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TRAIL SYSTEM OF GEORGIA AND SOQUTH CAROLINA IN EARLY COLONIAL DAYS
(Adapted from a map published in the 42nd Annual Report,
op. p. 748, Bureau of imerican Ethnology)

1. Cisca-St. Augustine Trail 13.

2. Lower Creek Trading Path

3. Augusta, Macon, Montgomery and 14.
Mobile Trail.

4. 01d Path from Fort Charlotte to  15.
the Cherokee Country 16.

5. 01d Cherokee Trading Path

6. Lower Cherokee Traders' Path 17
before 1775 18.

7. Trail from Fort Moore (Augusta)

- to Charleston 19.
8. Occaneechi Path 20.
9. Charleston-Fort Charlotte Trail

10. Augusta-Savannah Trail 21.
11. Charleston-Savannah Trail 22.

. Tugaloo-Apalachee Bay Trail

0ld Indian Path between Tugaloo
and Coosa

Trail from Augusta to the Cherokee
via Fort Charlotte
Augusta-St. Augustine
0ld Trading Path from
to Pensacola
Savananah-Jacksonville
Trail from Winyah Bay
Cheraws
Charleston-Winyah Bay Trail
Trail from Jacksonville to mouth
of the Flint River

piiddle Creek Trading Path

01d South Carolina Road to Northe

Trail
the Savannah

Trail
to the



THE REGIONAL REVIEW

OCMULGEE 'S TRADING POST RIDDLE

Edited by Roy Edgar Appleman,
Regional Supervisor of Historic Sites,

From Researches Conducted by
A. R. Kelly,
Chief, Division of Archeoclogic Sites,
Branch of Historic Sites,

and
Louis Friedlander,
Student Technician in History (1938).

Zﬁote: In 1936 archeological work under direction of Dr. Kelly on the
middle plateau section of Ocmulgee fields, near Macon, Georgia, revealed
unmistakable evidence of what in all probability was a trading post es-
tablished anong the Creek Indians during the closing years of the 17th
century by English traders working out of Charleston, ©South Carolina.
The discovery came as a surprise because there were no known historical
records concerning a trading post or a fort at this location farthe ear-
ly Colonial period. An interesting archeological-historical prodlemthus
presented itself. Archeology demonstrated the existence of an es-
tablishment growing out of early contact between the Southeastern Indi-
ans and the whites from nearby colonies. Recorded history, so far as
known to us, is silent on the subject.

Last summer, in an attempt to establish by historical documentation the
existence of a trading post on the Ocmulgee to agree with the evidence
ucovered by the archeologist, & student technician, Louis Friedlander,
of Columbia University, was assigned to the task of examining the Colo-
nial records and archives at Columbia, South Carolina. It was believed
that there, if anywhere, would be found documents bearing on the problem,
He spent several weeks without finding a single direct reference to a
trading post on the Ocmulgee near the present city of Macon. Sixteen
volunes of the (alendar of State Papers for the period 1690-1715 were
examined but they yielded no specific information on the subject. It
has not been possible to make anything approaching a complete examination
of all the early South Carolina records because they have never been in-
dexed and arranged in such form that they may be readily used. Consid-
erable material was found, however, to substantiate strongly the infer-
ence that a trading post might have been established at Ocmulgee. For
the present, there remains unsolved a fascinating problem of historical
research, one which must receive further attention if we are to develop
and interpret adequately for the public the potential contributions
which this site has to offer in knowledge of the prehistory and history
of the Southeast.

Verner W. Crane, Professor of History at the University of Michigan, an
outstanding authority on the Southeastern Indian frontier, in a letter

dated September 30, 1938, comments on the lack of precise information in
the early Indian books and Colonial records regarding trading establish-
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ments. He states that he has found "Descriptions of trading posts in
the south are practically non-existent," and offers the suggestion that
this is so, "probably for the reason that the references to them are made
not by travelers writing for the general public, but by traders and a-
gents in reports to persons who need no descriptions." He has suggested
the Ocmulgee post may have been ascsociated with the enterprises dfa
trader named John Bee who, according to Dr. Crane's own research, "main-
tained a trading factory on the Upper Ocmulgee for some years after the
desertion of the Lower Creeks and in 1725 took out licenses for a 'par-
cel of traders' to the Choctaw."

The following resume of the Archeological findings at the site of
the supposed trading post are taken from, "A Preliminary Repart on Arch-
eological Explorations at Macon, Georgia," by A. R. Kelly, Bulletin 119,
Bureau of American Ethnology, (Anthropological Papers, No. 1), Smith-
sonian Institutioa, Washington, 1938./

A five-sided enclosure was worked out in its entirety. There was a
broad base side, 140 feet long, facing the river toward the northwest.
Two shorter sides or legs set at right angles to the base extended south-
east 40 feet. The two remaining sides converged to form a triangle or
gabled point directed southeast. The two sides forming the apex of the
five-sided enclosure were 100 feet in length. The footing ditch, for
such it was now perceived to be, had two breaks in its continuity 'in the
base or front. One of these was 12 feet wide, the other 5 feet wide;
they were apparently gates opening into the stockade from the river ap-
proach.

There were no remaining indications of decayed wood found except
for the darker discolorations or black organic mold with thin discontin-
uous water-laid sand laminated between the darker soil areas. Vertical
profiles through the footing ditch indicated horizontally laid logs
probably pegged together. Early difficulties in planning the area to
discover post molds were thus explained.

Inside the enclosure were rectangular areas of dark soil -suggesting
the deca. of numerous logs. These were considered to be indications of
what had once been cabins or storerooms.

Both in and around the enclosure were found burials of Indians of
all ages and sexes associated with European trade artifacts and objects
of Indian manufacture, including pottery. A nunber of burial tracts not
previously obssrved were encountered. The prevailing custom of primary
flexed burials was noted, corresponding in this respect to burials at
Lamar and other sites. However, the presence of artificial frontal de-
formation in a number of burials implied that this custom was much more
prevalent in historic than in prehistoric times. Also several burials,
again associated with European objects, were definitely cremated. The
calcined bones had been heaped together and buried with guns, knives,
axes, beads, iron ornaments, and other items.
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In addition +to the burials in and around the enclosurc there were
numerous indications of house sites in the form of broad oval wall con-
tinuities traced out from post-hole alignments. The tendency for large
domestic pits to be located in the center of these simple timber houses
was noted in several instances and generous quantities of pottery, ani-
mal bones, flint scrap, and artifacts, scattered European objects, in-
cluding some glassware and crockery, were taken from the fill. The
houses were small, usually not exceeding 15 feet in diameter, and were
sometimes smaller.

The implied construction consisted of light sapling wall timbers
probably bent and tied to form the roof, with brush or resds covering
the whole. Sod might have been used also but this was not evidenced in
the débris.

In addition to the house sites nunerous refuse pits not definitely
associated with post-hole indications of house floors were uncovered
iMidden materials found in situ on the occupation level on which the
houses were troweled out added to the data of exploration around the cn-
closures.

Another interesting feature was the profiled indication of a beaten
trail terminating in- front of the entrance to the trading post site. 1In
profile the trail appeared as a ditch-like excavation 6 to & feet wide
varying from 14 to 24 inches in depth. A bluish mucky clay fill n the
bottom of the trail impression .mplied gradual deposition of clay sed’-
ments in stagnant water. The upper fill consisted mostly of water-laid
of wind-blown sand.
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GENERAL VIEW OF EXCAVATION FROM SOUTHWEST
Showing outline (the dark soil) of Ocmulgee Trading Post
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The same trail indications had been followed at 50-foot intervals
all the way across the plateau from a point at the extreme northeast rim
margin beyond the outer dugout series north of Found T to a point con-
verging on the entrance of the trading post. The total extent of the
trail thus surveyed was approximately three-quarters of a mile. Beyond
the entrance to the enclosure the trail was picked up again in profile
and carried southeast toward the river, dropping down from the plateau
below the lower west slopes of Mound B. Beyond that point present ex-
plorations have not been attempted to trace the trail to its intersect-
ion with the river. In the plain below the plateau in all likelihood
river erosion has destroyed any vestiges.

Another structural feature of importance was brought out in final
exploration around the footing ditch. This was a moat-like ditch, sepa-
rated by an average distance of 20 feet from the footing ditch, which
indicated the line of +the trading post stockade. The borrow ditch ran
parallel to the footing ditch around four of the sides. It did not ex-
tend in front of the broadest or base side. The width averaged 10 feet
with gently sloping sides; the depth varied from 2% to 3 feet. The fill
showed a bluish mucky clay in the bottom with water-laid sands and loams
in the top fill. Midden accunulations, refuse pits which had been cut
through in the process of making the moat-like ditch, burials made in
the floor after the excavations were made, all served to substantiate
the view that the ditch was obviously related to the structure of the
five-sided enclosure.

The quantity of European trade materials found in midden, house site
accumulations, and definitely associated with burials, indicated arather
numerous population of historic Indians  1iving around a trading post
which seemed at a later date to have been partially fortified. The
interpretation of the moat-like ditech is still in doubt, although five-
sidedwall enclosures with moat-like ditches surrounding the walls were
a frequent construction in the seventeenth and eighteenth century colon-
ial fortifications of the Southeast. The catalogued European materials
exhibited a large number of finds which were weapons of war. In addi-
tion to the guns, knives, swords, and pistols found with burials, there
were scores of gun flints, molded lead bullets, brass buckles, buttons,
and other objects suggestive of military equipage. In contrast with
these materials were many trade objects, such as beads, clay pipes, coil-
ed iron wristlets, copper and brass sheets sometimes rolled into small
funnels or into cylinders. Several burials of children and women with
beads and other trade trinkets were catalogued from the area.

The field data previously summarized seem fairly conclusive to the
effect that general exploratory trench explorations had come wupon the
site of a large and thriving trading post. The military character of
many of the European finds seemed on first impressions to be too evident
to suggest an ordinary establishment set up primarily for trade. The
presence of 50 burials representing individuals of various ages and sex-
es denoted the existence of a stuble population and probably a fairly
sizable community, as these interments had been uncovered in only so
much area as was represented in general trench exploration.
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[ﬁbte: The following extracts
from Mr. Friedlander's historical
research report (typewritten man-
uscript, September, 1938) on the
Ocmulgee trading post problem in-
dicate the general field of Eng-
lish and Spanish trade relation-
ships with the Southeastern Indi-
ans and the general character of
Colonial rivalry involved in ear-
ly white contact with the aborig-
inal occupants of what is now
Southeastern United States. Con-
sidering the historical circum-
stances of period and environment,
the establishment and operation
of a trading post at Ocmulgee
would appear to be convincingly
logical.

Throughout the Colonial per-
iod, the Indian trade was the
chief instrument of Carolinian ex-
pansion. Its importance can read-
ily be seen in the active Indian
traders in attempting to win the
friendship of the Lower Creeks a-
way from their previous Spanish
alliance to an active English one.
The urge of a highly profiteble
trade led the English traders fur-

IT'S PRONOUNCED
OAK-MULL-GHEE

Establishment in 1936 of a nation-
al monument enbracing the superla-
tive archeological treasures at Oc-
mulgee, ancient Indian town situated
about four miles from the geographi-
cal center of Georgia, has brought
that aboriginal name with increasing
frequency to American lips. As the
word became more and more widely
diffused, new variants in pronunci-
ation cropped up and at least five
have been noted 1in recent months.
The Review finally sent an inquiry
to the Office of Indian Affairs, was
referred to the Bureau of American
Ethnology of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution, and now reports its authori-
tative reply:

", . . the word Ocmulgee is from
the Hitchiti language, a dialect
spoken among the Lower Creeks. It is

pronounced ®km¥l”gee, the g hard,
never soft."
That pronunciation, it may be

pointed out, prevails today in Macon
and in other towns of the Ocmulgee
river valley.

ther into the wilderness in this region than they were wont to venture
in the north. By 1700 "they-were in contact and in keen rivalry not on-
ly with the Spanish of Florida, but also with the French in the region
of the Gulf and the lower Mississippi."(1)

The first Englishman to make contacts with the Creeks was Henry
Woodward. Probably in 1670 and certainly in 1865, Woodward journeyed to
the villages of the Creeks on the Chattahoochee. This was the region of
their early home before their migration in 1690. It is safe to say that
Woodward must have passed through Ocmulgee fields on his journey west-
ward--this being the shortest route to the Creek villages. But definite
proof of this is lacking.(2) We are certain though that "both at Coweta,
the 'war town,' and Kashita, 'the peace town,' the English with their
trading goods were cordially welcomed."(3)

The final victory of English diplomacy resulted in the movement of
the Lower Creeks, about 1690, from their old home on the Chattahoochee

(1) crene, Verner W., The Southern Frontier (1928) p, 22
p

(2) 1Ibid., op. 17,35,

(3) Bolton, 4. E, and Ross, Mary, The Debatable Land, Univ. of Cal. Press, (1925) pp. 48 ff,
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to the region on the upper Ocmulgee, the primary reason for this being
that they would be closer to the source of the English trade and in a
direct line with Charleston over the Lower Trading Path which connected
with their settlement via Savanna Town (near present-day Augusta). (4)
It was the lure of cheap English goods that decided the contest between
English and Spanish traders. "From the western River the Lower Creeks
now migrated eastward to the upper waters of the Altamaha. Host of their
new towns were placed along the Upper Ocmulgee River, known to the Eng-
lish as Ochese Creek. There for the next quarter century was maintained
the great center of the southern Indian trade. Goods for this trade
were sent by packhorse, periago, or Indian burdeners, to the inland en-
trepot at Suvanra Town, on the left bank of the Savanna at the falls.
An early map shows also 'the 0ld fort' on the right bank, near the site
of Augusta. An outpost apparently, of the Carolina traders, this was
probably the first English establishment upon the soil of Georgia. From
Savanna Town....most goods were transported southwestward, by two trails
which branched near the Ogeche River. One, the Upper Path, led to Cowe-
ta Town; the other, the Lower Path, to the settlements of the Ocmulgee
and Hitchiti nearer the forks of the Altamsha. All Georgia, under Creek
sway, was an English sphere of influence." (5)

Thus the importance of trade on the upper Ocnulgee is clearly es-
tabliished. We would naturally expect to find numerous references to the
establishment of a trading post at Ocmulgee Fields to substantiate the
archeological evidence of one found by Dr. A. K, Kelly in 1936. But the
lack of material on this particular point is surprising.

Until 1715 +the English controlled the trade of the Lower Creeks.
Governor Nathaniel Johnson showed a keen realization of the importance
of their trade when he declared in an official report that the Cherokee
were "a numerous people but very Lasey," and their trade inconsiderable
in comparison with the flourishing southern and western trade of the
Creeks who were described as "Great Hunters and Warriors and comsume
great quaatity of English Goods." (6)

Not only was the Ochese Creek country important in itself for trade
but "it soon became a base for the further extension of trade....From
the Ocmulgee were sent out many of those slave-taking expeditionsa-
gainst Florida, and, later, against Louisiana, which provided an outlet
for the warlike energies of the Indians, enriched the traders, and
served to weaken the defenses of the rival colonial establishment in the
South." (7)

(4) Crane, Verner W., The Southern Frontier, p. 34

(5) Crane, Verner W,, "The Origins of Georzia", The Georgia Historical Quarterly, V. 14 (1930),
pp. 92-110.

(8) Records of the British Public Record Office Relating to South Carolina, Vol. 5, p. 207.

(7) Trané, Verner W,, The Southern Frontisr, p. 36






