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This flag, flown over Fort McHenry during the British bombardment of September
13-14, 1814, is the "star spangled banner" which Francis Scott Key, three miles
out in Baltimore harbor, saw when he composed the verses that have become the na-
tional anthem., Presented to Lieutenant Colonel George Armistead, who had command-
ed the fort, that flag later became the property of his daughter, Georgianna. It
was given to the United States National Museum in 1912 by her son, Eben Appleton.
In addition to its great patriotic values, its historical importance is enhanced
because it is one of the few existing flags which bear fifteen stars and fifteen
stripes, the standard design from 1794 to 1818. It is said that several shot tore
through it but, although many holes are visible, it is not possible to determine
their origin. Several feet have been lost from the fly end. The remainder, about
28 feet on hoist and 32 feet on fly, was quilted in 1914 to a backing of linen as
a preservative measure. The flag now is on display in the National Museum, by

courtesy of which the above photograph is reproduced.
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THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER

And Its Origins at Fort McHenry

BY ROY EDGAR APPLEMAN,
Regional Supervisor of Historic Sites,
Richmond

The composition of The Star Spangled Banner, and the successful de-
fense of Fort MoHenry against the British bombardment on September 13-
14, 1814, which inspired Francis Scott Key to write the poem, are the
historic events which Fort McHenry National Monument and Historie Shrine
commemorates., These events take high place in the body of tradition and
emotional factors which are distinctly American.

Soon after the beginning of the War of 1812 the British blockaded
Chesapeake Bay, a strategy adopted largely because of the activity of
privateer ships sailing from Baltimore harbor, and of the inconvenience
to the United States of having a leading exporting and importing center
closed., It was not until two years later, however, after the blockading
fleet had been greatly reinforced, that the British attempted, in what
is known as the Chesapeake Bay Campaign, to destroy Washington and Bal-
timore. The movement ageinst Washington in August, 1814, was a success
and the Capitol and White House were destroyed after the city's defense
failed to hold when the militia met the British troops at Bladensburg on

August 24, 1814.

The attack against Baltimore, made in mid-September, three weeks
later, was the conflict in which Fort McHenry took a prominent part and
for which it is remembered today. The British fleet had anchored in the
Patuxent River and the attacking force had proceeded overland to Wash-
ington., After burning the federal buildings the invaders returned to
their base, with raiding parties and stragglers roaming the nearby
countryside. The appearance of British +troops as they passed through
Upper Marlborough, a town in Maryland about 35 miles east of Washington,
led some of the inhabitants to speculate on the result of the expedition
against the city.

Dr. William Beanes and a group of local people were enjoying a so=-
cial hour when three British stragglers appeared. As a Tresult of the
argument which followed between the soldiers and Dr. Beanes and his
companions, the stragglers were arrested on charges of disturbing the
peace and placed in the local jail., One of them escaped and reached a
scouting party of British cavalry, which proceeded immediately to Upper
Marlborough and ceptured Dr. Beanes and took him to the base on the Pa-

tuxent where he was turned over to Admiral Cochrane.
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‘The manuscript draft of The Star Spangled Banner. Photocopy by courtesy
of the Walters Art Gallery, Baltimore,
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Francis Scott KXey, a prominent — — THE STARS AND STRIPES
attorney of Georgetown and a close In 1775 the Continental Con-
friend of Dr. Beanes, undertook t0 | gress adopted the stripes as part
intercede on his behalf and effect | of the design of the flag, and in
his release. Obtaining President | 1777 added the thirteen stars. In
Madison's permission, and accompa- | 1794 two additional stars and two
nied by Colonel J. S. Skinner, of | more stripes were included as a
Baltimore, agent for the exchange of | result of the admission to the
prisoners, Key proceeded on & packet | Union of two new states, Vermont
boat under a flag of truce and met | and Kentucky. It was provided by
the British fleet which was meking | Act of Congress, April 4, 1818,
ready to move against the city. Ad- | that the American flag should be
miral Cochrane agreed to relesse Dr. | composed of thirteen stripes, re-
Beanes, but indicated that none of | presenting the originel thirteen
the Americans would be permitted to | states, and that the number of
return to the mainland wuntil the | stars should be that of the number
movement against Baltimore had been | of states, new stars being added
carried out because he did not wish | on July 4 following +the admission
them to convey ashore the informa- | of new states.
tion of his plans to attack.

Taken sboard the Admiral's flagship, the Surprise, Key and his com-
panions were compelled to accompany the British as the fleet moved up the
Patapsco River against Baltimore, Under a guard of marines, the Ameri-
cans were +transferred to their own boat in the rear of the fleet as the
ships took position to bombard Fort McHenry and attempt the capture of
the city. It was from this vantage point that Francis Scott Key and his
friends witnessed the bombardment of the fort throughout the day of Sep-
tember 13 and the night of the 13-14. Whan dawn of the l4th came he saw
that the Americen flag, the stars and stripes, was still flying over the
fortress and that it and the city had not fallen to the British. That
morning the British gave up their attempt on Fort McHenry and Baltimore
and moved downstream toward the Chesapeake. Key and his companions were
released and mede their way into the city.

There are many versions of the manner in which Francis Scott Key
wrote the poem, The Star Spangled Banner, but perhaps the most reliable
one is that given in a preface to the 1857 edition of Key's poems, by
Roger B, Taney, Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court, who had
married Key's only sister. Taney asserts that the verses were written
down from memory on an envelope as Key and his companions came ashore on
the morning of September 14, and were rewritten in a hotel that night.
The next morning Key showed the lines to Judge Joseph H. Nicholson,of
Baltimore, who had married his wife's sister. Judge Nicholson was great-
ly impressed by the inspirational quality of the poem and his wife took
the manusceript to the printing office of Captain Benjemin Edes, on the
corner of Baltimore and Gay Streets, and had the verses struck off in
hand bill form, It appears that Edes was absent on duty with his regi-
ment and that The Star Spangled Banner was set up in +type and printed by
an apprentice, Samuel Sands, a young boy only 12 years of age. The poem
was published September 20 in The Baltimore Patriot. Soon it was being




6 THE REGIONAL REVIEW JANUARY

THE

STAR SPANGLED BANNER

A PARTOTIC SONG.

Ballimore, Printed ana Sold .1t CA RRS Music Store 30 Baltimore 8treet.
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Facsimile of the first page of the first printing of The Star Spangled

Banner with music. It was published by the Carr Music Store of Baltimore,

The inset shows Charles Wilson Peale' s portrait of Francis Scott Key.

The original is in the Academy of Fine Arts, Philadelphia, by permission
of which the above reproduction is made.
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sung in taverns and theaters FORT SET ASIDE IN 1925
throughout the land as an expres- By Act of Congress, approved on
sion of American patriotism, March 3, 1925, Fort McHenry was
, set aside as a "national park and
The Star Spangled Banner was | perpetual national memorial shrine
sung first (publicly at least) DYy | as the birthplace of the immortal
an actor, Ferdinand Durang, in Bal- | 'Star-Spangled Banner,'" to be ad-
timore, to the old English tune of | ministered by the War Department.
To Anacreon in Heaven. This melody | Like many other historic sites, it
had been used previously in America |was transferred in 1933 to the
for a song called Adams and Liber- | custody of the National Park Serv-
ty, of the Revolutionary War peri- |ice. It was redesignated August
od, Key may have had this +tune in | 11, 1939, as "Fort McHenry Nation-
mind when he composed The Star | al Monument and Historic Shrine."
Spangled Banner. The selection of | The 47-acre area is within the
the music of To Anacreon in Heaven | corporate limits of Baltimore,
to be used with the poem has been | about three miles from the center
credited variously to Key, to Judge | of the city. The five-point star
Nicholson, and to Ferdinand Dureng. | fort bears the name of James Mc-
Although the song won general ae~ | Henry who served in the Revolution
ceptance at an early date as the | and later became Secretary of War.
national anthem, it was not until
March 3, 1931, that Congress made it official.,

Francis Scott Key, a native of Frederick County, Maryland, born Au-
gust 1, 1779, was 35 years old when he composed the words that have made
his name immortal in the United States. He died February 11, 1843, and
his remains are buried in Mount Qlivet Cemetery at Frederick. Monuments
commemorating him have been erected at Fort McHenry; at Eutaw Place,in
Baltimore, and at Golden Gate Park, San Francisco., The Key Bridge over
the Potomac at Washington also is a tribute to his memory.

NATIONAL PARK SYSTEN UNITS NOW TOTAL 155

A report issued last month shows that the total of arsas of the Na-
tional Park System reached 155 as of December 1, 1939, with an aggregate
acreage of 20,820,225.51, or 32,531.59 square miles. The distribution:

TYPE NUMBER SQ. MILES ACRES
National Parks 25 14,898.29 9,534,907.66
National Historical Parks A 11.72 7,503.13
National Monuments 80 14,874.98 9,519,988.00
National Military Parks 1l 32.77 20,973.87
Netional Battlefield Sites 7 2.56 1,636.36
National Historic Sites 4 35 223.59
National Recreational Area 1 2,655.58 1,699,573.00
National Memorisls 8 AY) 317.06
National Cemeteries 11 55 353.46
National Capital Parks 1 9.21 5,892.78

National Parkways 3 45.09 28,856.,60
TOTALS 155 32,531.5? 20,820,225.51
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PRESERVING OUR FOLK SPEECH

BY RICHARD LIEBER

Zihitor's Note: Soon after reproduction of Joseph S. Hall's excellent
article, "Recording Speech in the Great Smokies" (Vol. III, Nos. / and
5, October-November, pp. 3-8), Colonel Lieber wrote: "I see in The Re-
gionel Review that some attempts are being made to 'can' speechf-?ﬁf_ja
park by-product and I am glad of it." He went to his files and reread a
hopeful suggestion which he had placed on paper several years ago. It
follows./

One of my hobbies, admittedly in an amateurish way, is comparative
philology. The fifty-seven varieties of European nationalities have
delved deeply into this matter., We have done comparatively little al-
though our country, by reason of its historic and racial development,
offers the most fertile and expansive field for such study.

In the extensive relief work which the Administration has undertak-
en, I am especially interested in the welfare of people who find them-
selves in great difficulty because opportunity in artistic, scientific
and social fields has become sadly limited. It is this class of workers
that must be encouraged, not only to furnish them a transitory liveli-
hood, but moreover to turn their knowledge and enthusiasm by way of cul-
tural approach into a definite and lasting national asset. With these
thoughts in mind, it has occurred to me to suggest a comprehensive study
_ and recording of national folk speech. Our language, being a living en-
tity, is normally subject to changes, but our American speech has been
extrinsically modified and strongly influenced by the various linguistic
groups that found a home in the United States.

Years ggo I pointed out that, in my own state of Indiana, is found
a distinct difference in speech. Taking the country as a whole, we find
that the stories of Uncle Remus are as hard to understand by the average
person in the Great Leskes district as are the quaint poems of James
Whitcomb Riley, for example, to the average Louisianian., English phras-
eology, as used by the mountain folk from North Carolina to the Ozarks,
would at least seem queer to the average American. What, then, shall we
say about German influences in the Middle West, Scandinavian in  the
North, French in the South, Spanish in the Southwest, and the so-called
"Pennsylvania Duteh," not to mention the ubiquitous Scot or the ever-
pleasing Irish brogue? What about the soft southern notes as compared
with the nasal twang of some of New England. How interesting to note
distinction in coastal or western New England, or the fine nuances even
between Maryland and Virginia accent! And last, but not least, what of
the variety of Indian idiom?
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Aside from the folk speech, we should pay attention to inheritances
and traditions by way of songs, ballads and stories, all the way from
the Spanish Vaqueros following the Chisholm trail, to our own national
product, the singing cow boy, resulting in much unprintable but lusty
matter, up to Paul Bunyan of the North, and his exploits.

I am only sketching some of the possibilities of this vast terri-
tory to give an idea of the abounding "pay dirt". There must be, in the
list of needy persons, a sufficient number of corpetent men and women to
undertake this survey and to make permenent records by way of electrical
transcription on cylinders or dises, supplemented by explanatory matter,
The result of this ‘labor, immensely valuable and interesting as it is
even today, will become priceless in the future when the ever-leveling
force of historic development has absorbed, coordinated, or discarded
that which is today still available. I believe that our universities
libraries and museums would be greatly interested. I know that, if this
work can be done and is done, an inestimable wealth of information can
be preserved which, otherwise, would be lost irredeemably.

Man shall not live by bread alone, yet, while this suggested enter-
prise would give bread to many who need it and in addition maintain
among these intellectual workers a seunse of ambition, so orten lost by
the mere -relief worker and his family, it would build up and preserve
for the time to come a veritable treasure-trove ot folk speech and hab-
its.

Some day the Americen Ipic will be written. Even now we note its
prelude by way of historic presentztion, especially in the film, Photo-
graphs obtained in the course of the work outlined would iurnish a
source library to future research students.

TWO FANMOUS PHOTOGRAPHERS 'SHOOT' FORT PULASKI

Two well Kknown American photographers, Miss Frances Benjamin John-
ston, of Washington, and Carl Julian, of Columbia, South Carolina, made
pictorial studies on the seme day last month at Fort Pulaski National
Monument, Georgia. Miss Johnston, a recipient of a Carnegie grant for
the last seven years, has taken her camera to hundreds of historie
structures throughout the country. “Fort Pulaski,™ she said, "is the
outstanding example of brick construction that I have seen." She spent
several weeks in making photographic records of structures of historical
and architectural interest in and near Savannsh. During that period she
made numerous visits to Cockspur Island.

Mr. Julian, illustrator of Seed from Madagascar, went to the fort
to take "one or two" pictures but exhausted his supply of films before
leaving. "This," commented the Acting Superintendent, "is the usual re-
action of photographers at the fort: they are always surprised at the
number of piciures they have taken,"







