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The handsome white granite memorial on 
the crest of Kill Devil Hill was dedi­
cated in 1933 to Wilbur and Orville 
Wright "In Commemoration of the Con­
quest of the Air." The air brush draw­
ing on the cover is by Assistant Land­
scape Architect Samuel 0. Smart. 
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NEW MUSEUM OF ARCHEOLOGY, MOUND STATE MONUMENT, MOUNDVILLE, ALABAMA 
The upper photograph shows the facade of the monolithic concrete struc­
ture and below are some of the 2,000 persons present at the dedication. 
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UNIQUE ARCHEQLOGIOAL MUSEUM COMPLETED 

Alabama. CCC and Service Share in Erecting Structure at Ancient Mounds 

By Herbert Evison, 
Associate Regional Director. 

To the accompaniment of several brief oratorical flights, delivered 
under a benign Alabama sun, the Moundville museum, in Mound State Monu­
ment, constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps with materials pro­
vided chiefly by the CCC, was dedicated and thrown open to the public on 
the afternoon of May 16. The opening of its heavy bronze doors to a gath­
ering which had just listened to the dedicatory speeches marked the cul­
minating point in an effort which has extended over many years — an un­
dertaking whose success is attributable to many, but which centers chief­
ly in the person in Dr. Walter B. Jones, Director of the Alabama State 
Museum of Natural History, State Geologist and at present Commissioner of 
Conservation. 

Of monolithic reinforced concrete construction, the new museum, de­
signed to aid in the interpretation of one of the most remarkable archeo-
logical sites in America, backs upon and looks out from a group of a 
score of ancient mounds, the highest of which rise 65 feet above the 
plain, and across the valley of the Black Warrior River which forms the 
northern boundary of the Monument. 

As previously reported in The Review /Vol. I, No. 5, pp. 7-87, the 
principal of the museum's unique features is that its two wings shelter 
groups of exposed burials which, from the standpoint of museum design and 
display, are happily placed. In the two groups lie what remains of no 
less than 37 skeletons with the pottery and other artifacts that were 
buried with them, all in exactly the position in which the excavators dis­
covered them, on pedestals of the earth on which they lay, and with the 
surrounding soil excavated down to undisturbed "hardpan." 

These burials 101 situ form the principal raison d j gtre for the museum 
structure. A good cemetery having been located, the entire area was exca­
vated and all material except that lying within two 20' by 20' squares 
was removed. The material remaining was covered with temporary structures 
and the permanent museum constructed over and around the wooden shelters. 
Upon completion of the building these were removed. Surrounded on three 
sides by a parapet and walkway, and on the fourth by the wall separating 
the wings from the central section, each pit is lighted on all four sides 
by tubular lamps concealed beneath the cap of the parapet. The two 
groups of burials chosen are excellent for several reasons. They show 
the bodies lying in almost all the typical positions characteristic of 
the Moundville area; some were surrounded by a great variety of artifacts, 
others by none at all; in one place, four bodies were laid one on top of 
another. 

The large center section of the building is devoted to the story of 
the Moundville dwellers as it has been revealed by the extensive excava-
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At the top is a view of the 
exposed south burial pit as 
it appeared in August, 1936• 
At the left center Mr. Fech-
ner is giving to Dr. Jones 
the key to the museum doors. 
Above is seen an aboriginal 
Moundville hunting and fish­
ing display, and at the left 
is shown the ingenious mould 
described in the accompany­
ing article. 
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Mounds 0, P and R and the 
temporary shelters protect­
ing the two excavated burial 
pits are seen in the upper 
photograph. At the left 
center Is one of the exhib­
its In the museum. The 
speaker at the right Is Dr. 
Jones. In the lower cor­
ner are some of the GCG en-
rollees who built the novel 
museum structure. 
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tions that have been carried on in the area. As was to be expected by 
anyone familiar with the archeological displays in the Alabama State Mu­
seum of Natural History at Tuscaloosa, 17 miles away, the displays in 
this central unit of the new museum set a high standard of effectiveness 
One is particularly impressed with the studious avoidance of "overload." 

James T. DeJarnette who, as Superintendent of the CCC camp which 
brought the museum to completion, has so valuably complemented the ser­
vices of his archeologist brother David, representing the State Museum in 
the work, says of the new displays; 

They are arranged in a logical sequence so designed as to give (1) 
the casual visitor something to remember, (2) the careful visitor a 
rather intimate knowledge of the Monument, and (3) the expert a few 
salient facts about the primitive Moundvillians which would require 
him some time to determine otherwise. Conservatism has been stressed 
in the wording of all descriptive label material. Color has been 
freely used in the make-up of labels to reduce the monotony of an ap­
parently endless series of black and white descriptive matter. 

The six wall cases on the front of the building are divided by the 
entrance into two groups of three cases each. One of these groups is 
devoted to physical features of the Monument. The other three cases 
depict a brief story of prehistoric mankind, his origins, migrations 
and physical characteristics. 

The eight wall cases along the rear wall are arranged serially to il­
lustrate the cultural traits of the early Moundvillians, treating the 
following cultural manifestations: Architecture and House Life, Cere­
monial Complex, Costume and Dress, Agriculture, Fishing and Hunting, 
Tobacco and Smoking, and Economic and Artistic Complex, 

Five table cases and a relief model of the Monument complete the dis­
played materials. The table cases are devoted to the everyday activ­
ities of the people. The relief model shows the mound group with 
various excavated areas indicated thereon. Space has been reserved 
at each end of the center room for two dioramas showing a reconstruct­
ed family group and a model village site. . . 

The finished appearance of the exhibits viewed by visitors on the 
dedication day resulted from work days of 18 to 20 hours, during the three 
days preceding the ceremony, by a staff of State Museum personnel headed 
by David DeJarnette, and by James DeJarnette and members of his supervi­
sory personnel. Every exhibit was in order, explained by neatly hand-
lettered labels. 

Features of the exterior of the building, both visible in the accom­
panying photographs, are the frieze extending around the entire periphery 
of the central section, and the decorative design above the door. (I was 
about to say "the main entrance," but there is only a single entrance to 
the museum. The basement, in which the heating and ventilating apparatus 
is installed, is reached only by a separate outside entrance. The build­
ing has no windows.) Of this interesting type of CCC undertaking, Super-
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intendent DeJarnette points out: 

Ornamentation of the doorway and frieze was obtained with the use of 
plaster waste moulds constructed on the job. The ornamentation was 
enlarged exactly from designs found on artifacts by making a rubbing 
of the original design and projecting the image on a screen of detail 
paper to full scale. 

The full size detail was then modeled in clay from which the plaster 
waste mould was struck. The frieze design consisted of a motif re­
peated 58 times around the periphery of the structure. One model was 
constructed, a waste mould struck and a reverse master mould was ob­
tained from the waste mould. From the master mould enough waste 
moulds were constructed to form half the frieze. Careful stripping 
of the moulds from the concrete and the absence of undercuts in the 
design enabled us to re-use the entire set of 29 moulds. Private con­
struction experts predicted this could not be done. . . 

The manner in which the waste moulds were used in conjunction with 
masonite forming is shown in one of the photographs on page 4- Mr. De­
Jarnette says further: 

All exterior walls of the museum are 9 inches thick with a 2-inch air 
space between the concrete and a 4-inch clay tile. Interior walls 
are 5/8-inch gypsum plaster, sand float finished. The floor is a con­
crete slab laid over a well tamped fill and supported by wall footings 
and concrete floor beams. The roof of the center room is Uz~inch 
concrete slab; other rooms are of concrete joist and slab construc­
tion, formed with ribbed metal pan tile. 

All exterior concrete was placed against oiled masonite-lined forms. 
Concrete in exposed roof slabs and interior beams and columns was 
placed against masonite-lined forms treated with two coats of shellac 
before oiling. 

The building is heated with a forced air type furnace. Due to the 
lack of openings a mechanical ventilating system was indicated. This 
consists of an 18,000 C. F. M. blower fan discharging air from a base­
ment opening into the main floor through six grilled vents connected 
to a 2-foot 6-inch by 7-foot 8-inch concrete duct running longitudi­
nally under the building. 

All lighting is artificial with inconspicuous rectangular opal glass 
ceiling fixtures for general illumination. . . 

While he who moves slowly may read and get the story the museum is 
trying to tell, the plan of operation contemplates that virtually all vis­
itation shall be guided. A small fee is to be charged to all who enter 
the Monument, and this will entitle them to view the mounds, the recon­
structed prehistoric lakes and one or two small exposed burial groups lo­
cated away from the museum. A slightly larger charge will be imposed on 
those who wish to enter and be guided through the museum. 
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The dedication ceremonies were brief, perhaps an hour long, with the 
principal address by Dr. George H. Denny, Chancellor of the University of 
Alabama, and short talks by Conrad L. Wirth, Supervisor of Recreation and 
Land Planning for the National Park Service, Dr. Halsey, Fourth Corps 
Area Educational Adviser, and the writer. Robert Fechner, Director of 
the Civilian Conservation Corps, made a short speech extolling the work 
of the enrollees, and presented the key to the bronze doors of the museum 
to Dr. Jones, who accepted them in characteristically jocular fashion. 
Some 2,COO persons were in attendance. 

Much work remains to be done around the exterior of the structure 
and elsewhere in the 260-acre monument area. There are work and service 
roads to be eliminated, other roads to be built, with archeological in­
vestigation on the line of the road to precede its construction; comple­
tion of excavation, and filling from artesian wells of the prehistoric 
lakes; construction of a contact station, service residences and other 
service buildings; further erosion control work, and a variety of other 
jobs. But Dr. Jones is breathing more easily. He has the principal 
thing he was aiming at, and archeologists exploring the site 2,000 years 
from now are quite likely to find most of it still there. It was built 
to last. 

EMINENT SCHOLARS AND SCHOOL CBJJuDREN ALIKE PRAISE OCMULGEE 

How the interesting archeological remains at Ocmulgee National Monu­
ment appeal to visitors representing greatly varying stations of life has 
been pointed out editorially by The Macon (Ga.) Telegraph, which urged 
Middle Georgians to take greater advantage of the exhibit of prehistoric 
civilization that is so readily accessible. 

"The varied appeal of the place is amazing," said The Telegraph. "Dr. 
Fay-Cooper Cole, chairman of the department of anthropology in the Uni­
versity of Chicago, was here recently and after inspecting the monument 
expressed deep interest and approval, saying he expected to send a group 
of students to Georgia to work in the laboratory at Ocmulgee. That is an 
example of the importance of the development to advanced scholars. 

"But among other recent visitors to the site was the second grade of 
a Macon grammar school. After the visit the teacher wrote to attendants 
at the monument: 'As my class is only a second grade, I had some doubt as 
to how much they would profit by the trip, but if you could hear their 
reports, you would be pleased and flattered how complete they are. Often 
you plan a trip and then feel the children's time has been wasted. Last 
Tuesday's experience was quite the reverse.' If a university anthropolo­
gist and a public school second grader can find the Ocmulgee National 
Monument worth visiting, there must be a medium somewhere between which 
would provide interest and education for almost any adult resident of 
Macon. 

"It's pretty silly to have to tell visitors 'I haven't been out there 
yet," when they ask something about the monument. After all, the s ites 
have been there many, many centuries. Everybody has had time to go 
across the river and take a look at them." 
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HISTORIC SITES LH THE SOUTH 

By Roy Edgar Appleman, 
Regional Supervisor of Historic Sites, 

Richmond, Virginia. 

/Editor's Note: The article below has been adapted from a paper presented 
by Mr. Appleman before the Southern Historical Association at its meeting 
last November in New Orleans/* 

The federal law commonly known as "the Historic Sites Act}' which was 
placed on the statute books August 21, 1935 to provide for preservation 
of historic sites, buildings, objects and antiquities of national signif­
icance, directed the National Park Service to make a general survey to 
determine which of them "possess exceptional value as commemorating or il­
lustrating the history of the United States." Accordingly, efforts now 
are being made to place under federal control for perpetual protection 
those areas that were the scenes of crucial events in our history, for, as 
Director Arno B. Cammerer pointed out on one occasion, "it is humanly pos­
sible, and eminently desirable, to select those sites and objects which 
will best portray the developing life and characteristics of our nation." 

The survey has proceeded for the last three years as rapidly as a-
vailable funds and personnel would permit. More than 100 sites in the 
South have been listed, classified and made the subject of preliminary 
reports. Several have been the object of detailed studies and the Ser­
vice's Advisory Board has approved a few as qualifying for inclusion in 
the National Park and Monument system. From the beginning of a movement 
to establish an area as a National Historic Site it generally will be 
found that the project is initiated by a community group and has the sup­
port of local clubs, patriotic societies, historical organizations and 
legislative bodies. For the successful preservation of historic sites in 
the South, as elsewhere, the interest, support and cooperation of federal, 
state and municipal governments and of various non-profit organizations 
are therefore indispensable. Some of the fruits of these cooperative un­
dertakings now may be cited. 

In 1937 Congress enacted legislation authorizing the Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore. As proposed it includes over 100 miles of the outer 
sand barrier along the North Carolina Coast, extending from north of 
Kitty Hawk past Cape Hatteras to the southern tip of Ocracoke Island. 
Here are situated Kill Devil Hill and the impressive Wright Monument, em­
braced in a national memorial honoring those famous brothers who in 1903 
on this sand waste made the epochal flight that started men's conquest of 
the air. Easily seen from Kill Devil Hill is Roanoke Island, on which 
was planted Raleigh's "Lost Colony", the first attempt at English settle­
ment of North America. Here the first child on American soil of English 
speaking parents began her tragic life, the course of which is still a 
mystery to us, - reason enough that the site of Fort Raleigh has had an 
enduring interest for the English speaking world for the last 350 years. 
Some distance to the south is Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, marking Diamond 
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Shoals, the "Graveyard of the Atlantic." Between the northern and south­
ern tips of this stretch of sand where the turbulent Atlantic meets the 
American shore are situated many l6th and 17th century Indian village 
sites, archeologic sites which may hold the key to the story of the "Lost 
Colony." At Ocracoke Inlet the pirate "Blackboard" met his death, and 
some miles to the north, near Nags Head according to tradition, the beau­
teous and celebrated Theodosia Burr went down to a watery grave in a 
storm at sea. Between Cape Hattera6 and Oregon Inlet there is hardly a 
mile that does not disclose a hull or some other vestige of ships that 
were destroyed by the storms that rage over the treacherous shoals along 
this forbidding coast. What better place on American soil to tell the 
story of piracy as it concerns American history, or to relate the chron­
icle of man's struggle with the sea and to pay tribute to the heroism of 
the United States Coast Guard Service? 

Interest centers on Roanoke Island and the site of the ill-fated 
colonists who link American history to the brilliant court of Queen Eli­
zabeth, to the Golden Age of English history, to the period of Drake, Ra­
leigh, Bacon, and Shakespeare. During the last two years Paul Green's 
remarkably successful pageant play, "The Lost Colony", produced on Roanoke 
Island, has focused public attention on this site and its story. After 
several years of effort, and due largely to the splendid cooperation of 
the Governor of the State, of Congressman Warren, and of the North Caro­
lina Historical Commission, which now administers a restricted state-own­
ed area at Fort Raleigh, the establishment of a National Historic Site 
here under the administration of the National Park Service seems about to 
be realized. 

A few hundred miles to the south along the coast is another memor­
able historic site. To the present generation it seems almost incompre­
hensible that a scant 200 years ago newly planted English colonists were 
contesting with the Spanish from St. Augustine for the control of Georgia. 
Fort Frederica, built by Governor Oglethorpe in 1736 on St.Simons Island, 
one of the Golden Isles of Georgia, was the military outpost intended to 
absorb the shock of hostile incursions against the new colony. It consti­
tuted the first line of defense against the Spaniards to the south not 
only for Georgia, but for the Carolinas and all the rest of the English 
colonies as well. 

The scene here is one of mellow antiquity. The waters of the Altama-
ha River lap lazily at remaining fragments of aged brick and tabby walls. 
On top the ruins a scarred and half-buried cannon points toward the chan­
nel, as if still challenging the approach of an enemy. Large water oaks, 
heavily draped with Spanish moss, are everywhere in abundance, growing 
over the site of former guardrooms, the foundations of which are still 
visible in the ground. The old moat which encircled the fortified area 
shows plainly. A short distance away, located in a dense thicket of live 
and water oaks, shrubs, and vines, all covered with a canopy of Spanish 
moss, is the so-called old Spanish burial ground. Here, raised tombs of 
brick and tabby and one arched vault mark the site of forgotten dead. Al­
though authorized by Congress in 1936 for federal ownership, vesting of 
title in the United States still remains to be accomplished. 


