers in surrounding 
communities. Most of them are treated sensationally to interest the 
reader and sell the publication. Similar articles also appear in many 
of the trade magazines. 

Clipping and saving these articles can be of great value in convincing 
a doubting individual that such accidents could occur on his jobs. Such 
stories are an answer to "I never heard of i t ." If it happened in Kala­
mazoo, it could just as well happen in Klamath Falls. 

A group of clippings might be collected to cover fires on construction 
jobs. Others may be gathered and classified according to type of accident, 
such as failure of or lack of shoring in trenches. 

Because the purpose of the clippings is to add weight to arguments, 
classification makes selection easy so they can be timed to fit in with 
the progress of a job. Thus appropriate material will be available at 
various stages of construction to re-enforce your particular safety 
meetings. Old clippings are just as valuable as current ones. 

Newspaper articles are often misleading and have inadequate infor­
mation for a detailed study of the cases but do furnish enough meat for 
lively discussions. Often the story concerns a firm or individuals who 
are known to members of the committee. This, too, lends additional 
interest. 


