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A 352-foot monument of pink Mi Iford granite 
commemorates the victory won by the nine 
snail naval vessels of Oliver Hazard Perry 
over British forces in the battle of Lake 
Erie, September 10, 1813, and signalizes 
the remarkable record of international con­
cord which has characterized American-Cana­
dian relations for more than 125 years. The 
gigantic Doric column 300 feet high has at 
its top an observation platform which is 
capped by a 23-foot bronze ref lector weigh­
ing 11 tons and equipped with powerful 
lights that project a vertical beam. More 
than 15,000 visitors took the elevator to 
the top of the memorial during the last 
trave I year for a view of the historic spot 
six miles due west where Perry gained his 
victory under a battle flag bearing Captain 
Lawrence ' s memorable words: "Don't give up 
the ship." 
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P A R K S FOR PATRIOTISM 

They A l s o Serve Who Inspire 

"Our primary contribution to national defense ," said Director Hewton B. Drury re­
cently, "lies in the fact that the great areas of the national Park System inspire in 
the people a pride of country and serve in a direct way to crystallize a love of its 
institutions. In short, our national shrines rank among the first of the irreplace­
able values that we must defend, for they are America just as are the People who live 
around them. Someone has said, in speaking of national parks and historic sites, that 
men will die gladly for their country; and there devolves upon us a singular obliga­
tion to preserve a country worth dying for." (further development of this theme will 
be found on page 18 in Dr. Carl P. Russell's article, "Essentially American".) 

How deeply are our sentiments of patriotism rooted in the venerated soil of our 
traditional shrines is demonstrated often and strikingly by the attitudes of the coun­
try's youth and of that admirable corps of patient men and women who instruct them in 
the c lassrooms of America's schools. A recent simple example of the contributions 
which historic sites mate continuously to the national morale is presented here be­
cause it is typical of many thousands. M. Zeanette Vheeler, lu-year-old eighth grade 
student of Salem, Massachusetts, won a gold medal for her essay, Maritime Salem. Be­
cause printed information resulting from new Service research was not available when 
the essay ioas written, the young author made a few minor errors which are corrected by 
notes; but they make no less interesting her appeal to her c lassmates to stand forever 
guard over the cherished shrines which tell the inspiring story of the greatest democ­
racy. The essay: 

MARITIME SALEM 
BY M. ZEANETTE WHEELER, 

Member of Eighth Grade, Bcnoditch School, 
Salem, Massachusetts. 

During the eighteenth century in Salem a l l work and in t e re s t revolved around one 
pa r t i cu la r trade - shipping. Derby Wharf, the Custom House,1 and the homes of famed 
seamen played the leading roles in th i s drama. I t was the center of a l l a c t i v i t y , 
a l ive with business t ransact ions dealing in strange and cos t ly cargoes from another 
world. 

Until j u s t recent ly Derby Wharf held but memories of i t s glorious past l i f e . Now 
witli the aid of records and old pic tures the Salem Maritime National Historic Site is 
being reconstructed so that although i t belongs to an age pas t , i t wi l l again take an 
act ive part in t h i s , our world of today. 

From 1775 to 1807 Salem was at the height of her career . Great fortunes were 
made on such imports as s i l k s , cotton, chinaware, tea, pepper, molasses, sugar and 
cur ios . During the years of the Revolution, Salem was the only town that did not close 
i t s port ; moreover she supplied the larges t number, of ships and men for pr iva teer ing . 
Jef ferson 's embargo and the coming of cl ipper ships were soon to destroy Salem's pros-

S e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t s t r u c t u r e s were used In e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y S a l e * as a c u s t o a h o u s e . The 
p r e s e n t b u i l d i n g was not e r e c t e d u n t i l 1 8 1 9 . 
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perity bringing disaster to men who were dependent on this business for their mainte­
nance. As early as 1775, several ships owned by Richard Derby were engaged in trade 
with Spain and the West Indies2. 

The "Merchant Prince" of the shipping period, Elias Hasket Derby, took an active 
part In the support of the colonies. He helped in fitting out one hundred and fifty-
eight privateers which captured four hundred and forty-five British vessels. When his 
father, Richard Derby, retired, Elias took over his ships. He well deserved his title 
for it was mainly through his efforts that Salem has long been remembered as a great 
port of entry. 

John Derby, brother of Elias, carried the news of the Battle of Iexington to Eng­

land, and brought home to Salem the first tidings of peace in 1783. Nathaniel Bow-

ditch, an eminent mathematician for whom our school is named, went to Manila on the 

ship Astrea3. He kept an interesting journal which has been preserved in the East In­

dia Marine Society. 

The noted Salem author, Nathaniel Hawthorne, was for many years collector of the 

port of Salem4. When trade began to decline Hawthorne was discharged from his duty. 

It was a sad day when he viewed the empty warehouses and the docks waiting for ships 

and cargoes that would never again come. In his free time after losing his position 

he wrote his well-known books. 

The contributions of such famous men as these would have been forgotten long ago 

had there been no ships to carry on the trading. One of these vessels, the Astrea,5 

owned by Elias Hasket Derby and with John Derby for her captain, brought home to the 

United States the message of the signing of the Treaty of Paris which brought to an 

end the Revolutionary War. The Astrea6 was also the first ship to fly the glorious 

stars and stripes in Manila. 

A second ship in our honor list is the Grand Turk. Owned by Elias Hasket Derby, 

this was the largest vessel in Salem until after the Revolution, carrying sixty-eight 

guns and one hundred and twenty men. It was the first American boat to go around the 

Cape of Good Hope. Another of the Derby ships, built to trade with Mediterranean 

ports, was the Mt. Vernon which paid its owners a profit of about forty-three thousand 

dollars on her first voyage.8 These were the men and ships that helped to make the 

h i s t o r y o f S a l e m . ( C o n t i n u e d on p a g e 1 7 ) . 

^ R i c h a r d D e r b y owned v e s s e l s and t r a d e d w i t h t h e West I n d i e s a t l e a s t t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s b e f o r e 
1 7 7 5 . The d a t e g i v e n In t h e e s s a y More a c c u r a t e l y r e p r e s e n t s t h e end t h a n t h e b e g i n n i n g of h i s 
c a r e e r a s a M e r c h a n t . 

3 A s t r e a I I , s h i p , 321 t o n s , b u i l t a t B r a d f o r d , M a s s . , 1 7 9 5 , and r e g i s t e r e d a t S a l e s , March 2 1 , 
1 7 9 6 . w i t h E l l a s H a s k e t D e r b y as o w n e r , and H e n r y P r i n c e , w a s t e r . B o w d l t c h s a i l e d w i t h P r i n c e 
on t h e p i o n e e r i n g v o y a g e t o M a n i l a , March 2 7 , 1 7 9 6 . and r e t u r n e d May 2 2 , 1 7 9 7 . 

4 H a w t h o r n e was S u r v e y o r of t h e P o r t of S a l e m , 1 S 4 6 - 1 8 4 9 . 

° A s t r e a I , s h i p 360 t o n s , b u i l t a t P e m b r o k e , M a s s . , 1 7 8 2 , was r e t u r n i n g on h e r ma iden v o y a g e 
when s h e b r o u g h t h o s e t h e news of t h e T r e a t y of P a r i s . The f i r s t A s t r e a Is n o t t o be c o n f u s e d 
w i t h t h e s e c o n d , w h i c h was n o t b u i l t u n t i l 1 7 9 5 . 

A s t r e a I I . 

The Grand T u r k was no l a r g e r t h a n s e v e r a l S a l e s R e v o l u t i o n a r y p r i v a t e e r s . The a s p e c t of s i z e 
e m a n a t e s f rom t h e h e a v y a r m a m e n t and t h e l a r g e c rew c a r r i e d a b o a r d f o r p r i v a t e e r i n g . A c t u a l l y , 
t h e v e s s e l was o n l y a b o u t 3 0 0 t o n s b u r d e n . 

The p r o f i t f rom t h e f i r s t v o y a g e of t h e Mount V e r n o n was n e a r e r $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 -
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INDIAN PRISONER - STUDENTS AT FORT MARION 

The Founding of Carl is le W a s Dreamed in St. Augus t ine 

BY F. HILTON CROWE, 
ASSISTANT HISTORICAL TECHNICIAN. 

The chronicle of ancient Cas t i l l o de San Marcos at Saint Augustine, once a proud 
New World outpost of Spain's Golden Age and now known to thousands of American t r ave l ­
ers as Fort Marlon National Monument, contains so many diver t ing chapters tha t , should 
i t ever become complete, i t wil l be well worth the long t e l l i n g . Not the leas t In te r ­
es t ing of these s to r i e s within the story concerns the time 65 years ago when the fort 
witnessed one of the f i r s t p rac t ica l demonstrations of tlie a b i l i t y of the Federal gov­
ernment to elevate and c i v i l i z e the western Indians, and one of the e a r l i e s t advances 
In a ra t iona l method of making c i t i zens of the remnants of our aboriginal population. 

In April 1865 a group of Comanches, Cheyennes, and Arapnhoes were condemned to 
exi le at Fort Marion by the United States government for the high crimes of murder and 

A group of Indian prisoners in native dress at Port Marion, dote squaw and child 
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r e b e l l i o n . Among them were "Medicine Water", a r i n g l e a d e r ; "White .tan", "Ris ing B u l l " , 
" H a i l s t o n e " , "Sharp B u l l y " , and o ther accomplices in the murder of the Germain family 
and in the t e r r i b l e f a t e of the two Germain g i r l s , l a t e r r e cap tu red from the Cheyennes. 
Other p r i s o n e r s were "Come See" , accused of the murder of the Short su rvey ing p a r t y ; 
"Soaring Eag l e " , supposed to have k i l l e d the hunter Brown; "Big Moccasin" and "Making 
Medicine", horse t h i e v e s and r a i d e r s ; "Packer" , the murderer of Wi l l i ams , and "Mochi", 
the squaw i d e n t i f i e d by the Germain g i r l s as having chopped off the head of t h e i r 
mother wi th an ax. 1 

Besides t h e s e , who c o n s t i t u t e d most of the c r i m i n a l s , was a l a r g e number a g a i n s t 
whom no p a r t i c u l a r a c c u s a t i o n had been lodged but who were conf ined a p p a r e n t l y on the 
p r i n c i p l e t h a t p r e v e n t i o n i s b e t t e r than c u r e . 2 

The conv ic t ed Indians were marched in cha ins from Por t S i l l , Oklahoma, t o the 
r a i l r o a d 165 miles away. En rou t e t o F l o r i d a a Cheyenne c h i e f c a l l e d Gray Beard t r i e d 
t o commit s u i c i d e by hanging, but was cut down only to be shot while a t t e m p t i n g t o e s ­
cape. Another Cheyenne, Lean Bear, r e p e a t e d l y s tabbed himsel f with a pen knife on the 
journey , yet recovered s u f f i c i e n t l y t o go on a hunger s t r i k e and t o meet dea th by 
s t a r v a t i o n and pneumonia. But a t l a s t , worn and oppressed in body and s p i r i t , the I n ­
d ians reached S t . August ine . Many Indians had languished long before in the a n c i e n t 
f o r t of coquina , arid thousands of o t h e r s had d ied whi le engaged in i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
The ragged, unkempt group of morose c o n v i c t s , herded i n t o a kind of pen about 100 
f e e t s q u a r e , knew an equal d e s p a i r . Hopeless ly they lay down on the cold d i r t f l o o r s 
of t h e i r c e l l s , and began u n r e s i s t i n g l y t o s i cken and d i e . 3 

I t was not long, however, be fore the Indians began t o pe rce ive in the rugged 
countenance of the commanding o f f i c e r the a spec t and f e a t u r e s of a f r i e n d . L ieu tenant 
Richard H. P r a t t ordered the hated shack le s removed and allowed the p r i s o n e r s t o roam 
the t e r r e p l e i n for e x e r c i s e and a i r . La t e r , as they were found more t r u s t w o r t h y , they 
were even pe rmi t t ed t o camp for two weeks a t a time upon nearby Anas t a s i a I s l a n d . 

Within the f i r s t s i x months a t Fo r t Marion, the r a d i c a l s t e p was taken of d i s ­
miss ing the h igh ly unpopular s o l d i e r guard . L ieu tenan t P r a t t pledged h i s commission 
for the good behavior of the c a p t i v e s , and for the remainder of t h e i r t h r e e years of 
imprisonment the men guarded themselves wi thout m a t e r i a l mishap. Clothed in Army u n i ­
forms, and s u b j e c t e d t o army d i s c i p l i n e and r o u t i n e , the Indians soon began t o have the 
p r i v i l e g e s and c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the o r d i n a r y s o l d i e r . 4 As the gay win te r season of S t . 
August ine advanced, company d r i l l s a t the f o r t began t o e l i c i t f avorab le comment from 
a hos t of v i s i t o r s from a l l p a r t s of the coun t ry . The nea t and s o l d i e r l y appearance , 
w i l l i n g i n d u s t r y , and g e n e r a l good s p i r i t of the Indians won the f r i e n d l y and admiring 
response t h a t L ieu tenan t P r a t t had c o n f i d e n t l y a n t i c i p a t e d . 

As p a r t of P r a t t ' s p l an of e d u c a t i o n of the Indians he c a s t abour for means of 
v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g whicii would make them s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g . A l i m i t e d amount of work 
1 s i d n e y L a n i e r , Florida: Its Scenery, Climate and History, S t . Augus t ine , 1876. 
2 G r a y Beard and G e r o n i a o a p p a r e n t l y c a a e in t h i s l a s t c a t e g o r y . There has b e e n a g r e a t d i f ­

f e r e n c e of o p i n i o n c o n c e r n i n g the l o c a t i o n of the p r i s o n in which G e r o n i a o was c o n f i n e d . Mr. 
B r a d d o c k , a S t . A u g u s t i n e v i s i t o r , a s s e r t e d t h a t he had s e e n G e r o n i a o a t F o r t Marion but t h a t 
the c h i e f was r e a o v e d t o F o r t P i c k e n s , P e n s a c o l a , a f t e r a few days of lapr i s onae nt a t S t . Augus ­
t i n e . Dr . A. Oscar Brown, now an Aray c h a p l a i n a t Tea Pot D oae , Wyoalng , s a i d t h a t he knew Ger-
o n i a o w e l l when the I n d i a n was a p r i s o n e r a t F o r t Mar ion , and e v e n t u a l l y c o n v e r t e d the c a p t i v e 
t o the C h r i s t i a n f a i t h . 

3 E . C. P r a t t E a s t a a n , The Red Man's Moses. U n i v e r s i t y of Oklahona P r e s s , 1 9 3 5 . 
4W . W. Dew h u r s t , The History of St. Augustine, Florida. Putnaa and S o n s , New York, 1 8 8 5 . 
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was found for them in the or­
ange groves , packing houses, 
sawmil ls , and farms of the area, 
and the Indians proved indus­
t r ious workers. The making of 
souvenirs was encouraged and 
the Indian canes, hows, arrows, 
and other t r i f l e s had a ready 
s a l e . In a few months about 
16,000 sea beans were po l i shed 
and so ld to v i s i t o r s , ne t t ing 
the prisoners $1,600 which they 
sent home to the ir fami l i e s or 
used to buy extra comforts for 
themse lves . 6 Many of the s t u ­
dents showed great apt i tude for 
drawing and pa int ing . Sidney 
Lanier wrote; 

"They seem e x c e s s i v e l y fond 
of trying t h e i r s k i l l in draw­
ing, and are de l ighted with a 
g i f t of penc i l and paper. A l ­
ready, however, the atmosphere 
of trade has reached i n t o t h e i r 
s o u l s , and I am to ld that they 
now begin to s e l l what they 
were ready to g ive away when I 
saw them a few weeks ago!" 8 

An Engl ish noblewoman, in 
commenting upon the a r t i s t i c 
p r o c l i v i t i e s of the wards of 
Lieutenant Prat t , sa id : 

"They have l e f t t h e i r s i g n -
manual upon the wal l s s p e c i ­
mens of Indian art in the shape 
of sprawly sketches of men and 
beas t . For, i t i s we l l known, 
Indians are fond of drawing and 
w i l l draw on anything and with any kind of material that w i l l make a mark. They w i l l 
even exchange a surplus squaw for a few p e n c i l s or paint brushes. Crude and out of 
a l l proportions as the ir productions are , they i l l u s t r a t e the minds and p r o c l i v i t i e s 
of the people . An Indian never represents himself as s tanding, dancing, or walking; 
he i s always f i g h t i n g against fabulous numbers, and always a conqueror, r id ing v i c t o ­
r ious over a score of prostrate f o r c e s . " 7 

A school for the Indians had been s tar ted in Fort Marlon at an ear ly date . Sev-

Vater colors made by Indian prisoner at Fort 
Marion during the period 1875-78. 

8 R. H. P r a t t , "Indians at Port Marlon" , The Mentor, September 1924. 
8 op. cit. 

Lady Duffers Hardy, Down South, Chapaan and B a l l , Ltd . , London, 1883 
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Uniformed Indian pris oners organized into a military company at Fort Marion in 
the 70's. The photograph is from a stereograph 

era! teachers, among them the Sisters of St. Joseph, volunteered their services and 

from that point to the close of the three years of confinement there were from four to 

six classes constantly under instruction and English soon became the common tongue of 

the captives. In the spring of 1878, the War Department released all the prisoners to 

the Indian Bureau. Twenty-two of the younger men asked to remain and these young 

braves went to form the nucleus of the pioneer Indian school at Hampton. Lieutenant 

Pratt later suggested to Carl Scnurz, Secretary of the Interior, that the Carlisle 

Barracks in Pennsylvania, then occupied, be used exclusively as an Indian school. A 

till to that effect was introduced in Congress and in August 1887 Pratt, now a Captain, 

wrote: "Carlisle is ours and fairly won!"8 

The Carlisle barracks were transferred from the War Department to the Department 

of the Interior and Pratt entered upon his arduous duties of founding a school with 

little money or outside aid. The expenses for the first year were paid from the "Civ­

ilization Fund." This fund was several hundred thousand dol- (Continved on Page 30) 

Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Governnent Printing office, 1887. 
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NATURALIST PROGRAMS IN AMERICA 

A Preliminary Ana lys i s of a National Survey 

Broadcast of field trip in Rocky Mountain Rational Park, Colorado, under leadership 
of Park naturalist Raymond Gregg 

BY R. C. ROBINSON, 
R E C R E A T I O N A L PLANNER 

With the vast increase in opportunit ies for outdoor recreat ion made possible by 
the rapid expansion of non-urban parks and with improved f a c i l i t i e s for t r ave l , the 
countryside and wilderness have become accessible to most of our people. That large 
numbers of them are taking advantage of these opportunit ies is evidenced by the fact 
that attendance at parks has t r i p l ed and quadrupled during the l a s t few years. 

Most of the newcomers are rank strangers to the natural environment. Records of 
Park use show that more than 90 per cent of them confine their v i s i t s to picnicking and 

9 
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bathing areas and that they participate almost exclusively in activities familiar to 

the city playground, playfield, and park. Few of them venture out on trails. To most 

of them, nature is like a book written in a foreign language. 

Use of the sort described tends to defeat the primary purpose for which parks 

have been established, which is that of providing people with an opportunity to enjoy 

nature's beauties and to satisfy human curiosity concerning the world in which we live. 

How to bring about abetter use of non-urban parks presents, then, a problem which 

deserves the fullest consideration. It requires the same careful study and planning 

that has gone into the selection, planning, and development of such areas. Visitors' 

eyes must be opened to nature's handiwork and their appreciation of its beauty sharp­

ened. This requires a program of interpretation, variously referred to as nature 

study, nature appreciation and more lately, nature recreation. The naturalist service 

in national parks exemplifies this type of program, but at best it reaches a relative­

ly small number of the total annual park users, and the visitors come once or twice and 

stay only a few days at the most before returning to their homes, most of which are 

several hundred miles away. No matter how well the National Park naturalists do their 

job, they can not meet the total public need for the type of service they are render­

ing. The program of interpretation needs to be carried down through state, metropoli­

tan, county, and city parks into the neighborhoods where it can touch people's daily 

living from childhood to old age. The realization of a program so ambitious in scope 

requires, as mentioned before, careful planning followed by energetic and persistent 

action over a long period of years. 

Planning necessarily starts with a study of the existing situation. What do we 

have now? What do we need? What are our resources? How can we utilize these re­

sources to accomplish our objectives? These are the "a, b, c's" of planning. To ac­

complish the first of these steps, to find out what we have now, a nation-wide survey 

of naturalist programs was undertaken. While its results may be incomplete in minor 

respects, it does give an excellent risvmi of the scope of nature activities now be­

ing conducted throughout the country and the contributions being made by the wide 

range of participating agencies and clubs. 

From the several hundred forms distributed, 167 replies were received. Of this 

number, only 77 agencies were found to render public naturalist services adequate in 

scope to warrant detailed consideration. Of the remaining 90 forms returned, 22 re­

ported no program, 17 were from schools and colleges and included only scholastic ac­

tivities, while 51 were rejected because the programs were either insignificant or were 

not of a public character. Of the 77 agency programs analyzed, 54 were supported by 

public funds and 19 by private funds. Supervisory authority included federal, state, 

and local park and recreational agencies, museums of natural history, sanctuaries, bo­

tanical gardens, nature centers, garden clubs, nature clubs and societies, a hotel 

and a hospital for people suffering with nervous disorders. Thirty-three states and 

the Territory of Hawaii were represented. 

Principal types of areas or centers used for nature activities included 114 parks 

and recreational areas, 33 museums, 126 playgrounds, 3 sanctuaries, 1 botanical gar­

den, and the grounds of a hospital and a hotel. In six instances, the open countryside 

was the exclusive area of operation. 
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Katuralist Party in Acadia national Park, Maine 

Fifty-two of the programs operated the year around, while 25 were confined to the 

summer months. 

Seventy-two agency programs were being conducted under paid leadership, while 

five were instrumented through volunteers from cooperating schools, colleges and other 

educational institutions. Altogether, there were 123 full-time and 206 part-time nat­

uralists employed. 

Eighty-nine museums were reported by 53 agencies, while 48 agencies listed 137 

nature trails in use. There were 14 field laboratories in operation by 12 agencies. 

Nineteen programs reported 123 trailside exhibits and 2,328 trail signs in use. 

Twenty-eight programs sponsored 233 nature interest clubs with a total membership 

of more than 118,000. Twenty-two agencies published literature regularly, 22 others 

occasionally and 4 issued both regular and occasional publications. The mailing list 

of the 20 agencies reporting this item included 69,000 persons. 

More than 6,000,000 participants were recorded by the 59 agencies listing atten­

dance at museums, nature trails, lectures, guided trips and field trips to distant 

points. Of this number, two and a half million (in round figures) visited museums; 

2,114,000 attended the 14,239 lectures reported and a half-million hiked over nature 

trails. Better than 19,000 made field trips to distant points. 

While lectures and guided trips dealt with a comprehensive group of subjects, 
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geology, plants, birds, and mammals, in the order listed, were by far the more impor­

tant from the standpoint of number of lectures and attendance. That human history is 

being given considerable emphasis, however, is indicated by the fact that history, 

archeology, and ethnology were subjects of more than 4,000 lectures and 6,500 guided 

trips. 

However dry this recital of figures, it provides a general idea of the scope of 

public naturalist programs now being carried out in the nation. To follow up, it ap­

pears appropriate to review briefly the activities of the various types of agencies 

offering naturalist services. Let us begin with those closest to where the people 

live, those that have their roots in the neighborhood and home, and proceed from there 

to the program of the National Park Service. 

Probably the closest of all public organizations to the daily recreational lives 

of the people are those groups, societies, and associations that people form to make 

possible the satisfaction of common interests. They include such organizations as 

garden clubs, Audubon Societies, nature clubs, and natural history associations. Re­

turns in the nation-wide survey included 20 agencies of this sort but only 11 offered 

what appeared to be public naturalist services. The programs offered by 9 of these 11 

were under the direction of paid naturalists with 17 full-time and 12 part-time lead­

ers conducting regular schedules of lectures and field trips and supervising museums 

and nature trails. The other two agencies carried out fairly comprehensive programs 

with volunteers from schools, colleges, and their own membership. Subjects covered 

were confined largely to natural sciences with the principal emphasis being placed on 

plants and birds. Eight clubs operated ten nature museums, while five provided nine 

nature trails. A few of the clubs used parks and the countryside for their hikes and 

lectures. 

A check with studies made by the National Recreation Association reveals (1) that 

there are literally thousands of recreational interest groups in the nation of the type 

discussed above, most of them functioning through volunteer leaders, and (2) that a 

majority of them sponsor outdoor forms of recreation that are closely related to the 

natural environment. In most cases, such groups are in need of facilities which af­

ford them richer and wider opportunities. They also need the guidance of trained lead­

ers. The closeby non-urban recreational area, such as the local or state park, can in­

strument both these needs; and by doing so, it can extend its influence far beyond its 

boundaries. Such groups can become the roots through which its program of use can 

grow and become exceedingly rich in content. 

The significant fact revealed by returns from four museums of natural history was 

the extent to which institutions of this sort are turning to the out-of-doors in car­

rying out their educational and recreational programs. Every one of the agencies re­

porting conducted field trips and sponsored a wide range of groups interested in such 

subjects as botany, geology, birds, archeology, and photography. Two museums offered 

leadership training courses in natural sciences. Through this sponsorship of interest 

groups functioning largely under the guidance of their own leadership, and through 

training courses for volunteer leaders, the natural science museum is becoming a valu­

able community recreation center and at the same time improving its educational serv­

ices. 

The local park and recreation system with its neighborhood playgrounds, its city 


